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I ndi a Today the popul ar weekly news magazine in its issue dated August
18, 2008 did a two page story ‘Stanp of a scami by Mhir Srivastava. It
is also available online at the follow ng Iink

http://indi at oday. di gi tal today. i n/i ndex. php?opti on=com content & ten d=1
&t ask=vi ew& d=12729&sect i oni d=36& ssuei d=66&page=ar chi eve. It is about
stanps being available in the narket nonths before they are officially
rel eased by India Post.

We have regularly been reporting events of this nature for years and
have reported the premature stanps nmentioned in |India Today about six
nonths ago in February 2008.

However we do wi sh that a nagazine of India Today’'s stature to have

bal anced coverage which this story unfortunately does not have. It is
possi bl e that 10 persons are selling premature issues online and
possibly 90 nore are selling themoffline; then why signal out only one
person? Why not do some nore investigation? Wiy not |ist nore nanes of
persons who are selling these stanps?

We also believe it is a good journalistic practice to talk to those you
wite about. In this case Mhir Srivastava didn't even speak to Vinod
Sabharwal to get his version or explanation. W find this strange. The
slant of the story appears to be as if Sabharwal is the only person

di stributing stanps nonths before their release and it seens as if he
is the only one who has managed a steady supply fromthe philatelic
bureau New Del hi .



We consider premature sale of stanps a serious offense. The stanps

whi ch cone out of postal treasuries before the issue date are sold by
m st ake sonetimes by sone post office usually due to the rescheduling
of the issue information not reaching on tine and this use to happen
once in a while. However the regular availability of alnobst all issues
in quantity in recent tinmes indicates the involvenent of posta

enpl oyees. It is a clear case of enbezzlenent in the postal treasury.
VWhat steps, if any, have been taken by India Post to stop this ongoing
pilferage is not known?

W firmy believe that inaction of the postal officers on the |arge
scal e premature supply of Guru Granth Sahib in 2005 enbol dened t he
postal enpl oyees, stanp deal ers, philatelists, and investors. Even a
catal og publisher in India has listed this premature issue with ful
catal og status as any other regular issue. India Post did issue orders
that this particular issue is not valid for postage, cannot be
exhibited in philatelic exhibitions, and will be seized by India Post,
however this was a nmere formality. Strangely these orders were
confidential and were not conmunicated to philatelic comunity!

First of all to deal with the problem of prenmature stanps it is
required that the officers responsible in India Post should relearn to
accept responsibility for their actions or inactions and any orders

i ssued to deal with the premature issues should be gi ven maxi mum
possi bl e publicity as well as strictly adhered to.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.
- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Jaydev
Nansey, O K Prakash, Robin Aggarwal, and Ajay Agrawa

We invite your inputs, please email to witeback@tanpsofindi a.com

If you've found this newsletter useful, recoomend it to a friend.
Better still, forward a copy of this issue. Also, please nention this
newsl etter when contacting other philatelists.

Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shal | reinburse the costs incurred on inmages, philatelic itenms issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.

Pl ease send your queries in detail (images welconme) on all matters
related to Philately and Postal Hi story of India and Indian States. W
will attenpt to find an answer for you

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
FORTHCOM NG STAMP | SSUES

Aug 21: Bisnillah Khan, Rs 5
Sep 15: Sardar Patel National Police Academny

Now days, issues are schedul ed and reschedul ed for rel ease at very
short notice say couple of days! As you can see that the world is
noving at very fast pace and we are still bringing out an issue only



after 7 long days. Thus it is inpossible to informour readers thru
this weekly publication about forthcom ng stanp issues of India. W
however do our best to publish this information on the hone page of
www. st anpsofi ndi a. comas soon as it becones avail abl e.

New i ssues along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet, at
Rs 2 each, are put on sale on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post O fices
including all Philatelic Bureaus and Philatelic Counters in India.

For an illustrated |ist of stanps in 2008, please visit
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. com | i sts/stanps/2008st anps. htm

NEW POSTAL STATI ONERY

Fol | owi ng Meghdoot post cards with adverti senent were recently
rel eased:

Anti Tobacco, Oiya
Smal | Savings, Oiya
AIDS, Oiya

The grand total till date is now 649, with 118 added this year.

The conplete illustrated Iist of Meghdoot Post Card is available at:
htt p: // ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com | i st s/ meghdoot. ht m

Following Inland Letter Card with adverti sement were recently
rel eased:

AIDS, Oriya

For an illustrated |list of all kinds of Postcards in 2008, visit
http://stanpsofindia.con|ists/2008PC. htm

For an illustrated |list of Aerogranme & Inland Letter in 2008, visit
http://stanpsofindia.comlists/2008ILC htm

For an illustrated list of all kinds of Envel opes in 2007, visit
http://stanmpsofindia.com|ists/2007EN. ht m

RECENT SPECI AL POSTMARKS & COVERS

Jun 05: Itanagar, World Environnment Day 2008

For an illustrated |ist of Special Postnmarks & Covers in 2008, visit
http: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com | i sts/ pnk/2008pm ht m

For an illustrated list of Army Postal Service Issues in 2008, visit
http://stanmpsofindia.conflists/pnk/aps/2008aps. htm

I TS | NSTANT AUCTI ON SALE

I ndi an Thematic Society indianthematicsociety@nail.comis holding an

I nstant Auction Sale closing on Septenber 6, 2008. The auction features
nodern India and foreign thematic issues.

For a list of auctions in India, please visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com i nf obase/ aucti on. htm




PHI LATELI C HANDBOOK ON | NDI AN RAI LWAYS

Just published is ‘Philatelic Handbook on Indian Railways' by Vikas

Si ngh vi kas. si ngh@ ecki tt bencki ser.com The 32 page all color art paper
publication is very well produced. The handbook showcases devel opnent
of railways in India as featured on stanps. The book is available for
Rs 200 postpaid (in India) fromthe author

POST OFFI CES NAMED AFTER SAI BABA

Robi n Aggarwal has conpiled a list of Indian post offices naned after
Sai Baba. There are 19 post offices alnpst all are in Maharashtra, with
16 in Munbai. Qutside Maharashtra there is 1 in Karnataka, and 1 in
Tam | Nadu. The additions are wel cone.

The information is provided in the follow ng fornat:
Nane of post office, Pincode, Cty, State, Remark if any

01 Shirdi, 423109 Ahnednagar, Maharashtra,

02 Sai Baba Mandir Road, 560028, Bangal ore, Karnataka

03 Sai Baba Tekadi, 400051, Munbai, Mharashtra

04 Sai Baba Lane, 400054, Munbai, Maharashtra

05 Sai Baba Nagar (Borivali), 400092, Minbai, Mharashtra

06 Sai Baba Road, 400051, Munbai, Maharashtra

07 Sai bag, 400067, Munbai, Mharashtra

08 Sai Dham Marg, 400009, Munbai, Mharashtra

09 Sai Dham Wadi, 400004, Munbai, Maharashtra

10 Sai Dham Wadi, 400064, Munbai, Mharashtra

11 Sai Hills 400078, Munbai, Mharashtra

12 Sai Road, 400050, Munbai, Mharashtra

13 Sai Nagar, 400067, Munbai, Mharashtra

14 Sai Nath Chowk, 400070, Munbai, Mharashtra

15 Sai Nath Road, 400064, Mnbai, Mharashtra

16 Sai Nath Wadi, 400084, Munbai, Muharashtra

17 Shree Sai Dham Wadi (Bapti Road Cross Lane), 400004, Minbai, Mha
18 Shri Sai Dham Wadi (Duarts Quarters), 400004, Minbai, Mharashtra
19 Sai Baba M ssion, 641011, Coi mbatore, Tam | Nadu

The foll owing post offices are not related to Sai Baba but to SAl -
Sports Authority of India:

01 SAl Conpl ex, 700098, North 24 Parganas, West Benga

02 SAl, 342034, Jodhpur, Rajasthan

03 SAl Canp, 262403, Nainital, Utrakhand

PRQJIECT ARROW BY | NDI A POST

I ndi a Post has | aunched a series of fully upgraded and conpletely new

| ook Post Ofices in the services of the rural people. Called “Project
Arrow’, the launch ains to re-vitalize the post office network and
enable it to play a larger role in socio-economc transformation of the
country. These new age Post O fices are nmeant to serve as a wi ndow to
the world for the common man by focusing on their needs. The M nister
of Communi cations & Informati on Technol ogy, A Raja inaugurated Project
Arrow in Post Ofices at Peranbal ur and CGeetha Mahal, Kall ankuri chi
Road, Ariyalur in Tam| Nadu. The Mnister of State for Conmmunications
& I T, Jyotiraditya M Scindia inaugurated the Project at Mirar Head Post
Ofice (Gmalior), Mrena, Shivpuri, Guna and Ashok Nagar in Madhya
Pradesh.



Under the project, India Post has identified 50 post offices in Andhra
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Maharashtra, North East, Madhya Pradesh, O ssa,
Raj ast han, Tami| Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand covering 10 Posta
Circles. By the end of the current year, 500 such Post Ofices will get
operational in the country. Strict adherence to the tinelines is part
of the strategy.

These post offices are being given a thorough nmake over both in terns
of “physical | ook and feel” and upgrading service delivery through IT
enabl ed procedures. ldentity branding including a new|logo and a new

sl ogan, designing of exteriors and interiors, upgradation of computer
hardware and software, inprovenent in delivery of services and
upgradation in connectivity are the main features of the Project Arrow.
The post office in rural areas will henceforth be a single w ndow
facility for banking, noney renmittance, transmi ssion and delivery of

i nfornati on. Besides providing traditional services in a nbdern, nore
efficient and technol ogy based node, the post offices will also forman
i ndi spensabl e part of all social and civic initiatives such as Nationa
Rural Enpl oyment Guarantee Schene and National A d Age Pension Scherne.
The stress is on creating a conducive and friendly work environment for
both staff and custoners.

Project Arrow has twin objectives: to transformlndia Posts into a

vi brant and responsive organi zation and to nmake a visible and positive
di fference in postal operations to benefit the custoners. Nearly 89% of
the network of India Post is in rural areas. Project Arrow is expected
to bring the rural populace in direct comruni cation with the outside
worl d and bring benefits of development to their doorsteps. The Project
is being seen as a significant step towards realization of India Post’s
notto — “Dak Seva-Jan Seva” (postal service — people’s service).

Project Arrow will provide the necessary inpetus to other post offices
to ensure that the form dabl e network of the Departnent of Posts
becomes a seanl ess technol ogy driven |India-w de network. A Steering
Committee and a Core Team have been put in place in the Mnistry of
Conmuni cations and I T to nonitor inplenentation of the Project at all
st ages.

PI N CODE DI RECTORY 2008

The India Post PIN Code Directory 2008 CD was rel eased on July 25,
2008. The Directory naps over 150,000 post offices in India to PIN
Codes and provi des useful information about the post offices.

The Features of this product include, PIN Code database downl oadable in
Excel (csv) format. It would be possible to integrate the database with
mailing lists of organizations, so that PIN codes can be added or
corrected in the addresses; Search, View and Print options for PIN
Codes of states and districts including individual PIN Codes; Printing
of selected range of PIN Code information; and Free PDF version of the
book, *The India Post Ready Reckoner’

The package can be installed in Desktop (Single Systen) or Server
Client node. Al prerequisites for installation are provided in the CD

Free updates and upgrades will be provided for a period of 3 years for
regi stered custonmers. Custoners need to register at:



www. pt ci nf 0. org/ pi ncodedi rectory, after purchase of CD. Free support
through enmail for a period of one year will al so be provded.

GUNTUR NUM SMATI C & PHI LATELI C SOCI ETY

The Guntur Numismatic & Philatelic Society now neets at Kanna Concept
School, 3/2, Arundel pet, Guntur 522002 every nmonth on 2nd Sunday at 6
pm For nore information please contact MV S Prasad, Secretary, Phone
09866710379 prasad _mandal i @ahoo. com

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

Aug 15: Akola, India's Freedom Struggle

Aj ay Agrawal celebrated India' s |Independence Day by exhibiting 80 pages
of his award w nning exhibit "India s Freedom Struggle" in Kothari
Convent, Akola. It was viewed by nearly 1500 students, teachers, and
parents, conprising of 7 schools. They were indeed surprised to see
freedomfighters many of whomthey have not even heard of before.
Agrawal says the joy he got was sonewhat nore than w nning a Medal .

The phot ographs of the event are on show at

http://ww. orkut.co.in/Al bunLi st. aspx?ui d=15355327103229432314

Sep 12-14: Mysore, Coin & Stanmps Show

Nov 21-23: Thrissur, Philatelic Exhibition, THRI SSURPEX- 2008
Participation: Open to Kerala State, 100 Franes

Organi zer: Philatelic Cub Thrissur, part of their 30 year cel ebrations
Venue: Pandy Sanmpboha Madhom Thri ssur

Deal ers Booth: Rs 3,000 (limted to 15 deal ers only)

Philatelic issues: 1 Special postmark Mahat ma Gandhi theme

Contact: philatelicclubthrissur@ediffnail.com

For a list of exhibitions in 2008, please visit
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. coml i nf obase/ event s2008. ht m

MVEETI NGS
The schedul e of neetings of the philatelic organizations inIndiais
avai | abl e at http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com i nf obase/ cl ubneet . ht m

ADVERTI| SEMENTS
Pl ease visit http://ww.stanpsofindi a.conf ot her/sitegui de/ x16. ht m f or
tariff and terns

| TS COLLECTORS DI RECTORY, 3'¢ edition 2008 Edited by Suraj Jaitly, 80
pages listing contact details of stanp collectors, dealers, clubs,
magazi nes, websites, fromlIndia & overseas. Plus lots of rel evant
information. Price Rs.250 or US $8 or Euro 6 OR £4 [Post paid]

Contact at surajjaitly@otnail.comor indianthenaticsociety@mail.com

WANTED | ndi a Stanp Bookl ets of King Edward VII, King George V & VI,
Unexpl oded, expl oded, and in all conditions,
Cont act MADHUKAR DEOGAWANKA deogawanka@at yam net.in

STAMP QUI ZZES by Anil Dhir, 224 pages, 2007 edition, contains over 1500
guestions and answers. Conprehensive & detailed with qui zzes on Cenera
Philately, India, Indian States, USA, Britain, Australia & New Zeal and
Must for all Philatelists & stanp clubs, Rs 300 post free in India.
US$20+ actual postage el sewhere, ANIL DH R anil dhir2k5@ot nai | . com




VI EWS & OPI NI ONS

INDI A POST & RI GHT TO | NFORVATI ON

Subhash Chandra Agrawal of Delhi is the Guinness Record Hol der for nost
letters in newspapers. He has witten score of letters on postal and
philatelic matters as well. Here we reproduce his recent subni ssion
regarding his petition to the Information Conm ssioner under R ght To
Informati on Act documenting his experience seeking information fromthe
Philately Division of India Post.

Honourabl e Shri M M Ansari ji

I nformati on Comm ssi oner
Central Information Comm ssion
Club Building, Od JNU Conpl ex
NEW DELHI - 110067

Re Petition Nunmber CIC/ MA C/ 2008/ 00276; Subm ssions in response to
first hearing held on 06.08.2008

Respected Sir

Kindly refer to reply number 43-1/2008-Phil dated 05.08.2008 filed by
Deputy Director General (Philately) while seeking adjournnent on behal f
of Departnent of Posts on my petition Nunmber CIC/ MY C/ 2008/ 00276
earlier fixed for hearing on 06.08.2008 (12.10 pm.

1. It is wong to suggest that a reply dated 04.02.2008 from Depart nent
of Posts was in response to any of ny RTI petitions dated 17.12.2007
and 28.02. 2008 now before the Honourabl e Conmi ssion under section 18 of
RTI Act. In fact, reply dated 04.02.2008 was in response to ny other
petition also of 17.12.2007. Though even this reply was also |late, yet
the petitioner did not cover that very petition also dated 17.12.2007
for which a late reply dated 04.02.2008 has been mentioned by the
Respondent .

2. Respondents have for first time in their letter dated 06.06.2008
responded to ny query raised in my RTlI petition dated 17.12.2007 about
mul ti -denom nati on stanp-sheets requiring reasons for having stanps of
nore than one denom nation in one stanp-sheet when users of different
denom nations are different, and about proportion of such stanp-sheets
I ying unsold. Reply though inconclusive was |ate by nore than five
nont hs. Respondents have failed to give reasons for issuing nulti-
denom nati on stanp-sheets when users of different denoni nations were
different, and it was adnmitted that such nulti-denom nation stanp-
sheets were lying unsold with the Departnent. Directions may kindly be
given to respondents to provide reasons for a practice which is
contrary to interest of the Department and users of postal services.

3. Respondents replied to ny RTI petition dated 28.02. 2008 about
violation of rule nunber 72(4) at chapter VIII ‘M scellaneous’ of
Handbook on Philately issued by Department of Posts, in issuing of
commenor ative stanp in honour of late Shri Mirasoli Maran in regi ne of
his son Shri Dayani dhi Maran as Uni on Conmuni cati on M nister when the
rule was not to issue any such stanp before ten years after death of a
personal ity exception being heads of state. It is shocking to note that
the | earned Appellate Authority at Departnment of Posts in its order



dated 06.06.2008 did not take it as violation of rule! It is of
significance that list of 96 such cases of comrenorative stanps issued
before ten years of death of a personality, as provided by the CPIQ
mentions the word ‘exception’ on such issuance of conmenorative stanps
for heads of nation and al so heads of governnment and father of nation
even though rul es all owed such exenption only for heads of state. A
copy of TA report 13.06.2008 on the matter is enclosed for kind ready
reference. It may be nentioned that India is a denocratic republic
rather than a nonarchy-ruled state, and a Union M nister cannot have
di scretionary power to violate rules framed for the Departnent
concerning his Mnistry. | appeal that information regarding violation
of rules by Departnent of Posts should be admtted and nmade public.

It is prayed accordingly.
Regar ds

SUBHASH CHANDRA AGRAVWAL

(@ui nness Record Hol der for nost letters in newspapers)
1775 Kucha Lattushah

Dari ba DELH 110006 (I ndi a)

Mobi | e 9810033711 Fax 23254036

E-mai | subhashmadhu@i fy. com

Web www. subhashmadhu. com

08. 08. 2008

c.c. Shri RRP Singh, Deputy Director CGeneral (Philately)

READERS FORUM

<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inmportant to us as it hel ps evolve the
newsl etter. Please send us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

MV S PRASAD, Quntur

At the outset, | on behalf of the nenmbers of our society and
Philatelists in general, express ny sincere gratitude and appreciation
for the service your organi sation has been doing for the devel opnent of
t he wonderful hobby through the website. Through this altruistic
website, we were able to keep ourselves up dated of the information on
phil ately which the Postal departmnment has been unable to do. It is an
established fact, the due to the | atest pastinmes generated by the
conputer and internet, young school children and the present day youth
are not even aware of the wonderful and educative hobby of philately.
We hope and wish you will continue to put all efforts to keep the
wani ng hobby of Philately alive and kicking for the benefit of future
gener ati ons.

We at Quntur, are trying our best to create interest anong the schoo

ki ds on Hobbies in general and Philately in particular through various
activities of the society. Recently i.e. on the 8th of June, a

Phil ately and Hobbies Club was started at the Kanna English Medi um
School, GQuntur (An institution with over 1600 students up to class X).
The club, affiliated to our Society was inaugurated by the Mayor of our
city and over 200 students interested in various hobbies including
Philately, Nunmismatics, drawing etc. cane forward to actively take up

t heir hobbi es. A one-day exhibition and Wrkshop was wel |l received by

t he budding kids. The Society is planning taking initiatives to start



nore such clubs at sone nore schools in Guntur and hope we will be able
to succeed in bringing nore children into the fold.

CAPTAI N RAKESH BAI' S, Pune

It is interesting to note that despite the article in India today and
assurance by Mnister of State (Jyotiraditya Scindia) Pune GPO was not
even aware of release of Coast Guard Stanps on August 12 and | had to
return back enpty handed. | went from Lonavala 70 Km away) .

To add to injury was the fact that A ynpic stanps were not avail able as
|ate as on August 12. | think people are right when they say they are
going to give up collecting Indian stanps.

JI GAR J DESAlI, Munbai

I would like to point out a mstake in newy issued postage stanps of

I ndian Coast Guard. In Hindi it says that Indian Coast QGuard

Organi zation was forned in 1st February 1977 but in English it says
that | ndian Coast Guard Organi zation was formed in 1st February 1877.
It has a gap of 100 years in H ndi and English versions. Wy India Post
does not check final wite up before sending it to print?

NARESH AGRAVWAL, Bil aspur (Chhatti sgarh)

| endorse the conments of Ms. Jeevan Jyoti that the declaration of

NATI ONAL in 2009 is alarmng. Certainly the approach towards

appoi ntnent of jury, nunmber of jury, class of jury, the standard of
jury and of coarse approach of the jury is the natter which needs to be
carefully rectified and so an n inportant issue. | would suggest that

I ndia Post should invite senior, unbiased, broadnm nded and seriously
concerned philatelists to be consulted before appoi ntnment of jury
because these philatelists represents the philatelic community which is
actual ly seriously concerned with the matter.

Secondly I would like the readers and all concerned to seriously go
through all previous articles published n this newsletter after | NPEX
2008 and put before the India Post sonme of the ideas to bring in sone
nost desirabl e changes in | NPEX 2009 to benefit the philatelists and
participants in general especially the aggrieved ones.

Detailed views in this regard will follow in next newsletter.

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndi an Laws Rel evant to Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conl i nf obase/ | aws. ht m

Report Cyber Crime & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. cont i nf obase/ cybercrine. ht m

NEWBSCAN

<W invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and posta
matters, fromother print and electronic publications, for inclusion
her e>

The Tines of India, Aug 17, 2008

H S HOBBY SPREADS MESSAGE OF ROAD SAFETY



http://timesofindia.indiatines.com Chennai/Hi s hobby spreads nessage of
~road_safety /articl eshow 3372444. cns

—————————— **********O\‘*********——————————

ADM NI STRI VI A

‘Stanmps of India Collectors Conmpanion’ is published by Madhukar Jhi ngan
nj hi ngan@ahoo. comfor ‘Stanps of India, 49-D, BG 5, PaschimVihar,
New Del hi 110063. Phone: +91-11-25281578, Mbbile: +91-9350537037

Subj ect to Del hi Jurisdiction

Awar ds Received: Silver Medal with the ‘Felicitations of the Jury' at
‘BELG CA 2001' World Philatelic Exhibition, Brussels, June 9-17, 2001

‘Stanmps of India does not rent, sell, or otherw se share your e-mail
address with any third-party.

Qur now fanous Discl ai mer!
http: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conl si t egui de/ w04. ht m

STAVMPS OF I NDI A al so publishes:

STAMPS OF I NDI A http://ww. stanpsofindi a.com
The Hub Site of Indian Philately

PRI NCELY STATES REPORT http://ww. princel ystates.com
Journal of Indian States History, Philately & Num snatics

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://ww. st anpsoni ndi a. com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics

| NDI AN POSTAL GUI DE 1869

The first issue of the official postal guide, reprinted by Stanps of
I ndi a 2004, 236 pages, hardbound, enlarged fromoriginal octavo to A4
size, limted edition, Special price — Rs 2750, Credit cards & PayPal
accepted, visit http://ww. stanpsofindi a. com shop/ bookshop. ht m

© Copyright 2008, Stanmps of India, New Delhi. Al rights reserved.
For reproducing content from Stanps of India publications please ask
t he publisher for perm ssion stating exactly what you would like to
use, and for what purpose, before using the sane.



