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The centenary of India s First War of |ndependence was celebrated in
1957 with a set of 2 stanps issued on August 15, 1957. This is the only
occasi on when the First Day postmark was provided with two dates on the
two days August 15 and 16! \Wy?

In case you know the answer please wite to us now W will carry the
correct answer in the next issue.

This is no contest and there are no prizes to be won. However it is an
idea to focus attention on little known interesting factoids of |ndian
phil ately.

You are also invited to contribute simlar stories to share with our
r eaders.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.
- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Ashok Kumar
Ti wary,

We invite your inputs, please email to witeback@tanpsofindi a.com

If you've found this newsletter useful, recommend it to a friend.
Better still, forward a copy of this issue. Also, please nention this
newsl etter when contacting other philatelists.

Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shal | reinburse the costs incurred on images, philatelic items issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.



Pl ease send your queries in detail (inmages welcone) on all matters
related to Philately and Postal Hi story of India and Indian States. W
will attenpt to find an answer for you.

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

FORTHCOM NG STAMP | SSUES

Sep 23: 53rd Conmonweal th Parliamentary Association Plenary Conference,
New Del hi

New i ssues along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet, at
Rs 2 each, are put on sale on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post O fices
including all Philatelic Bureaus and Philatelic Counters in India.

For an illustrated |ist of stanps in 2007, please visit

http://ww. stanpsofindi a.con |ists/stanps/2007st anps. ht m

The conplete illustrated Iist of Meghdoot Post Card is available at:
http://ww. st anpsofindi a.com |ists/meghdoot. htm

For an illustrated list of all kinds of Postcards in 2007, visit
http://stanpsofindia.conilists/2007PC. ht m

For an illustrated list of all kinds of Envelopes in 2007, visit
http://stanpsofindia.conilists/2007EN. ht m

For an illustrated |list of Aerogranme & Inland Letter in 2007, visit
http://stanpsofindia.conllists/ 20071 LC. htm

For an illustrated Iist of Special Postnmarks & Covers in 2007, visit
http://ww. stanpsofindia.con|ists/pnk/2007pm ht m

For an illustrated list of Arnmy Postal Service Issues in 2007, visit
http://stanpsofindia.com |ists/pnk/aps/2007aps. ht m

AUCTI ON ACTI ON
I ndi an Thematic Soci ety indianthematicsoci ety@nmail.com is holding
postal auction # 38. The 121 |l ots auction closes on Cctober 20, 2007.

For a list of auctions in India, please visit
http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. conl i nf obase/ aucti on. ht m

SATI SH M SRA
The well known auctioneer, Satish Mshra of Bareilly inforns that his
new phone nobile nunber is 0 99171 66551.

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

Sep 29-Cct 3: Surat, Mahatma Gandhi Stanps and Menorabilia Exhibition
Venue: Pandit Dindayal Upadhyay |ndoor Stadi um Surat

Sales Stalls: Rs 11,000 with acconmpdati on and neals for two on twin
sharing basis

Contact: Ramavtar Jain 0 93777 66365

Cct 6-8: Ahnedabad, Gujarat State Philatelic Exhibition



Cct 13-15: Gmalior, Coins & Stanps Exhibition

| ssues: 2 special covers,

Sales Stalls: Rs 2000/ Rs 2500

Contact: Neel Kamal Maheshwari, 0 94257 45455, 0 94444 50420

Cct 26-29: Jaipur, 12th Inter School Philatelic Exhibition School pex
Venue: St Xavier's School

| ssues: 2 special covers including 1 scented cover,

Sales Stalls: Rs 600, Al so accommpdati on assi stance

Contact: Rajesh Paharia, Mbile 9351716969

Cct 31-Nov 2: Visakhapat nam Andhra Pradesh State Philatelic Exhibition
Nov 30-Dec 2: New Del hi, Coins & Banknotes

Dec 5-8: Thiruvananthapuram Kerala State Philatelic Exhibition
Venue: Kanakakunnu Pal ace

For a list of exhibitions in 2007, please visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com i nf obase/ event s2007. ht m

MEETI NGS
The schedul e of neetings of the philatelic organizations inlIndiais
avail abl e at http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com i nf obase/ cl ubmeet . ht m

ADVERT| SEMENTS
Pl ease visit http://ww.stanpsofindi a. conf ot her/sitegui de/ x16. ht m f or
tariff and terns

WANTED | ndi a Stanp Bookl ets of King Edward VII, King George V & VI,
Unexpl oded, exploded, in all conditions,
Cont act MADHUKAR DECGAWANKA deogawanka@atyam net.in

BUYI NG at 100 tinmes of the Face Value: UPU & Masks M ni ature Sheets,
Begum Akhtar, 1948 Mahat na Gandhi 1% annas, 3% annas, & 12 annas
Pl ease send your offers to RAMAWIAR B JAIN, Mbile: 093777 66365

VI EWS & OPI NI ONS

READERS FORUM
<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inmportant to us as it hel ps evolve the
newsl etter. Please send us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

HEMANT V KULKARNI, USA

It is very interesting to find newy issued comenoratives nint stanps
fromlndia skyrocketing in price in the sane year of issue (Philsensex
i ndex) which is unheard of anywhere in the world. This is possible only
because of the | ow nunber of 'sheet-prints' in conparison to the

popul ati on nunber of |ndi an hobbyists and thus carries absolutely no
value in rest of the world outside of India. Besides, these stanps have
been poorly crafted in design, art and print colors. A genuine
collector | ooks for rarity not through such artificial nmeans used in
benefit of the sellers who have access only to the Indian Philatelic
bureaus -it seens.

FEATURES & RESOURCES




H STORY OF POSTAL COVMUNI CATI ONS IN I NDI A, PART 4
By Sangeeta Deogawanka

Part 4 — MEDIEVAL I NDIA (1030 - 1757 AD)
Structure of the |and postal systenms in Pre-Mighal period

I ndia has al ways evoked a sense of wonder and curiosity since tine
imenorial. Its rich culture, spices and trade suprenmacy in the realm
of ancient maritine activity, enthused many an invader over the
centuries. Each of themleft his nmark on the administrative and
conmuni cati on machi nery. As India has undergone a | ong period of

vari abl e sovereignties, comunication systens have not endured. Even
the well-structured postal comruni cation of the Mauryas and CGuptas of
anci ent | ndia becanme redundant.

Thus the overland trading activities along the northern precincts and
sea borne tradi ng hegenony with Europe, Africa and Asia becone
significant to studies of postal history. For they laid the foundations
of a rudinentary postal systemin medieval India, that was to renmain
for centuries to cone.

Postal systens are cardinal to an enpire’s admnistration. Yet, this
has regrettably been unacknow edged by the conventional historian even
t hough reans have been witten about lifestyle and art! Though there
is nention in the ancient Hindu texts, detailed records are either | ost
in obscurity or buried in libraries and regional untapped scriptures.
Therefore one nay treat the chronicles of early travellers as annals of
the earlier epoch, until better resources and records cone to light.

Herein, the records of travelling historians Marco Pal o, |bn Batuta,
Feri shta and Zi auddi n Barani have assuned significance as vita
reference links for studies on nedieval India. Albeit, there is the
occasi onal lack of information on postal systens in Southern
extremties of India, that remai ned outside the anbit of nobst foreign
i nvasi ons.

The nonencl ature adopted for the postal systens of nedieval India
adheres to the treatise that each ruler established his own posta
system tailored to nmeet the needs of the sovereign. This was
essentially a royal or State postal systemused for effective rule.
Thus, the period under review vis-a-vis the postal system has been
di vided according to the period of reginme or frominvasi on onwards).

Under Mahrmud of Ghazni (1001 -1025)

Wth dom nion over North-Wstern and Central India, Ghazni established
an el aborate network of foot nessengers. Those for intelligence
gathering were called *Sarran’ and horse couriers for urgent mssives
were called ‘Khail Sarran’, paid bonuses for their special service. A
nmount ed courier service called ‘ Askudars’ conveyed private
correspondence of inmportant chieftains and also the officia
correspondence. Each province had a Postal headquarter, overseen by a
Post Master called ‘Sahib-i-Barid . H s inportance in the

adm ni strative hierarchy is evident fromthe responsibilities bestowed
upon him ~ adninistrative report of the province, and conduct of the
mlitary officers. The ‘Sahib-I-Risalat’ who was the head of the
correspondence departnent, functioned as the em ssary of the conqueror,
recei ving information through postal agencies and acting upon them



Under Mohammad of Ghor (1186 - 1206)

Wth the stretch of enpire fromDel hi to Bengal, the Arabic nodel of
postal system was adopted. So the ‘Dhawa’ (runner), ‘Qasid (messenger)
and ‘U agh’'/ ‘U aq (horse courier) took precedence, even over the
“Khol a’ or secret service agent enployed by the Pala adnministration in
Bengal. These were nore in the nature of news-couriers, the ‘dhawa’
doubling up as errand boys, and the nmessengers acting as conduits for
forward transm ssion of nessages. The canel riding horse couriers were
cal l ed ‘' Jamaza’

Under Qutub ud-din Aibak (1206 - 1210)

He consolidated the system established by his predecessor Mohammad of
Ghor. A messenger post systemwas introduced by Qutub ud-din A bak that
was | ater expanded into the Dak Chowkis by his successor.

Under the Mongol invasion of Genghis Khan (1221 - 1226)

The Mongol s under the dom nance of Genghis Khan in particul ar, achieved
a speed of comunication simlar to that of the ancient Persians. Their
chief contribution was the devel opment of roads and posts in the areas
under their control, which in India nerely covered the northern
fringes. Genghis Khan established the ‘Horse Post House’ or yanb
messenger system found at a distance of every 25 miles. In between,
were intermediary posts, which also served as sl eeping quarters of the
i mperial foot runners, furnished with bells on their girdle. The
runners were each assigned a 3-nile stretch, operating on a rel ay
system thus covering a ten day's journey in one. Though the period of
Mongol influence was confined to a snmall time frane and terrain in
India, the foundations of the first international postal system was
being laid, so two innovations naybe noted. The practice of clerks at
every Post House with clearly assigned duties, and the system of
express delivery of letters. These riders deployed for urgent delivery,
also wore jingling bells at waist |ike the foot-runners. The express
rel ay system covered 250 miles in day and equally a night.

To be continued in |ssue # 310.

I ndian Laws Rel evant to Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conl i nf obase/| aws. ht m

Report Cyber Crime & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. cont i nf obase/ cybercrine. ht m

NEWSSCAN

<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and posta
matters, fromother print and electronic publications, for inclusion
her e>

ADM NI STRI VI A

‘Stanmps of India Collectors Conmpanion’ is published by Madhukar Jhi ngan
nj hi ngan@ahoo. comfor ‘Stanps of India, 49-D, BG 5, PaschimVihar

New Del hi 110063. Phone: +91-11-25281578, Mbbile: +91-9350537037

Subj ect to Del hi Jurisdiction

Awar ds Received: Silver Medal with the ‘Felicitations of the Jury' at
‘BELG CA 2001' World Philatelic Exhibition, Brussels, June 9-17, 2001



‘Stanps of India does not rent, sell, or otherw se share your e-nail
address with any third-party.

Qur now fanmpus Di scl ai mer!
htt p: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. cont si t egui de/ w04. ht m

STAMPS OF I NDI A al so publi shes:

STAVMPS OF INDI A http://ww.stanpsofindia.com
The Hub Site of Indian Philately

PRI NCELY STATES REPORT http://ww. princel ystates.com
Journal of Indian States History, Philately & Num smatics

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://ww. st anpsoni ndi a. com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics

| NDI AN POSTAL GUI DE 1869

The first issue of the official postal guide, reprinted by Stanps of
I ndi a 2004, 236 pages, hardbound, enlarged fromoriginal octavo to A4
size, limted edition, Special price — Rs 2750 post paid worl dw de.
Credit cards accepted http://ww. stanpsofindi a.coni 99999. ht m
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