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JH NGANS JOTTI NGS

Hi,

The begi nning of the year seens to have been an indicator for the
things to come and we hope that the nal ady of delay would not be
repeat ed beyond January. W regret the delay in mailing this issue and
woul d endeavor to stick to the schedul e day of mailing.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter

- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and sources to this issue: The Hi ndu
and The | ndi an Express.

W invite your inputs, please email to stanpsofindi a@ at nova. com

Mention this newsletter when contacting other philatelists

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS



NEW DATES FOR | NPEX 02
The INPEX 02 will now be held from February 26 to March 3, 2003
according to their Newsletter # 3 dated January 1, 2003.

The exhibition will be split into two parts - one part consisting of a
di splay of 400 frames for the first three days, and the second part

di splay of 400 frames would be on the next three days. The class and
category of exhibits selected for each of the two parts will be decided
|ater. Results for the first and second parts of the exhibition would
be announced during the evenings of 27 February 2003 and 2 March 2003
respectively.

The partici pants who have already submitted their exhibits have an
option to withdraw recall their exhibits. Exhibits would be returned on
receiving letter/email/tel ephone call, fromthe partici pants and shall
be dealt with on a case-by-case basis. Simlarly those dealers
intending to withdraw should submt their request by 15 January 2003
for the refund of the stall charges.

The newsl etter mentions the Department of Post’s letter nunber DOB-
7/ 2002- Phi|l dated 31 May 2002, signed by Devi ka Kumar, DDG (Phil),
assuring the supply of frames. We would appreciate if the organizers
share the complete letter with the philatelists in India.

Interestingly only those points that were enailed to us on Decenber 28,
2002 by B K Sinha and published in our issue # 98 are repeated in this
newsl etter. The score of other points purported to have been sent to
India Post in Sinha's email of Decenmber 26, 2002 (a copy was al so

emai l ed to us) are conspicuous by their absence.

NEW SPECI AL POSTMARKS

I ndi a Post provided a special postmark to mark the first ‘Pravasi
Bhartiya Divas’ (Non-Resident |Indians Day) on January 9, 2003 at New
Del hi. A special cover was al so i ssued on the occasion.

FORTHCOM NG EXHI BI TI ONS
Anritsar Philatelic Cub is organizi ng SCHOOLPEX-2003, Inter School
Stanp Exhi bition, on January 15-16, 2003 at Anritsar.

The Departnent of Posts will provide a special postmark and a speci al
cover featuring Guru Nanak Dev University will be issued on this
occasion. The price of Cover is Rs. 10 each. The Bul k Buyer w Il get
di scount. Pl ease send Money Orders or Demand Drafts in favor of Naveen
Banura payabl e at Anritsar.

Naveen Banura, Secretary, Anritsar Philatelic O ub, Post Box No. 57,
Anritsar - 143 099. Email: nkbanura@otnail.com

THRI SSURPEX

Jose Kattokaran, the Mayor of Thrissur inaugurated the THRI SSURPEX- 2002
district level philatelic exhibition at Thrissur on Decenber 30, 2002.

‘ Koodi yattom , the ol dest surviving Sanskrit theatre tradition and the
‘“Pulikali’, a folk art formperformed only in Thrissur during the Onam
festival were featured on the special postmarks for Decenber 30, and 31,
2002 respectively. The special cover brought out on the occasion depicts
* Sakt han Thanpuran Pal ace’ that was reconstructed in Kerala Dutch style
in 1795 by Ramavarnma Thampuran of the Princely State of Cochin.



KOODAL PEX

The Chief Postnmaster CGeneral of Tamilnadu Grcle, U Srinivasaraghavan
i naugur at ed t he ‘ KOODALPLEX-2003' district level philatelic exhibition
at Madurai on January 9, 2003.

A speci al cancellation on jasnmne flower, for which Madurai district is
famous for and the special cover on 'Jallikattu' was also rel eased on
t he occasi on.

JOYCE BRAND PASSES AWAY

W regret to note the sudden passing away of Joyce Brand on Decenber 29,
2002. As the hardworki ng Menbership Secretary of the India Study Crcle
for Philately she was an inportant nenber of the global conmunity of
Indian Philately. Her friends all over the world will surely m ss her

FAKE STAMPS SEI ZED

The Munbai police have seized, in one of the |argest such seizures ever
made, fake stanp papers to the tune of Rs. 8.27 Billion froma godown in
Bhi wandi in Thane district.

One of the counterfeiters, Shabbir Ahmed Mushtaque Shai kh, 31, was
arrested on the night of January 12, 2003 froma truck |laden with fake
stanp papers. Indeed, nore arrests are expected in Miunbai, Kol kata and
Bangal ore. Shai kh broke after sustained interrogations and led police to
t he godown in Bhiwandi where he had dunped the stock fearing raids after
t he Pune police bust.

It is a high-technol ogy operation used to run a hi gh-stakes ganme. The
police seized computers, scanners, printing presses and two truckl oads
of fake stanps and stanp paper stored neatly. The huge stock included
fake revenue stanps, postal stanps, foreign bill stanps, share transfer-
paper stanps, broker's note, non-judicial stanp papers and insurance

st anps.

‘The seizure could be the tip of the iceberg, and the interstate racket
could be nore than one could inagine,’” said joint comm ssioner of police
(crime) Sridhar Vagal. That ties in with the views expressed i n Minbai

| ast week by the Karnataka police chief who said the fake-stanp rackets
busted constitute only 10 per cent of the actual counterfeiting industry
nati onw de.

Al the fakes are expertly made. ‘Even the governnent exchequer was
puzzl ed when sanples were sent for verifications,” said Vagal

di spl ayi ng the papers with Nashi k governnent press |logos inmprinted. ‘How
they print and how they distribute is still a part of investigations’.

The police suspect the racket busted is related to Rs 22 billion stanp-
paper seizures nade in Pune |ast year and a confirmation that inter-
state gangs are working as a syndicate.

FI GHT AGAI NST | LLEGAL | SSUES

WADP had recently sent the denouncenent in the nane of Myanmar and pl an
to publish a denouncenent of many illegal issues in the nane of

Af ghani st an, soon



Maria S. Libera, maria.libera@pu.int, who is the Program Manager -

Mar ket s Devel opnent, & Responsible for Philately, at the Directorate of
Markets, International Bureau of the Universal Postal Union, Berne,
Switzerland wote “the UPU itself is receiving many nore queries from

I ndian collectors about illegal issues”.

For nore details on the 'Fight Against Illegal Issues', please visit:
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. com Cont ent/ O gs/ WADP- 05. ht m

The sunmary of UPU Circul ars about illegal issues is available at:
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. coml Cont ent/ O gs/ UPU. ht m

MAXI MUM CARDS

Juan Barbera is interested in the acquisition of maxi num cards of the
follow ng topics: islands of the whole world. Al so maxi mum cards of
fauna and sports of all the countries of the world. Al w th postmarks
previous to 1970. E-nmail: todol anp@anadoo. es

VI EWS & OPI NI ONS

PHI LATELY I N TRANSI TION IN I NDI A, Part 40

W reproduce below a letter dated April 28, 1998 from Vispi Dastur to
Dilip Shah, a copy of which was sent to all governing council nenbers
by Dastur. The letter is only a small indicator of the infighting that
has been prevailing in PCl for a long tinme now and al so shows that
peopl e were not above personal remarks and mali gning.

“My Dear Dilip,

It is past the mdnight hour with silence all around except in ny
heart, for the last few hours | have been pondering whether to wite
this letter or not. Utimately, my conscience prevails upon ne to pen
t hese words.

My thoughts go back to 1982 when a young ent husi astic philateli st
approached me in a very friendly manner and | imediately took a |iking
to him Although | was not aware that he was a big businessman with

i mense wealth, in nmy heart |I felt that there is a young nan with a
genuine love for philately and an ardent desire for know edge who woul d
definitely go a long way in philately. However, | nust confess that
even | did not then dreamthat one day that young philatelist would
bring home a Grand Prix d Honneur and make us all proud of him

Dinoo and | were happy to see you turning into a first class
philatelist. Werever |I spoke, whether before philatelists, Lions or
Rot ari ans, Experinmenters in International Living or before students,
proudly mentioned about our “M. Universe of Philately”. Dinoo and
al so took a great liking to you, D vyabehn and your famly

VWhen | received, along with the Insurance Receipt, your small note
mentioning nmy “being busy in drinking a cocanut and watching the sea
beauti es on sea beaches of Munmbal” | was hurt as it was conpletely
false. | assuned it to be a hunorous note fromone friend to another
nore so as only a couple of days before we had di scussed the matter of
the mnutes. Hence, | did not reply although | felt it was not in good
taste for a Vice President and Secretary General of a Nationa
Federation to wite in this manner to/about its President.



I am shocked to | earn that you have sent copies of this derogatory and
defamatory note to nenbers of the CGoverning Council even though the
matter of the minutes was discussed with you. Dilip, have you ever
seen nme m sbehaving with any lady? | have a reputation for character
honesty, integrity and loyalty which | have built up over the years,
feel it very keenly that a dear friend |like you should have distributed
this defamatory and derogatory note which maligns ny integrity and
character.

Let me assure you | do not drink any al cohol or tea or coffee or
cocanut water nor is there any nore m sdeneanor with “beauties on the
beaches of Munbai .

This fal se maligning, defamatory and derogatory statenent coming froma
friend like you and distributed by the Vice President and Secretary
Ceneral to the nmenbers of the Governing Council is indeed in poor

taste.

Have | committed a Hi mal ayan crime that you should circulate such a
not e about your friend and President to the nenbers of the Governing
Council and that too at the fag end of his termof office?

Did you not anticipate the repercussions your letter would create vis-
a-vis ny spouse?

For the I ove of philately and the PCl | not wi sh to pursue the matter
further. Let the dead past bury itself; let us look to the future.

We need cooperation and col |l aboration if the PCl is to survive and
prosper; we shoul d endeavour to work as a teaminstead of running down
anot her human bei ng.

| pray that Saraswatidevi’s blessings be on you and you do not
di stribute such fal se naligning notes about any one in future.

| shall always consider you as a dear friend. To ne friendship is
eternal and so if a dear friend sonmetines falters | do not crucify him

Wth warm personal regards and w shing you further success in your
philatelic and other endeavours,

Yours sincerely,
Vi spi S. Dastur
President, Philatelic Congress O India”

READERS FORUM

<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evolve the
newsl etter. W strive hard to bring you conprehensive coverage of the

| atest on Indian philately and inprove with every issue. Please do |et
us have your thoughts and suggestions. W also would like to | earn how
our newsletter inpacts your collecting and the value you feel it
provides to you. Do send in your comments, views, reports, articles and
other features for publication>

PREMNATH KUDVA FROM MANGAL ORE
Oh A MIlion FDC for Dhirubhai Anbani’ - |ssue # 98 of January 9, 2003



That the Anbani famly bought a total of 3.4 mllion stanps including 1
mllion FDC was i ndeed news that | got only on your newsletter. | do not
know if it is correct to give such a huge lot of stanps to one

organi sati on or group.

Wth only 400,000 stanps available to the public we know what will
happen to the premi a on the stanp. Mst people still renmenber the
300, 000 or 400,000 Raj Kumar Shukla stanmp which is now being sold by
dealers for Rs 75. The Ambani sheetlet will also start fetching | arge
prem umns.

VWet her or not the Anmbani family intentionally wanted their |ate
patriarchs stanp to fetch huge premuns will be a matter of doubt and
debate. But selling such a huge chunk of stock to one group surely
requires a further look. As it is the 10-year wait after the death of a
person to issue a stanp in his favour had been waived for this issue.

Even in death M Anbani mnust be chuckling to hinself.

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndi an Laws Rel evant to Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. coml Cont ent/ Qui de/ M sc/ | aws. ht m

Report Cyber Crime & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ M sc/ cybercrinme. ht m

RESEARCH NOTES

Ed Deschl from USA, the well-known aut hor of the Conprehensive Catal og
of the Indian Princely States Postal Stationery wites:

| currently have a question that your readers nmay be able to answer -
there is on the market copies of the 4 pie blue Travencore-Cochin post
card with an overprint (surcharge) altering the overprint to 3 pies. |
fully believe the overprint to be bogus, HOANEVER was there ever a
contenpl ation of a 3-pie postcard rate in Travencore-Cochin in 19507?

ALSO IN THE NEWS

CONMEN DUPE POSTMASTER

A gullible postmaster fell prey to the tricks of two conmen and handed
over a sumof Rs. 200,000 belonging to the N zamabad head post office,
| ate night on Decenber 17, 2002.

The incident that had all the elenents of an action thriller started
with a tel ephone call to the postmaster, Rajaram An unidentified caller
i nfornmed the postmaster that the brother of a senior postal departnment
of ficial had been caught while srmuggling gold biscuits worth Rs. 2.5
mllion near Ni zamabad. He wanted the postmaster to pass on the
information to the officer.

The caller then reeled out two cellular tel ephone nunbers and asked him
to call the particular nunbers to confirmthe arrest. The innocent

post naster called up one nunber that was said to belong to the "senior
postal official'. In fact one of the conmen received the call and



clained that he was the senior postal official. He reportedly told the
post master that he was on his way to N zamabad with Rs. 200, 000.

He requested the postmaster to nmake arrangenments for payment of Rs.
200,000 to the custons official, as his vehicle had broken down on the
way to Ni zamabad. The postnaster, as advi sed by the conman pretending to
be a postal official, called up the other nunber only to be told that he
shoul d cone with the cash to the main entrance of the District hospita
and hand over the sane to a particul ar person. Accordingly, the

post master canme in an auto-rickshaw and handed over the cash to the
conman who told the postmaster to pass on the information to the senior
postal official that his brother had been rel eased.

The gul li bl e postmaster got down m dway and contacted his senior
official to be told that he had never received any call nor his brother
was arrested. The hapl ess postmaster rushed to the police station and

i nformed the police about the cheating.

ASK US

Pl ease send your queries in detail (illustrations welconme) on al
matters related to Philately and Postal History of India and Indian
States. W will attenpt to provide an answer to you online.

NEWSSCAN

<W invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>

CONTRI BUTORS | NVI TED

W require regul ar correspondents everywhere in India to cover the
philatelic activities in their area. W shall reinburse the costs of
phot os, covers, publications, courier and other charges. Al
contributions shall be acknow edged.

VWEB SI TE UPDATES

STAMPSOFI NDI A

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in foll owi ng segnents —
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LINKS.

Updat ed Segments This Week: News, Articles,

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://stanpsoni ndia.netfirns.com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics
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Free Advertisenents

“Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is the nost effective way to
reach the highest targeted readerships for Indian Philately worl dw de.
The advertising is FREE for the subscribers. Send in your ad, today.
Aick here to view the ads and for the Ternms for submtting your ad
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. comf Cont ent / Ads/ ads. ht m
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