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Hi

I ndia Post presented the plan for stanp issues in 2008-2009 to the
Philatelic Advisory Commttee in a nmeeting on July 30, 2008. 31 issues
have been rel eased since. 13 were new additions to the Plan and 24 of
t he planned issues did not appear. Only 1 issue was released on its
original scheduled date, Children’s Day on Nov 14! That its supply
hasn’t reached post offices yet is another matter.

Premat ure rel eases, blunders & errors in design, non availability of
stanps, mniature sheets, FDC, and brochures, and when avail abl e,
available in very small quantity only, and mniature sheets selling at
unaut hori zed bl oated rates. Is all this a part of a grand design?

W wi sh you a Merry Chri stnas!

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.

- M&S]

Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Deepak Mdi,
Pradi p Mbhanty, and S K Bi swas

We invite your inputs, please email to witeback@tanpsofindi a.com

If you've found this newsletter useful, recommend it to a friend.




Better still, forward a copy of this issue. Also, please nention this
newsl etter when contacting other philatelists.

Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shal | reinburse the costs incurred on images, philatelic items issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.

Pl ease send your queries in detail (images welconme) on all matters
related to Philately and Postal Hi story of India and Indian States. W
will attenpt to find an answer for you.

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
FORTHCOM NG STAMP | SSUES

Jan 01: 10th Definitive Series — Builders of Mdern India, 6 stanps,
1 - Mahat ma Gandhi

2 - B R Anbedkar,

3 — Satyajit Ray,

4 — Hom Bhabha,

15 - J R D Tata, and

20 - Mot her Teresa

PR

Jan 04: Louis Braille

Now days, issues are schedul ed and reschedul ed for rel ease at very
short notice say couple of days! As you can see that the world is
nmovi ng at very fast pace and we are still bringing out an issue only
after 7 long days. Thus it is inmpossible to informour readers thru
this weekly publication about forthcom ng stanp issues of India. W
however do our best to publish this information on the hone page of
www. st anpsofi ndi a. comas soon as it becones avail abl e.

New i ssues along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet, at
Rs 2 each, are put on sale on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post Ofices
including all Philatelic Bureaus and Philatelic Counters in India.

For an illustrated list of stanps in 2008, please visit
http: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com | i sts/stanps/2008st anps. ht m

NEW STAMPS RELEASED

T V RAVASUBBAI YER

A Raja the Mnister of Communications and information Technol ogy

rel eased a postage stanp in the denom nation of Rs 5 to comenorate the
birth centenary of T V Ramasubbaiyer, the founder of Tami| daily

"Di namal ar’ on Decenber 21, 2008 at Chennai

Suresh Kumar designed the Stanp and the First Day Cover. Al ka Sharnma
designed the pictorial first day postmark. Brochure containing wite-up
and technical data was issued on the occasion. The First Day Cover and
the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each. Security Printing Press,
Hyderabad printed the stanp by wet offset in the quantities of 0.5
mllion.

BRAHMOS



I ndi a Post rel eased a set of 2 postage stanps to commenorate the 10'"
anni versary of BrahMbs Supersonic Cruise Mssile on Decenber 22, 2008.

The stanmps in the denonmination of RS 5 & 20 are acconpanied with a
m ni ature sheet.

Kam eshwar Si ngh designed the Stanp and the First Day Cover. Al ka
Sharma designed the pictorial first day postmark. Brochure containing
write-up and technical data was issued on the occasion. The First Day
Cover and the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each. India Security Press,
Nasi k printed the stanp by photogravure in the quantities of 1 and 2
mllion respectively of Rs 5 and Rs 20 denomi nation. The miniature
sheet is printed in the quantity of 0.2 mllion

For an illustrated |ist of stanmps in 2008, please visit

http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf | i sts/stanps/2008st anps. ht m

NEW | SSUES AVAI LABI LI TY STATUS

The following First Day Covers and Brochures are now avail able on sale
at the philatelic bureau at New Del hi for the first tine.

Dec 10: Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts

Dec 14: Indian Institute of Science

The followi ng stanps are still awaited:

Aug 02: Aldabra G ant Tortoise M niature Sheet

Nov 14: Children’'s Day M niature Sheet

Nov 16: B N Redd

Nov 17: Standard Chartered Bank

Nov 27: Sardar Vall abhbhai Patel National Police Acadeny M ni atureSheet
Dec 14: Indian Institute of Science, Rs 5 & 20

The First Day Covers and Brochures for these issues are still awaited:

Dec 15: Swam Ranganat hananda

Dec 16: Field Marshal Manekshaw

COLLECTORS PACK 2007

I ndi a Post has rel eased the annual pack of conmenorative postage stanps
i ssued in 2007. In an unprecedented nove the pack is made available in
four different designs. The pack is priced at Rs 500.

It is reported that 1 stanp that is of S D Burman in the denom nation
of Rs 15 is not included in the pack and it is being sold for Rs 485
only.

For an illustrated |ist of annual collectors pack, please visit

htt p: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf | i sts/stanps/packs/yearpacks. ht m

CHRI STMAS CARDS

I ndia Post issued 2 cards depicting Christnas issue. The cards are
priced at Rs 10 each wi thout stanp.

For an illustrated list of stamp cards issued in 2008, please visit
http://ww. stanpsofindia.com |ists/icards-2008. htm

CHRI STMAS PACK
I ndia Post issued a pack for Christnmas issue as foll ows:
Content: Block of 4 se-tenant stanps (2 sets of 2), FDC



I ndia Post, Rs 125

For an illustrated |list of stanmp packs issued in 2008, please visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com | i sts/stanps/packs/2008packs-sets. htm
NEW POSTAL STATI ONERY

Discontinuing with Uni-notif for postal stationery, a new series with
motifs fromthe recently launched 10'" definitive Series ‘Builders of
Modern India’ is expected to be released on January 1, 2009.

Re 0.25 — Meghdoot Postcard — Hom Bhabha
Re 0.50 — Postcard — Mahat ma Gandhi (Existing Design, No Change)
Ra 2.50 — Inland letter Card — Indira Gandhi

Rs 5.00 — Envel ope — Sardar Pat el
Rs 15.00 — Aerogranme — Mot her Teresa
Rs 22.50 — Regi stered Envel ope — Jawaharl al Nehru

The conplete illustrated listing of Meghdoot Post Card is avail able at:
http: //wwv. st anpsofi ndi a. com | i st s/ meghdoot. ht m

For an illustrated |list of all kinds of Postcards in 2008, visit
http://stanmpsofindia.con|ists/2008PC. htm

For an illustrated |list of Aerogranme & Inland Letter in 2008, visit
http://stanpsofindia.com|ists/2008ILC htm

For an illustrated list of all kinds of Envel opes in 2007, visit
http://stanmpsofindia.con|ists/2007EN. ht m

RECENT SPECI AL POSTMARKS & COVERS

Dec 20: Cuttack, 8th National Festival of Dance and Misic

The speci al cover depicts the Padma awar dees on dances from Ori ssa such
as @uru Kel ucharan Mhapatra, Sonal Mansi ngh, Kunkum Mohanty and ot hers
such as Mamata Shankar. The postnmark conceptualized by Pradi p Mhanty
and desi gned by renowned artist Pranab Akhand depicts the | ogo of
festival. The cover priced at Rs 30 + postage is available from Pradip
Mohanty, Honorary Secretary of Orissa Philatelic Association,

ori phil @mail.com or nohantypradi p@otnail.com Mbile 09861032965

An advertising postmark publicizing the 8th National Festival of Dance
and Music was al so used at Bhubaneswar GPO and Cuttack GPO from
Decenber 20 to 26, 2008 on all inbound and out bound mail s.

For an illustrated |ist of Special Postmarks & Covers in 2008, visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com |i sts/pnk/2008pm ht m

ARMY POSTAL SERVI CE | SSUES

Arnmy Postal Service issued foll owing Special Covers during Septenber,
Cct ober and November 2008:

Sep 16: 8'" Battalion The Garhwal Rifles Di anond Jubil ee

Cct 04: 45 Air Defence Regi nent Di anond Jubil ee

Cct 17: 46 Arnored Regi ment, Presentation of Standard

Nov 01: 325 Light Air Defence Reginment Silver Jubilee

Nov 06: The Sikh Regiment 12'" Postwar Reunion

Nov 07: Brigade of the Guards 9th Reunion & 21st Biennial Conference



Nov 07: 146 Light Air Defence Reginment Silver Jubil ee

Nov 12: 59 Squadron, Presentation of Standard

Nov 12: Air Force Technical College, Presentation of Standard
Nov 18: 13 Battalion Kunmaon Regi ment Di anond Jubil ee

Nov 25: The Rajputana Rifles 14'" Reunion

Nov 30: 3% and 9'" Gorkha Rifles 7'" Reunion

For an illustrated list of Arnmy Postal Service Issues in 2008, visit
http://stanpsofindi a.com |ists/pnk/aps/2008aps. ht m

NEW PERVANENT Pl CTORI AL POSTMARK

Sanjiv Ranjan, Director of Postal Services of North Bengal and Si kkim
Regi on, West Bengal Circle of India Post inaugurated the first

per manent pictorial postmark of North Bengal at the Head Post Ofice in
Cooch Behar on Novenber 29, 2008. This is the 3rd such postmark in this
circle after Port Blair and Kol kata GPO.

For an illustrated |list of Postmarks in 2008, visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com | i sts/pnk/2008pm ht m

YEAR BOOK 2007

Nar endra Kumar kumar narendral960@ahoo. co.in the creator of Year book
2007 now offers the book in two additional packages (A with all 72
stanps and 11 miniature sheets issued in 2007 at the Special Price of
Rs 2300, and (B) with all 72 stanps and 11 miniature sheets issued in
2007 + First Day Covers of all stanps and miniature sheets issued in
2007 housed in a specially crafted al bumat the Special Price of Rs
4400.

The hardbound book with slip case illustrates in full color on art
paper all the stanps, miniature sheets, first day covers, first day of
i ssue postnmark, max cards, and stanp packs issued by India Post in
2007. It adds a wite-up, specifications, and several relevant
illustrations. It also has place to nount the stanps and miniature
sheet. Priced at Rs 750 post paid anywhere in India the Year book is
now distributed by Stanps of India as well.

RECENT PERI ODI CAL PUBLI CATI ONS

ARMYPOST PHI LATELY NEWSLETTER, Whol e #2, COct 2008, Quarterly
Edi t or:

Publ i sher:

Annual Subscri ption:

MADURA PHI LA NEWS, Vol . 4-#10, Cct 2008

Editorial Chairman: R Miurali, Editor: D Ranjith Kunar
Publ i sher: Madurai Philatelists Cub

Annual Subscription: Rs 150

GPA NEWS5, Vol . 12-#1, Whol e #135, Cct 2008, Monthly
Editor: Ilyas Patel iap i p@ahoo.co.in

Publ i sher: Gujarat Philatelist Association, Ahnedabad
Annual Subscription: Rs 200

SI PA BULLETIN, Vol.28-#1, Jan Feb 2008, Binonthly
SI PA BULLETIN, Vol .28-#2, Mar Apr 2008, Binonthly
SI PA BULLETIN, Vol .28-#3, May Jun 2008, Binonthly



Edi tor: G Madan Mhan Das
Publ i sher: South India Philatelists Association, Chenna
Annual Subscription: Not indicated

For a list currently published Indian philatelic periodicals, please
visit http://ww.stanpsofindi a.com i nfobase/ a602. ht m

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

Dec 1-31: Madurai, Jagannath Ms ‘The |Inages of Sumrer QO ynpics’
Dec 20: Binaguri Cantonnent, Stanp Exhibition by Arnmy Postal Service
Dec 20-26: Cuttack, UN CULTUREPEX-2008 exhibition on dance and nusic

Dec 24-26: Kol kata, Coin Exhibition

Venue: City Centre

Organi zers: Numismatic Society of Calcutta
Contact: Sandip Jain 0 98300 09533

2009

Jan 10-12: Pune, National |level Num smatic Conpetitive Exhibition
Organi zers: International Collector’s Society of Rare Itens, Pune
Venue: Sonal Hall, Karve Road, next to MES Garware College, Pune
Entry Forms: Avail able from Nov 20, 2008, Last date of acceptance of
duly filled entry forns is Dec 15, 2008.

Deal ers Booth: Rs 5000, 2 tables & 2 chairs + Breakfast & Lunch for 2
Last date for Booth confirmation is Jan 5, 2009

Contact: President - S R Bhat 020-25655960, 09326897201, Chairman -
Basti Sol anki 09823088865, Secretary - Raj endra Shah 020-24477660,
09890117252

Jan 24-26: Nagpur, Coins exhibition

Organi zers: Numi smatic Research Institute

Deal ers Booth: Rs 5000 2 tables 3 chairs + tea & lunch for 2

Contact: Avinash T Ranteke 0 98230 22662, Piyush Agrawal 0 93255 68570

Jan 30-Feb 1: Ahnedabad, Festival of Stanps

Organi zer: Gujarat Philatelists' Association

Venue: Srimati Sushilaben Ratilal Hall, opposite Choice Restaurant, C G
Road, near Swastik Crossroads, Ahmedabad 380009

Deal ers Booth: Gound Floor Rs 7000, First Floor Rs 4000, inclusive of

[ unch and tea for 2 persons for 3 days

Contact: Anil Choksi, Treasurer GPA, 0 99257 03513 or 079 2656 4923

Feb - dates to be announced: New Del hi, Coins, Num smatic Exhibition
Organi zer: Del hi Coin Society

For a list of exhibitions in 2008, please visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conl i nf obase/ event s2008. ht m

MEETI NGS
The schedul e of neetings of the philatelic organizations inlIndiais
avail abl e at http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. conli nf obase/ cl ubneet. ht m

ADVERTI SEMENTS




Pl ease visit http://ww.stanpsofindi a. conf ot her/sitegui de/ x16. ht m f or
tariff and terns

| TS COLLECTORS DI RECTORY, 3'¢ edition 2008 Edited by Suraj Jaitly, 80
pages listing contact details of stanp collectors, dealers, clubs,
nmagazi nes, websites, fromlIndia & overseas. Plus |lots of rel evant
information. Price Rs.250 or US $8 or Euro 6 OR £4 [Post pai d]

Contact at surajjaitly@otmail.comor indianthematicsociety@mail.com

WANTED | ndi a Stanp Bookl ets of King Edward VII, King George V & VI,
Unexpl oded, exploded, and in all conditions,
Cont act MADHUKAR DECGAWANKA deogawanka@atyam net.in

STAMP QUI ZZES by Anil Dhir, 224 pages, 2007 edition, contains over 1500
guestions and answers. Conprehensive & detailed with quizzes on Cenera
Philately, India, Indian States, USA, Britain, Australia & New Zeal and
Must for all Philatelists & stanp clubs, Rs 300 post free in India.
US$20+ actual postage el sewhere, ANIL DHI R anil dhir2k5@ot mail . com

VIEWS & COPI NI ONS

READERS FORUM
<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inmportant to us as it hel ps evolve the
newsl etter. Please send us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

NI KET BUBNA,
| amwiting about a mstake in the Brahnbs Cruise M ssile postage
stanp and some i ssues concerning |India Post.

It is the nth tine that an amateur philatelist like me is raising this
issue. It is no doubt that the India Post is trying its best to cater
to the philatelists, though in their own slow manner it is high tine
that a mechanismto identify and rectify m stakes, if any, before the
stanp is printed, be put in place. The latest nmistake is in the Brahnos
nm ssil e postage stanps rel eased on Decenber 22, 08. It is beyond doubt
that this postage stanmp was well thought out and aesthetically laid out
but has m stakes that cannot be overl ooked.

The FDC carries the spelling of the Moskva river, in English as MOSKAVA
whereas it is correctly nmentioned at MOSKVA on the miniature sheet. The
version in the vernacul ar | anguage, on the FDC reads as MASKOVA and on
the mniature sheet as MOSKOVA. So, these are four different ways to
the original MOSKVA river, after which the BrahMOS cruise mssile is
partly named.

It is my hunble request to the artists to be nore careful to these
mnute details, since postage stanps are thenselves a snmall nediumto
convey a nessage and thus needs attention to perfection. | request that
a proof-check of the materials be done, before being sent out to the
printing authorities. These postage stanps are the nessage-carriers of
our nation and this postage stanp in particular, will have significance
in the Russian context also. It is our responsibility to portray the
treasures of other nations in good light, if we are to be a world

| eader in the near future, and especially with Russia, it being anpongst
our closest ally.



At this juncture, | want to thank Stanpsofindia.comfor this yeonen
service to the philatelic community, by giving us this platformto
voi ce our concerns and raise matters of inportance. | hope that these
opi nions are taken note of by the Departnment, and if not a nechani sm
shoul d be set up where a copy of this and other authentic newsletters
reaches the Hon'ble Mnister C& T and the MoS C& T t hrough proper

channels. | amnot sure how far this would be effective but, | believe
arejigis needed at the highest level and it will have its trickling
ef fect.

| would also like to request, the India Post through you, to rel ease

t he postage stanps that are printed with the year 2008 on them and are
lying unrel eased. | can instantaneously recall that the postage stanps
honoring Thillaiyadi Valliammuai, AT Panneersel vam M Bakt havat sal am
Udumal ai Narayana Kavi and Rani Vel u Nachchi yar have been printed

al ready and had arrived at the post offices many nonths ago. It is
advisable that if they are to be released in 2009, which seens to be

t he case, some solution be found for the probl em of 2008 appearing on
them It is very tough and confusing for a philatelist, especially
foreign philatelists, to keep that change of year in record and proceed
wi t hout m stakes. These postage stanps have al ready had prenmature

rel ease and are much better to release themthis year itself, to
prevent nore chaos.

At this note, | would like to wish all the readers of the newsletter a
Merry Christmas, and a prosperous New Year! Hope we are treated well
t hrough sone anazing stuff by India Post in 2009.

ZULAI HA MOHANMED,

This is once again about the same topic. | read the angry letters
witten to you by your readers, besides what you yourself have been
witing about the subject. Wiy is it not reaching anyone in the posta
department? Isn't there anyone in charge of this Departnment? | was
given the address of the Director of Philately, Manju Kumar in New
Del hi and wote a letter to himwith no response. Sane that happened
with ny previous letters to the Chief Post Master General in Bonbay.

It is shameful to note that so many premature stanps are in circul ation
& no one is bothering about it, except a handful of philatelists who
formthe nminority! Should we present this case through the Mnority
Conmmi ssi on?

VWile premature stanps are issued el sewhere, here in Kerala, the post

of fices have no intimation even of those stanps and when | nention the
stanmps that were rel eased el sewhere fromthe |list of forthcom ng

st anps, they | ooked surprised, since they have not even heard of sone

of then

At this juncture, let me add a note in reply to M. Abhay Tiku's letter
about his experience in Parlianent Street Post office. | nust say that
ny experience is very different in both Trivandrum and Ernakul am

Phil atelic bureaus, which are both understaffed. The officers are
polite and obliging even when they were dealing with the spate of |ate
i ssue of stanps of the previous nonths.



By the way, | wonder what is happening to the mniature sheets which
were in the list of forthcom ng stanps! There is no nention of sone of
themin the list of released stanps!

KRI SHNAN VEERARAGHAVAN

| fully back the comments of Abhay Tiku of Delhi. | amalso
experiencing such difficulties in the post offices, though | work for
t he I ndia Post.

MOHAMVED | BRAHI M KHAN,

In late seventies and early eighties our post office used to issuse
press rel eases regarding the date of issue of commenorative stanps for
the informati on of philatelist. Now it is not done so which causes us
| ot of hardship for buying stanps. | request you to take up the matter
with the postal authorities for issuing of press rel eases of new
arrival of stanps.

AJAY AGRAWAL, Akol a
| salute the appeal of Shri Naresh Ji Agrawal, & join himin the same.

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndian Laws Rel evant to Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. conl i nf obase/| aws. ht m

Report Cyber Crime & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. cont i nf obase/ cybercrine. ht m

NEWSSCAN

<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and posta
matters, fromother print and electronic publications, for inclusion
her e>

ADM NI STRI VI A

‘Stanmps of India Collectors Conmpanion’ is published by Madhukar Jhi ngan
nj hi ngan@ahoo. comfor ‘Stanps of India, 49-D, BG 5, PaschimVihar

New Del hi 110063. Phone: +91-11-25281578, Mbobile: +91-9350537037

Subj ect to Del hi Jurisdiction

Awar ds Received: Silver Medal with the ‘Felicitations of the Jury' at
‘BELG CA 2001' World Philatelic Exhibition, Brussels, June 9-17, 2001

‘Stanmps of India does not rent, sell, or otherw se share your e-nai
address with any third-party.

Qur now fanous Di scl ai mer!
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. con si t egui de/ w04. ht m

STAVMPS OF I NDI A al so publishes:

STAMPS OF INDI A http://ww.stanpsofindi a.com
The Hub Site of Indian Philately

PRI NCELY STATES REPORT http://ww. princel ystates.com
Journal of Indian States History, Philately & Num snatics




STAMPS ON I NDI A http://ww. st anpsoni ndi a. com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics

| NDI AN POSTAL GUI DE 1869

The first issue of the official postal guide, reprinted by Stanps of

I ndi a 2004, 236 pages, hardbound, enlarged fromoriginal octavo to A4
size, limted edition, Special price — Rs 2750, Credit cards & PayPa

accepted, visit http://ww. stanpsofindi a. coml shop/ bookshop. ht m

© Copyright 2008, Stanmps of India, New Delhi. Al rights reserved.
For reproduci ng content from Stanps of India publications please ask
t he publisher for perm ssion stating exactly what you would like to
use, and for what purpose, before using the sane.



