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If you've found this newsletter useful recormend it to a friend.
Better still forward this issue.

JHI NGANS JOTTI NGS5
Hi

VWhen we | aunched the newsletter our first priority was to gather the
philatelic and postal news fromall over India and deliver it on a
weekly basis. W still believe that there is a |ot of scope.

W then focused on original research, which was the prine reason for
the launch of the newsletter. This segnent still needs regul ar
contributions. For issues # 18 to 52 we were benefited by Manohar Lal’s
wor k on Paki stan. The ‘Research Notes’ is now a part of the expanded
segnent known as ‘ Features & Resources’ where conpil ations and short
articles are also included. There are so many interesting topics to
research and wite on. It will help us to focus if we know your
interests. Based on that we will prioritize and organi ze the
publ i cati on.

Later we have seen ‘Views & Opinions’ taking a life of its owmn. It is
not always positive but does reflect the real state of philatelic
affairs. Trust us, what appears is the proverbial tip of the iceberg
and nuch nore ends up on the floor.



We request all our readers to contribute to the various segnents of
newsl etter, as we have been told, the newsletter does provide a

pl atform for discussion and at tines airing of the grievances.
Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.

- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and sources to this issue: The
Tel egr aph, Kol kat a.

Mention this newsletter when contacting other philatelists

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

| NPEX 2002 FAILS TO OBTAIN OFFI Cl AL APPROVAL

The Chief of India Post’s Philatelic Division, Devika Kumar in a letter
of June 3, 2002 wote “. . . This Departnment does not intend to hold a
Nati onal Philatelic Exhibition in 2002. W have al so decided not to
support this (I NPEX 2002) exhibition purported to be a National |evel
exhi bition organi zed by any philatelic society.”

This is her response to a letter of May 3, 2002 sent by Shakil Ahmed
regardi ng hol di ng of I NPEX 2002 at Bhubaneswar.

The conplete text of this correspondence is avail able online at
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. conf Cont ent / Feat ur es/ Ahnmeds- i npex. ht m

DATE ANNOUNCED FOR BRAJLAL Bl YANI | SSUE

India Post will issue a conenorative stanp on Brajlal Biyani on June
22, 2002. Pranod Mahahjan, Mnister for Communications & I T, and
Parliamentary Affairs will release this at Akola in Mharashtra.

On the sane day, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the Prine Mnister of India wll
rel ease two stanps, one on Pandit Surya Narayan VWas and anot her on
Babu @ul ab Rai at his residence in New Del hi.

POSTAL STATI ONERY | SSUES I N JULY 2002
The postal stationery with follow ng advertisenments is schedul ed for
rel ease in July 2002.

The information in the listing is presented in follow ng format:
Date, Printer, Language, Message

POSTCARD - Panch Mahal, 50 Paise, Brown
10, SPP, Bengali, General Insurance Corporation
10, SPP, Punjabi, Post Ofice Savings Bank

| NLAND LETTER CARD - Panch Mahal, Rupees 2, Blue
09, SPP, Bengali, General |nsurance Corporation
16, ISP, Hindi, Blood Donation

24, SPP, English, Arya Vaidya Sal a

31, ISP, Hindi, Education for all

GPA 2002
The @Qujarat Philatelists Association is organizing an exhibition during
the first week of COctober 2002 at Ahnedabad. The exhi bition named GPA



2002 wi Il have only one-frame exhibits. For nore information please
contact: A K Bayanwal a, President GPA, ¢ OD Desai & Co., 1 M National
Chanbers, Ashram Road, Ahnedabad 380009 or by emmi

gpa@ ndi anst anps. com

NEW PRESI DENT OF DELHI | NTERNATI ONAL PHI LATELI C CLUB

Manohar Lal was el ected as the President of the Del hi International
Philatelic CAub at its nonthly neeting held on June 15, 2002. Lal is
famliar to our readers as the Research Coordinator of the Stanps of
I ndia Collectors Conpani on.

| NDI AN THEMATI C SOCI ETY POSTAL AUCTI ON

I ndi an Thematic Society of Ludhiana is holding its 17'" postal auction
The 69-1ot auction closes on July 16, 2002. For further details please
contact indi anthematicsociety@ediffmil.com

LI NKS UPDATE

Recently a reader alerted us that the web site of | NDEPEX- ASI ANA 2000

i s dishing out undesirable material. We now have renoved the |link from
our Links area.

The new technol ogi es bring new responsibilities that India Post and PC
is yet to understand. India Post should have informed us that they are
di scontinuing the site and we woul d have renoved the |ink accordingly.
Porn Site operators take up expired domain names in the hope to get the
traffic the site was getting

Earlier an officer of India Study Crcle approached us to change their
link at our site as their earlier Iink was opening to a porn site now

The Philatelic Congress of India’ s site that was being maintained by
the PCl President Sahadeva Sahoo is no |onger functional since January
this year.

RS. 22 BILLI ON FAKE STAMP SCAM

Two weeks ago the Police arrested three persons froma car near the
railway station in Pune, Miharashtra and recovered fake stanps and
stanp papers worth Rs 300,000 but it had little idea of the scal e of
the scam This has now turned out to be the biggest ever fake stanps
case in India with seizure of fake stanps worth Rs. 2200 crore = Rs. 22
Billion = US$ Half a Billion!!!!l!

And the investigations are still continuing. News reports on TV showed
truckl oads of seized stanps. 22 persons have been arrested so far from
Pune, Minbai, and Bhiwandi. A nationw de organi zed gang | ed by Abdu
Rahi m Tel gi, al so known as Karim Lala, was operating this racket for
over 10 years.

Just think, if one haul in three cities close by is this huge, what
will the revenue losses to the Central and State Governnments wll add
up to? Perhaps equal to our national budget for a year

The racket nust have affected all fields where stanps and stanp papers
are used. The gang used to circulate counterfeit judicial and non-
judicial stanps, postal stanps, special adhesive stanps, brokers’
notes, foreign bill, insurance, share transfer, revenue and ot her

st anps.



Police has identified seven conpanies floated by the gang in the nine
states, Mharashtra, Haryana, Tam | Nadu, Punjab, Madhya Pradesh,

Kar nat aka, Qujarat, Rajasthan and Del hi. These conpanies clainmed to be
franchi ses of government for stanps and stanp papers. It would then
recruit | ocal people to market these at a 2% di scount to |icensed stanp
vendors and other institutions in bulk.

Police had also identified 35 properties in Maharashtra and Karnat aka
that the gang has purchased. Police al so seized the machi nes that used
to print these fakes. The gang even financed a few Bol |l ywood fil ns

t hrough a conmpany named after Telgi’s daughter Sana - Sana Film

Fi nanci al Corporation Private Limted.

Mahar ashtra governnent has now announced that all docunents where
stanps were used in registration will be re-examned. If stanp vendors
were found involved in the selling of fake stanps, the action against
themw Il be taken. If the stanps were purchased from unauthorized
persons, the buyers will have to repay the stanmp duty. This would

i nvol ve scrutiny of mllions of registrations and deals as over 1.2
mllion docunents were registered in Maharashtra | ast year. And not al
deal s are done on stanp paper are registered. It is going to be a
difficult task also as the officials fromlndia Security Press, (ISP)
Nashi k failed to tell the real papers fromthe fakes since these had
reportedly been printed on a machine that |SP had auctioned earlier

On an average there is at | east one case per nonth being reported about
fake stanps for |ast several years in the press. However it was only in
August 2001 that the police arrested Telgi along with his acconplices
and seized counterfeit stanps and paper worth Rs 200 million in A ner,
Raj ast han. Several such cases have been earlier registered against him
i n Munbai, Del hi, Ahnedabad, I|ndore and Vi shakhapatnam He continues to
make news fromthe jail where he offered to give mllions for the
construction of a nmosque inside. Later he expanded his offer to include
pl aces of worship for other religions as well.

Telagi is proprietor of the multi-mllion Metro Corporation of

Bangal ore and has |inks with sone of the nost powerful M nisters,
bureaucrats and cops in the country. State governnent’s Tourism

M ni ster Roshan Baig’ s brother was his partner in the Metro
Corporation. Telagi reveal ed names of bureaucrats and M ni sters whose
foreign trips were sponsored by himand al so admtted that in securing
ker osene deal ershi ps, he was hel ped by top office-bearers of the

Kar nat aka Pradesh Congress Committee. That is the party in power in the
state and naturally the Karnataka Governnent, instead of handing the

i nvestigation to Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) as reconmended
by the state police, tried its best to water down the case

Ironically, Karnataka was the first state in the country to bring in a
| aw t hat made use of stanp papers optional for registration and
suggested alternatives. This was expected to considerably reduce the
usage of stanp papers. Anot her anmendnent was that the registration
forns were reduced to a single format that woul d be avail abl e at
stationery shops to reduce intervention of touts.

Just a few years back, Telagi was selling fruits at the Railway Station
in Bel gaum i n Karnataka. However, with his connections in the



underworl d he becane a mllionaire overnight. To win the hearts of his
community he donated generously to the Haj Committee, |ocal schools and
several charitable institutions. No wonder, his brother becane a
successful politician in the State.

The Intelligence Bureau (I1B) is investigating his links with Anees

| brahim brother of underworld don Dawood | brahim Tel agi paid severa
visits to United Arab Emirates and had, reportedly, net Anees. The IB
report reveals that the investigation teamis still trying to trace
Tel agi ' s massi ve bank bal ance in top national and international banks.

FAKE STAMPS RACKET LI NKED W TH SUBVERSI VE ORGANI ZATI ONS

The police, acting on a tip-off, arrested Mohanmmed |cha Bi swas on June
14, 2002 from Hatiari area in Baguiati, North 24-Parganas district of
West Bengal . Biswas who has links with crimnals across the border in
Bangl adesh, reveal ed the nanmes of six of his acconplices during

i nterrogation who were then arrested in simultaneous raids. But police
failed to arrest the masterm nd behind the operation

The police recovered forged postal stamps, court fee stanp papers and

I ndian currency showing a total value of Rs 10 mlIlion. One foreign-
made pistol, two wal kie-tal kies, four cell phones and two Maruti cars
were al so seized. Prelimnary investigations suggest that the seven had
links with subversive organi zati ons and the forged docunents were
probably sold in the market to fund | ocal operatives.

VI EWS & OPI NI ONS

PHI LATELY I N TRANSI TION IN I NDI A, Part 13
B K Sinha sent follow ng response, alnost imediately, on receiving the
previous issue of this newsletter.

“Though I was on the Organising Comrttee of the ORPEX 2002 - and since
the Philatelic Congress of India' s Governing Council and Regi ona

nmeeting coincided with the dates of the exhibition, | never had the tine
to even visit the exhibition after the frames were nounted - |et al one
"interact and influence' the jury in any matter whatsoever. Needless to
say sore losers always conplain and every exhibition has a share of its
di ssatisfied exhibitors. Wat is now disturbing is the fact that these
peopl e have now a readynade forumto publish unsubstantiated facts and
hear say.

To straighten the facts which you have published: ‘Ahned in his point-
t o- poi nt response to Sahoo on June 3, 2002 brings up the case of Mbom n
Si nha, the daughter of B K Sinha, PCl Secretary, whose participation in
the | ast national brought a Silver Bronze. The sane exhibit won a
Verneil with Special Prize at ORPEX.’

VWiile the facts nentioned above are true - it has been twi sted to neet

t he ends intended by Shakil Ahmed. The facts are:

1. Moomin's exhibit is of 4 franes and has won Large Silver at HONG KONG
2000 continental exhibition in the Youth C ass.

2. She had applied for 4 frames at EMPI REPEX but was allotted only 2
franes - therefore she was awarded a Silver Bronze - rather than

wi t hdrawi ng her exhi bit and conpl ai ni ng, she graci ously accepted
what ever what was awarded to her.



3. At ORPEX 2002 she had displayed 4 frames and in the age group of 12-
15 years. She was awarded a Verneil + Special prize at this State Level
exhibition. Do you consider it as 'nmanipulation'?

Shakil al so nentions several points which are inconsistent with facts
and reality - | do not wish to enter into a duel of words, either with
himor in any forum and therefore amnot offering ny comments. | only
wi sh you could publish nmy point of viewin your next letter.”

Si nha then sent follow ng further comrents, half an hour |ater

“1 wish that you contact the individuals concerned whenever you publish
a conplaint on a particular individual - and get his/her side of the
facts — this would add to the perspective of the story when published
along side the main item

Shakil has mentioned in his footnote 'copy to all PCl Menbers'. The two
protagonists in the conplaint — A K Dash and nysel f have never received
any letters — | obtained themfrom M. Sahoo. He very conveniently

avoi ds sending the letters to us.

He writes about scrapping the I NPEX 2002. You have not dealt with that
section of conplaint. To be honest — | too feel that the exhibition
shoul d be scrapped. It is too nuch of a hassle.

You are part of the Organising Committee - would it be proper that we
issue a letter that Shakil and M. Kanungo be taken off the organising
conmittee since they say "the signatures are forged in the m nutes book
when the resol ution was passed” (both at Nashi k and the EIPA neetings?).
Your comments on this.”

W thank Sinha for his pronpt reactions and stand by our story on the
basi s of the docunments provided to us. W did wite that “in the
current philatelic scenario it could have been just about anybody,
anywhere in India” and the story was not about Shakil Ahned, the person
but through him about how exhibitions are conducted and exhibitors
treated.

As an individual, and as father Sinha has provided his side of the
story that we have carried in full above. Now we would |like himas an
of fice bearer of the Philatelic Congress of India (PCl), to reveal the
identity of person/s who overrule International Philatelic Federations
(FI'P) Regul ations while holding national exhibitions in India. In this
case who wote the rules on nunber of franmes to allot and on the age
l[imts for the nost inportant of all classes, Youth?

And what about other, nore serious, cases Ahned mentioned in his
letters?

W woul d like to highlight the golden lines Ahnmed could wite even
after all this “had the Juries been present at the venue | coul d have
got ny doubts cleared by way of conversation at the spot which | could
not avail due to their absence.”



And when he questioned themduring PCl neeting the jury “...left the
meeting hall and remai ned outside until PCl Governing Council neeting
was called upon...”

W will reiterate that this is high time that the PCl wakes up to
reality, this however will require tough decisions to be taken
transparently and with honesty. The change starts in the mnd. The
first step towards openness is change in the m ndset of PCl officers.
Wth the change in the mndset accountability of each individual would
foll ow. Today nost PCl officers behave as if they are accountable to no
one, neither to governing council menbers nor to general body nenbers.

W also feel that PCl npbst urgently needs the services of a
rel ati onshi p managenent expert not only to nmend its fences with India
Post, FIP, and FIAP but with its own nmenbership as well.

DR AVI NASH B. JAGTAP FROM Bl NNI NGEN ( SW TZERLAND)

I am always surprised to read the remarks of the exhibitors, who
participate at different |level philatelic Exhibitions and feel many
times insulted if their exhibits are not awarded the prizes or nedals
whi ch they think they deserve. So for nme it was very surprising to read
the remarks of M. Shakil Ahmed, who got Large Silver at ORPEX, although
he was awarded Silver bronze at International Exhibition in Nepal and
Silver at National at Nashi k.

I have no idea about the exhibiting practices in India. In India there

are certain mal practices even in the field of philately. Personal |ikes
and dislikes, mainly on the grounds of regional nature, if not on
religious nature. This is unfortunately at all levels, in all states. It

is a national tragedy.

Your exhibit can be down graded because this is decided by a Jury and
not by a machine. | do not know if the Jury in India know the previous
achi evenents and nedals awarded to a particular exhibitor and if an

Exhi bitor’s Pass at all exists in India. If the Jury know this, the
conflicts between the exhibitor and Jury could be avoided in majority of
cases. Perhaps the Jury can refer to the application formof the

exhi bitor where (I take for granted that) such indications |ike nedals
achieved for that particular exhibit are shown.

Also it is easy to judge a traditional or postal history exhibit than a
thematic one. The personal know edge of the Jury will surely play a big
role. So nowadays the applicant has to provide information about the
scare or rare itenms in his exhibit, literature used, publications by the
exhibitor, if any. Since the Jury is not omiscient and may not know any
t hi ng about the subject being exhibited.

I am surprised that the regional or district |evel or national |evel

exhi bitions are held without giving appropriate earlier previous notice

to the Indian philatelists. A National Level Exhibition here or anywhere
in Europe requires at least four years for preparations. So | was taken

with great surprise that after India had EMPI REPEX-1 NPEX at Nasi k only

| ast year, we will have National at Bhubaneshwar this year! | think that
the frequency of such exhibition should be well taken into consideration
and shoul d not depend upon the whi mof sone person



W have al so suggested the guidelines for conducting exhibitions and
judging and Dr. Jagtap has made a very valid point. It is therefore

i mportant at any exhibition for the exhibitor to be able to interact
with the Jury to get a better understandi ng on the decision naking
process and if a mark sheet can be provided, then we are sure it would
reduce the nunber of unsatisfied exhibitors.

[Dr. Jagtap has also witten a very useful note on the system of
philatelic exhibiting in Switzerland. It is available at
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. coml Cont ent / Feat ur es/ Swi ss-system ht nj

READERS FORUM

<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evolve the
newsl etter. W strive hard to bring you conprehensi ve coverage of the

| atest on Indian philately and inprove with every issue. Please do |et
us have your thoughts and suggestions. W also would like to | earn how
our newsletter inpacts your collecting and the value you feel it
provides to you. Do send in your comments, views, reports, articles and
other features for publication>

SURAJ JAI TLY FROM LUDHI ANA

I amreally shocked to learn the news of the closure of |IND DAK. Rather
this disheartens nme and nakes it nore difficult to continue ny present
job as the editor of "ITS Stanps News". | know very well that this job
is not so easy, as sonme persons may think. | have edited 65 issues till
date including "The Northern Philatelist" bi-nmonthly for "Northern
India Philatelists’ Association”. Wenever | saw anot her nagazi ne from
this country the sane gave ne new energy to work nore vigorously and
for better output. Now it seens difficult for me to continue in this
job in the years to cone.

FEATURES & RESOURCES
ALSO IN THE NEWS

SCOTT CATALOGS ON CD

For the first time the entire 2003 edition of Scott’s 6-vol une catal og
that covers the world as well as the one-vol une Specialized Catal og of
United States Stanps and Covers woul d be avail able on CD-ROVs. Scott
estimates that the entire 2003 set will require approximately 22 CDs.
The CD version offers Acrobat PDF (portable docunent format) files that
are identical to information included in paper catal ogs, with the
exception that vast majority of the stanp inages are in color. Both
text and illustrations can be enlarged up to 1600% on screen. The CDs
are conpatible with both Wndows and Mac operating systens. Each 2003
catal og volunme is priced identically to the printed version at $44.99
retail.

W& wi sh Scott would bring out one DVD containing all 6 volunmes plus US
Speci al i zed that would nmake it easier to handle.

NEWSSCAN
<W invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and electronic publications, for inclusion here>

The Hi ndustan Ti nmes, June 18, 2002
POSTAGE STAMP (being rel eased on June 22)



htt p: / / ww. hi ndust anti mes. coml nonfrani 180602/ det Cl T13. asp

I ndi an Express, June 18, 2002
PUNE ARRESTS EXPOSES 9- STATE 2000- CR RACKET
http: //ww. i ndi an- express. coml archive full _story. php?content i d=4559

The Tinmes of India, June 19, 2002
P & T DOES NOT WANT TO CUT FLAB
http://tinmesofindia.indiatinmes.comarticleshow asp?art_i d=13496800

RESEARCH NOTES

| NDI AN POSTAL ORDERS, PART 4

Sonetime during 1975-1978 the practice of printing the serial nunbers
twi ce on postal orders was discontinued and these were printed only
once. The top nunber was elin nated.

On June 1, 1979 the rates of comm ssion were revised upwards by 100%
from10 to 20 Pai se for denom nations up to Rs. 10 and 40, 60, 80
Paise, Re. 1 and Rs. 2 for Rs. 20, 30, 40, 50, and 100 respectively.
The earlier stock of postal orders was |ocally hand-stanped with new
rates. New set of postal orders was issued showi ng the revised rates.

Sonmetime during 1980-1982 a new set of postal orders was issued with
nodi fied design. It provided two boxes for stanps instead of one as
earlier. The serial nunber was repositioned towards the top. The Rs. 40
denom nati on seens to have been di scontinued about this tine.

On March 1, 1983 the rates of commi ssion were revised upwards by 50%
30 P for values up to Rs 10 and 60 P, 90 P, Rs 1.20, Rs. 1.50 and Rs. 3
respectively for the higher denom nations. The earlier stock of posta
orders was locally hand-stanped with new rates. The postal orders with
new rates was have not been seen

To be conti nued

ASK US

Pl ease send your queries in detail (illustrations welconme) on al
matters related to Philately and Postal History of India and Indian
States. W will attenpt to provide an answer to you online.

CONTRI BUTORS | NVI TED

W require regul ar correspondents everywhere in India to cover the
philatelic activities in their area. W shall reinburse the costs of
phot os, covers, publications, courier and other charges. Al
contributions shall be acknow edged.

STAMPSOFI NDI A VEB S| TE UPDATES

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in followi ng segnents —
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LINKS

Updat ed Segments This Week: News, Articles,

FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS



“Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is the nost effective way to
reach the highest targeted readerships for Indian Philately worl dw de.
The advertising is FREE for the subscribers. Send in your ad, today.

Aick here to view the ads and for the Ternms for submtting your ad
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. comf Cont ent/ Ads/ ads. ht m
New Ads Upl oaded This Wek from —

---------- STAMPS OF | NDI A COLLECTORS COMPANION -----------
Qur now fampus Di scl ai mer!
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. com Cont ent/ Gui de/ w04. ht m

For reproduci ng content from our publications
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. com Cont ent/ Qui de/ w03. ht m

Back i ssues of this newsletter are available for free downl oad at
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. coml Cont ent / Downl oad/ ar chi ves. ht m
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