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W& wi sh you a Happy, Healthy and prosperous New Year 2008.
Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.
- M&S & YJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Vinod
Sabharwal , and O P Qupta

We invite your inputs, please email to witeback@tanpsofindi a.com

If you've found this newsletter useful, recoomend it to a friend.
Better still, forward a copy of this issue. Also, please nention this
newsl etter when contacting other philatelists.

Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shal | reinburse the costs incurred on inmages, philatelic itenms issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.

Pl ease send your queries in detail (imnmages welcone) on all matters
related to Philately and Postal Hi story of India and Indian States. W
will attenpt to find an answer for you

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOVE TO | NPEX 08
It is now clear that the sole purpose of organizing INPEX 08 is to
further the vested interests of a few habitual violators of the | aws of



| and. These persons have managed to convince the India Post to fund the
show where rul es have been nodified against India Post’s own interests
such as renoving ‘Mddern Philately’ class.

Till the last mnute, comrittee nenbers and jurors were bei ng added and
renoved. |f one was not selected he brought in political or
bureaucratic pressure to get in

The all ot ment has been arbitrary and rules were not applied equally to
all. Hundreds of qualified exhibits were not accepted and scores of
unqual i fied exhibits were accepted. Entries received a nonth after the
| ast date was accepted while those who submtted in tine were not.
Several of the accepted exhibits contain false information on their
application form Many who had applied for One Frane C ass were asked
to extend their exhibit to 2 Frames! Those who threatened the | NPEX
Secretariat were accommpdat ed agai nst the rules and those who didn't
were not.

Wel cone to national philatelic exhibition at Chennai from January 2 to
6, 2008 and experience the chaotic world of Indian philately in
transition.

FORTHCOM NG STAMP | SSUES

Dec 28: Water Year (Postponed from Dec 18)
Dec 31: Ritvik Ghatak
Jan 02: Butterflies of Andaman & Ni cobar |slands Set of 4

New i ssues along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet, at
Rs 2 each, are put on sale on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post Ofices
including all Philatelic Bureaus and Philatelic Counters in India.

For an illustrated |list of stanps in 2007, please visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com | i sts/stanps/2007st anps. ht m

NEW STAMP RELEASED

SNOWAS BASI LI CA
I ndi a Post rel eased a conmenorative stanp on 425'" anniversary of Snows
Basil i ca on Decenber 25, 2007 in the denonmination Rs 5.

Situated in Tuticorin the church was built during 1582 dedicated to St
Peter and | ater Jesuits consecrated to Qur Lady of Snhows. In 1542 St
Francis Xavier visited the shrine to catechize the paravars, the

i ndi genous people of the Pearl Fishery Coast.

In 1982, when the Church of Qur Lady of Snows cel ebrated the 400th
anni versary, Pope John Paul 11 raised it to the status of Basilica.

The Basilica is also known for a golden car, which is used to carry the
m racul ous statue of Qur Lady of Snows around the town during her feast
day. The Golden Car was first taken in procession on 2nd February 1806
and then onwards 5th August of every year. A Big star rests over the
royal crown on the top of the car, signifying the nane of Qur Lady as
the Star of the Sea (Stella Mris).



Kam eshwar Si ngh designed the Stanp. Al ka Sharnma designed the First Day
Cover and the pictorial first day postmark. Brochure containing

Kam eshwar Singh pictorial first day postmark. Brochure containing
wite-up and technical data was issued on the occasion. The First Day
Cover and the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each. Security Printing
Press, Hyderabad printed the stanps by wet offset in the quantity 0.4
mllion.

For an illustrated |ist of stanps in 2007, please visit

http://ww. st anpsofindi a. conf | i sts/stanps/2007st anps. ht m

W LSON COLLEGE FI RST DAY COVER

The First Day Cover of WIson Coll ege conmenorative stanp i ssued on
December 11, 2007 carried incorrect inscription “150 Years” instead of
“175 Years”. However this mstake was detected and all philatelic
bureaus were instructed to sell the covers after correcting the error.

In sone places it was corrected nmanual ly and at sone by paste-ups.
However sone places it was sold as it is.

NEW POSTAL STATI ONERY
Fol | owi ng Meghdoot post cards with adverti senent were recently
rel eased

For est ati on, Mar at hi

Switch to CFL, English

Save Energy, English

The grand total till date is now 495, with 219 added in 2007 al one.

The conplete illustrated |ist of Meghdoot Post Card is available at:
http://ww. stanpsofindi a.con |ists/ nmeghdoot. htm

For an illustrated list of all kinds of Postcards in 2007, visit
http://stanpsofindia.conilists/2007PC. ht m

For an illustrated list of all kinds of Envel opes in 2007, visit
http://stanpsofindia.conilists/2007EN. ht m

For an illustrated |list of Aerogranme & Inland Letter in 2007, visit
http://stanpsofindia.conllists/ 20071 LC htm

RECENT SPECI AL POSTMARKS & COVERS

Dec 25: Chennai, Indian Fine Arts Society platinumjubilee
Dec 26: New Del hi, Special Centenary Janboree Scouts

For an illustrated |ist of Special Postmarks & Covers in 2007, visit
http://ww. st anpsofindi a. com |ists/pnk/2007pm ht m

For an illustrated Ilist of Arnmy Postal Service Issues in 2007, visit
http://stanmpsofindia.conilists/pnk/aps/2007aps. ht m

Rl GHT TO | NFORMVATI ON

The Right to Information Act came in to force on Cctober 12, 2005. This
| aw enpowers the citizens to ask for infornation that is any materia

in any formincluding records, docunents, nmenps, e-mmils, opinions,



advi ces, press releases, circulars, orders, |ogbooks, contracts,
reports, papers, sanples, nodels, data material held in any electronic
formand information relating to any private body which can be accessed
by a public authority under any other law for the tine being in force.
Reason/s for seeking information are not required to be given. The
public authorities are obliged to provide the information within 30
days.

In response to several requests for nmore information on RTI from our
readers we provide below sinplified guidelines. For conplete details
pl ease visit http://ww.indi apost.gov.in/rticontents. htn

For any information fromthe India Post Head Quarters submt your
request to:

Kal pana Tewar i

Deputy Director General (Public Gievances) &

Central Public Information Oficer

Depart ment of Posts,

Room No. 207, Dak Bhawan,

Sansad Marg, New Del hi-110001

Tel ephone: (011) 23096094, 23036172, Fax: 23096107

Enmail: dop.rti @nail.com

There is no formto be filled, however please ensure the follow ng
information is included in your request:

Your Nanme, and your contact details including conplete postal address,
t el ephone nunbers and emmi | address (if any)

How you woul d like to receive this information, for exanple by post
Nature and details of the information requested

Date on which application is being submtted

Al so please attach a proof of payment of application fee.

The fee is Rs 10 per request and can be deposited in any post office
under the RTI Act 2005 Rules in UCR and recei pt of the sane should be
attached with the request.

There is also a charge for Rs 2 per page of the infornmation provided.
It is a good idea to nention in the request that you will pay these
addi ti onal charges on demand.

RECENT PERI ODI CAL PUBLI CATI ONS

GPA NEWSLETTER, Nov 2007, Monthly

Editor: Ilyas Pate

Publ i sher: Gujarat Philatelists Association
Annual Subscription: Rs 200

SI PA Bul l etin, Mar Apr 2007

SI PA Bull etin, May Jun 2007

SIPA Bulletin, Jul Aug 2007

Edi tor: G Madan Mhan Das

Publ i sher: South India Philatelists’ Association



Annual Subscription: Not indicated

I TS STAMP NEW5, Wole # 40, Oct Dec 2007, Quarterly

Editor: Suraj Jaitly surajjaitly@ahoomail.com

Publ i sher: Indian Thematic Society

Annual Subscription [by Airmail]: Rs.150 or US $10 / Euro 8

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

Jan 2-6: Chennai, |INPEX India National Philatelic Exhibition
Venue: Rani Meyyanmai & Rajah Mut hiah AC Halls, Egnore

Feb 2" week: Chandigarh, Punjab State Philatelic Exhibition

For a list of exhibitions in 2007, please visit
htt p: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conl i nf obase/ event s2007. ht m

MEETI NGS

The schedul e of neetings of the philatelic organizations in lIndiais
avail abl e at http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. conli nf obase/ cl ubneet. ht m
ADVERT| SEMENTS

Pl ease visit http://ww.stanpsofindi a.conf ot her/ sitegui de/ x16. ht m f or
tariff and terns

WANTED M ni ature Sheets of India
Cont act RAMAWIAR B JAIN, Mbobile: 093777 66365

STAMP QUI ZZES by Anil Dhir, 224 pages, 2007 edition, contains over 1500
guesti ons and answers. Conprehensive & detailed with qui zzes on Cenera
Philately, India, Indian States, USA, Britain, Australia & New Zeal and
Must for all Philatelists & stanp clubs, Rs 300 post free in India.
US$20+ actual postage el sewhere, ANIL DHI R anil dhir2k5@ot mail . com

VIEWS & COPI NI ONS

READERS FORUM
<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inmportant to us as it hel ps evolve the
newsl etter. Please send us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

JEEVAN JYOTl, Shina

The exhibitors participating in National |evel philatelic exhibitions
have to pay good anpbunt of entry fee for participation. The expenses of
di spatching the exhibits to the exhibition are born by the exhibitor.
As the exhibitions are organi sed by the Postal departnment it can do a
favour to philatelists by sending the exhibits fromGP.O of capita
cities to the exhibition destination. For this during the exhibition,
coll ection counter for exhibits can be opened for a limted period of
tinme by the departnent. As we are aware that the exhibitors have to
spend a good anount of mnoney to send their exhibits by speed post. I|f
they send by ot her services which cost less normally reach quite |ate.
This service can also be provided at state |evel exhibitions at
certain inportant head post offices . The department can easily provide
this service. This facility will be very hel pful for the philatelists.
There is no doubt that Deptt. of posts earns a good anpbunt of noney

t hrough philatelists who spend a | ot of anmpunt on purchasing I ndian
stanps and of course during philatelic exhibitions.



FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndian Laws Rel evant to Philately
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com i nf obase/l aws. ht m

Report Cyber Crime & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. conl i nf obase/ cybercrinme. ht m

NEWSSCAN

<W invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and posta
matters, fromother print and electronic publications, for inclusion
her e>

The Hi ndu, Decenber 21, 2007, Del hi edition
THE WORLD OF CHRI STMAS STAMPS by N Kal yani
http://ww. hi ndu. coni fr/2007/12/21/stories/2007122150150300. ht m

—————————— **********O\‘*********——————————

ADM NI STRI VI A

‘Stanmps of India Collectors Conmpanion’ is published by Madhukar Jhi ngan
nj hi ngan@ahoo. com for ‘ Stanps of India', 49-D, BG 5, PaschimVihar,
New Del hi 110063. Phone: +91-11-25281578, Mbbile: +91-9350537037

Subj ect to Del hi Jurisdiction

Awar ds Received: Silver Medal with the ‘Felicitations of the Jury’ at
‘BELA CA 2001' World Philatelic Exhibition, Brussels, June 9-17, 2001

‘Stanmps of India does not rent, sell, or otherw se share your e-mail
address with any third-party.

Qur now fanous Di scl ai mer!
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. cont si t egui de/ w04. ht m

STAMPS OF I NDI A al so publi shes:

STAMPS OF I NDI A http://ww. stanpsofindi a.com
The Hub Site of Indian Philately

PRI NCELY STATES REPORT http://ww. princel ystates.com
Journal of Indian States History, Philately & Num snatics

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://ww. st anpsoni ndi a. com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics

| NDI AN POSTAL GUI DE 1869

The first issue of the official postal guide, reprinted by Stanps of
I ndi a 2004, 236 pages, hardbound, enlarged fromoriginal octavo to A4
size, limted edition, Special price — Rs 2750, Credit cards & PayPal
accepted, visit http://ww. st anpsofindi a. com shop/ bookshop. ht m

© Copyright 2007, Stanmps of India, New Delhi. Al rights reserved.
For reproducing content from Stanps of India publications please ask
t he publisher for perm ssion stating exactly what you would like to
use, and for what purpose, before using the sane.



