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Hi

The issue # 1 of this digital weekly was dated August 28, 2000 and thus
with this issue we begin the 9'" year of publication.

W sincerely hope that during these 8 years this digital weekly has
been able to serve in sone small way the philately in India and Indian
philately worl dw de.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.
- MBS

Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: M Jagannath,
Akhi | esh Arka, Dinesh Chandra Sharnma

We invite your inputs, please email to witeback@tanpsofindi a.com

If you've found this newsletter useful, recommend it to a friend.
Better still, forward a copy of this issue. Also, please nention this
newsl etter when contacting other philatelists.

Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shal |l reinburse the costs incurred on images, philatelic itenms issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.

Pl ease send your queries in detail (imnmages welcone) on all matters
related to Philately and Postal Hi story of India and Indian States. W
will attenpt to find an answer for you

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

STEEP HI KE | N FOREI GN POSTAL RATES



The charges for foreign post will go up with effect from Septenber 1,

2008. The basic (20 grans) airmail letter overseas will now cost Rs 25
up fromRs 15 that is an increase of 67% Aerogranme wll now cost Rs
15 up fromRs 8.50, an increase of 77% Airmail Postcard will now cost

Rs 12 fromexisting Rs 8, an increase of 50%

REVI SI ON OF FOREI GN POSTAGE RATES
1. Revised Foreign Surface Postage Rates Applicable To Al Foreign
Countries

(1) Letters

Up to 20 grans: Rs 20.00

For every additional 20 grams or part thereof up to 500 granms: Rs 8.00
For every additional 100 grans or part thereof up to 2 KG Rs 30.00

(I'1) Small Packets
Up to 100 grans: Rs 40.00
For every additional 100 grans or part thereof up to 2 KG Rs 30.00

(1) Printed Papers

Up to 20 granms: Rs 10.00

For every additional 20 grans or part thereof up to 500 grams: Rs 5.00
For every additional 100 grans or part thereof up to 2 KG Rs 20.00

(I'V) Blind Literature Packets: Exenpted from postage

(V) Post Card (Single)

(i) Paki stan, Bangl adesh, Nepal and Bhutan: Rs 4.00

(ii) APPU Countries except those referred to in (i) above: Rs 6.00
(iii) Al other Countries: Rs 7.00

*Note: Details of Asian Pacific Postal Union Countries - Australia,
Brunei, Canbodia, China (People Republic), Fiji, Indonesia, Iran,
Japan, Korea(Republic), Laos (Republic), Ml aysia, Maldives, Manmar,
Nauru, New Zeal and, Papua New Cui nea, Philippines, Singapore, Solonon
I sland, Srilanka, Thailand, Vietnam Mngolia and Vanuatu

2. SAL (Surface Air Lifted)

For the Postal articles to be sent by Surface Airlifted (SAL) mail, the
surcharge of Rs 4 for 20 grams or part thereof for all countries other
t han SAARC countries shall be charged in addition to nornmal surface
mai|l rates

3. Bulk Bag Applicable To Al Foreign Countries
Not exceeding 5 kg: Rs 350.00
Per kg exceeding 5 kg: Rs 100.00

4. Air Mil

The rates of postage and air mail fees specified bel ow shall be
chargeabl e on postal articles posted in an Indian Post Ofice for
transm ssion by air routes, to the countries and places nentioned bel ow
and to which such node of transmi ssion is available

Airmai |l Postcard
Paki st an, Bangl adesh, Nepal and Bhutan: Rs 8.00
Al'l countries except Pakistan, Bangl adesh, Nepal and Bhutan: Rs 12.00



Aerograme: Rs 15.00

Air Surcharge on Letters for every 20 grans or part thereof
SAARC countries: Rs 3.00
Al'l countries except SAARC countries: Rs 5.00

Not e: Details of SAARC countries - Afghanistan, Bangl adesh, Bhutan,
Mal di ves, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka

The Service "Regi stered Newspaper" has been di sconti nued.

FORTHCOM NG STAMP | SSUES
Sep 15: Sardar Patel National Police Academny

Now days, issues are schedul ed and reschedul ed for rel ease at very
short notice say couple of days! As you can see that the world is
nmovi ng at very fast pace and we are still bringing out an issue only
after 7 long days. Thus it is inmpossible to informour readers thru
this weekly publication about forthcom ng stanp issues of India. W
however do our best to publish this information on the hone page of
www. st anpsofi ndi a. comas soon as it becones avail abl e.

New i ssues along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet, at
Rs 2 each, are put on sale on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post Ofices
including all Philatelic Bureaus and Philatelic Counters in India.

For an illustrated list of stanps in 2008, please visit

http: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com | i sts/stanps/2008st anps. ht m

Bl SM LLAH KHAN STAMP RELEASED

The Prinme Mnister of India, Dr Mannbhan Singh rel eased a comenorative
postage stanp in the denomi nation of Rs five on the cel ebrated mnusician
Shehnai Maestro Ustad Bism |l ah Khan on his death anniversary on August
21, 2008 at New Del hi .

Bi sm |1 ah Khan was born on March 21, 1916 at Bhirung Raut Ki Gli, in
Dunr aon, Bihar as the second son of Paiganbar Khan and Mtthan. His
ancestors were court rmusicians and used to play in Naggar khana in the
princely states of Bhojpur, nowin Bihar. H s father was a shehna
player in the court of Mharaja Keshav Prasad Singh of Dunraon Estate.
He received his training under his uncle, the late Ali Baksh 'Vilayatu'
a shehnai player attached to Varanasi's Vi shwanath Tenpl e.

Khan was perhaps single handedly responsible for making the shehnai a
fanmous cl assical instrunment. He brought the shehnai to the center stage
of Indian nusic with his concert in the Calcutta All India Misic
Conference in 1937. He was credited with having al nost nonopoly over
the instrunent as he and the shehnai are al nbst synonyns.

Khan had the rare honor of performng at Delhi's Red Fort on the eve of
India's Independence in 1947. He al so perfornmed Raga Kafi fromthe Red
Fort on the eve of India s first Republic Day cerenmpny, on January 26
1950. His recital had becone a cultural part of India s |ndependence
Day Cel ebrations, tel ecast on Doordarshan every year on August 15th.
After the Prine Mnister's speech fromLal Qla (the Red Fort,) in Ad



Del hi, Doordarshan woul d broadcast a |ive perfornmance by the shehna
maestro. This tradition dated fromthe days of Pandit Nehru.

Bi sm ||l ah Khan was conferred with the highest civilian award ‘ Bhar at
Ratna’ in 2001. He was earlier awarded Fell ow of Sangeet Natak Akademi
(1994), Talar Mausiquee from Republic of Iran (1992), Padnma Vi bhushan
(1980), Padma Bhushan (1968), Padma Shri (1961), Sangeet Natak Akadem
Award (1956), Tansen Award by CGovernment of Madhya Pradesh, Three
medals in Al India Misic Conference, Calcutta (1937), and "Best
Performer" in Al India Misic Conference, Allahabad (1930).

Bi sm | | ah Khan had honorary doctorates from Banaras H ndu University,
Vi sva Bharati University, and Santini ket an.

He played in al nbst every capital city across the world. He al so
participated in Wrld Exposition in Mntreal, Cannes Art Festival, and
Csaka Trade Fair. H's 80th birthday was cel ebrated by Wrld Misic
Institute in New York.

Khan had a brief association with novies. He played the shehnai for Dr
Raj kunar's rol e of Appanna in the novie Sanaadi Appanna. He acted in
Jal saghar, a novie by Satyajit Ray and provided sound of shehnai in
Goonj Ut hi Shehnai

Khan is one of the finest nusicians in post-independent |ndian

Cl assical music and one of the best exanples of hindu-nuslimunity in
I ndia. Though a pious Shi'ite Muslim he was also, |ike many Indian
musi ci ans, regardl ess of religion, a devotee of Saraswati, the goddess
of wi sdom and the arts, and often played at tenples, including the
fanous Vi shwanath Tenple in Varanasi, on the banks of the river Ganga.

He passed away on August 21, 2006 at the age of ninety. The Governnent

of India declared one day of national nourning on his death. Hi s body

was buried at Fatemain burial ground of old Varanasi under a neemtree
with 21-gun salute fromIndian Arny.

Sangeet Nat ak Akademi, New Del hi, instituted the 'Ustad Bism || ah Khan
Yuva Puraskar' in 2007, in his honor, for young artistes in the field
of music, theatre and dance.

C R Pakrashi designed the Stanp and the First Day Cover. Al ka Sharnma
designed the pictorial first day postmark. Brochure containing wite-up
and technical data was issued on the occasion. The First Day Cover and
the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each. Security Printing Press,
Hyderabad printed the stanps by wet offset in the quantities of 0.4
mllion each.

For an illustrated |list of stanps in 2008, please visit

htt p: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf | i sts/stanps/2008st anps. ht m

The conplete illustrated |ist of Meghdoot Post Card is available at:
http://ww. stanpsofindi a.con |ists/ meghdoot. htm

For an illustrated list of all kinds of Postcards in 2008, visit
http://stanpsofindia.conilists/2008PC. ht m

For an illustrated |list of Aerogramme & Inland Letter in 2008, visit



http://stanpsofindia.com|ists/2008ILC htm

For an illustrated list of all kinds of Envel opes in 2007, visit
http://stanmpsofindia.con|ists/2007EN. ht m

For an illustrated |ist of Special Postnarks & Covers in 2008, visit
http://ww. st anpsofindi a. conf|ists/pnk/2008pm ht m

For an illustrated list of Arnmy Postal Service Issues in 2008, visit
http://stanpsofindi a.conilists/pnk/aps/2008aps. ht m

INDIA WNS 10 MORE MEDALS AT OLYMPI CS

The OLYMPHI LEX is a world class O ynpic and sports philatelic
exhibition. The first OLYMPH LEX was held at the 1984 Summer O ynpics
in Los Angeles. The first was the only nonconpetitive show and with 2nd
exhi bition onwards all have been held on conpetitive basis. The 2nd was
held in 1985 at Lausanne, Switzerland. The 3rd edition of CLYMPH LEX
was held at Rome in 1987. Since holding of the fourth CLYMPH LEX during
the AQynpic Ganes in Seoul in 1988 it has been an integral part of the
A ynpic Games. The 5'", 6'" 7'" and 8'" OLYMPHI LEX were hel d at

Barcel ona, Atlanta, Sidney, and Athens respectively.

International Philatelic Federation (FIP) and International Federation
of Aynmpic Philately (FIPO have cooperated for sone editions of
OLYMPHI LEX. However FIP had registered OLYMPH LEX in 2001 as a
trademark and is not a part of the 9" edition which is now naned
OLYMPEX.

OLYMPEX the O ynpic Expo Beijing 2008 was hel d under the patronage of
the International Aynmpic Committee (10C), China Aynpic Comrmittee, the
Beijing Organizing Committee for the Ganes of the XXI X dynpiad, and
China Post Group. It was held in coordination with the International
Federation of Aympic Philately (FIPO and the |1 OC Comm ssion for
Philately, Numismatic and Menorabili a.

| OC president, Jacques Rogge inaugurated COLYMPEX, the O ynpic Expo
Beijing 2008 on August, 8 2008 in the norning. | OC Honorary President
Juan Antoni o Sanmaranch was the Chief Guest at closing & prize giving
cerenony. There were 3 Chanpi onship nmedals — Gold, Silver, and Bronze
were awarded to three gold nedalists after a secret voting.

Organi zing Committee of OLYMPEX 2008 appoi nted Di nesh Chandra Sharma of
Lucknow as national conm ssioner for India. For the first tine, ten
exhibits fromlIndia, 5 fromLucknow and 5 from Bangal ore, partici pated
in an exhibition held during the Aynpics. India won 1 Verneil, 5
Silver including 1 each in Youth, and Open, and 2 in Literature cl ass;
and 4 Bronze nmedals including 1 in Youth class.

Verei |l Medal
Di nesh Chandra Sharnma’s Sunmer d ynpic Ganes

Silver Medal

Di nesh Chandra Sharma’'s Sports in the Mdern Wrl d

Di nesh Chandra Sharma’s Sports (Literature d ass)

Di nesh Chandra Sharnma’s The History of O ynpic Ganes through Philately
(Literature d ass)

Shalini Sharnma’s The AQynpic Spirit-100 Years of the Ganmes (Open C ass)



Gaut ham K Achar’s Cycling (Youth C ass)

Bronze Medal

T N Prahl ada Rao’s Sumer d ynpics

T N Prahl ada Rao’s Sumer O ynpics-Gane's W se

M Jagannath’ s | nages of Sunmer O ynpics

Varun Bal akri shnan’s The A ynmpic Ganes (Youth d ass)

For details of Indian Participation in international exhibitions please
visit http://ww.stanpsofindi a. conlinfobase/ 2%20shows%?0cal endar. ht m
POST OFFI CES DELI VER BANK LOANS

India Post and the State Bank of India (SBI) have | aunched a uni que
joint project in Punjab to provide banking facilities in the unbanked
areas. The rural nasses in the state can now access the | oan and
deposit schenes of the State Bank through post offices. The facility
has al ready been set up in 43 post offices. The target is to extend the
arrangenent to 600 nore post offices. Post Masters of rural posta
branches have been specially trained for this purpose.

The joint venture mainly focuses on rural custonmers who are in need of
| oans but unable to reach banks. The post offices will carry out all
the front office jobs for the State Bank relating to | oans and
deposits, including disbursenent of |oans. The | oans will, however, be
sancti oned by the SBI

Post O fices are already handling the SBI Miutual Funds. There are over
3,900 post offices in Punjab

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

Sep 12-14: Mysore, Coin & Stanmps Show

Nov 21-23: Thrissur, Philatelic Exhibition, THRI SSURPEX-2008
Participation: Open to Kerala State, 100 Franes

Organi zer: Philatelic Cub Thrissur, part of their 30 year cel ebrations
Venue: Pandy Sanmpboha Madhom Thri ssur

Deal ers Booth: Rs 3,000 (limted to 15 deal ers only)

Philatelic issues: 1 Special postmark Mahat ma Gandhi theme

Contact: philatelicclubthrissur@ediffnail.com

For a list of exhibitions in 2008, please visit
htt p: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. coml i nf obase/ event s2008. ht m

VEETI NGS

The schedul e of neetings of the philatelic organizations in Indiais
avai | abl e at http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com i nf obase/ cl ubneet . ht m
ADVERT| SEMENTS

Pl ease visit http://ww.stanpsofindi a. conf ot her/ sitegui de/ x16. ht m f or
tariff and terns

| TS COLLECTORS DI RECTORY, 3'¢ edition 2008 Edited by Suraj Jaitly, 80
pages listing contact details of stanp collectors, dealers, clubs,
magazi nes, websites, fromlIndia & overseas. Plus lots of rel evant
information. Price Rs.250 or US $8 or Euro 6 OR £4 [Post paid]

Contact at surajjaitly@otnail.comor indianthenaticsociety@mail.com




WANTED | ndi a Stanp Booklets of King Edward VI1, King George V & VI,
Unexpl oded, expl oded, and in all conditions,
Cont act MADHUKAR DEOGAWANKA deogawanka@at yam net.in

STAMP QUI ZZES by Anil Dhir, 224 pages, 2007 edition, contains over 1500
guestions and answers. Conprehensive & detailed with quizzes on Cenera
Philately, India, Indian States, USA, Britain, Australia & New Zeal and
Must for all Philatelists & stanp clubs, Rs 300 post free in India.
US$20+ actual postage el sewhere, ANIL DH R anil dhir2k5@ot mai | . com

VI EWs & OPI NI ONS

READERS FORUM
<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inmportant to us as it hel ps evol ve the
newsl etter. Please send us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

ASHOK BOSE, M ssi ssauga, Canada

After many years the Indian athletes and sportsnen have brought |aurels
to the country by winning nedals in the Aynpics held at Beijing.

I ndi a post can cel ebrate this achi evenent by overprinting the four
stanps on the M niature Souvenir sheet as under

1. The A ynpics torch stanp can be overprinted with the number of
nedal s won |ike ONE GOLD fol l owed by TWO BRONZE on the next Iine.

2. The wrestling achievenent can be nentioned on the archery stanp with
t he nane of the wi nner followed by WRESTLING and if necessary the
category & nmedal type

3. The boxi ng and shooting achi evenent can be overprinted on the
respective stanps with the nanme of the wi nner, category and nedal type.

India Post has printed one million of the mniature sheets. Surely they
have several thousand left in their stock which they can overprint.

If they intend to overprint, they should ensure the follow ng:

1. Overprinting in one place and not |ike REFUGEE RELI EF where we have
several versions of the sane overprint.

2. Adequate logistics for equal distribution of the overprinted stanps
in all the philatelic Bureaus so as to avoid half a dozen dealers in
conjunction with corrupt postal enployees buying up the conplete |ot
and then selling themat a prem um on EBay.

This will not only adequately encourage future O ynpians but al so
create an innovation by India Post.

GOVI ND SHARMA, UK

It was interesting to read about India Today. | appreciate the action
taken by Mhir Srivastava. This thing happens in India only. |I have not
heard of any other country pre-issue selling on the narket before date.

JEEVAN JYOTIl, Shinla
It refers to your editorial published in Issue No. 355 of this digita
weekly. It is very good that you explained the facts very clearly to



the readers. | have al so gone through the article published in India
Today "Stanp of a Scam' about the | eakage of stanps before they are
officially issued. | felt very bad to read the article and found that

it was totally unfair on the part of a philatelist, the way he tried to
def ame the nanme of a another philatelist. The philatelic conmunity of

I ndia nmust protest against it.

We are all aware of the fact that it has becone a conmmon practice these
days of availability of Indian stanps in the philatelic market. These
stanps are sold at high prices and nany philatelists |ove to collect
themfor their own pleasure. No deal er conpels themto purchase them

It is their own choice whether to purchase them or not.

The article states that such issues are nostly | eaked from Del hi

Phil atelic Bureau popul arly known as Dak Bhawan which is not true. Such
i ssues are |leaked in all parts of the country at different places. This
fact is known to all philatelists. The witer has not investigated the
fact properly. Before giving the article in such a reputed nagazi ne,
the witer nust have investigated properly.

The | eakage of these confidential itens is due to the negligence of

hi gher authority and conni vance of Postal Staff. If they do not offer
these itens how a person can purchase them So it is inmportant that the
hi gh officials of India Post make rigorous rules for new issues. There
are some Postal Administrations of certain countries which do not even
di scl ose the i mage of the stanp on their websites before the officia
date of issue. If these stanps are sent to the bureau just a day before
the issue date or India Post takes a decision to issue new rel ease at a
single specific place, this can be easily checked. After the issue of
the stanps at a specific place, these stanps should be distributed to
di fferent philatelic bureaus of the country.

In ny opinion any philatelist or dealer should not be blanmed for this.
It starts fromtheir end only when they get themin their hands. Wo is
primarily involved in providing themthese itens? - It is the enpl oyees
of Postal Departnent itself. The dealers are not going to steal them
fromthe Treasury of the Post Ofice. Like stanps many other itens |ike
coins, antiques, paintings, and celebrities’ personal itens are sold at
very high prices in open market and auctions. People purchase them just
because of their passion. No one conpels themto purchase such itens.

If one rationally thinks of these itens with a cool m nd, he/she
definitely would feel that it is of no use paying such high price for
them The same is with the stanps, its value is only for a philatelist
who has a passion to acquire them For a common man he woul d never like
to pay high amount for small bits of paper

It is nore inportant to check this irregularity in different philatelic
Bureaus of the country. | think if strong steps are taken, it could be
checked to a great extent. However, India Post is doing very well by

i ssuing all pre-decided stanps which were in the queue for inmediate
rel ease but were bei ng postponed for unknown reasons. It is also the
responsibility of every philatelist to avoid such illegal and pre-

rel eased issues and help India Post in providing best service to the
phil atelists.

FEATURES & RESOURCES



I ndian Laws Rel evant to Philately
http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. conf i nf obase/ | aws. ht m

Report Cyber Crime & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsofi ndi a. cont i nf obase/ cybercrinme. htm

NEWSSCAN

<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and posta
matters, fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion
her e>

ADM NI STRI VI A

‘Stanmps of India Collectors Conmpanion’ is published by Madhukar Jhi ngan
nj hi ngan@ahoo. com for ‘ Stanps of India, 49-D, BG5, PaschimVihar

New Del hi 110063. Phone: +91-11-25281578, Mbbile: +91-9350537037

Subj ect to Del hi Jurisdiction

Awar ds Received: Silver Medal with the ‘Felicitations of the Jury’ at
‘BELG CA 2001' World Philatelic Exhibition, Brussels, June 9-17, 2001

‘Stanmps of India does not rent, sell, or otherw se share your e-nmai
address with any third-party.

Qur now fanpus Di scl ai mer!
http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. conl si t egui de/ w04. ht m

STAMPS OF I NDI A al so publi shes:

STAVMPS OF INDI A http://ww. stanpsofindia.com
The Hub Site of Indian Philately

PRI NCELY STATES REPORT http://ww. princel ystates.com
Journal of Indian States History, Philately & Num smatics

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://ww. st anpsoni ndi a. com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics

| NDI AN POSTAL GUI DE 1869

The first issue of the official postal guide, reprinted by Stanps of

I ndi a 2004, 236 pages, hardbound, enlarged fromoriginal octavo to A4
size, limted edition, Special price — Rs 2750, Credit cards & PayPa
accepted, visit http://ww. st anpsofindi a. coml shop/ bookshop. ht m

© Copyright 2008, Stanmps of India, New Delhi. Al rights reserved.
For reproduci ng content from Stanps of India publications please ask
t he publisher for perm ssion stating exactly what you would like to
use, and for what purpose, before using the sane.



