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Hi

It is going to rain stamps now. Wth the issue of 3 stanps on Cctober
7, 2008 the total nunber of stanps issued this year is 41. However
India Post plans to issue a record 105 stanps in 2008! This neans 64
stanps will be issued in next 83 days. In addition there will be
several mniature sheets, and sheetlets.

We wi sh the Philatelic Division of India Post |ots of good luck in
t heir ambitious endeavor and sincerely hope that stanmps and rel ated
products will all be available in sufficient quantity on the day of
issue and will also be free of m stakes.

We are positively optimstic for India Post because we believe in
mracl es.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.
- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: R
Ravi ndranat h, Manohar Lal, Pradip Mhanty

We invite your inputs, please email to witeback@tanpsofindi a.com

If you've found this newsletter useful, recoomend it to a friend.
Better still, forward a copy of this issue. Also, please nention this
newsl etter when contacting other philatelists.

Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shal | reinburse the costs incurred on inmages, philatelic itenms issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.



Pl ease send your queries in detail (inmages welcone) on all matters
related to Philately and Postal Hi story of India and Indian States. W
will attenmpt to find an answer for you

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PHI LSENSEX OCTOBER 2008
By P R Krishnan prkrish77@mail.com

Here is yet another set of data collected on the price novenent of M nt

I ndi a post independence stanps for the nonth of October 2008. | amin
recei pt of several mmils requesting price novenents of Sheetlets and
used stanps as well as issues of pre independence India. | amglad to

informyou that the Data on the price novenents of all sheetlets so far
i ssued by the India Post will be published from Novenber 2008. | Thank
you for all the support.

Pl ease visit http://ww.stanpsofindi a. com val uei ndex/ 200810. ht m f or
vi ewi ng the data.

STAMP WATCH

I would like to know that how much this colum really hel ping the
collectors, dealers and investors? |I shall appreciate the readers
f eedback on the sane.

FORTHCOM NG STAMP | SSUES

Cct 12: 3rd Commonweal th Youth Ganes Pune, 4 Stanps

Cct 13: Philately Day, Stanp + M niature Sheet

Cct 16: Food Safety Day

Oct 18: 19th Conmonweal th Games New Del hi 2010

Cct 22: Infantry Day

Cct 25: National Police Acadeny, 2 Stanps + M niature Sheet
Cct ??: T V Ramasubba |yer

Now days, issues are schedul ed and reschedul ed for rel ease at very
short notice say couple of days! As you can see that the world is
nmovi ng at very fast pace and we are still bringing out an issue only
after 7 long days. Thus it is inpossible to informour readers thru
this weekly publication about forthcom ng stanp issues of India. W
however do our best to publish this information on the hone page of
www. st anpsofi ndi a. comas soon as it becones avail abl e.

New i ssues along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet, at
Rs 2 each, are put on sale on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post O fices
including all Philatelic Bureaus and Philatelic Counters in India.

For an illustrated Iist of stanps in 2008, please visit

htt p: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf | i sts/stanps/2008st anps. ht m

NEW STAMPS RELEASED

I ndia Post rel eased set of 3 stanps and a m niature sheet on COctober 7,
2008 on Festivals of India. The stanps in the denomination of Rs 5
feature Dussehra Festival of Mysore, Dussehra Festival of Kol kata, and
Deepaval i Festival .




Vi j ayadasham al so known as Dussehra is a festival celebrated in
varying forns across India. It is celebrated on the tenth day of the
bright fortnight (Shukla Paksha) of the autumm nonth of Ashvin or
Ashwayuj a, and is the grand cul mination of the 10-day annual Navratri
(nine nights) festival. Navratris are celebrated with nuch fervor by
fasting on all nine days and worshi pping the Mdther Goddess in her
different forms.

The underlying tradition and node of celebration vary vastly by region.
However, all festivities celebrate the victory of the forces of Good
over Evil. It is considered an auspicious day to begin new ventures in
life.

The festival commenorates the victory of Rama, prince of Ayodhya and an
i ncarnation of Vishnu, over Ravana, the ruler of Lanka. Rama killed
Ravana on this day. The festival is celebrated with nuch gusto and huge
fetes are organi zed where the effigies of Ravana is burned signifying
the victory of good over evil, brings the festivities to a colorfu
close. The Ramila, an abridged dramatizati on of the Ramayana (Story of
Rarma) is enacted with nmuch public fervor during the period of the
festivities.

A l esser-known tradition associated with the Dussehra festival relates
to the Mahabharata, specifically to the one year incognito exile period
t he Pandavas underwent follow ng a preceding 12 year vanvas, or forest
exile, that was inposed on them Disguise being indispensable, they
found it necessary to lay aside the many divine and distinctive weapons
that they possessed. They secreted these in a 'Sham' tree (Prosopis
spicigera) near their incognito residence. Wen the year ended, they
returned to the spot, found their weaponry intact, and worshiped (in

t hanksgi vi ng) both the Sham tree and the Goddess Durga, presiding
deity of strength and victory. Meanwhile, the Kauravas had i nvaded that
area, suspecting the residence of the Pandavas there. Upon fi nishing

t heir devotions, the Pandavas nade straight to battle, and won the

cont est conprehensively.

Durga puja is regarded as the nost inportant festival of Bengal. The
city of Kol kata dresses up in a new | ook for the five days of the
festival. The cel ebration begin from Maha Shashti (the sixth day) and
end with Bijoya dasham (the tenth day). The design of the stanp
features Durga puja. In Kolkata it is known as Bijoya dasham and not
Dussehra as incorrectly inscribed on the stanp.

The | egend associated with the Sham tree finds comrenoration during
the renowned Navaratri cel ebrations at Mysore, which otherw se strongly
enphasi zes the Durga | egend, as may be expected in the city built at
the very site of the events of the Durga | egend. On Vijaydashanm day,

at the culmnation of a colorful 10-day cel ebration, the goddess
Chamundeshwari i s worshi pped and then borne in a Gol den Anbari or

el ephant -nounted throne, in a grand procession, through the city of
Mysore, fromthe historical Mysore Palace to the Banni Mantapa. Banni
is the Kannada word for the Sanskrit Sham, and Mantapa neans
"Pavilion".

Deepavali is virtually India’s a national festival, and is enjoyed by
nost | ndians regardless of faith. It is celebrated by H ndus, Jains and



Si khs across the gl obe as the "Festival of Light," where the lights or
| anps signify victory of good over the evil.

In North India, it is the homeconm ng of Lord Rana after a 1l4-year exile
in the forest. The people of Ayodhya (the capital of his kingdom

wel coned Rana by lighting rows (avali) of |anps (deepa), thus its nane,
Deepaval i, or sinply shortened as Diwali. Southern India marks it as
the day Lord Krishna defeated the denmon Narakasura. In western India it
is also in honor of the day King Bali went to rule the nether-world by
the order of Vishnu. In Jainismit nmarks the nirvana of Lord Mhavira.
On this day the Sixth Guru of Sikhs, Guru Hargobind, was freed from

i mprisonnment along with 52 Kings whom he had arranged to be rel eased as
wel | . Sikhs greeted the Guru by lighting |lanmps at Anritsar when he
visited Gol den Tenple after his rel ease.

Unfortunately the H ndi inscription on the stanp carries the wong
spel I i ng of Deepaval i

Brahm Prakash designed the Stanmp and the First Day Cover. Al ka Sharnma
designed the pictorial first day postmark. Brochure containing wite-up
and technical data was issued on the occasion. The First Day Cover and
the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each. India Security Press, Nasik
printed the stanp by photogravure in the quantities of 3 mllion each.
The miniature sheet is printed in the quantity of 1 mllion

For an illustrated |ist of stanps in 2008, please visit

http://ww. stanpsofindi a.con |ists/stanps/2008st anps. ht m

The conplete illustrated listing of Meghdoot Post Card is avail able at:
http://ww. st anpsofindi a.com |ists/meghdoot. htm

For an illustrated list of all kinds of Postcards in 2008, visit
http://stanpsofindia.conilists/2008PC. ht m

For an illustrated |list of Aerogranme & Inland Letter in 2008, visit
http://stanpsofindia.conllists/2008|LC. htm

For an illustrated list of all kinds of Envel opes in 2007, visit
http://stanmpsofindia.conilists/2007EN. ht m

RECENT SPECI AL POSTMARKS & COVERS

Jul 26: Madurai, Lady Doak Col | ege, 60 years

Aug 11: Dehradun, India's First Qynpic Gold

Cct 2: Chandigarh, Philatelic Exhibition

Cct 2: Cuttack, Philatelic Exhibition

Cct 2: Tiruchirappalli, T V Ramasubba Iyer birth centenary

For an illustrated |ist of Special Postnmarks & Covers in 2008, visit
htt p: //wwv. st anpsofi ndi a. com | i sts/pnk/2008pm ht m

ARMY POSTAL SERVI CE | SSUES
Arnmy Postal Service issued followi ng 2 Special Covers in August 2008:

Aug 19: 19 Infantry Brigade Centenary
Aug 20: 8'" Battalion The Madras Regi ment Di anond Jubil ee



For an illustrated list of Army Postal Service Issues in 2008, visit
http://stanmpsofindia.conilists/pnk/aps/2008aps. ht m

STAVP BOOK ON TURTLE

Padmi ni Ambadi, Calicut has designed and devel oped a stanmp book on
turtle in the imted individually nunbered edition of 50. The book
contains all the 4 conplete sheetlets of the recently rel eased Al dabra
G ant Tortoise issue and a se-tenant pair of Aiver Ridley turtle
stanps issued in 2000.

For inages of stamp books & packs issued in 2008, please visit
http://ww. stanpsofindi a.contf|ists/stanps/packs/2008packs-sets. ht m

FI RE CRACKERS FROM POST OFFI CE

India Post as part of Deepavali celebrations will sell coupons which
can be exchanged for firecrackers at the 13 post offices at Tirunel vel
fromCctober 6 to 26, 2008. The coupons available in Rs 100, Rs 200, Rs
500 and Rs 1,000 denom nati ons have to be exchanged at the Ani

Fi reworks. The buyers al so get at 15% di scount.

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

BAPUPEX

Oissa Philatelic Association organized a philatelic exhibition jointly
with Kalinga philatelic Society and Utkal Philatelists and Num snatists
Associ ation on Cctober 2, 2008 at Philatelic Bureau, Cuttack GPO. Major
General B P Das AVSM (retired) inaugurated the exhibition and Sahadev
Sahoo I AS (retired) was the guest of honor.

M M shra, Director of Postal Service released the special cover
depicting the Star naned after Gandhi "Celestial Divine Menorial" and
t he special postmark depicting people with inscription "Sabko Sannati
De Bhagawan". Four different |abels were also rel eased on the occasion.
Pl ease contact Pradi p Mohanty oriphil @nail.com nobile: 09861032965 for
your requirenments of special cover and | abels.

Cct 13-15: Surat, Philatelic Exhibition
Cct 14-15: New Del hi, Philatelic Exhibition

Cct 17-19: Bangal ore, Philatelic Exhibition
Venue: Basava Bhavan, H gh G ounds, Near Chal ukya Hotel Circle

Cct 23-25: Jaipur, Inter School School pex-2008
Venue: St. Xavier's School
Contact: Raj esh Paharia shreeshel | @otnail.com

Cct 25-26: Bhubaneswar, Eastern India Philatelic Exhibition ElIPEX-2008
Organi zer: Eastern India Philatelists Association, Bhubaneswar

Venue: Jayadev Bhawan, Unit-11, Bhubaneswar
Philatelic issues: 1 Special Cover on Cct 25
Details: The exhibition will be a non-conpetitive one and is limted to

the nmenbers of EIPA only. Al the participants will be given a
certificate of participation with a comenorative nedal or nenmento. The
details of prospectus, entry forms, and inventory forms are avail abl e
in the website http://ei padowl oad. bl ogspot.com The |ast date of




subm ssion of entry forns is Cctober 15, 2008. A souvenir will also be
rel eased for the occasion.

Cct 31-Nov 2: Mysore, NUPHI L 08, Stanps and Coins

Organi zer: Mysore Philatelics & Mysore Num snatics

Venue: Nanj araj a Bahadur Choultry, opposite Hotel Metropole

Philatelic issues: 1 Special cover - 'Somanathapur Tenple', Special
postmark - 25 cash Mysore coin of Mummadi Krishnaraja Wdeyar 1799-1868
Contact: nysorephilatelicsl@nail.com

Nov 7-9: Munbai, Numi smatic Exhibition
Venue: Sunderbai Hall, Near Income Tax O fice, Churchgate

Nov 21-23: Thrissur, Philatelic Exhibition, THRI SSURPEX- 2008
Participation: Open to Kerala State, 100 Franes

Organi zer: Philatelic Cub Thrissur, part of their 30 year cel ebrations
Venue: Pandy Sanmpboha Madhom Thri ssur

Deal ers Booth: Rs 3,000 (limted to 15 deal ers only)

Philatelic issues: 1 Special postmark Mahat ma Gandhi theme

Contact: philatelicclubthrissur@ediffnail.com

Nov 28-30: Coins, Num smatic Exhibition
Organi zer: Del hi Coin Society

Venue: Bapu Sewa Sadan, Panchkui an Road,
Tim ngs: 10 amto 6 pm

Visit: ww. del hi coi nsoci ety. com

Cont act: del hi coi nsoci ety@nmail.com

For a list of exhibitions in 2008, please visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com i nf obase/ event s2008. ht m

MEETI NGS
The schedul e of neetings of the philatelic organizations inlIndiais
avai l abl e at http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com i nf obase/ cl ubnmeet . ht m

ADVERT| SEMENTS
Pl ease visit http://ww.stanpsofindi a. conf ot her/ sitegui de/ x16. ht m f or
tariff and terns

| TS COLLECTORS DI RECTORY, 3'Y edition 2008 Edited by Suraj Jaitly, 80
pages listing contact details of stanp collectors, dealers, clubs,
magazi nes, websites, fromlIndia & overseas. Plus lots of rel evant
information. Price Rs.250 or US $8 or Euro 6 OR £4 [Post pai d]

Contact at surajjaitly@otmail.comor indianthematicsociety@mail.com

WANTED | ndi a Stanp Bookl ets of King Edward VI1, King George V & VI,
Unexpl oded, exploded, and in all conditions,
Cont act MADHUKAR DEOGAWANKA deogawanka@at yam net.in

STAVP QUI ZZES by Anil Dhir, 224 pages, 2007 edition, contains over 1500
guesti ons and answers. Conprehensive & detailed with quizzes on General
Philately, India, Indian States, USA, Britain, Australia & New Zeal and
Must for all Philatelists & stanp clubs, Rs 300 post free in India.
US$20+ actual postage el sewhere, ANIL DHI R anil dhir2k5@ot mail.com

VI EWS & OPI NI ONS




READERS FORUM
<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inmportant to us as it hel ps evolve the
newsl etter. Please send us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

DI SCOLOURATI ON OF STAMPS DURI NG AND AFTER THEI R SEPARATI ON FROM THE
BACK- PAPER
By Dr Avinash B Jagtap, Binningen (Switzerland)

In the last issue of Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion (NO. 361

Cct ober 01, 2008), in the Readers forum Dr. Hemant Kul karni, of

M | waukee, USA, has nentioned his observations and difficulties in
separating stanps fromthe back-paper to which they are affixed. Since
nost of the philatelists and stamp-collectors come across this
difficulty, | shall Iike to wite a fewlines in order to overcone this
di | emma

Usual ly we collect stanps by cutting themout froma | arge piece of
paper of an envel ope or a wrapper, care being taken that no danage is
done to the stanps. The paper, to which stanps are affixed, is either
white or coloured. Modst of the colours used in the manufacture of paper
have tendency to inpart colouration to the water in which pieces of

col oured papers are imersed. If a heap of tit-bits of paper, wth
stanps affixed to themare put in water for about half an hour or nore,
t he oozi ng out col our may discol our the stanps and render them usel ess
for collection. The bl eeding of colour is accel erated by using | ukewarm
or warmwater. So the first precaution to be taken is to separate the
stanps affixed to the white paper fromthe col oured ones.

Most of the wappers and | arge size envel opes which are used for
sending mail fromlindia to foreign countries (and also within India)
are usually brown, brownish-orange in colour. Even in the rainy season
the colour of the wapper would inpart its colour to the stanps affixed
on it. The collectors are advi sed, whenever possible, to instruct their
senders to use white envel opes or wapper only.

This colouration difficulty has been observed not only in case of

envel opes and wrapper sent abroad fromlIndia, but also in case of |arge
si ze envel opes of orange-yell ow col oured paper from Switzerl and and

al so that gaudy red col oured envel opes used by Anericans in sending
their greeting-cards.

Anot her possibility is that the sender pastes a white col oured paper
onto the envel ope or a wapper and affixes his stanps only onto this
white paper. The receiver can peel off this white paper along with the
stanps affixed to it and inmerses this piece of paper in water. In
doi ng so the possibility of oozing out of colour fromthe origina

col oured envel ope or wapper is effectively avoided.

It nust be nmentioned that the Indian stanps (especially the definitive
wi t h hi gher denom nations) bear an inferior quality and quantity of
adhesi ve on their back and to overcone this deficiency there is a
tunbler full of typical blue coloured glue in Indian post-offices. The
customers | avishly make use of this glue, so that when the stanps
affixed to the paper with this bluish-white glue are imersed in water,
the stanps could be freed fromthe paper underneath, but not
necessarily fromthe shabby bluish gum The instructions |ike “Misten



t horoughly and Press firmy” on the margin of the stanp sheet does not
i nprove the performance of the stanps!

YES THERE |I'S NO COVPETI TI ON | N COVPETI TI ON CLASS!
By Jagannath M Bangal ore

Yes | too agree with Naresh Agawal, Bilaspur, it should be renanmed as
Grading Cass to check all the disappointnent emerging out of it. Even
i nstead of CGold, Silver, Bronze, grade certificates should be given.
This class should be introduced in the state |evels before going to
nation level and all exhibits is best not better than the best so we
shoul d not conpare our exhibit with the other but |let us ensure and see
t hat whet her our eval uati on has been done properly.

Further to add to this, they should not be charge/fees to the franes in
any class and the account holder of the philately bureau’s and his her
Transacti ons must be nore than one year and he/she shoul d be continue
hi s/ her account should be exhibit his /her to display, before that if
possi bl e the exhibit should be displayed in philately bureau’'s /GPO S
for the week and sel ected exhi bit should be display in the next

exhi bition and then better than the best should be award 1st, 2nd and
3rd with nedals and then to publicity such things should covered by
medi a and then we can feel the difference Can this thing will be done
by India post?

As | ama philatelist, to ne this hobby a philately is not a
conpetition...but instead an expression. | admire the philatelist that
does not have the "copycat"” or conpetitive nature. W all express
ourselves in so many wonderful & different ways! You may not be aware
of any special link, just neeting 'YOU as a philatelist has changed ny
life, a lot nore than you think

It has been and is, an honor circling around the great philatelist
conmunity with each and every one of you, at philately world

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndian Laws Rel evant to Philately
htt p: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conl i nf obase/ | aws. ht m

Report Cyber Crime & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately

htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. coml i nf obase/ cybercrine. ht m

NEVWSSCAN

<W invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and posta
matters, fromother print and electronic publications, for inclusion
her e>

ADM NI STRI VI A

‘Stanmps of India Collectors Conmpanion’ is published by Madhukar Jhi ngan
nj hi ngan@ahoo. com for ‘ Stanps of India, 49-D, BG5, PaschimVihar

New Del hi 110063. Phone: +91-11-25281578, Mbbile: +91-9350537037

Subj ect to Del hi Jurisdiction

Awar ds Received: Silver Medal with the ‘Felicitations of the Jury’ at



‘BELA CA 2001' World Philatelic Exhibition, Brussels, June 9-17, 2001

‘Stanmps of India does not rent, sell, or otherw se share your e-mail
address with any third-party.

Qur now fanous Di scl ai mer!
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. cont si t egui de/ w04. ht m

STAMPS OF I NDI A al so publi shes:

STAMPS OF I NDI A http://ww. st anpsofindi a.com
The Hub Site of Indian Philately

PRI NCELY STATES REPORT http://ww. princel ystates.com
Journal of Indian States History, Philately & Num snatics

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://ww. st anpsoni ndi a. com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics

| NDI AN POSTAL GUI DE 1869

The first issue of the official postal guide, reprinted by Stanps of
I ndi a 2004, 236 pages, hardbound, enlarged fromoriginal octavo to A4
size, limted edition, Special price — Rs 2750, Credit cards & PayPal
accepted, visit http://ww. stanpsofindi a. com shop/ bookshop. ht m

© Copyright 2008, Stanmps of India, New Delhi. Al rights reserved.
For reproducing content from Stanps of India publications please ask
t he publisher for perm ssion stating exactly what you would like to
use, and for what purpose, before using the sane.



