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The ol dest intergovernnental organization in existence - Universal
Postal Union (UPU) was founded on Cctober 9, 1874. Al over the world,
the Day is celebrated as Wrld Post Day. It is the Day of Wbrl d- Post
(international mail) and not a Wrld Day of the Post (in general).

I ndi a Post celebrates World Post Day with a National Postal Wek that
begins from October 9 and goes on until October 16 every year. Awards to
postal workers for neritorious services are presented and nmeets with
postal custoners are held during this week.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.



- M&SJ

CQur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Anil Suri of
New Del hi, and The Tinmes of India.

We invite your inputs, please emanil to stanpsofindi a@ atanova.com

Pl ease nention this newsletter when contacting other philatelists.

If you've found this newsletter useful, recomend it to a friend.
Better still forward a copy of this issue.

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

YAHOO GROUPS ACCESSI BLE AGAI N

It has been possible to access Yahoo Groups at |east since Cctober 5,
2003 al t hough we have not been able to ascertain whether the Governnent
of India has withdrawn its order that resulted in bl ocking yahoo groups.

The governnent had asked Internet Service Providers (ISPs) in the
country to bl ock www. groups. yahoo. conf groups/ kynhun for “pronoting anti -
nati onal news and containing material against the government of I|ndia
and the state governnent of Meghal aya”. However, since the technology to
bl ock a particular group is conplicated, |SPs bl ocked access to the

whol e of Yahoo G oups.

It was possible during the ban to log on to www. anonym zer.comthen
access www. groups. yahoo.com The Internet is not built for control and
however hard the governnent tries to rein in the Net, web users will
find ways to circunvent bans.

FORTHCOM NG STAMP | SSUES

India Post will issue commenorative stanps in the denonmination of Rs 5
on Narendra Mhan on October 14, 2003 and on Govi ndrao Pansare on

Oct ober 21, 2003.

These issues along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet,
at Rs.2 each, shall be available on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post
O fices including all Philatelic Bureaus and Counters in the country.
WATERFALLS STAMPS RELEASED

I ndi a Post released a set of 4 special stanps and a niniature sheet on
Waterfalls on October 3, 2003. The stanps depict Athirapalli Fall, Jog
Fall, Kakolat Fall, and Kenpty Fall in the denom nation of Rs 5, Rs 15,
Rs 5, and Rs 5 respectively. The miniature sheet is priced at Rs 30.

The Athirapally Waterfall is located on the fringes of the fanous
Shol ayar forest ranges of Kerala. About 80 feet high, it crashes through
gorges into the Chal akkudy River.

The worl d fanpbus Jog or Gerusoppa Waterfall that is |ocated northwest of
Shinoga city of Karnataka in a ham et called Jog. The Sharavati River
flowing over a rocky bed takes a |eap froma hei ght of 292 nmetres and



divides into four smaller distinct falls known as the ‘Raja’, the
‘Roarer’, the ‘Rocket’ and the ‘Rani’

The Kenpty falls is |ocated about 15 kns from Miussorie and 50 kns from
Dehradun on the Mussorie-Yamunotri road in Utaranchal. Wth water
cascadi ng down froman altitude of 4500 feet and splitting into five
smaller falls, the Kenpty waterfall offers a panoram c view. The nane
Kenpty is probably derived from‘canp-tea’ as the British would organize
their tea parties there.

The Kakol at waterfall is |ocated about 33.6 knms from Nawada on the
Ranchi road in Bihar. The fall is about 150-160 feet and just belowit,
there is a deep reservoir, natural in character

Suresh Kumar designed the stanps, miniature sheet and the First Day
Cover. Al ka Sharma designed the pictorial first day postmark.

I nformati on Sheet containing wite-up and technical data and priced at
Rs.2 was issued on the occasion. The FDC is also priced at Rs 2.

Calcutta Security Printers Limted of Kanpur printed the stanps by photo
Offset in four colors on Matt Chronp paper in the quantity of 0.8
mllion in the sheets of 40 stanps. The nminiature sheet is printed in
the quantity of 50,000 only.

FI RST AFRO- ASI AN GAMES

India Post will issue a Meghdoot Postcard in the denom nation of 25
pai se on COctober 24, 2003 to mark the opening of the first Afro-Asian
Ganmes being held at Hyderabad from Cctober 24 to Novenber 1, 2003.

This is in addition to the Postal Stationery with Advertisenents
schedul ed for release in Cctober 2003 as published in issue # 135 of
Sept enber 25, 2003.

SPECI AL POSTAL STATI ONERY

I ndi a Post issued a Post Card in Septenber 2003 printed by India
Security Press Nashik Road in the quantity of 10 million with the
nmessage “Philately: King of Hobbies, Collect |India Postage stanps,
Cont act Nearest Philatelic Bureau”. The area of distribution was
Mahar ashtra

This is not an advertisenent but pronotional nessage by India Post to
promote philately in India. To nmeet the demand for the Inland Letter
Cards these were to be printed and distributed in a particular area. As
there were no ads available matching the criteria, these would normally
have been printed with out an ad as was done till now |India Post ceased
this opportunity for the pronotional nessage.

Earlier an Inland Letter Card was issued on May 5, 2003 printed by
Security Printing Press (SPP) at Hyderabad and was | ater nmade avail abl e
at philatelic bureaus.

NEW SPECI AL POSTMARKS

I ndi a Post provided a special postmark depicting Mahatma Gandhi’s
signature in Gujarati on Mahatma Gandhi’s 134'" birth anniversary on



October 2, 2003 at Ahmedabad. Gujarat Philatelists Association brought
out a special cover on the occasion.

I ndi a Post provided a special postmark on May 15, 2003 at Bi kaner on the
75" birth anniversary of Jaskaran Bothra. The All India Philatelists
Associ ation, Bikaner, also brought out a special cover designed by

Si ddharth Bot hra on this occasion.

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EXHI Bl TI ONS

I ndi a Post organized district level philatelic exhibitions at Rai pur and
Shahj ahanpur on Septenmber 29 and 30, 2003.

GUJPEX

I ndi a Post organized the 10'" Gujarat State philatelic exhibition at
Ahnmedabad on COctober 2 to 4, 2003. The exhibition displayed exhibits in
185 franes in the conpetitive classes and 32 franmes in the invitee
class. Dr. Sita Bhateja, the well-known philatelist from Bangal ore
served as Jury along with HC Mehta as an Apprentice Juror. Dr. P S

Di xit won the best exhibit of the show award for his exhibit on ‘Birds’.

I ndi a Post rel eased several interesting philatelic products. The specia
covers and special postmarks on Navratri - the | ongest dance festival,
Amul — The M1k Cooperative, and Modhera Sun Tenple were rel eased on
October 2, 3, and 4'" respectively. A booklet featuring all the stanps

i ssued by India Post on Mahatma Gandhi, a greeting card with ‘ Gandhi
and a peace nessage as well as a booklet of 20 Rs.5 definitive stanps
again with Gandhi on cover were al so issued.

The three-day event also included a workshop and qui z conpetition on
philately for school chil dren.

MAHATMA GANDH

Dr U Srinivasaragavan, Chief Postmaster General of Tam | nadu Circle

i naugurated a philatelic exhibition on Mahatna Gandhi on Cctober 2, 2003
at the Philatelic Exhibition Hall, Anna Road Head Post O fice, Chennai
Al'l conmenorative and definitive stanps of India, first day covers,
postal stationery itens on the thene of Mahatm Gandhi and other rel ated
themes |i ke freedom Movenent, Gandhi an personalities, wonen | eaders of

I ndi a and Bharat Ratna Awardees were al so on display.

The exhi bition organi zed by India Post in association with South India
Phil atelists Association, Chennai, was open to public on Cctober 3 and
4, 2003 and will also remain open on Cctober 11 and 18 2003

FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

The following |ist of events scheduled for next few nonths is subject to
change. We update it in every issue with the information received during
the week. The organizers may be contacted for further details.

Oct ober

9-11, Bilaspur, District Leve
10-13, Jaipur, RAJPEX, State Leve
16-19, Hyderabad, APPEX, State Leve
XX- XX, Lucknow, Philatelic Festiva



Novemnber
8- 10, Coochbehar, District Leve
27-30, Thrissur, KERAPEX, State Leve

Decemnber
26-29, Dharwad, KARNAPEX, State Leve

For a list of exhibition held this year, please visit

http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com’ Cont ent/ Event s/ a300. ht m

PHI LATELI C WORKSHOP AND QUI Z

A wor kshop on philately followed by philatelic quiz was conducted by
Rakesh Walia on behalf of Burning Brain Society as part of the 50th
bi rt hday of Chandi garh cel ebrati ons on Cctober 8, 2003.

Walia also plans to hold regular workshops in the Central State Library
and froma children's club to prepare young citizens of Chandi garh for
participating in philatelic exhibitions.

FAKE STAMP SCAM UPDATES

1

The case pertaining to the counterfeit stanp racket is likely to drag on
for years together as the Special Investigation Team (SIT) is stil

pi eci ng together the evidence to assess its nagnitude extending to
several states.

O ficial sources said that the case woul d consume |ot of tine as the
charge sheets filed by SIT against the accused in the Pune Court ran

i nto thousands of pages. Copies of the charge sheet, supplied to each of
the accused ran into 4,000 pages each

2

The Opposition stepped up pressure on the Maharashtra and the Karnataka
governments over the issue of investigating Abdul Karim Telgi, the nmain
accused in the multi-billion rupee nationw de fake stanmp scam

Tel gi, who was |largely operating in Maharashtra and nei ghbouring st ates,
i ncl udi ng Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh, had links with the ruling
Congress party, |eader of the Opposition in the Maharashtra state
Legi sl ative Assenbly, Nitin Gadkari, alleged on October 7, 2003.

Gadkari alleged that "a senior mnister in the (Maharashtra) state
government has received Rs 200 million from Telgi and Rs 100 nmillion
from Bharat Shah” and even naned two persons, who he cl ai ned had
delivered the cash to a minister. “The governnent should conduct lie-
detector tests on them The fraud is so serious that the Maharashtra and
t he Karnataka state governnments would face dismissal if the mtter was
probed thoroughly,” he added.

Telgi, who is facing charges of masterm nding the scam “during his
police custody lived lavishly in five-star hotels, enjoyed night Iife of
the nmetropolis and in Bangalore jail relished dry fruits and used three



cell phones,” Gadkari said, quoting police findings of the probe into
t he racket.

Gadkari alleged that S S Puri, who has been given the rank of Director
General of Police by the Munbai High Court to probe the fake stanp scam
has not been provided with any office or staff by the Maharashtra
government. “I wonder whether M Puri will be able to conplete the probe
in view of the non co-operation by senior police officials,” he said.

The Opposition | eader demanded that a lie detector test be conducted on
Telgi and his two acconplices to unravel the truth in the natter. Not
only politicians but also high-level police officials were also paid
mllions for their conplicity in the scam Gadkari alleged, demandi ng

t hat Maharashtra and Karnat aka governnents hand over the investigations
to Central Bureau of I|nvestigation.

Asked why he was not revealing the name of the Maharashtra mnister to
whom Tel gi allegedly paid Rs 200 nillion, he said, “I will do it at the
right tinme.”

He alleged that the state’s hone departnment was not properly

i nvestigating the role of certain acconplices of Telgi and “ignoring
certain facts”.

PAKI STAN STUDY Cl RCLE NEWSLETTER

I ssue #6 of the PSC Newsl etter dated October 2003 that was recently
publ i shed has 11 A4 pages of news, notes, and information

Paki stan Study Circle is holding its first annual general neeting on
Novenber 15, 2003 in London, UK. The AGMwi Il include elections to the
committee, auction, besides the customary display by nenbers.

All philatelists interested in any aspect of Pakistan philately will
i mensely benefit fromjoining the PSC. Please address all enquiries to
George Rab, Secretary and Editor of PSC at rabit1@reathennil. net

FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS
The Advertising Supplenment to ‘Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is
avail able on-line http://ww.stanpsofindi a.coml Cont ent/ Ads/ ads. ht m

‘Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is the nmost effective way to
reach the highest targeted readerships for Indian Philately worl dw de.
The advertising is FREE for the subscribers. The ads are published
online in an Advertising Supplenment. Send in your ad, today.

Click here to view the ads and for the Terns for submitting your ad
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf’ Cont ent/ Ads/ ads. ht m

ADVERTI SEMENT OF THE WEEK

From India Classics to Modern |Issues and Worl dwi de Philatelic Materia
K M SI NGH, 14A Prayag Ashram University Road, Katra, Allahabad 212002
Mobi | e Phone 9415307490, Email singhkml7@ediffmil.com
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PHI LATELY IN TRANSITION IN INDI A, Part 65

The |l atest issue of Signet, the PCl's quarterly publication arrived
sonmeti me back and predictably continued to spread fal sehood. It states
that the "Governing Council of the PClI is unable to function because of
operation of a stay order on the last elections held in Minbai issued by
hon' bl e Shri Ajay CGoel, Senior Civil Judge, Delhi Suit no. 654 of 2002
of Tis Hazari Courts in Madhukar Jhingan vrs Philatelic Congress of
India. It is a civil litigation. Hearing of wi tnesses are continuing."

The truth is that the Civil Judge Praveen Kumar of the predecessor Court
gave the order and not Ajay Goel who is the Civil Judge and not a Senior
Civil Judge, and the Court in its order has not stayed the functioning
of the PClI governing council

The P Conpany that now controls the PCI does not want PClI Governing
Council to function as it is enjoying unprecedented freedom to spend

| arge amobunts of PCI funds, appoint pliable persons as nationa

conmi ssioners and jurors for international exhibitions without having to
provi de answers to any unconfortabl e questions at the governing counci

or general body neetings.

The Court in its order did not ask PCI to stop hol ding neetings; the
order was for the conduct of fair elections. However, it is with

nef ari ous designs that the P Conmpany has not allowed any neetings to
happen si nce August 25, 2002. Nevertheless all nmenbers of the P Conpany
are in touch with each other on a regul ar basis and their usual hanky
panky for appointnent of juries, comm ssioners and managenent of awards
conti nues.

At the same tinme, the PCl has been falsely subnitting that either no
appoi ntnents have taken place or the appointnments have been made "as
usual on rotation basis". The truth is that in their entire existence,
there never was any roster of Judges and Conm ssioners and these were
and still are being doled out as rewards for services rendered to the P
Conpany.

It appears that the P Conpany has used this Court Order to help them
roam free from being responsible to nenbers of the Governing Council and
General Body, not that they were being responsible earlier. Now even
that small pretext of half-heartedly nmaintaining sonme senbl ance of a
public society has al so di sappeared.

This is the 2nd issue of Signet that does not carry the list of the PCl
Governing Council nenbers that was a permanent feature. Yet it nentions
Damayanti Pittie's designation as Treasurer of PCl, twi ce, and Suketu
Jhaveri's designation as Joint Treasurer of PCl. Only the inconing
Governing Council has the nandate to el ect Treasurer and Joint Treasurer
under the PCl Constitution. As the same has never even net, how can
there be any nenbers declared as elected to any office?

Si gnet al so nmentions Sahoo's designation as | mredi ate Past President,
but as per the circulated version of the PCl Constitution, he will not
beconme the past president until "the succeedi ng neeting" and no neeting



has taken place succeeding the nmeeting in which elections were held,
over one year ago in August 2002.

The PClI is functioning under a strange dichotony it clains to have Dilip
Shah as President of PCI while he continues to sign docunments submitted

to various official agencies as Secretary Ceneral! Shah is the President
when that is convenient and Secretary General when that is convenient.

Shah on behal f of PClI has al so been submitting that the PCl has not held
el ections for life menbers on August 25, 2002; that only the tenure of a
particul ar PCl Governing Council menber ended on the day of the

el ection; and that there is no governing council of PCl in existence.

Sahoo has subnitted three different addresses as the regi stered address
of the PCI and two of these addresses are out side the National Capita
Territory of Delhi that violates the basic requirenent under the |aw.

All | awabi ding philatelists are ashanmed of PCI's unl awful conduct.
READERS FORUM

<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evol ve the
newsl etter. We strive hard to bring you conprehensive coverage of the

| atest on Indian philately and i nprove with every issue. Please do |et
us have your thoughts and suggestions. We also would like to | earn how
our newsletter inpacts your collecting and the value you feel it

provi des to you. Do send in your comments, views, reports, articles and
ot her features for publication>

ABHAI M SHRA from Dehr adun

Two interesting cases of shifted perforation have been found in the

m xed sheetlet of recently issued tenple architecture stanps. One has
upward shift in perforation while other had left shift in perforation.
Has anybody el se found a simlar thing? The scanned i mages are avail able
at - www. geocities.com abhai _m shra2000/phil _item htn

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndi an Laws Rel evant to Philately
http://ww. st anpsofindi a. conmf Content/ Gui de/ M sc/ |l aws. htm

Report Cyber Crinme & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ M sc/ cybercrinme. htm

ALSO I N THE NEWS

ROYAL MAI L POSTAL STRI KES

The postal workers will strike work for 24 hours on Cctober 16, 2003 in
a dispute over London |iving allowances to coincide with action by

t housands of council workers in London in a separate dispute.

Earlier the postal workers in London staged a 24-hour strike on Cctober
1, 2003. It took five days to clear the backlog of post that has
crippled collections and deliveries in London. The stoppage cost the



Royal Mail up to £10 nmillion. Thousands of managers were inducted to
help with special deliveries and to enpty postboxes.

The union is seeking a London wei ghting allowance of £4,000 a year while
the Royal Miil has offered outer London weighting to £2,667 and inner
London weighting to £3, 784.

Adam Crozier, the Royal Miil's chief executive, said the strike was
"madness" and told the union there was no nore noney avail able. Posta
workers in London were already in line for basic pay rises of 14.5 per
cent and increases in London weighting of up to 12.6 per cent, which was
a "great offer".

ASK US

Pl ease send your queries in detail (illustrations welcone) on al

matters related to Philately and Postal History of India and |Indian
States. W will attenpt to provide an answer to you online.

<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>

CONTRI BUTORS | NVI TED

We require regular correspondents everywhere in India to cover the
philatelic activities in their area. We shall reinburse the costs of
phot os, covers, publications, courier and other charges. Al
contributions shall be acknow edged.

WEB SI TE UPDATES

STAMPSCOFI NDI A

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in foll owi ng segnents -
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LI NKS.
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