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United States Postal Service (USPS) receives about 50,000 suggestions
for new stanps every year. Many are eliminated because they do not neet
the basic rules for what can be on a stanp. And the USPS nmakes $150
mllion to $200 mllion annually. This is the ambunt of stanps that are
bought but not used and retained by the collectors. In addition to this
the sales of philatelic products, including framed stanps, annual stanp
year book and other itens, comes to nearly $50 mllion | ast year,
previous year it was $40 million

India Post is not flooded with these nany proposals. However the
elimnation process is wayward and rul es are not sacrosanct. Thus things
always are in one ness or another. Were other countries can publish
prograns of |ssue years in advance with denom nations and col or
illustrations, India Post Annual Program of |ssue has not been published
for last couple of years. India Post has good designs (well nostly), and
t hemes but does not even have 1 percent market share in the gl oba
philatelic market. Marketing is the weakest point of |India Post at |east



in mtters philatelic. W wite this froma personal observation of nore
than three decades, what do you think?

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.
- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Shyam Prasad
Pr adhan

We invite your inputs, please email to “witeback at stanpsofindia.cont
If you've found this newsletter useful, recommend it to a friend.
Better still, forward a copy of this issue. Also, please nention this
newsl etter when contacting other philatelists.

Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shal |l reinburse the costs incurred on images, philatelic items issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.

Pl ease send your queries in detail (images welcone) on all matters
related to Philately and Postal Hi story of India and Indian States. W
will attenpt to find an answer for you

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

NATI ONAL ALLI ANCE OF PHI LATELI C ORGANI ZATI ONS

A lot of effort has been underway for past several years to forman
effective ‘national philatelic organization’ in India that can work
lawfully, denocratically, and diligently in a transparent manner for
furthering its menber organizations' interests and not devour them Many
i ke m nded peopl e have been hol di ng di scussi ons at nunerous neetings
all over India to fine-tune the details. On May 17, 2005 during a
neeting at New Del hi it was decided to formally go public. The new

nati onal organization shall be known as “National Alliance of Philatelic
Organi zati ons”.

Al'l philatelic organizations in India, be it a school stanp club, a

| ocal philatelic society, a state philatelic association, a nationa
soci ety devoted to a particular philatelic specialty, an association of
stanp dealers or philatelic journalists are cordially invited to join
hands for promotion of philately in India.

Pl ease contact Madhukar Jhi ngan, the Convening Conmttee, for further
details at nj @tanpsofindia.comor 0 93505 37037.

PH LATELI C ADVI SORY COW TTEE

The newly reconstituted Philatelic Advisory Comrmittee (PAC) of the

M ni stry of Communi cations, Governnment of India net on May 17, 2005. The
earlier PAC neeting was in 2003 Decenber and no neeting was held in
2004.

The new PAC was reconstituted on February 22, 2004. Originally only the
senior philatelists, GB Pai, Dr Sita Bhateja, and Sahadeva Sahoo were
nom nat ed nenbers of PAC. However on May 11, 2005 four philatelists from
Patna, Pradip Jain, Dr RS Gandhi, Naresh Kunmar Jain, and Dr Razi Ahned
wer e added as mnenbers.

FORTHCOM NG STAMP | SSUES

Jun 02: State Bank of India, Rs.5



The issue along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet, at
Rs 2 each, shall be available on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post
Ofices including all Philatelic Bureaus and Counters in the country.

For an illustrated |ist of stanps in 2005, please visit
http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. conf st anps/ 2005st anps. ht m

POSTAL STATI ONERY UPDATE

New Arrival s:

Apr 30: Post Card with advertisenment, in English, AirTel, 0.5 mllion,
Security Printing Press Hyderabad, Milticol or

Apr 30: Post Card with advertisenent, in Hindi, I1SI, 1 mllion, Security
Printing Press Hyderabad, G een

For an illustrated |list of postal stationery in 2005, please visit
htt p: //wwv. st anpsof i ndi a. coml st anps/ 2005ps. ht m

NEW MEGHDOOT POSTCARDS
Fol | owi ng Meghdoot post cards with advertisenent were recently rel eased:
0102. Dec 00: Qur Coal Education for all work for all, Hndi, 0.1

The conplete illustrated Iist of Meghdoot Post Card is available at:
htt p: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf st anps/ neghdoot . ht m

ARMY PCSTAL SERVI CE | SSUES
May 16: 68 Arnored Regi nent — Standard Presentation
May 16: 81 Arnmored Regiment — Standard Presentation by the President

The list of Arny Postal Service Issues in 2005 is avail able at:
htt p: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf st anps/ 2005aps. ht m

RECENT SPECI AL POSTMARKS & COVERS
Apr 22: Ahnedabad, Earth Day

Apr 22: Munbai, Earth Day

Apr 22: Erankulam Earth Day

Apr 22: Thrissur, Earth Day

For an illustrated |ist of special postnmarks and special covers issued
in 2005, please visit http://ww. stanpsofindi a. com st anps/ 2005pnk. ht m
| NDI A REVENUE STAMPS HANDBOOK

Just Rel eased

| NDI AN GOVERNVENT FI SCAL AND JUDI Cl AL STAMPS AND STAMP PAPERS

I ncl udi ng Provincial and Provisional |ssues, Vol.1

By S MBlatt, A M MlIlah, & D Heppel

540 Pages Hardbound in two parts

UK £50, US $95, INR 4000, Postage & Handling Extra

Avail able from Stanps of India, orders@tanpsofindia.com

After many years of individual collecting and study, three dedicated
philatelists pooled their resources and put together this Handbook. It
is a conpressive study into instrunents created by the Indian Gover nnent
for the collection of revenue, judicial and fiscal fees from 1800 to
date. The profusely illustrated work enconpasses stanps, stanp papers
and hundi s incl udi ng enbossed narki ngs and instrunments approved for All-
India use fromthe earliest to the present day. Al so included are those
for provincial use prior to |Independence. (Post-Independence provincial
instrunments are covered in a second volune.) A detailed listing of all



known exanpl es acconpani ed by an estimati on of worth is shown. Apart
froma small nunber of articles in various journals this is believed to
be the first conprehensive study of the subject for over one hundred
years.

Li stings are chronol ogical within revenue title, Agreement, Broker’s

Not es, Court Fees etc.\Waternarks, paper, surcharges, overprints,
perforations, sizes and printings together with any variations found are
al so listed. The authors have built upon the work of five accepted
authorities and for every stanp issued cite any appropriate references.
The change fromDe La Rue to Nashik and the provisional issues of the
1920- 30s are discussed, illustrated and catal ogued. The section on the
Calcutta Small Cause Court, over seventy pages, is a conpletely new
study. Stanp papers fromthe pre-Congreve era to current issues are
chronologically listed. In this first detailed |isting seventeen

di fferent types of watermarked papers have been found and categori zed.
There is a section listing hundi docunent types and denoni nations from
the early nineteenth century to date. Various theories on procedura
matters, the existence (or not) of specific material have been discussed
wi th reasoned opinions and concl usions there from |In assenbling the
information for this study the authors have studi ed and researched over
seventy previously published works and articles, all referenced, draw ng
fromthemthe necessary details for this publication. The authors have
detail ed and quoted fromvarious Stanp Acts where rates and fees are
speci fied and determ ned the anpbunt of revenue to be collected. The
archives at the British Library and National Postal Museum London, have
been exam ned and referenced as appropriate. Over 80% of the |isted

mat eri al has not previously been catal ogued.

Wil st the work is based upon known existing exanples, the authors being
very nmuch aware of the limtations of this approach have provided the
users with roomto add additional details as may be evident fromtheir
own col | ections.

NUM SMATI C HERI TAGE OF | NDI A

Far okh Todywal la formally | aunched the website ‘Numi smatic Heritage of
India’ that is available at http://ww.thakkarfoundation.org on Apri

23, 2005 in a function organized during the S M Shukla Menorial Coin
Fair at Munbai. Dr Dilip Rajgor, Director, University of Minbai D nesh
Mody Numi smatic Museum expl ai ned the navi gation of the website.

Praful Thakkar has created this website under the patronage of the
Thakkar Numi smatic and Art Foundation, Cary, USA, for the collectors and
i nfo seekers of Indian numismatic and para-num smatic itens. The
Foundation is dedicated to Indian num smatics with the aimof "Share the
Know edge - Spread the Know edge"

The website lists nore than 300 categories of num snatic and para-

num snatic itenms under the main nine sections of badges, cash coupons,
coi ns, nedals, nobnograns, passes, tokens, seals & dies, and wei ghts of

I ndia. Each web page has been designed in a drop-down nmenu style where a
navi gator has to just followa |ink by placing a cursor on the main
menu, which in turn opens full featured web pages with thunbnail inmages
and detailed illustrations. Each section has introductory brief

i nformati on under the heading of 'About this Subject' located first in
t he sub-nmenu under that particular section. This gives an overal

pi cture of the subject along with its sub-divisions. Oher usefu

i nformati on has been added through links |ike, Abbreviations, Table of
Eras, Chronol ogi es, Hel pful Links, Bibliography and Num smatic Info.



In each naj or section sone categories are uploaded with i mages and
information. For exanple, Indian Princely States Badges, Mdals,
Monogr ans, Wi ghts, Seals and Dies etc. However, as the website is in
t he process of uploading the i nages, some categories nmay not have any
i nformation or inmages upl oaded.

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

EXHI Bl TI ONS & FAI RS

Jan 6-7: Vellore, Vel pex 2005, 2 covers
May 26-28, Mussoorie, Hi nmal ayan Adventure Expo

Aug 11-15: Coi nbatore, South Zone
Contact: The Philatelists Coinbatore, 5 Eleventh Street, Tatabad,
Coi mbatore 641 012

Aug 12-15: Sal em BARAMAHALPEX National Level Philatelic & Num smatic
Venue: VMK VMG Weddi ng Hal I, Swarnapuri, Backside of Hotel Sal em Castl e,
Near New Bus Stand

Contact: N Vaithiyanathan, Treasurer, Baramahal Philatelic and

Num smati c Associ ation, 16 Gandhi Road, (Opposite Ganesan Hospital),
Sal em 636 007

For a list of exhibitions in 2005, please visit
http: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conl i nf obase/ event s. ht m

MEETI NGS

June 6: 2 to 4 PM Delhi Philatelists

2214-15, Hardhiyan Singh Road, 2nd Fl oor, Chanana Conpl ex, Karol Bagh,
New Del hi 110005

Cuests are wel cone, please contact: Madhukar Jhi ngan 93505- 37037

The schedul e of neetings of the philatelic organizations is avail able at
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. cont i nf obase/ cl ubneet. ht m

RECENT PERI ODI CAL PUBLI CATI ONS

SIPA Bulletin, Vol.26 # 1, Jan Feb 2005, Binonthly

Edi tor: G Madan Mbhan Das

Publ i sher: South India Philatelists Association

Address: 21 (A d), 2md Floor, E V K Sanpath Road, Vepery, Chennai 600007
Annual Subscription: Mt |ndicated

AUNT RUFI 1S NO MORE

Ruf fi na Ramanuj am di ed on Decenber 30, 2004. She was a pi oneer who
conduct ed philatelic workshops in sixties and seventies in South India.
She coordinated the first School of Philately held at Bangalore in
conjunction with the first Asian International stamp exhibition in
Bangal ore in 1977. Youngsters were selected fromeach State of India to
participate in this School that had international faculty. Al her wards
af fectionately called her Aunt Rufi and several renmmined in touch with
her for nmany years after fromwherever they were in the world. Her
husband, S Rammanujam and son Eric Ramanujam are well known and active
philatelists today. RIP

NEPAL NEW | SSUES

May 15: Gol den Jubilee of the First Ascent of Munt Mkalu, Rs.10



Mount Makalu (8,463 neters) is the fifth highest peak in the world and
the fifth highest nmountain in Nepal. Located in the Koshi zone of
Sankhuwasabha district in Mahal angur range of H mal ayas, the mmjestic
nountain Makalu lies at 270 53' 23" northern latitude and 870 05' 20
eastern longitude. It was first ascended by the French expedition Jean
Couzy, Lionel Terray, Jean Franco, CGuido Magnone, Jean Bouvier, Serge
Coupe, Puierre Lorous, Andre Vialatte and Gyal zen Norbu Sherpa's team on
May 15, 1955.

Desi gned by M N Rana and printed by Austrian Government Printing Ofice
Vi enna by offset lithography in four colors in the quantity of one
mllion in sheets of 50 stanps

FAKE STAVMP SCAM UPDATES

In an application on May 18, 2005 to the Chief Justice of the Bombay

Hi gh Court seeking that it be treated as a wit petition, Telgi said, he
was kept in the “anda cell', at Yerawada Central Prison here, which was
both "illegal and against his fundamental rights.” Telgi's application
also said, "My life is Iike bubbles on the water and any day it wll
burst. | amsuffering fromH VW AIDs which is in the |ast stage. My
current CD four count is very low | have been tested H V/ AIDS CD four
on April 5, 2005 in the Sassoon Ceneral Hospital and NARI, Pune. The
report is very serious. My CD four counts are only 272 when the m ni num
required is 800-1200. My bl ood sugar |evel as per the nedical report of
t he Sassoon General Hospital, Pune is 450 to 500, while the mininum
required is 80-120". "I have beconme very weak and at the | owest capacity
of the immune system | amunable to fight against ailnments from common
cold to cancer and | require regular nedical check-ups, consultations,

di agnosis and follow up treatnment fromqualified and speci ali st
doctors,"” he said.

In his letters to his |awer, Telgi wote on April 20, 2005 "I ama
confused man. | don't know what to do. | don't know what is in CBl's
mnd. It is very difficult whomto trust and whomnot to trust".

"I amfed up of life," Telgi wote on March 14 to one of his | awers,
Abdul Rehman. "That is why | am planning to give confessiona
statement... My health is deteriorating day by day. My CD-4-counts are
lowest i.e 283. | don't know how many days | will survive. | mnyself
don't feel like living. | feel guilty. | don't know what to do. My wife
is also serious; she is on |ast stage (sic)."

A confession cannot earn Tel gi the approver status. Nor can it be read
agai nst those whom he m ght nane as his acconplices but who are not
being tried along with him Yet, it nay cause severe enbarrassment to
politicians and bureaucrats accused of involvenent in the scam

It is been six months since Telgi first indicated to give a confessiona
statenment. On Cctober 30, 2004, Telgi wote to Rahman he is not the rea
ki ngpin. "I am not the kingpin but one Mohamuad Sayeed Mohammad Yasin of
Calcutta is the person who printed and circul ated the stamps.”

Irked at the recurring runors about his death, fake stanp paper case
prime accused Abdul Karim Telgi clained that "There are persons wi shing
the worst for ne in the hope that they can get away scot-free,” he said
in a veiled reference to exposing others allegedly involved in the scam
They are not even realizing what inmpact such news would have on ny wife
and daughter who are so far away fromne in Karnataka' s Bel gaum
district. I amtensed and depressed”, Telgi told his |lawers MIlind
Pawar and Prashant Jadhav, who net himon May 13, 2005 at Yerawada



Central Prison Pune and informed himabout the runors. Telgi is
reportedly ill since May 7, 2005 when he became unconscious in his cell

Telgi's judicial custody was extended till June 8 by special Moca court
on May 6 after the |latest hearing was adjourned.

FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS

The Advertising Supplenent to ‘ Stanmps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is
avail able on-line http://ww.stanpsofindi a.conf newssite/ad/ ads. htm

FULL SHEETS OF POST | NDEPENDENCE STAMPS FOR SALE - SG nunbers:

1722; 1723; 1724; 1725, 1741;1742;1743; 1744, 1747;1748; 1749; 1750,

1758; 1759; 1760; 1761, 1775;1776; 1777; 1778, 1899; 1900; 1901; 1902; 1903,
1894; 1895, 1904; 1905 PRADEEP KUVAR AGRAWAL, Pradi pphil a@ot mail. Com
16a, Arya Kumar Road, Raj endra Nagar, Patna 800 016 Mobil e: 0-9431011595,

Interested i n exchangi ng used, unused, mnt stanps, comenorative,
post cards, meghdoot card fromlndia and other countries
M MUTHU KRI SHNAN, 33, Jothi Nagar 3rdstreet, Kovilpatti 628501

| NDI AN POSTAL GUI DE 1869

The first issue of the official postal guide, reprinted by Stanps of

I ndi a 2004, 236 pages, hardbound, enlarged fromoriginal octavo to A4
size, limted edition, Special price — Rs 2750 post paid anywhere in the
world. It is now possible to pay by credit card

htt p: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com 99999. ht m

VI EWS & OPI NI ONS

READERS FORUM
<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inmportant to us as it hel ps evolve the
newsl etter. Please send us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

DR AVI NASH B JAGTAP, Bi nni ngen, Switzerl and

MY EXPERI ENCE W TH | NDI A POST

On 26th April | received about 6 letters fromdifferent parts of India.
It is surprising that all these were posted in India during the period
rangi ng from 29th March to 8th April. Which indicate that from 30th
March to 25th April there was no air mail transport fromlndia to
Europe? Sone fifteen years ago | used to receive letters after 4 -5 days
t hey had been posted in India, then this speed was further retarded and
| used to get themafter a week. Since five years, the speed was further
sl oned down and nowadays letters require at least 10 to 15 days to reach
European cities! And this tine the letters reached their destination in
Switzerland with the record delay of 26 days! The letters were sent by
air mail and not by surface mail. Two of the letters, one Aerograme
from Patna (Bi har) and an envel ope from Kal yan (Maharashtra) were
received in torn condition and were delivered by Swiss Post in nicely
packed see-through pol ythene cover, each of them bearing a yell ow
sticker, with the remark in all three national |anguages of Switzerland,
“ The item encl osed reached Swi ss Post in damaged condition. W beg your
pardon”. | was surprised, why Swi ss Post should beg ny pardon, when it
was the India Post, which was responsible for this nmaltreatnment of their
product s?

Anot her thought which cane to ny mind. That was about the quality of
paper used for the manufacture of postal stationery. Here when | was
wor ki ng in a pharnmaceutical company, the packaging materials (glass
bottles, carton boxes, plastic containers etc.) were tested by the
qual ity assurance departnment for their feasibility, if they wthstand



fall froma certain height, they will wi thstand shocks and helter-
skelter during their transport by all types of vehicles on rough roads.
Does our India Post test the feasibility of their postal stationery, if
they withstand the stress they are subjected to undergo during their
transport to foreign countries? Especially taking into consideration the
weak points such as the pressure of an obliterator at the | ocal post
office, the transport of envel opes, post cards and aerogrames through
t he machi ne, which inpresses the code-lines for the ease of sorting, in
red at the bottom of the address on the postal stationery, its dunping
of the letters in the canvas bags for shipment etc.? Many tinmes |ndian
aerogranmes are flimsy in nature and are prone to get torn during their
way through the code printing nmachine. Sone tinme these aerogrammes are
not even securely seal ed, as the adhesive on the flap is poor and does
not stick. Especially envel opes are often danaged on the edges due to
friction. Very often the letters which are damaged are offered “first
aid” in India with the cell ophane adhesive tape!

Secondly, sone tines nmy letters are opened by India Post, perhaps to see
if they contain some thing forbidden and then they are closed applying
stapl es. Now one can not forbid India Post opening ny letters, if they
have doubt about its contents. But such letters, officially opened and
then closed by India Post at any of their post offices, should bear an
official India Post seal on the letter with a round date stanp. In
Switzerland Swi ss Post can open the letters which arrive by air, but
then these letters bear a sticker, saying that the letter was
“officially” opened. In India how can | be sure that the letter closed
using staples was really opened by the Post O fice and not by a private
person? And who is responsible if the addressee receives this letter,
with some contents nissing fromsuch an envel ope? In fact such thing
happened in ny case, where stanps sent to ny friend in Nasik by
registered letter were pilfered on the way, the envel ope was cleverly
cl osed by staples and handed over to the addressee, who also calmy
accepted it!.

| shall be thankful to hear the commrents of the readers, if they have
al so cone across such “irregularities” by India Post. It is certainly
not some thing to be proud of our India Post!

FEATURES & RESOURCES

Indian Laws Rel evant to Philately
htt p: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conl i nf obase/| aws. ht m

Report Cyber Crime & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conl i nf obase/ cybercrinme. htm

ALSO IN THE NEWS

JOHN LENNON WAS A STAMP COLLECTOR
Former Beatl e John Lennon's chil dhood stanp collection is expected to
fetch around US$53,000 when it is sold off at auction

The singer, who was murdered 25 years ago (Dec 1980) in New York, was an
amat eur philatelist during his Liverpool, England, boyhood, and put
t oget her an inpressive al bum of stanps.

And Lennon clearly predicted his neteoric rise to stardom because the
fascinating relic, which dates from 1950, contains several examples of
the singer's signature, while he was practicing his autograph during his
pre-Beat| es adol escence.



London stanp and aut ograph deal ers Stanley G bbons bought the collection
froman Anerican collector, and director RICHARD PURKIS is aware they
have found a gem He says, "It will be of great interest to Beatles

col l ectors and fans."

NEWSSCAN
<W invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>

The Hi nduatan Ti nes, Chandigarh edition, May 13, 2005
COUNTERFEI T SPECI AL COVERS | N Cl RCULATI ON
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com newssi t e/ newspost/221-pi x. htm

VEB SI TE UPDATES

STAVMPS OF INDI A http://ww.stanpsofindia.com
The Hub Site of Indian Philately

PRI NCELY STATES REPORT http://ww. princel ystates.com
Journal of Indian States History, Philately & Numi smatics

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://ww. st anpsoni ndi a. com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics

ADM NI STRI VI A

Publ i shed by Madhukar Jhi ngan (nj hingan at yahoo.com for ‘Stanps of
India, Apartnent 49-D, Block BG 5, Paschim Vihar, New Del hi 110063.
I ndi a

Phone: +91-11-25281578, Mbbile: +91-9350537037( NEW

Subj ect to Del hi Jurisdiction

—————————— **********O\‘*********——————————

Awar ds Received: Silver Medal with the ‘Felicitations of the Jury’ at
“BELG CA 2001 World Philatelic Exhibition, Brussels, June 9-17, 2001

Qur now fanmous Di scl ai mer!
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conl si t egui de/ w04. ht m
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