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JHI NGANS JOTTI NGS
H

April 1, Al Fools or April Fools Day as it is popularly known is
celebrated the world over and friends are always trying to fool each
other with tricks and harm ess untruths and half truths.

However extrenes are not desirable and reflect the doer in bad Iight and
taste. An enmil nessage showi ng nj hi ngan@ahoo.comin ‘fromfield , and
madhukar 1@nmail.comin ‘return path field was mailed on April 1, 2003
to about 590 addresses with “Hot News” as the subject. The nessage, a
poor take on our editorials, solicited US $ cash for ‘ny sustainence

and ‘US war efforts’!

The person who did the mailing apparently gl eaned 258 enmi| addresses
fromour web site fromnews, auctioneers directory, and other areas.



Anot her 74 addresses to this was added by this person, perhaps stolen
fromother sources. Finally the earlier 258 address were added once
agai n hence nost persons woul d have received 2 copies of the sanme
nmessage. Perhaps, the person felt 500+ addresses woul d | ook inpressive
on the header regardl ess of the fact that they were duplicated. In any
case the nessage reached only a small nunber of subscribers.

Some of our friends took it as April fool’s Day joke and responded to us
in the same vain. This is a serious matter as it is the theft and nisuse
of our identity, spamr ng and puni shabl e of fense under the current | aws.

Through this platformwe would |ike to informall our readers and wel

wi shers that we did not send this April Fools Message, it must have cone
froma fool only. Al our comunication comes in the formof this

newsl etter and we have no need of separate mailings. We will appreciate
your pronpt report on receiving any suspicious nmessage in our nanme in
the future.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter
- M&SJ
Qur thanks to the Contributors and sources to this issue: Indian Express

Mention this newsletter when contacting other philatelists
The Advertising Supplenment to ‘Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is
now avail able on-line http://ww.stanpsofindi a.com Cont ent/Ads/ ads. ht m

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTAL STATI ONERY THAT GLOW

Keepi ng pace with technol ogy, India Post is also inplenmenting new

techni ques. The logo of India Post is printed in fluorescent ink that is
vi sible under ultra violet |anp on the matching stanped envel opes for
greeting cards as well as on custonized stanped envel opes issued since
2000. This has been introduced as a security neasure.

The logo printed by Madras Security Printers (MSP) is clear and conplete
that is, it has the inscription ‘India Post’ in H ndi and English in
addition to the stylized wings. Wile the logo printed by Calcutta
Security Printers (CSP) is larger it shows only the stylized w ngs of
the logo without any inscription and conparatively faint. The | ogo can
be found below the inprinted stanp on issues printed by MSP and besi des
the inmprinted stanp on issues printed by CSP

Thi s opens a whol e new chapter in Indian philately and will nake UV
| anps a necessary philatelic accessory.

We are happy that once again we are the first with this news report.

NEW STAMPS RELEASED

FRANK ANTHONY



The Chi ef Post Master General, Jyotsna Diesh, released a cormmenorative
stanp at New Del hi on March 28, 2003 on Frank Anthony.

Ant hony, born in 1908, represented Angl o-1ndian conmunity in the
parliament and its forerunner bodies since 1942 till he passed away in
1993.

Suresh Kumar designed the stanp in the denom nation of Rs. 5. Alka
Sharma designed the First Day Cover, priced at Rs. 2, and the pictoria
first day postmark. Information Sheet containing wite-up and technica
data and priced at Rs. 2 was issued on the occasion

India Security Press of Nashi k Road printed the stanps by photo gravure
in four colors on inported unwatermarked adhesive gravure coated stanp
paper in the quantity of 0.4 million in sheets of 35 stanps.

KAKAJI MAHARAJ

The M nister for Comunications & Information Technol ogy and

Di si nvestnent, Arun Shourie rel eased a comenorative stanp at New Del h
on March 30, 2003 on Kakaji Mahar aj

P P Dadukaka, 1918-1986, affectionately known as Kakaji Mharaj is
revered by his followers as a spiritual naster. He was an origi na
t hi nker, phil osopher, and organi zer par excell ence and bel onged to
Swami narayan faith.

The design for stanp in the denomination of Rs. 5 and the First Day
Cover, priced at Rs. 2, is based on the material supplied by the
sponsors. Al ka Sharma designed the pictorial first day postmark.

I nformati on Sheet containing wite-up and technical data and priced at
Rs. 2 was issued on the occasion

Calcutta Security Printers Limted of Kanpur printed the stanmps by photo
Offset in four colors on Matt Chronp paper in the quantity of 0.5
mllion in sheets of 40 stanps.

NEW SPECI AL POSTMARKS

Children’s Painting Conpetition

India Post is providing a special postmark to launch the first district
philatelic exhibition DOONTOPEX 2003 at Dehradun on April 6, 2003. The
Governor of Uttaranchal, Sudarshan Agarwal, w |l inaugurate the
Children’s Painting Conpetition being organized at the Raj Bhawan
(Governor’'s House) and rel ease the Special Cover. The special cover
shall be available at Rs. 10 plus postage fromthe Philatelic Bureau
GPO, Dehradun 248001.

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

PATPEX
I ndi a Post organized a district level philatelic exhibition at Patna
from March 28 to 30, 2003.



On first day the special cover featured India Cricket Superstar, Master
Bl aster Sachin Tendul arkar who was decl ared as ' Man of the Series'
(Tournanent) of Cricket World cup 2003 and awarded the Gol den Bat. On
the second day the special cover featured Indian — Anerican Astronaut
Kal pana Chawl a who [ ost her life in the Space Shuttle Col onbia crash.
The special cover on the third day carried anti-dowy nessage. These
speci al covers are available for sale at Rs. 15 each from Pradip Jain
phi | apradi p@otnail.com Post Box 128, M thapur, Patna 800 001. Pl ease
add a mnimum Rs. 35 on each order towards postage & packing.

DOONTOPEX

The Prospectus is now available for this exhibition that will be held at
Dehradun from May 2 to 4, 2003. The deal ers booths are avail able for

Rs. 1,000 for the duration of the show For bookings and details please
contact the Philatelic Bureau, GPO, Dehradun 248 001

For a list of exhibition held this year, please visit

http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com’ Cont ent/ Event s/ a300. ht m

POSTAL AUCTI ON BY | NDI AN THEMATI C SCCI ETY

I ndi an Thematic Society of Ludhiana is holding its 20'" postal auction.
The 40-1 ot auction closes on April 30, 2003. For further details please
contact indianthematicsociety@ediffmil.com

PCI CASES UPDATE

The suit filed by Madhukar Jhi ngan against the Philatelic Congress of

I ndia cane up for hearing on March 31, 2003. It is now fixed for May 9,
2003.

THE CALENDAR OF WORLDW DE PHI LATELI C AUCTI ONS

The Cal endar for April 2003 with detailed informati on and announcenents
was updated on April 1, 2003 and is now avail abl e at

http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conf Cont ent/ Aucti ons/ a702. ht m

This information is provided by special arrangement with Charles E

Cwi akal a updates to this information are available at their
conprehensi ve Website ww. cwi akal a. com

CHARGE SHEET FILED I N FAKE STAMP SCAM

The Special Investigation Team (SIT) probing the Rs. 23 billion fake
stanps and stanp paper scam submitted its charge sheet agai nst Abdu
Kar eem Ladsab Tel gi and 38 other accused on March 27, 2003. The charge
sheet details how the Tel gi gang had nanaged to infiltrate the Nashi k-
based India Security Press (ISP).

Speci al public prosecutor Raja Thakare subnmitted the charge sheet spread
over 11,000 pages in the court of special MCOCA judge S M Shenpole. The

i nvestigations so far have reveal ed the connecti ons between a few | SP
people with the accused, Thakare told the court. The sleuths already
have arrested a serving ISP clerk along with two retired officers

i ncluding a fornmer purchase manager at the security press.

Adnmitting the charge sheet, the Judge also allowed an SIT petition
seeking to continue investigations and file a supplenentary charge sheet



if needed. The sleuths are yet to unearth Telgi’s possible links in the
government besides the counterfeit stanps and stanp papers supplied to

t he banki ng and insurance sector. The SIT al so has been working to
identify the voice of a person, believed to be a State mnister, in
conversation with Telgi on one of the micro-cassettes seized by the

i nvestigating team Telgi has not cooperated with the Maharashtra police
team whi ch had attenpted to obtain sanples of his voice, the court was
tol d.

Tel gi, facing about 30 cases including the nurder of one his enployees,
has been in the custody of Karnataka state police. Five of the accused
i ncluding Telgi’'s nephew are still absconding, while 32 are in

magi steri al custody and Janeer Gul ab Sanadee alias Janeer Ahmed Shai kh
who was arrested on March 21, in police custody.

The charge sheet conprises statenments of nore than 600 witnesses and
about 1,000 other docunents, Deputy Inspector General of Police
Subodhkurmar Jai swal who heads the SIT, said, adding that his team had
made every effort to conplete the Herculean task in the shortest
possible tine. “W have neticulously collected the scamrel ated
docunents to build our evidence,” he said.

PAKI STAN

Visit http://mariqg.netfirnms.comfor Mnt Thematic sets, Packets,

Ki | oware, Special lots, BUY, SELL, EXCHANGE/ TRADE

M TARI Q t ar greenpk@ahoo. com

FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS

‘Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is the nmost effective way to
reach the highest targeted readerships for Indian Philately worl dw de.
The advertising is FREE for the subscribers. The ads are published
online in an Advertising Supplenment. Send in your ad, today.

Click here to view the ads and for the Terns for submitting your ad
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf’ Cont ent/ Ads/ ads. ht m

VI EW6 & OPI NI ONS

PHI LATELY IN TRANSITION IN INDI A, Part 51
Ww this colum is 50 and conti nui ng!

We have had touched on many topics that affect Indian philately, we
di scussed i ssues and peopl e, past and present.

The response to this colum has been heartening to say the |least. W
| ook forward to your continued support that encourages us to go on.

We will continue in our efforts and hope that they will make a
difference to the way that philately is conducted in India.

In view of the resurgence and restructuring in Indian philately the need
of the hour is for all concerned to join hands and function in a
transparent manner to namke a new begi nni ng.

READERS FORUM



<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evol ve the
newsl etter. We strive hard to bring you conprehensive coverage of the

| atest on Indian philately and i nprove with every issue. Please do |et
us have your thoughts and suggestions. We also would like to | earn how
our newsletter inpacts your collecting and the value you feel it

provi des to you. Do send in your comments, views, reports, articles and
ot her features for publication>

DR. AVI NASH B. JAGTAP, BI NNI NGEN, SW TZERLAND

| am happy to note that my renmarks on the Cancell ations on |Indian Stanps
have been read and at |least M. Atish Kumar Jain of Kottayam has written
in response to ny conplaint. Naturally the postman in the post-office,
who cancel stanps on cover, is not trained in cancellation of stanps and

he is | east bothered about the philatelic value of the stanps. | did not
mention this factor as | wote about cancellation. In fact the val ue of
cancel led stanps is alnost nil. My point was, we in India do not val ue

the aesthetic value of any material. Any thing in our every day life,
may be our hone, streets, books, utensils, any collectables such old
phot os, paintings, etc. etc. are never taken care of... | have al so sone
stanps bearing ball-pen cross cancellations, which | also notice on
covers from GB

A few days ago | received a registered letter fromlIndia, with that
beauti ful miniature sheet comrenorating 150 years of Indian Railways. A
regi stration | abel (self-adhesive) was applied on to this mniature
sheet by the Swiss Post (Not Indian Post!), rendering the mniature
sheet on the cover useless! It is not always Indian Post which is
responsi bl e for such philatelic faults! | think it is an universa
philatelic problem

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndi an Laws Rel evant to Philately
http://ww. st anpsofindi a. conmf Content/ Gui de/ M sc/ |l aws. htm

Report Cyber Crinme & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ M sc/ cybercrinme. htm

RESEARCH NOTES
ALSO I N THE NEWS

DESIGN I T YOURSELF STAMPS!

Just how much excitenent and innovation can you fit into one issue of
stanps? Wien is a lenon not a | emon? Well, once you stick a noustache
and a funny pair of glasses on it, for a start. How about a pair of
cowboy boots and a Stetson hat? O even a whol e range of other devilish
di sgui ses.

British post office issued a set of 10 stanps on Fruits and Vegetabl es
on March 25, 2003. They're fun, fruity and set to change the way small
ki ds (and big ones too) |ook at stanmps forever. As the world's first
ever DY (Design it yourself) stanps, this unique set of 10 - featuring



a range of popular fruit and vegetables - come conplete with 76
‘character building' stickers to let you give your stanps a |life of
t heir own.

Royal Mail’'s Fun Fruit and Veg issue, provides huge anount of excitenent
and innovation. It also has many firsts to its credit this issue is the
first set of Design-it-yourself stanps issued by Britain, it’s also the
first set of stanps ained at children and it’s the first set of stanps
where the i mges extend outside the stamp ‘frane’

In this issue you get a set of 10 beautifully photographed stanps
depicting the best in British fruits and vegetables, and al so get a set
of 76 adhesive stickers to decorate, adorn and custom ze your stanps
into an enornmous range of characters. The stickers feature everything
from noses and spectacles to |lips, hat, hair and feet and are an
excel l ent exanple of the British sense of the absurd.

It’'s truly a set of stanps that stretched both the inagination of the
designers and the technical linmts of Royal Mail’'s sorting equi prment.

The design is the brainchild of Johnson Banks, a conpany that has
established itself as one of the pre-emnent British design outfit in
its short 10-year life. Founder M chael Johnson, who cut his teeth
previously with designs for the Geetings range, came through with the
breakt hrough idea of DY interactive stanps. These have created a storm
during nmarket testing with youngsters and ol der teenagers.

As for the technical challenge; Royal Miil had to be certain that the
adhesive face and body parts wouldn’t come off in the wash — or at | east
in the conpany’s expensive sorting machinery. A rigorous testing program
took place at Royal Miil’'s Swi ndon Technol ogy Centre where the stanps
were tested on all machines inmaginable and the m ssion was judged a

conpl ete success.

The Fun Fruit and Veg stanps will be joining their real life brethren in
Sai nsbury’s stores up and down the country. No fewer than 500,000 stanp
packs — priced at £2.70, the value of the stanps - will be on sale at

Sai nsbury outl ets.

They will of course also be available at Post O fice branches, although
sadly Royal Miil has as yet no plans to offer edible exanples of the
stanmps over the counter.

The fruit and veget abl es phot ographed for the stanmps by Kevin Sunmers
conprise a Strawberry, Potato, Apple, Pepper, Pear, Orange, Tomato,
Lenmon, Brussels Sprout and Aubergi ne.

ASK US

Pl ease send your queries in detail (illustrations welcone) on al
matters related to Philately and Postal History of India and |Indian
States. W will attenpt to provide an answer to you online.



<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>

CONTRI BUTORS | NVI TED

We require regular correspondents everywhere in India to cover the
philatelic activities in their area. We shall reinburse the costs of
phot os, covers, publications, courier and other charges. Al
contributions shall be acknow edged.

WEB SI TE UPDATES

STAMPSCOFI NDI A

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in foll owi ng segnents -
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LI NKS.

Updat ed Segnents This Week: News, Articles,

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://stanpsonindia.netfirns.com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics
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