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JHI NGANS JOTTI NGS
H

After the excruciating heat Del hi has had sone rain, don’'t know whet her
this should be called pre-nmnsoon showers, |ow pressure disturbance or
sonme other fancy name that the net departnent has for it, but it has
provi ded sone much needed relief.

According to the net departnent the advent of nobnsoon in our region is
expected on tinme, whatever that neans. W only know that Del hities have
some nmore dust stornms, humdity and heat to bear before the weather
woul d turn pleasant sonme tine in | ate Septenmber or early Cctober

Meanwhil e, we will continue to listen to the weather reports and hope
for the best and dream of cool er clines.



Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter
- M&SJ

CQur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Press Trust of
I ndi a, Hindustan Tinmes, Md Day, and the |Indian Express.

Pl ease nention this newsletter when contacting other philatelists.

The Advertising Supplenent to ‘Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is
now avail able on-line http://ww.stanpsofindi a.com Cont ent/Ads/ ads. ht m

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEW STAMP | SSUE SCHEDULED
India Post will issue a cormmenorative stanp in the denom nation of Rs. 5
on V K Rajwade on June 23, 2003.

This issue along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet, at
Rs.2 each, shall be available on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post

O fices including all Philatelic Bureaus and Counters in the country.
PROPOSAL | NVI TED FOR STAMP | SSUES | N 2004

I ndi a Post has invited public proposals for issue of comenorative
postage stanps for the year 2004. The subjects proposed are heritage and
culture, flora and fauna, inportant events, art, nusic, paintings,

scul pture, etc.

Generally 50 commenorative postage stanps are released in a year. The
proposal s should be witten or typed or printed | egibly on white paper
and addressed to the Chief Post Master CGeneral of the postal circle in
the state.

They can be sent directly to the office of the Chief Post Master Cenera
or handed over to any of the divisional superintendents in the district.
The | ast date for receipt of the proposals is 31 July.

The submitted proposals woul d be exam ned on the basis of specific
guidelines laid down by the Philately Advisory Conmittee and those
approved by it would figure in the stanp issue program of 2004.

NEW SPECI AL POSTMARKS

I ndi a Post provided a special postmark to comenorate the silver Jubilee
of Salt Lake English Medi um School on January 8, 2003 at Kol kat a.

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EXHI Bl TI ONS

APPEX 2003

Andhra Pradesh Postal Circle is organizing state level philatelic
exhibition from Cctober 16 to 19, 2003 at Hyder abad.

Chennai Philatelic Exhibition Hal



The Philatelic Bureau at Head Post office, Anna Road, Chennai June 7,
2003 di spl ayed stanps on 'Environment' and would exhibit the sanme on 14
June at the philatelic exhibition hall. The philatelists G Bal akri shna
Das, T Miurugavel, S K Lakshmanan, J Rol ands Nel son and P S Seshadri
woul d display their stanp collections at the exhibition. Stanps and
other philatelic materials would be on sale. There is no entry fee for
the exhibition. The exhibition is open from10 a.m to 5.30 p.m

For a list of exhibition held this year, please visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com’ Cont ent/ Event s/ a300. ht m

KEN SANFORD REVI EWS | NDI AN Al RVAI LS

Indian Airmails - Devel opnent and Operations (1911 - 1942), by Pradip
Jain, Published by the Author, 2002, 210 pages. Hard cover with slip
case. Available for UKE35.00, US$50.00, or €50.00 for surface postage.
Add £5.00, $7.50 or €7.50 for airmail postage worldw de, from M s Phil a-
Art, Post Box 128, M thapur, Patna 800 001, India, Fax 0091 612 2238010,
or ermuil: philapradi p@otnail.com

The book covers the pioneer period of Indian Airmails, starting with the
World's first official airmail service from All ahabad to Naini on 18
February 1911, which was flown by French pilot Henri Pequet. A nice

sel ection of pilot autographed postcards and covers fromthis service
are shown. The next section is a detailed history of Indian Airmails -
Devel opnent and operations from 1911 to 1942. Next are early mlitary
probi ng and expeditionary flights from London to Cairo, Karachi, Delhi &
Calcutta in 1918. Next is the Ross & Keith Snmith flight from G eat
Britain to Australia in Novenber 1919, which passed through | ndia.

Shown are a rare cover to Delhi and a cover from Bandar Abbas to

Karachi, as well as covers from Calcutta to Brisbhane and Calcutta to New
Zeal and.

The next section shows nunmerous covers carried on record flights and
attenpts through India. Then shown are the RAF Experinmental tria
flights. Mny of the cards and covers shown in the book are those which
were prepared and organi zed by Stephen Smith, who was a prom nent
aerophilatelist living in Calcutta at the time. His colorful and
del i ghtful cachets and | abels add special interest to the covers and
cards. Many rare covers are shown-sone where only two or three covers
were carried.

Next are the RAF Kabul evacuation flights in 1929-only four pieces
known, and the Munt Everest survey flights of 1933. The regul ar

airmail services of Inperial Airways in 1933 are well covered, as wel

as donestic services in India up to 1938, and other early airline
services through India, such as by Air France. There is a chapter

descri bing the production of airnmail stanps and special postcards &
envel opes starting in 1929. The next chapter covers crash covers with
an I ndian connection, such as the various Inperial Airways crashes which
were carrying mail to or fromlndia. This reviewer notes a few crashes
m ssing fromthis section.



There is a short chapter show ng Zeppelin covers originating in India or
addressed to India. Airmail etiquettes and | abels produced in India are

shown, and the final chapter shows various air mail instructiona
mar ki ngs. There is a short Bibliography. One very nice thing about the
book is that all covers and illustrations are shown in full color, and

it is understood that the covers & cards shown are fromthe author's
gol d nedal award wi nni ng coll ection.

A few typographical errors were noted, and in fact the author included
an errata list at the end of the book. Overall, the book is very wel
done and | reconmend it for the collector of Indian Airnmails.

COP ARRESTED | N STAMP SCAM

In a newtwist to investigations into the nulti-billion stanp paper
racket, a special investigating team (SIT) arrested a police officer of
Munbai Crime Branch on June 13, 2003 under a stringent Maharashtra | aw
on the charge of allegedly devel oping nexus with the prinme accused,
Abdul Karim Tel gi.

Suspended police inspector Dilip Kamat was produced before JMFC K M

Jai swal , who remanded himto police custody till June 26, 2003. He was
arrested in Minbai under Maharashtra Control of Organized Crinme Act and
produced at the judge's residence in Queens Road area of Pune.

Seeki ng his custody, special public prosecutor Raja Thakre told the
court the accused had |links with Telgi and clained there was sufficient
material to nail himin the alleged crine.

Kamat and two constabl es had been suspended early this year after they
were found hel ping the prinme accused Tel gi during interrogations. The
trio had allegedly allowed Telgi to indulge in luxuries at his Cuffe
Par ade resi dence where he was taken for investigations.

They were caught napping in the flat during a surprise visit by Subhodh
Jai swal , heading the SIT. Following a report submitted by SIT to Minbai
police, the cops were suspended.

Kamat has been arrested for allegedly developing links with the
organi zed crinme syndicate of Telgi. Altogether 43 persons have been
arrested in the scaminvolving sale of counterfeit stanps and stanp
papers.

The scam al so exposed chinks in the Nasik-based India Security Press,
one of the establishnents of the government of India to print currency
not es and st anps.

MUMBAI HI GH COURT TO HEAR FAKE STAMP SCAM PI L

Munmbai Hi gh Court listed for hearing on July 2, 2003 a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) praying for a direction to Maharashtra government to

i mpl ement report of Subhodh Jai swal Committee on investigations into the
multi-billion fake stanp racket involving prinme accused Abdul Karim
Tel gi .



The PIL filed by Anti-corruption crusader Anna Hazare on June 10, 2003

came up for hearing on June 12, 2003. Lawers P A Sebastian and Myj eed

Menon mentioned the matter before Chief Justice C K Thakker and Justice
Vijaya Tahilramani, who decided to hear it on July 2, 2003.

The respondents are the Maharashtra State Governnent, Mharashtra’'s
Deputy Chief M nister Chhagan Bhuj bal, Additional Chief Secretary (hone)
and Maharashtra’'s Director Ceneral of Police Subhash Ml hotra.

The PIL has urged the court to direct the respondents to produce before
it the report subnitted by special investigative team headed by Subodh
Jai swal on the investigations into the bogus stanp paper racket.

Hazare all eged the governnent had not taken any action on the report

al though the comm ttee had recomended acti on agai nst the then police
commi ssi oner of Pune R S Sharmm, assistant conm ssioner of police Mil an
and police inspector Deshrmukh. Sharma is now the police comr ssioner of
greater Mimbai .

The PIL also urged for a direction to Karnataka governnent to produce
audi o tapes of recorded tel ephonic talks which allegedly reveal that
Tel gi had offered bribe of Rs 5 million to a cop concerned with the

i nvestigations in the case.

The Jai swal Conmittee Report had indicted all the three officers and
recommended di smi ssal of Mulani and Deshnukh.

As regards Sharma, the report blanmed himfor |opsided probe and held him
responsi ble for the |l apses as he was involved in day to day

i nvestigations as a superior officer.

KEY ASSCCI ATE OF STAMP SCAM KI NGPI N ARRESTED

The investigations in the multi-billion fake stanp scam has taken a
significant turn with the arrest of a key aide of the prime accused

Abdul Karim Tel gi who had financed purchase of machine used for printing
counterfeit stanps.

The accused Manoj Mehta was arrested on June 12, 2003 by the specia

i nvestigating team (SIT) fromhis residence at Garoda Nagar in suburban

Ghat kopar in Munbai and produced before a Pune court which remanded hi m

to police custody till June 26, 2003 prosecutor Raja Thakre said on June
13, 2003.

The SIT all eged Mehta, who had direct links with Telgi, had deposited
cash in his account and bought a demand draft for purchase of machinery
to print fake stanps and stanp papers.

In a related devel opnment, SIT has sealed a factory owned by Telgi in
Thane and noved a special court in Pune for attachment of imovable
properties of the accused |ocated in Minbai, he said.

SIT had initially sought attachment of thane pol yorganics factory-owned
by Tel gi but when it found certain activities going on there it sought
perm ssion of the court to seal the factory, the prosecutor said.



SIT has also noved the court to attach five other properties bel onging
to Telgi in Miunbai. They are Cuffe Parade apartnent, Shirrn Manzi
apartnent, Sunny House apartnent, Mat Uradas estate apartnment and

At ankar lodge. SIT alleged that all the properties were purchased by
Telgi with the scam noney. The court would give its ruling on July 5,
2003 on attachnent of Telgi's properties.

Meanwhi l e, Telgi's |awer has given an undertaking in the court that the
properties would neither be sold nor any third party rights would be
created therein until the court gives its order

SIT took over investigations in this case in Novenber 2002 and has so
far arrested 42 persons in connection with the scam

The accused had allegedly participated in the conspiracy to print fake
stanps and stanp papers with the help of an official at the India
Security Press at Nasi k, one of the governnment establishnments which
prints stanmps and currency notes.

NEW SECURI TY FEATURES TO FI GHT THE FAKES

The detailed investigation by the Stanp | nvestigation Team (STAMPI T)
into the nulti-billion racket involving fake stanps and stanp papers has
pronpted the Centre to change their security features.

The M nistry of Finance has decided to incorporate fool proof security
features, including nunbering, watermarking and a thin thread through
the paper as in currency notes, into different types of stanps and stanp
papers.

“I'n future, judicial stanps, special adhesive stanps, postal stanps, and

court fee stanps bearing the seal of the Governnent of India will be
difficult to counterfeit. Several security neasures, which were so far
only used in currency notes, will be introduced here,” a STAMPIT

official said.

Speci al adhesive stanps are those used whil e nmaki ng transactions
i nvol vi ng stocks, debentures and for honme | oans, foreign bills and
i nsurance, besides revenue stanps and court fee stanps.

All these stanps are printed at the Governnent Printing Press in Nashik,
and STAMPIT investigations have reveal ed a nexus between sonme press
enpl oyees and racketeers |led by alleged kingpin Abdul Karim Lala Tel gi

It has been found that the arrested enpl oyees had been diverting specia
paper procured to print stanmp papers and stanps and al so di sposing off
old machines to the gang. STAMPIT's investigation has forced the Centre
to take a fresh | ook at the procurenent and di sposal practices of the
Nashi k press.

STAMPI T sources told that the Mnistry has appreciated the good work
done by the special Karnataka police team and the Centre started

t hi nki ng about changes following the team s report to the Finance

M nistry.



The Mnistry has witten to STAMPIT that the parallel market for specia
adhesive stanps and judicial stanps, which cannot be sold by private
agents, has been an eye-opener.

The nati onwi de racket headed by Lala has forced several states to
abandon the use of stanp papers entirely and go in for franking
machi nes. Lala's racket, incidentally, also included fake postal stanps.

Though fake stanps and stanp paper rackets were unearthed in nine states
by different state police and investigative teanms, in all cases, the
finger of suspicion pointed towards Lala, who is now in the Bangal ore
Central Prison.

Mahar ashtra, Wst Bengal and Del hi police have on their own seized fakes
worth Rs. 30 billion. STAMPIT has hel ped seize another Rs. 4 billion
worth in other states apart fromits own seizures to the tune of Rs.
1.66 billion within Karnataka.

STAMPIT has already filed five charge sheets in the case and is ready
for trial. As the High Court is short of clerical staff, it has not yet
nanmed a judge for the day-to-day trial

FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS

‘Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is the nmost effective way to
reach the highest targeted readerships for Indian Philately worl dw de.
The advertising is FREE for the subscribers. The ads are published
online in an Advertising Supplenment. Send in your ad, today.

Click here to view the ads and for the Terns for submitting your ad
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf Cont ent/ Ads/ ads. ht m

VI EW6 & OPI NI ONS

READERS FORUM

<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evol ve the
newsl etter. We strive hard to bring you conprehensive coverage of the

| atest on Indian philately and i nprove with every issue. Please do |et
us have your thoughts and suggestions. We also would like to | earn how
our newsletter inpacts your collecting and the value you feel it

provi des to you. Do send in your comments, views, reports, articles and
ot her features for publication>

K CHAI TANYA DEV

While | was surfing the India Post web site ww. indi apost.org | cane
across the followi ng article:

Conditions for reproduction of Stanp |nages

Re- production of stanps is allowed for illustration purposes in
Philatelic Publication or in an article relating wholly on postage
stanps whi ch nmay appear in any nmagazi ne, newspaper or publication of a
general character. Such reproduction should however, be only in black
If stanps are to be produced in colour for publicity purposes, prior
perm ssion of the Director General of Posts nmust be obtained. To avoid
simlarity with the postage, such reproduction nmust be distinctively in
smal l er or larger sizes than the actual stanp and rmust be without




perforation on the edges. Further, a cross bar will also be placed on
one- corner of the stanp, obliterating the denom nation. It nust be
noted that reproduction of the stanp in colour of the actual size of
the stamp with perforation of the edges nmay be deened to be taken as
production of the actual stanp”

Now i n India and abroad, many philatelic publications, journals,

catal ogues, price lists etc. are published (nmainly in colour) which does
not followthis rule. Are the publishers/editors of these publications
aware of this rule? How does India Post intimte the public on such

rul es?

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndi an Laws Rel evant to Philately
http://ww. st anpsofindi a. conf Content/ Gui de/ M sc/ |l aws. htm

Report Cyber Crinme & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ M sc/ cybercrinme. htm

ALSO I N THE NEWS

THE ROLLI NG STONES

The Austrian post office is commenorating The Rolling Stones's 40 Licks
Tour by issuing the stanps of M ck Jagger, Keith Richards, Charlie Watts
and Ronnie Whod to coincide with the band's show in Vienna on June 18,
2003.

Each Stone stanp - personally authorized by the band - is worth 0.55
Euro and marks the first tinme that anyone apart fromthe country's heads
of state have appeared on a stanp.

"After 40 years of rock 'n' roll it's not often you get a first," a
spokesman for the band said. "The band are absolutely delighted."

Alimted run of a mllion stanps will be produced.

ASK US

Pl ease send your queries in detail (illustrations welcone) on al
matters related to Philately and Postal History of India and |Indian
States. W will attenpt to provide an answer to you online.

<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>

NATI VE PASSI ON

The Tines of India, June 14, 2003, Munbai
http://tinmesofindia.indiatinmes.comcns.dll/xm/unconp/articleshow?nsi d=2
2349

CONTRI BUTORS | NVI TED




We require regular correspondents everywhere in India to cover the
philatelic activities in their area. We shall reinmburse the costs of
phot os, covers, publications, courier and other charges. Al
contributions shall be acknow edged.

WEB SI TE UPDATES

STAMPSCOFI NDI A

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in foll owi ng segnents -
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LINKS.

Updat ed Segnents This Week: News, Articles,

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://stanpsonindia.netfirns.com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics
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