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JHI NGANS JOTTI NGS
H
We have received sone encouragi ng response for Mbile Phone Network for

Phil atelists and have set up a page at
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conf Cont ent/ Li nks/ phone. ht m

Al so received is the suggestion that not only nunbers of ‘Reliance India
Mobi | e, but all nobile phones should be published to facilitate sending
of SMs.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter

- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Gerald Sattin,
Ed Deschl, Madhukar Deogawanka, Ashok Kumar Tiwary, Press Trust of

I ndi a, The Hi ndu, and The | ndi an Express.

We invite your inputs, please ennil to feedback@tanpsofindi a.com

If you've found this newsletter useful, recomend it to a friend.



Better still, forward a copy of this issue. Also, please nention this
newsl etter when contacting other philatelists.

Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shall reinmburse the costs incurred on photos, philatelic itens issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.

Pl ease send your queries in detail (imges welconme) on all nmatters
related to Philately and Postal History of India and Indian States. W
will attenpt to find an answer for you

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Bl LL FI NCHAM PASSES AVAY

Dr. WF Fincham Research Coordinator of the India Study Circle for
Philately (1SC) suffered a heart attack on February 14, 2004 and did not
survive. He was returning home after a very rewardi ng and well attended
| SC neeting held at the Royal Philatelic Society in London

His death is a serious loss to Indian philately. He will be greatly

nm ssed both as a person and as an ent husiast for research into Indian
postal matters.

NEW SPECI AL POSTMARKS

The special postnmark, reported in |Issue # 154, at Janshedpur for
February 13, 2004 to mark ‘75 years of Industrial Harnony' was cancell ed
and not provided.

I ndi a Post provided a special postmark on January 15, 2004 at Siligur

to mark the Professor D B Deodhar Trophy Linited Overs League Tournanent
for zonal teans. A Special cover was al so brought out on this occasion.
The inter-zonal ganes, from January 15 to 31, 2004, were hosted for the
first tinme at Siliguri and Silchar. Janshedpur, Cuttack and Agartal a

al so hosted matches.

SUKHANI EUROPHI L AUCTI ON

Sukhani Europhil Limnmted of Kol kata sukhani europhil @ediffmil.comis
holding its 66'" public auction sale on Sunday, March 14, 2004 at
‘Rotary Sadan’ Chowri nghee Road, Kol kat a.

There are over 2000 lots covering India - Pre-stanp covers, Essays
Proofs & Reprints, Scinde Dawks, Lithographs, Stanps from pre and post
i ndependence including officials & Mlitary, Refugee Relief, Posta
Stationery, Cancellations, Covers, Pigeonogram Rocket Miils, Meter
Franki ngs, and Used Abroad; Indian Princely States postal, — over 350
I ots of Cochin, Trvancore, & Trvancore-Cochin, Revenues; Bangl adesh,
Bur ma, Paki stan, and Nepal over 275 |ots.

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

MEGHDOOT 2004

V Rama Rao, the Governor of Sikkiminaugurated MEGHDOOT 2004 Post O fice
Festival & philatelic exhibition for North Bengal & Sikkimfrom February
15 to 18, 2004 at Siliguri.



54 exhibits were displayed in 66 franmes. In addition 20 internationally
accl ai red exhibits were displayed in the Invitee class in 164 franes.

The Jury was chaired by Post Master General of North Bengal & Sikkim
John Samuel and consisted of Di pok Dey, and Madhukar Jhingan with B
Sarangi as Apprentice Juror.

There were 4 Gold, 11 Silver, and 9 Bronze nedal s awarded. Pranab Kunar
Datta won the Grand Prize of the Exhibition for the best exhibit for
‘India . The participating schools received the Post Master Ceneral’s
Trophy. Several other special prizes were al so awarded.

Four special covers with special postmarks were rel eased. The covers
featured 150 Years of First India Postage Stanps, Darjeeling Hinmalayan
Rai | way, Red Panda, and North Bengal University.

Meghdoot Post Office Philately Club was al so i naugurated during the show
and a special cover was also brought out to mark this event. Stanp Cl ubs
are being formed at schools and the nenbers of these clubs who open a
standi ng order account at philatelic bureau will be enrolled as nenbers
of the Meghdoot cl ub

The highlight of the show was the first ever participation of the blind
students in Letter Witing contest. Philatelic workshops and quiz were
organi zed during the show Cultural prograns were conducted on al

eveni ngs and on the final day the blind students al so participated.

Bhut an Post and stanp deal ers from New Del hi and Kol kata set up deal ers’
booth at the show

CALENDAR OF FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

The following |ist of events scheduled for next few nonths is subject to
change. We update it in every issue with the information received during
the week. The organizers may be contacted for further details.

February

19-20, South Delhi District Level, DESPEX
21-22, Anritsar, District Leve

27-29, Jalandhar, District Leve

27-29, Tirupur, CO N-STAMPEX

Mar ch
3-5, Coinbatore, District Leve
13-14, Chandigarh, District Leve

For a list of events held this year, please visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com’ Cont ent/ Event s/ a300. ht m

RECENT PERI ODI CAL PUBLI CATI ONS

G P A NEWS, Wiole # 77 — January 2004, Mnthly
G P A NEW5, Whole # 78 — February 2004, Monthly
Editor: H C Mehta



Publ i sher: Gujarat Philatelists Association

Address: 1/ M National Chamnber, Ashram Road, Ahmedabad -380009

Annual Subscription including nmenbership: Rs.100, Entrance Fee Rs. 100
FAKE STAMP SCAM UPDATES

Safiqul Islamand Salim Ahned were arrested by Assam Police on February
12, 2004 for possessing counterfeit stanp papers in the denom nation of
Rs. 5000 worth Rs 1.4 million. On a tip off the police raided the

resi dence of Salim Ahned in the Santipur Hillside area under Bharal umukh
police station and recovered from him 120 papers worth Rs 0.6 mllion
Upon his interrogation another raid was nade in the Dighalipukhuri area
under Latasil police station and prine accused Safiqul |slamwas
arrested along with another 160 fake stanp papers worth Rs 0.8 nmillion
The accused were on February 15, 2004 renmanded to seven days police
custody by the Chief Judicial Magistrate, Kanrup. Safiqul confessed
before police that he procured the counterfeit stanmp papers froma
person Bi kash in Del hi and had given Salim 120 papers for selling them
in the market. The invol venent of Abdul Karim Tel gi could not be ruled
out in the scamand it was one of the angles of investigation into the

FI GHT AGAI NST | LLEGAL | SSUES

Maria Libera, maria.libera@upu.int Program Manager - Markets

Devel opnent, Directorate of Markets, International Bureau, Universa
Postal Union, informs:

UPU has recently issued a circular at the request of the Republic of
Beni n denouncing close to 1900 illegal stanps that have been printed and
distributed in its name through a | arge nunber of sheet formats on a

| arge variety of themes. More illegal issues have just been identified
in the nane of Benin, and these will be the subject of a new
denouncenent as soon as possible. The genui ne i ssues of Benin for 2003
can be consulted on UPU s WNS website www. wnsstanps.ch. Details about
Benin's stanps can be obtained directly fromthe foll owi ng address:
Bureau philatélique du Bénin (M TEOU O Joseph jost heou@ahoo. fr)

BP 5959 - DSPF/ OPT Cot onou, Bénin.

I nvestigations are ongoing to process denouncenents of illegal stanps

t hat have appeared or which are still on the narket in the names of the
foll owi ng postal adm nistrations: Afghanistan, Angola, Benin, Burkina
Faso, Burundi, the Union of Conobros, Congo (Republic), Congo (Denocratic
Republic), Republic of Cbte d'Ivoire, East Tinor, Eritrea, Estonia (its
i sl ands), Fal kland |slands, Georgia, Guiné-Bissau, CGuinea (Republic)
Kosova (UNM K), Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Mdagascar, Mali, Morocco (the Sahara
Republic), Muritania, Union of Myanmar, Niger, the Russian Federation
(its internal republics and provinces), Rwanda, Sao Tome é Princi pe,
Somel i a, Sudan, Tadjikistan, Tchad, Turkneni stan, Ukraine and

Uzbeki stan. The collectors must continue to be particularly careful when
they see issues on the market in the nanes of these countries, in
particul ar during philatelic exhibitions, on the Internet, and in
various advertising materials. It is inportant that they have the
listing of the | egal issues and they doubl e-check beforehand the
authenticity of the stanps they want to purchase, than to regret their
purchase | ater.



The circulars already issued in the names of a |arge nunber of countries
have unfortunately not yet stopped the continued proliferation of

illegal stanps in the names of these and ot her countries. The comnbat

agai nst this serious problem nust continue and everyone needs to
contribute by reporting as nmuch material as possible that they see on
the market that is or may be doubtful in nature and which requires

i nvestigation.

More and nore of the countries concerned have their legitimte stanps on
their own websites. More postal administrations are still signing up to
the UPU s WADP Nunbering system which lists the official stanps issued
since 1 January 2002 and now have 146 postal admi nistrations
participating in the WNS system Please visit ww. wnsstanps.ch and send
your coments on the value of this site.

‘Stanps of India also provides information at the followi ng |ink
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conf Cont ent/ Or gs/ wadp-05. ht m as part of
strengtheni ng the conbat agai nst the continuing proliferation of illega
st anps.

FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS

The Advertising Supplenment to ‘Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is
avail able on-line http://ww.stanpsofindi a.coml Content/Ads/ ads. ht m

VI EW6 & OPI NI ONS

READERS FORUM
<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evol ve the
newsl etter. Please do |let us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

JEEVAN JYOTI from Bhubaneshwar

I want to draw the attention of philatelists and officials of Departnent
of Posts through your esteened internet journal that the Posta
Department is not taking proper care to return the collections of the
partici pants after the exhibition. The collections are returned to the
philatelists in a very carel ess manner

Recently | was personally requested by the Chief Postmaster, Lucknow to
send collections for Philatelic Mahotsav which was held in Lucknow from
27 to 28 January 2004.1 sent 3 franes by speed post. After few days I
was surprised to receive a torn poorly and | oosely packed packet sent by
speed post from Chief Post Master, Lucknow containing 2 frames of ny
col l ection and one frane of "Roses” collection of M. Satyendra Kumar
Aggarwal of Varanasi. The packet was al nost open and sheets of M.
Satyendra’'s collection were visible fromthe out side. They were not
even covered in a separate envel ope.

When | went through the sheets | was quite shocked to see his collection
as it was highly valuable containing some rare itens and it coul d have
been damaged or lost. Is this justified? Wien a philatelist is
personal ly requested to send the collection then the collection nust be
returned to its owner in a well packed parcel



The Departnent of Posts should al so reinburse the speed post charges to
the participants if the exhibition is non conpetitive and collections
are sent by the philatelists on earnest request of the Postal departnent
of ficials.

I had to send two tinmes parcel by speed Post first to send nmy own
collection to Lucknow and second tinme to return M Stayendra Aggarwal's
collection. But till date | have not received nmy own one frane
col l ection which was sent to M. Aggarwal by the m stake of Departnent
of Posts.

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndi an Laws Rel evant to Philately
http://ww. st anpsofindi a. conf Content/ Gui de/ M sc/ |l aws. htm

Report Cyber Crinme & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ M sc/ cybercrinme. htm

ALSO I N THE NEWS

| LLEGAL STAMPS & STAMP SCANDALS
We have received following nail fromDr Malte Aronsson, editor of the
Col l ector's Target http://ww.coll ectorstarget.conl based in Sweden

“We wish to congratulate you on the fantastic work you |lay down on such
a wonderful product as the Stanps of India Newsletter. Hence, we would
like to provide you with this Press Rel ease, which m ght be of interest.
In any case, please |let us have your comments on it. Even though this is
a conversation between lan Billings and Keith Larson and us, the whol e
subj ect as such would be of interest of any stanp collector - but npst
of all to philatelic scribents, journalists and editors, who are able to
spread the good words out further.”

01. PRESS RELEASE

Dear lan Billings and Keith Larson,

First of all, let me convey to you ny utternost thankful ness for letting
us know al so about the bad news in the philatelic world. W all need to
know about new threats, new rip-offs that conmes up, now and then. Even
if we are one step after.

Most probably, this underground philatelic activity of producing illega
stanps is a lucrative one. The average philatelist (or better, stanp-
col l ector) who collects stanps from various countries have a hard tine
to find out what stanp issue is legal, and which is not. In npst cases,
the illegal stanps bear the correct nanme of the country, and also the
correct currencies.

The first people to find out about the illegal issues would of course be
the ones who work at the postal administration's philatelic divisions.
But not always. Really, each postal adm nistration should run a nailing-
list to all (web) publishers who publish denouncenents of illega



i ssues, in order to have the information out, quickly, like rings on the
wat er .

There is a very good initiative taken by WNSStanps in Switzerland, the
Worl d Nunbering System where all legally issued stanps are published,

with inages (which is very inportant). Any unsure person may refer to

this website, to find out what stanps are OK to buy for the collection,
and what stanps out of bounds, etc. http://ww. wnsstanps.com

Si nce year 2000 we have al so published the stanps froma variety of
countries on our website, for the sane reason. But sorry to say, only a
few countries have joined so far. The infornmation we receive though
comes fromthe legitimate postal adm nistrations of each country, and
are thus the legal issues. We think, the nore people (websites) that
will publish this type of information, i.e. spreading the good words,
the better it will be. http://ww.coll ectorstarget.com

Let's all go together NOWto fight the illegal stanps once for all. Let
all your colleagues and |iaisons out there know. These stanps are
produced for one and only reason: To rip the innocent stanp collectors
off, in order to make a quick, even huge profits. They do not think
about what damage they are doing to different countries' stanp-issuing
reputation, what pain they give to those collectors who bought (or will
buy) these conpletely val uel ess stanps for their collections. Wat
damage it will do to all the attenpts to get nore people interested in
stanmp col l ecting generally (specially thinking about youth and

chil dren).

These people are the worst, they fool people to think the stanps are
real, the bogus stanps they produce carries a real country's nane, its
currency, etc.

The second worst people are the unscrupul ous Philatelic Agents producing
stanps for different countries and little islands. For instance, a
little island country with a few thousand i nhabitants comes out with
over 100 sets of stanps in one year (!). These stanps are from my point
of viewin the grey-zone of being bogus. Isn't it strange how such a
smal |l island or island group could issue nore stanps than is needed for
| ocal postage (plus little extra for the philatelists and conpani es who
subscribe at their philatelic divisions). (The normal need for new
stanps for a small island nation would be max 4 issues with 2 - 4

di fferent stanps of each issue, per year....) What does a stanp
depicting Swedish formula 1 drivers or Ukrainian football teams have to
do with a tropical island nation? How about instead produci ng stanps
that have to do with the island itself, its culture, way of life,
tourist spots...

Let us all go together also to nmake the nminds up on those unscrupul ous
postmasters and philatelic division managers who let profit go before
the reputation of their stanps. Let us all try to spread the good words.
After a few years they would find out, anyway, when they see that |esser
and | esser nunber of stanps actually are sold. But at that tine the
reputati on has gone, or had at |east got deep scars. It's too late. It's
of course OK for any postal adnministration to |et an agent produce their



stanps, but they should give clear instructions to the agent on how nany
st anps shoul d be produced per year, and what topics, in order to keep
the reputation - and the collectors. Many postal admnistrations do
still have a lot to learn, it seems.

Pl ease make a note about |LLEGAL STAMPS on the front page of your
website, link it to a new page, get the latest information from UPU
copy this and paste it in that page, and upload the page to your server.
O, at least place a link to a proper page within http://ww. upu.int/ on
your page, in order to |let nore and nore people know.

Why not do the sane about the GREY- ZONE st anps?
Pl ease |l et us know if we are wong, about any of our conments.
If you think these matters are inportant, please let us know. W would

very much like to co-operate with you on these, and possibly other
matters too. In the case you come across any deal er or website offering

or giving information about illegal, bogus stanps, would you pl ease |et
us know about it? If you like, we will do the same for you. |If you have
a look at our website, you will see it carries quite a fewlinks to al
sorts of philatelic websites throughout the world. W scan these
regularly, in order to see that the links still function, but also we

check the content of these, and in case we find sonmething suspect, we
could let you know. If you approve to.

We have to co-operate in order to stop the illegal stanps.

02. MESSAGE FROM | AN BI LLI NGS of Norvic Philatelics
http://ww. norvic-philatelics.co.uk forwardi ng the nmessage received

Dear Dr Aronsson

Your websites and ours have one thing in conmon - we all highlight the
problemof 'illegal stanps'. |If you haven't had a copy of the attached
email - which is perfectly safe - you may be interested in the threat
that is being nade to the UPU and ot hers.

Your mail software may mark this as suspect because of the web address
init, in fact if you click on the address it probably won't | oad
because the sender has left off the http:// (!) but if you paste the
address into your browser you will see a nessage sent to Maria Libera at
the UPU. It isn't pleasant, but there we are, the people involved are
clearly not pleasant people.

All | can add is, if you're included on his mailing list, be wary. |
shall | ook at any inconm ng package with suspicion unless | know the
sender.

03. MESSAGE RECEI VED & FORWARDED BY | AN BI LLI NGS
Subj ect: www. st anp- scandal . com

From JMar i noMont er o@ol . com

Date: Thu, 12 Feb 2004 09:55: 34 EST

To: ian@orvic-philatelics.co.uk



New Web site : ww stanp-scandal .com
you go to be there very soon.

04. Open Letter to Maria Libera from (Stanp-Scandal.com
To: Maria Libera, UPU <maria.libera@pu.int>
Date: 11 February 2004 11:25

Madam
We have the pleasure of inform ng you that your days of I|ibel ous
denunci ati on agai nst us are over.

You can consult the website ww. stanp-scandal .com which is under
construction, and which will be uncovering the real producers of illega
st anps.

“Mnisters - Post Ofice Directors - Princes — Philatelic Organisations
- Stanp Catal ogues - the nmafia of the stanp business - minor enployees
of the Postal Organisation - etc....” along with all docunentation

Once and for all justice will be done. You insist on causing us
harassnment even though you know all our work is conpletely |legal. No one
will be spared.

If you have any dignity, please RESIGN from your position in the
UPU.

05. MESSAGE FROM KEI TH LARSON, Webnaster of the Scouts on Stanps Society
I nternational:

I an,
Thank you for your notification of this scandal website.
Interesting that the author will not acknow edge that they

M ght actually be responsible for marketing and pronoting these
1l egal issues!

Here is who behind this website:
domai n: STAMP- SCANDAL. COM

created: 10-Feb-2004

| ast - changed: 10- Feb-2004

regi stration-expiration: 10-Feb-2005

Regi strant & admi nistrator: Juan Marino-Mntero

Mari no Montero International Limted

Curdridge Lane, Warwi ck House, S032 2BJ, Sout hanpton GB
regi strant-phone: (44) 1 489 79 86 51

regi strant-fax: (44) 1 489 79 87 51

regi strant-email: JMari noMontero@ol.com

M Montero operates an internet website for narketing his fake stanps
with a name of "MM Stanps." | didn't see a single legitimte UPU
country stanp at his website. http://mr stanps. conl

The story gets nore interesting. Follow ng the domain registration
trail, MM's website and online business process was created by Geg



Caron, who al so runs"Cool st anps. conf'. Cool stanps nmarkets nostly fake
stanps too, with some UPU legitimate issues.

Regi strant & admi nistrator: Geg Caron

PO Box 5125, Vacaville, California 95696-5125, United States
Phone (707) 448- 1111

Fax (707) 448-1881

emai | : cool stanps@ool st anps. com

<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>

WEB SI TE UPDATES

STAMPS OF I NDI A http://ww.stanpsofindia.com

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in foll owi ng segnents -
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LI NKS.

STAMPS ON | NDI A http://ww.stanpsoni ndi a. com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics

ADM NI STRI VI A

Publ i shed by Madhu Jhi ngan nj hi ngan@ahoo. com for *Stanps of India’
Apartment 49-D, Bl ock BG 5, Paschim Vihar, New Del hi 110063. India
Phone: +91-11-25281578, Mbbile: +91-9868140089

Subj ect to Del hi Jurisdiction

Qur now fanpus Discl ai ner!
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ w04. ht m

STAMPS OF | NDI A COLLECTORS COWPANI ON, Back issues in Print

Vol .1 2000, |ssue #1-19, Rs.500

Vol .2 2001, |ssue #20-52, Rs.950

Vol .3 2002, |ssue #53-97, Rs. 1250

Vol .4 2003, Part 1, Issue #98-122, (January-June) Rs. 650

Conpl ete Set, as above, postpaid: Rs.3500 (inland) or US$95 (overseas)
Vol .5 2003, Part 2, Issue #123-148, (July-Decenber) Com ng soon

STAMPS OF | NDI A COLLECTORS COVPANI ON, Back |ssues on CD
Issue # 1 — latest issue, Rs.500 or US$ 10 postpaid

STAMPS OF | NDI A COLLECTORS COVPANI ON, Back Issues on the Wb Site
Issue # 1 — | atest issue, No Charge
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf Cont ent/ Downl oad/ ar chi ves. ht m




© Copyright 2004. Stanps of India, New Del hi. Al rights reserved.
For reproduci ng content from Stanps of India publications please ask the

publ i sher for pernission stating exactly what you would |ike to use, and
for what purpose, before using the sane.
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Better still, forward a copy of this issue. Also, please nention this
newsl etter when contacting other philatelists.

Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shall reinmburse the costs incurred on photos, philatelic itens issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.

Pl ease send your queries in detail (imges welconme) on all nmatters
related to Philately and Postal History of India and Indian States. W
will attenpt to find an answer for you

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Bl LL FI NCHAM PASSES AVAY

Dr. WF Fincham Research Coordinator of the India Study Circle for
Philately (1SC) suffered a heart attack on February 14, 2004 and did not
survive. He was returning home after a very rewardi ng and well attended
| SC neeting held at the Royal Philatelic Society in London

His death is a serious loss to Indian philately. He will be greatly

nm ssed both as a person and as an ent husiast for research into Indian
postal matters.

NEW SPECI AL POSTMARKS

The special postnmark, reported in |Issue # 154, at Janshedpur for
February 13, 2004 to mark ‘75 years of Industrial Harnony' was cancell ed
and not provided.

I ndi a Post provided a special postmark on January 15, 2004 at Siligur

to mark the Professor D B Deodhar Trophy Linited Overs League Tournanent
for zonal teans. A Special cover was al so brought out on this occasion.
The inter-zonal ganes, from January 15 to 31, 2004, were hosted for the
first tinme at Siliguri and Silchar. Janshedpur, Cuttack and Agartal a

al so hosted matches.

SUKHANI EUROPHI L AUCTI ON

Sukhani Europhil Limnmted of Kol kata sukhani europhil @ediffmil.comis
holding its 66'" public auction sale on Sunday, March 14, 2004 at
‘Rotary Sadan’ Chowri nghee Road, Kol kat a.

There are over 2000 lots covering India - Pre-stanp covers, Essays
Proofs & Reprints, Scinde Dawks, Lithographs, Stanps from pre and post
i ndependence including officials & Mlitary, Refugee Relief, Posta
Stationery, Cancellations, Covers, Pigeonogram Rocket Miils, Meter
Franki ngs, and Used Abroad; Indian Princely States postal, — over 350
I ots of Cochin, Trvancore, & Trvancore-Cochin, Revenues; Bangl adesh,
Bur ma, Paki stan, and Nepal over 275 |ots.

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

MEGHDOOT 2004

V Rama Rao, the Governor of Sikkiminaugurated MEGHDOOT 2004 Post O fice
Festival & philatelic exhibition for North Bengal & Sikkimfrom February
15 to 18, 2004 at Siliguri.



54 exhibits were displayed in 66 franmes. In addition 20 internationally
accl ai red exhibits were displayed in the Invitee class in 164 franes.

The Jury was chaired by Post Master General of North Bengal & Sikkim
John Samuel and consisted of Di pok Dey, and Madhukar Jhingan with B
Sarangi as Apprentice Juror.

There were 4 Gold, 11 Silver, and 9 Bronze nedal s awarded. Pranab Kunar
Datta won the Grand Prize of the Exhibition for the best exhibit for
‘India . The participating schools received the Post Master Ceneral’s
Trophy. Several other special prizes were al so awarded.

Four special covers with special postmarks were rel eased. The covers
featured 150 Years of First India Postage Stanps, Darjeeling Hinmalayan
Rai | way, Red Panda, and North Bengal University.

Meghdoot Post Office Philately Club was al so i naugurated during the show
and a special cover was also brought out to mark this event. Stanp Cl ubs
are being formed at schools and the nenbers of these clubs who open a
standi ng order account at philatelic bureau will be enrolled as nenbers
of the Meghdoot cl ub

The highlight of the show was the first ever participation of the blind
students in Letter Witing contest. Philatelic workshops and quiz were
organi zed during the show Cultural prograns were conducted on al

eveni ngs and on the final day the blind students al so participated.

Bhut an Post and stanp deal ers from New Del hi and Kol kata set up deal ers’
booth at the show

CALENDAR OF FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

The following |ist of events scheduled for next few nonths is subject to
change. We update it in every issue with the information received during
the week. The organizers may be contacted for further details.

February

19-20, South Delhi District Level, DESPEX
21-22, Anritsar, District Leve

27-29, Jalandhar, District Leve

27-29, Tirupur, CO N-STAMPEX

Mar ch
3-5, Coinbatore, District Leve
13-14, Chandigarh, District Leve

For a list of events held this year, please visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com’ Cont ent/ Event s/ a300. ht m

RECENT PERI ODI CAL PUBLI CATI ONS

G P A NEWS, Wiole # 77 — January 2004, Mnthly
G P A NEW5, Whole # 78 — February 2004, Monthly
Editor: H C Mehta



Publ i sher: Gujarat Philatelists Association

Address: 1/ M National Chamnber, Ashram Road, Ahmedabad -380009

Annual Subscription including nmenbership: Rs.100, Entrance Fee Rs. 100
FAKE STAMP SCAM UPDATES

Safiqul Islamand Salim Ahned were arrested by Assam Police on February
12, 2004 for possessing counterfeit stanp papers in the denom nation of
Rs. 5000 worth Rs 1.4 million. On a tip off the police raided the

resi dence of Salim Ahned in the Santipur Hillside area under Bharal umukh
police station and recovered from him 120 papers worth Rs 0.6 mllion
Upon his interrogation another raid was nade in the Dighalipukhuri area
under Latasil police station and prine accused Safiqul |slamwas
arrested along with another 160 fake stanp papers worth Rs 0.8 nmillion
The accused were on February 15, 2004 renmanded to seven days police
custody by the Chief Judicial Magistrate, Kanrup. Safiqul confessed
before police that he procured the counterfeit stanmp papers froma
person Bi kash in Del hi and had given Salim 120 papers for selling them
in the market. The invol venent of Abdul Karim Tel gi could not be ruled
out in the scamand it was one of the angles of investigation into the

FI GHT AGAI NST | LLEGAL | SSUES

Maria Libera, maria.libera@upu.int Program Manager - Markets

Devel opnent, Directorate of Markets, International Bureau, Universa
Postal Union, informs:

UPU has recently issued a circular at the request of the Republic of
Beni n denouncing close to 1900 illegal stanps that have been printed and
distributed in its name through a | arge nunber of sheet formats on a

| arge variety of themes. More illegal issues have just been identified
in the nane of Benin, and these will be the subject of a new
denouncenent as soon as possible. The genui ne i ssues of Benin for 2003
can be consulted on UPU s WNS website www. wnsstanps.ch. Details about
Benin's stanps can be obtained directly fromthe foll owi ng address:
Bureau philatélique du Bénin (M TEOU O Joseph jost heou@ahoo. fr)

BP 5959 - DSPF/ OPT Cot onou, Bénin.

I nvestigations are ongoing to process denouncenents of illegal stanps

t hat have appeared or which are still on the narket in the names of the
foll owi ng postal adm nistrations: Afghanistan, Angola, Benin, Burkina
Faso, Burundi, the Union of Conobros, Congo (Republic), Congo (Denocratic
Republic), Republic of Cbte d'Ivoire, East Tinor, Eritrea, Estonia (its
i sl ands), Fal kland |slands, Georgia, Guiné-Bissau, CGuinea (Republic)
Kosova (UNM K), Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Mdagascar, Mali, Morocco (the Sahara
Republic), Muritania, Union of Myanmar, Niger, the Russian Federation
(its internal republics and provinces), Rwanda, Sao Tome é Princi pe,
Somel i a, Sudan, Tadjikistan, Tchad, Turkneni stan, Ukraine and

Uzbeki stan. The collectors must continue to be particularly careful when
they see issues on the market in the nanes of these countries, in
particul ar during philatelic exhibitions, on the Internet, and in
various advertising materials. It is inportant that they have the
listing of the | egal issues and they doubl e-check beforehand the
authenticity of the stanps they want to purchase, than to regret their
purchase | ater.



The circulars already issued in the names of a |arge nunber of countries
have unfortunately not yet stopped the continued proliferation of

illegal stanps in the names of these and ot her countries. The comnbat

agai nst this serious problem nust continue and everyone needs to
contribute by reporting as nmuch material as possible that they see on
the market that is or may be doubtful in nature and which requires

i nvestigation.

More and nore of the countries concerned have their legitimte stanps on
their own websites. More postal administrations are still signing up to
the UPU s WADP Nunbering system which lists the official stanps issued
since 1 January 2002 and now have 146 postal admi nistrations
participating in the WNS system Please visit ww. wnsstanps.ch and send
your coments on the value of this site.

‘Stanps of India also provides information at the followi ng |ink
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conf Cont ent/ Or gs/ wadp-05. ht m as part of
strengtheni ng the conbat agai nst the continuing proliferation of illega
st anps.

FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS

The Advertising Supplenment to ‘Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is
avail able on-line http://ww.stanpsofindi a.coml Content/Ads/ ads. ht m

VI EW6 & OPI NI ONS

READERS FORUM
<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evol ve the
newsl etter. Please do |let us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

JEEVAN JYOTI from Bhubaneshwar

I want to draw the attention of philatelists and officials of Departnent
of Posts through your esteened internet journal that the Posta
Department is not taking proper care to return the collections of the
partici pants after the exhibition. The collections are returned to the
philatelists in a very carel ess manner

Recently | was personally requested by the Chief Postmaster, Lucknow to
send collections for Philatelic Mahotsav which was held in Lucknow from
27 to 28 January 2004.1 sent 3 franes by speed post. After few days I
was surprised to receive a torn poorly and | oosely packed packet sent by
speed post from Chief Post Master, Lucknow containing 2 frames of ny
col l ection and one frane of "Roses” collection of M. Satyendra Kumar
Aggarwal of Varanasi. The packet was al nost open and sheets of M.
Satyendra’'s collection were visible fromthe out side. They were not
even covered in a separate envel ope.

When | went through the sheets | was quite shocked to see his collection
as it was highly valuable containing some rare itens and it coul d have
been damaged or lost. Is this justified? Wien a philatelist is
personal ly requested to send the collection then the collection nust be
returned to its owner in a well packed parcel



The Departnent of Posts should al so reinburse the speed post charges to
the participants if the exhibition is non conpetitive and collections
are sent by the philatelists on earnest request of the Postal departnent
of ficials.

I had to send two tinmes parcel by speed Post first to send nmy own
collection to Lucknow and second tinme to return M Stayendra Aggarwal's
collection. But till date | have not received nmy own one frane
col l ection which was sent to M. Aggarwal by the m stake of Departnent
of Posts.

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndi an Laws Rel evant to Philately
http://ww. st anpsofindi a. conf Content/ Gui de/ M sc/ |l aws. htm

Report Cyber Crinme & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ M sc/ cybercrinme. htm

ALSO I N THE NEWS

| LLEGAL STAMPS & STAMP SCANDALS
We have received following nail fromDr Malte Aronsson, editor of the
Col l ector's Target http://ww.coll ectorstarget.conl based in Sweden

“We wish to congratulate you on the fantastic work you |lay down on such
a wonderful product as the Stanps of India Newsletter. Hence, we would
like to provide you with this Press Rel ease, which m ght be of interest.
In any case, please |let us have your comments on it. Even though this is
a conversation between lan Billings and Keith Larson and us, the whol e
subj ect as such would be of interest of any stanp collector - but npst
of all to philatelic scribents, journalists and editors, who are able to
spread the good words out further.”

01. PRESS RELEASE

Dear lan Billings and Keith Larson,

First of all, let me convey to you ny utternost thankful ness for letting
us know al so about the bad news in the philatelic world. W all need to
know about new threats, new rip-offs that conmes up, now and then. Even
if we are one step after.

Most probably, this underground philatelic activity of producing illega
stanps is a lucrative one. The average philatelist (or better, stanp-
col l ector) who collects stanps from various countries have a hard tine
to find out what stanp issue is legal, and which is not. In npst cases,
the illegal stanps bear the correct nanme of the country, and also the
correct currencies.

The first people to find out about the illegal issues would of course be
the ones who work at the postal administration's philatelic divisions.
But not always. Really, each postal adm nistration should run a nailing-
list to all (web) publishers who publish denouncenents of illega



i ssues, in order to have the information out, quickly, like rings on the
wat er .

There is a very good initiative taken by WNSStanps in Switzerland, the
Worl d Nunbering System where all legally issued stanps are published,

with inages (which is very inportant). Any unsure person may refer to

this website, to find out what stanps are OK to buy for the collection,
and what stanps out of bounds, etc. http://ww. wnsstanps.com

Si nce year 2000 we have al so published the stanps froma variety of
countries on our website, for the sane reason. But sorry to say, only a
few countries have joined so far. The infornmation we receive though
comes fromthe legitimate postal adm nistrations of each country, and
are thus the legal issues. We think, the nore people (websites) that
will publish this type of information, i.e. spreading the good words,
the better it will be. http://ww.coll ectorstarget.com

Let's all go together NOWto fight the illegal stanps once for all. Let
all your colleagues and |iaisons out there know. These stanps are
produced for one and only reason: To rip the innocent stanp collectors
off, in order to make a quick, even huge profits. They do not think
about what damage they are doing to different countries' stanp-issuing
reputation, what pain they give to those collectors who bought (or will
buy) these conpletely val uel ess stanps for their collections. Wat
damage it will do to all the attenpts to get nore people interested in
stanmp col l ecting generally (specially thinking about youth and

chil dren).

These people are the worst, they fool people to think the stanps are
real, the bogus stanps they produce carries a real country's nane, its
currency, etc.

The second worst people are the unscrupul ous Philatelic Agents producing
stanps for different countries and little islands. For instance, a
little island country with a few thousand i nhabitants comes out with
over 100 sets of stanps in one year (!). These stanps are from my point
of viewin the grey-zone of being bogus. Isn't it strange how such a
smal |l island or island group could issue nore stanps than is needed for
| ocal postage (plus little extra for the philatelists and conpani es who
subscribe at their philatelic divisions). (The normal need for new
stanps for a small island nation would be max 4 issues with 2 - 4

di fferent stanps of each issue, per year....) What does a stanp
depicting Swedish formula 1 drivers or Ukrainian football teams have to
do with a tropical island nation? How about instead produci ng stanps
that have to do with the island itself, its culture, way of life,
tourist spots...

Let us all go together also to nmake the nminds up on those unscrupul ous
postmasters and philatelic division managers who let profit go before
the reputation of their stanps. Let us all try to spread the good words.
After a few years they would find out, anyway, when they see that |esser
and | esser nunber of stanps actually are sold. But at that tine the
reputati on has gone, or had at |east got deep scars. It's too late. It's
of course OK for any postal adnministration to |et an agent produce their



stanps, but they should give clear instructions to the agent on how nany
st anps shoul d be produced per year, and what topics, in order to keep
the reputation - and the collectors. Many postal admnistrations do
still have a lot to learn, it seems.

Pl ease make a note about |LLEGAL STAMPS on the front page of your
website, link it to a new page, get the latest information from UPU
copy this and paste it in that page, and upload the page to your server.
O, at least place a link to a proper page within http://ww. upu.int/ on
your page, in order to |let nore and nore people know.

Why not do the sane about the GREY- ZONE st anps?
Pl ease |l et us know if we are wong, about any of our conments.
If you think these matters are inportant, please let us know. W would

very much like to co-operate with you on these, and possibly other
matters too. In the case you come across any deal er or website offering

or giving information about illegal, bogus stanps, would you pl ease |et
us know about it? If you like, we will do the same for you. |If you have
a look at our website, you will see it carries quite a fewlinks to al
sorts of philatelic websites throughout the world. W scan these
regularly, in order to see that the links still function, but also we

check the content of these, and in case we find sonmething suspect, we
could let you know. If you approve to.

We have to co-operate in order to stop the illegal stanps.

02. MESSAGE FROM | AN BI LLI NGS of Norvic Philatelics
http://ww. norvic-philatelics.co.uk forwardi ng the nmessage received

Dear Dr Aronsson

Your websites and ours have one thing in conmon - we all highlight the
problemof 'illegal stanps'. |If you haven't had a copy of the attached
email - which is perfectly safe - you may be interested in the threat
that is being nade to the UPU and ot hers.

Your mail software may mark this as suspect because of the web address
init, in fact if you click on the address it probably won't | oad
because the sender has left off the http:// (!) but if you paste the
address into your browser you will see a nessage sent to Maria Libera at
the UPU. It isn't pleasant, but there we are, the people involved are
clearly not pleasant people.

All | can add is, if you're included on his mailing list, be wary. |
shall | ook at any inconm ng package with suspicion unless | know the
sender.

03. MESSAGE RECEI VED & FORWARDED BY | AN BI LLI NGS
Subj ect: www. st anp- scandal . com

From JMar i noMont er o@ol . com

Date: Thu, 12 Feb 2004 09:55: 34 EST

To: ian@orvic-philatelics.co.uk



New Web site : ww stanp-scandal .com
you go to be there very soon.

04. Open Letter to Maria Libera from (Stanp-Scandal.com
To: Maria Libera, UPU <maria.libera@pu.int>
Date: 11 February 2004 11:25

Madam
We have the pleasure of inform ng you that your days of I|ibel ous
denunci ati on agai nst us are over.

You can consult the website ww. stanp-scandal .com which is under
construction, and which will be uncovering the real producers of illega
st anps.

“Mnisters - Post Ofice Directors - Princes — Philatelic Organisations
- Stanp Catal ogues - the nmafia of the stanp business - minor enployees
of the Postal Organisation - etc....” along with all docunentation

Once and for all justice will be done. You insist on causing us
harassnment even though you know all our work is conpletely |legal. No one
will be spared.

If you have any dignity, please RESIGN from your position in the
UPU.

05. MESSAGE FROM KEI TH LARSON, Webnaster of the Scouts on Stanps Society
I nternational:

I an,
Thank you for your notification of this scandal website.
Interesting that the author will not acknow edge that they

M ght actually be responsible for marketing and pronoting these
1l egal issues!

Here is who behind this website:
domai n: STAMP- SCANDAL. COM

created: 10-Feb-2004

| ast - changed: 10- Feb-2004

regi stration-expiration: 10-Feb-2005

Regi strant & admi nistrator: Juan Marino-Mntero

Mari no Montero International Limted

Curdridge Lane, Warwi ck House, S032 2BJ, Sout hanpton GB
regi strant-phone: (44) 1 489 79 86 51

regi strant-fax: (44) 1 489 79 87 51

regi strant-email: JMari noMontero@ol.com

M Montero operates an internet website for narketing his fake stanps
with a name of "MM Stanps." | didn't see a single legitimte UPU
country stanp at his website. http://mr stanps. conl

The story gets nore interesting. Follow ng the domain registration
trail, MM's website and online business process was created by Geg



Caron, who al so runs"Cool st anps. conf'. Cool stanps nmarkets nostly fake
stanps too, with some UPU legitimate issues.

Regi strant & admi nistrator: Geg Caron

PO Box 5125, Vacaville, California 95696-5125, United States
Phone (707) 448- 1111

Fax (707) 448-1881

emai | : cool stanps@ool st anps. com

<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>

WEB SI TE UPDATES

STAMPS OF I NDI A http://ww.stanpsofindia.com

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in foll owi ng segnents -
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LI NKS.

STAMPS ON | NDI A http://ww.stanpsoni ndi a. com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics

ADM NI STRI VI A

Publ i shed by Madhu Jhi ngan nj hi ngan@ahoo. com for *Stanps of India’
Apartment 49-D, Bl ock BG 5, Paschim Vihar, New Del hi 110063. India
Phone: +91-11-25281578, Mbbile: +91-9868140089

Subj ect to Del hi Jurisdiction

Qur now fanpus Discl ai ner!
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ w04. ht m

STAMPS OF | NDI A COLLECTORS COWPANI ON, Back issues in Print

Vol .1 2000, |ssue #1-19, Rs.500

Vol .2 2001, |ssue #20-52, Rs.950

Vol .3 2002, |ssue #53-97, Rs. 1250

Vol .4 2003, Part 1, Issue #98-122, (January-June) Rs. 650

Conpl ete Set, as above, postpaid: Rs.3500 (inland) or US$95 (overseas)
Vol .5 2003, Part 2, Issue #123-148, (July-Decenber) Com ng soon

STAMPS OF | NDI A COLLECTORS COVPANI ON, Back |ssues on CD
Issue # 1 — latest issue, Rs.500 or US$ 10 postpaid

STAMPS OF | NDI A COLLECTORS COVPANI ON, Back Issues on the Wb Site
Issue # 1 — | atest issue, No Charge
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf Cont ent/ Downl oad/ ar chi ves. ht m
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