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JHI NGANS JOTTI NGS

Hi

Qur story on the President's Review of Fleet Stanps further reiterates
the fact that sonme where sone one is slipping up on quality control.
From what we have received fromour readers every one is concerned on
for India Post.

Hope the errors of the President's Review of Fleet Stanps, gives a wake
up call to India Post and the overall printing quality of I|ndian stanps
woul d take a turn for the better

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.
- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Jaydev Nansey,
Dr Vijay Shukla and Shyam Pradhan

We invite your inputs, please email to witeback@tanpsofindia.com

If you've found this newsletter useful, recommend it to a friend.
Better still, forward a copy of this issue. Also, please nention this
newsl etter when contacting other philatelists.




Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shal |l reinburse the costs incurred on images, philatelic itenms issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.

Pl ease send your queries in detail (images welconme) on all matters
related to Philately and Postal Hi story of India and Indian States. W
will attenpt to find an answer for you.

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

STAWVP POLL 2005 - VOTE & WN

Don't forget to vote for your favorite stanp of 2005. Please select from
t he conmenorative and definitive stanps issued in 2005 displ ayed at
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf ot her/ stanppol | . ht m

MORE ON PRESI DENT' S REVI EW OF FLEET STAMPS

Contrary to the inpression the report in the previous issue # 261 gave,
we can now confirmthat all sheets do not have two sizes of stanps.
There are sheets where all stanps are of the same size that is 52.5 mMm
in wdth.

The error was caused by the incorrect setting of the perforator pins
that wongly included the extra print area for the bleed effect around
the stanps in the outer vertical rows. The error seenms to have been
noticed early on and was corrected.

The coll ectors now have to have at |east 3 blocks of stanps — 1) with
the first & fourth stanps in larger size, 2) with second & third stanps
in larger size, and 3) all stanps in sane size.

I nformati on now avail able indicates that only a small quantity with this
remar kabl e error may have been printed.

Vi ew t he i mages at
http://ww. stanpsofindi a.con |ists/stanps/indepth/pfr.htm

FORTHCOM NG STAMP | SSUES
Mar 2: M Singaravelar, Rs 5
Mae 15: Worl d Consuner Ri ghts Day,

These issues along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet,
at Rs 2 each, shall be available on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post
Ofices including all Philatelic Bureaus and Counters in the country.

For an illustrated Iist of stanps in 2006, please visit
http: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com | i sts/stanps/2006st anps. ht m

NEW STAMPS RELEASED

ST. BEDES COLLEGE SH MLA
I ndia Post issued a conmenorative postage stanp in honor of St. Bedes
Col l ege Shima on February 24, 2006 in the denom nation of Rupees five.

St. Bedes College is one of the ol dest and well-known woren's col | eges
in northern India. The stanp features the main college building, built
in 1904 by Reverend Mother St. Clare, a young educati oni st.

The coll ege attracts students from across the country and the worl d.
Bol | ywood actress Preity Zinta and journalist Tavl een Singh are sone of
the well -known alumi of this coll ege.



The college is known for its fashionable students as well as its high
standards of education. The coll ege began as a teachers training
institution and | ater started offering degree courses in other fields.

Bharati M rchandanai designed the Stanmps and the First Day Cover. Al ka
Sharnma designed the pictorial first day postmark. Brochure containing
wite-up and technical data was issued on the occasion. The First Day
Cover and the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each. India Security Press
printed the stanps by Photo Gravure in the quantity of 0.4 mllion in
sheets of 56.

GEM NI GANESAN

Conmruni cati on and I nformati on Technol ogy M ni ster Dayani dhi Maran

rel eased a commenorative postage stanp in the denom nati on of Rupees
five on Genmini Ganesan, the evergreen ronmantic hero of Tami|l cinenma on
February 25, 2006 at Chennai. Eminent film personalities and famly
menbers and fans of the actor participated in the function.

Born on Novenber 17, 1920, in Pudukottai, Gem ni Ganesan began his film
career with Mss Malini in 1947. Ht films such as Penn, Kanavan
Kankanda Dei vam and M ssi anma gave him a star status.

Gemi ni had acted in lead roles in over 200 filns in all the southern
| anguages and Hi ndi. He was honored with several awards and titles,
i ncl udi ng the Padmashree, Nadi ppu Chel vam and Nadi gar Mannan

Sankha Sanmant a desi gned the Stanps and the First Day Cover. Al ka Sharnma
designed the pictorial first day postmark. Brochure containing wite-up
and technical data was issued on the occasion. The First Day Cover and
the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each. India Security Press printed the
stanps by Photo Gravure in the quantity of 0.4 mllion in sheets of 35.

DON BOSCO SALESIANS I N | NDI A

Comuni cation and I nformation Technol ogy M ni ster Dayani dhi Maran

rel eased a conmenorative postage stanp in the denonm nation of Rupees
five on the centenary of Don Bosco Sal esians in India on February 27,
2006 at Chennai. Maran is a fornmer student of the Don Bosco
Matricul ati on School, Chennai where the rel ease function was hel d.

This is the second tinme that India is honoring Don Bosco through a
post age stanp. The first was on January 31, 1989 narking the concl usion
of Don Bosco’'s death centenary cel ebrations.

The Sal esi an Society, founded at Val docco, Turin, Italy by St. G ovanni
Mel chi or Bosco popul arly known as Don Bosco or St John Bosco, takes its
distinctive name fromits patron, Saint Francis de Sales. Al though Don
Bosco started working in 1841 the society was founded in 1859 and was
approved by Pope Pius I X in 1874

Salesian work in India started with an elementary school and an

or phanage under a thatched shed in 1906 in Tanjore. Today, a hundred
years later, there are 497 Don Bosco institutions spread across 26
States and 3 Union Territories of India.

Brahm Prakash designed the Stanps and the First Day Cover. Al ka Sharma
designed the pictorial first day postmark. Brochure containing wite-up
and technical data was issued on the occasion. The First Day Cover and
the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each. India Security Press printed the
stanps by Photo Gravure in the quantity of 0.4 mllion in sheets of 35.



For an illustrated |list of stanps in 2006, please visit

http://ww. stanpsofindia.con |ists/2006st anps. ht m

NEW MEGHDOOT POSTCARDS

Fol | owi ng Meghdoot post cards with adverti senent were recently rel eased:
AIDS 1, in Hindi

AIDS 2, in Hindi

AIDS 3, in Hindi

The conplete illustrated |ist of Meghdoot Post Card is available at:
http://ww. st anpsofindi a.com | i sts/nmeghdoot. htm

NEW S| ZE FOR FI RST DAY COVERS

I ndia Post has revised the size of the official first day covers from
the existing 110 x 200 mmto the DL size that is 110 x 220 mmto bring
it to a very widely used international standard size

In July 2005 the size of the stanped envel opes was revised to the DL
size. This size is meant for A4 sheet folded in thirds and A5 sheet
folded in half |engthwi se. This also confornms to the requirenments of the
Uni versal Postal Union for the envel opes for correspondence.

The FDC for the Gemini Ganesan issue of February 25, 2006 was the first
in the new size.

RECENT SPECI AL POSTMARKS & COVERS

2005

Nov 15: Surat, Dutch in India

2006
Feb 25: Dehradun, State Fl ower Show

Colors of Spring, the State Flower show of Uttranchal is held every year
at the Raj Bhavan (Governor’s House), Dehradun. In addition to the
special cover a card was al so issued on this occasion in the limted
edition of 100 with autographs of two owners of the w nner Bonsai and

t he designer of the special postmark and cover & Card. The duly serviced
cards are available at Rs 300 each fromthe President of the U tarancha
Phil atelists Association, Rajesh Varma raj estanps@ahoo. com

For an illustrated |ist of special postmarks and covers in 2006, please
visit http://ww.stanpsofindia.conlists/pnk/2006pm ht m

MAHATMA GANDHI ' S BI RTH PLACE

One of the four covers brought out during Dak Bharati philatelic

exhi bition at Ahmedabad in October 2004 was on Mahatma Gandhi. This
cover depicted four buildings associated with Mahatnma Gandhi; his
ancestral home and birth place at Porbandar, Pietermaritzburg Railway
station (South Africa) where Gandhi suffered apartheid first hand,
Kochrab Ashram at Ahnedabad that was the first Ashram of Mahat ma Gandhi
in India, and Gandhi menorial at Birla House, New Del hi where he was
assassi nat ed.

However the picture that is published as that of his birth place at
Porbandar is actually that of his residence in London where he stayed
when studying Law. This is a serious error in design of the cover.

The design of the special covers and the special postnmarks are approved
by the Chief Postmaster General of the State where these are to be



provided, in this case Gujarat. Moreover the philatelists associated
with the event were all known for their longtime philatelic collections
on Mahatma Gandhi. And to top it all it had to happen in Qujarat, the
horme State of Mahat ma Gandhi

Then how cone such a serious error has creped in? This is the question
Robi n Aggarwal , Secretary of Saharanpur Philatelic Society and a
col l ector and exhi bitor on Mahat ma Gandhi thene, is asking.

For inmages pl ease visit
http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. conf r eadr ooni ng- bi rt hpal ce. ht m

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

LUPHI LEX 2006

Ani | Bhat nagar, Chief Conmi ssioner of Custons, Central Excise and
Service Tax, Lucknow Zone inaugurated the two day district |evel stanp
exhi bition on February 21, 2006 at Lucknow G P O

He al so rel eased set of four special postcards based on the thene
"Lucknow and Barabanki in Postage Stanps".

A workshop on Philately as well as a Seminar on ‘Philately as a Carrier’
was al so organi zed

The exhibits in 66 franes were displayed in two groups: (A) Senior

G oup, and (B) Junior Goup - (i) Up to 14 years, (ii) From14 to 18
years (iii) From 18 to 21 years. The exhibits showased C assics of

I ndi a- Hand struck, Scinde Dawks and Lithograph issues of India, Indian
Feudatory States, Pre and Post |ndependence India, First Day Covers,
Sports, United Nations etc.

The Jury consisted of Rajendra Bhatnagar, and O P Varma, the Chief
Post master of the Lucknow GPO. Vijay Laxmi T Sheth, Chief Postnaster
General of Uttar Pradesh distributed the awards

The wi nners who bagged first prizes in different groups included:

Dr Vijay Shukla (Senior G oup), Avinash Sharma (Junior group i) Ahhishek
Praj apati (Junior group ii), Kalpana (Junior group iii), Prabhat Tiwari
(qui z conpetition), Avinash (Sem nar), and Pragya Shukla (Design a stanp
Cat egory A).

Mar 10-12: Minbai, STAMCO 2006 7'" Coin Stanp Bank Note Exhibition
Venue: Lakhanshi Napoo Hall, L Napoo Road, Near Matunga C R Stati on,
Mat unga

Deal ers’ boot hs avail able at Rs 3000

Cont act: Suketu Jhaveri 0 98201 99714

Mar: Kanptee, Arny Postal Service

For a list of exhibitions in 2006, please visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. cont i nf obase/ events. ht m

MEETI NGS
The schedul e of neetings of the philatelic organizations inlIndiais
avai | abl e at http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com i nf obase/ cl ubneet . ht m

RECENT PERI ODI CAL PUBLI CATI ONS

SIPA Bulletin, Vol 25 # 4, Jul Aug 2005, Binonthly



SIPA Bulletin, Vol 25 # 5, Sep Cct 2005, Binonthly

Edi tor:

Publ i sher: South India Philatelists’ Association

Address: 21(old), 2" Floor, E V K Sanpath Road, Vepery, Chennai 600007
Annual Subscription: Not Indicated

For a list of Indian periodicals, please visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com i nf obase/ a602. ht m

CALENDAR AND DI ARY FOR 2006

Nati onal Philatelic Muiseum New Del hi has brought out a Desk Cal endar

for 2006 featuring Indian postage stanps. The National Philatelic Miseum
is managed by the Philatelic Division of the India Post. This is for the
first time that the Museum has brought out a cal endar and we hope it

will be an annual feature from nmow on

Marg Publications, Munbai brings out a Desk Diary every year for Tata
Group of Companies and for 2006 the Desk Diary is illustrated with

I ndi an Postage stanps. J J Bhabha, the Chairman of Marg Publications had
served on the Philatelic Advisory Conmttee to Governnent of India's

M ni stry of Communications and had desi gned several stanps of India.

NEW PUBLI CATI ONS

CO NS IN I NDIA: POAER & COVMUNI CATI ON

Hardcover, 112 pages, 140 illustrations

Aut hor: H manshu Prabha Ray,

Publ i sher: Marg Publications, margpub@ata.com

Address: Arny & Navy Building, 3rd Floor, 148 Mahatnma Gandhi Road,

Murbai 400001

Price: Rs 2250 or US$ 60 plus postage

Special Pre-Publication Offer, Valid till March 15, 2006: Rs 1400 or US$
47 incl usive of postage

The book spans the period from Greek and Ronan coins, to coins of
Sul tanat e and Si kh Ki ngdons, to persistence of coin issuing in present
ti mes when currency notes and credit cards are increasingly being used.

The author is Professor, Centre for Hi storical Studies, Jawaharl al Nehru
Uni versity New Del hi.

BANGLADESH NEW | SSUES

Jan 01: Science Book Year, Tk 10

Jan 22: Wrld Sumrit on the Information Society (wsis-tunis-2005), Tk 10
Jan 28: OPEC Fund for International Devel opment, Tk 10

NEPAL NEW | SSUES
Feb 17: King Tri huwan & 55'" National Denpcracy Day

ERRORS FREAKS & ODDI TI ES: BREEDS OF DOGS
Pradeep Agarwal of Patna has contributed the black col or m ssing error
in the Breeds of dogs issue of 2005.

For the images in color, please visit:

http://ww. stanpsofindia.con|ists/stanps/efos/1727-1730. ht m

FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS

The advertising is FREE for the subscribers of the Stanmps of India
Col | ectors Conpani on. Send in your ad, today.

Terns: 1. Only one ad at a tinme froma subscriber will be accepted.




2. Maxinmum 5 Lines, up to 64 characters per |ine.

3. Al ads shall be published at the sole discretion of the editors who
reserve the right to refuse any adverti senent.

4. No correspondence regarding advertising will be entertained.

5. Stanps of India does not endorse any advertiser and can not be held
liable for transactions of any advertiser

For your any requirenent of THEMATIC mint stanps, Souvenir sheets, First
Day Covers, Postal Stationary, Special Thematic Postnarks etc. of the
world, just contact us. |Indian Thematic Society, MG # 3464, Phase Two,
Dugri Road, Ludhiana — 141 013 India. Mbile +91 98728 51244

i ndi ant hematicsociety@edi ffmail.com

VI EWS & OPI NI ONS

READERS FORUM
<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inmportant to us as it hel ps evol ve the
newsl etter. Please send us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

P R KRI SHNAN, Coi nbatore

| refer to your editorial on the errors occurring in the nodern Indian
commenorative stanps. Wile | fully endorse your views, | would like to
state the foll ow ng.

1. Today the printing technol ogy being used to print for stanps all over
the world noving at a vertical growh whereas our |SP though technol ogy
is available they bring a poor quality of stanmps. Wen we see the new
stanps printed in Asian countries conpare to us |like Thailand, China etc
t he stanps | ooks nuch better in quality and | ook nore beautiful - far
superior to Indian Stanps in design, color conbo, sharpness etc.

2. Now people argue we don't have this and that. Ok agreed! Can we
print 400000 stanmps (12000 sheets) in single shade at least? If you
check 10 sheets in a packet you will find 11 different shades. Moreover
the top 2 rows and the bottomtwo rows of the stanmps in the sane sheet
are different and you are so confused which is the right col or shade.

3. The nost pathetic situation is printing of personalities stanps in
India. |Issue of ‘personalities’ stanp is a sin that we Indian

phil atelists agree and accept. But do we have to accept the quality in
whi ch they print the personality stanps. Is it necessary to issue a
personality stanp of such bad and poor quality? Did we print 40 years
back personality stanps nuch better than today’s issues? The stanps of
t hose days were | ooking nuch better and nuch sharper in design and
color. Wth all technol ogy avail abl e today for designing, color grading
and screen naking why this kind of a poor out put? The recent issue of
4 personalities stanps issued |ast week is the best exanple for the
wor st/ poor workmanship and quality.

4. Today, alnost all stanps of an issue have errors and we need at | east
a dozen Jal Coopers to sit and study these issues.

5. O course errors are wel come and they shoul d be genuine. But the
present day, every issue you find errors of different kind in
guantities. Wthin a week to 10 days of a new issue the market is
flooded with msperf, color om ssion, color mssing etc.

6. | think this far is enough no further - | request the philatelists,
collectors and dealers to send color photo copies of the errors to the



Departnment of Post to nmake them know the quality of output the India
Post bring out and let themcorrect the ISP

ASHOK BCOSE

Your thoughts in the last issue really shows the appalling state of
affairs with India Post. | ama philatelist fromlndia now settled in
Canada. | can realise what are the differences.

Firstly India Post does not believe in a systematic comenorative stanp
i ssues program They are so disorganised that they do not know when they
will actually be able to release a particular issue causing chaos
anongst the philatelist. They have an issue programme for the year but
due to their lack of their decision making they always end up issuing
nore stanps in the end of the year than at the begi nning.

They al so do not realise that they can increase their revenues from
printing nore quantity of comenorative stanps than the usual quantity
of less than a mllion

A country |like Canada with a population of 32 mllion prints nore than a
mllion copies of each commenorative issue.

No wonder the INS Tarangi ni Souvenir Sheet issued in 2004 for Rs. 5is
listed for US14.00 in the recent issue of Scott Stanp Catal og because
only a few thousand of these sheets were printed. Wy?

Don’t the big wigs in INDIA POST want philately to be a popul ar hobby
among the general Indians or they want to fill up the pockets of few
philatelic dealers with vested interest who have all the tinme in the
world to be at the beck and call of the postal enployee that a new issue
is being rel eased and he can cone and pick up his share of the booty
before it becones public?

The revenues | NDI A POST can generate fromthe sale of comenorative
stanmps could help themto produce decent definitive with proper
perforations and gumm ng.

SI NDH BRADSHAW

As a long standing collector of India and receiving current issues from
t he Munbai Bureau, | wi sh someone would conplain to the post office of
the very poor printing of Indian stanps conpared with say the UK Maybe
you can do sonet hi ng!

VI JAY SETH

This is regarding the design of the First Day Postmark of the 16
Squadron stanp pointed out by Jaydev Nancey in |Issue # 259 of February
9, 2006. The postnmark shows the Cobra which is the crest of the
Squadron, around it is the inages of the three aircraft used by themthe
Li berator, Canberra and the Jaguar. | have seen the original imge from
whi ch the postmark is made and | am anazed at what has been done to it,
by the postmark designer.

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndian Laws Rel evant to Philately
http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. cont i nfobase/ | aws. ht m

Report Cyber Crinme & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. coml i nf obase/ cybercrine. ht m




<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and electronic publications, for inclusion here>

ADM NI STRI VI A

‘Stanmps of India Collectors Conmpanion’ is published by Madhukar Jhi ngan
nj hi ngan@ahoo. comfor ‘Stanps of India’, 49-D, BG 5, Paschim Vihar, New
Del hi 110063. Phone: +91-11-25281578, Mbbile: +91-9350537037

Subj ect to Del hi Jurisdiction

Awar ds Received: Silver Medal with the ‘Felicitations of the Jury' at
‘BELA CA 2001' World Philatelic Exhibition, Brussels, June 9-17, 2001

‘Stanmps of India does not rent, sell, or otherw se share your e-mail
address with any third-party.

Qur now fanmous Di scl ai mer!
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conl si t egui de/ w04. ht m

STAMPS OF I NDI A al so publi shes:

STAMPS OF I NDI A http://ww. st anpsofindi a.com
The Hub Site of Indian Philately

PRI NCELY STATES REPORT http://ww. princel ystates.com
Journal of Indian States History, Philately & Num smatics

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://ww. st anpsoni ndi a. com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics

| NDI AN POSTAL GUI DE 1869

The first issue of the official postal guide, reprinted by Stanps of
I ndi a 2004, 236 pages, hardbound, enlarged fromoriginal octavo to A4
size, limted edition, Special price — Rs 2750 post paid worl dw de.
Credit cards accepted http://ww. stanpsofindi a.coni 99999. ht m

© Copyright 2006, Stanmps of India, New Delhi. Al rights reserved.

For reproduci ng content from Stanmps of India publications please ask the
publ i sher for perm ssion stating exactly what you would |like to use, and
for what purpose, before using the sane.



