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If you've found this newsletter useful recormend it to a friend.
Better still forward this issue.

JHI NGANS JOTTI NGS5
Hi

We are pleased to announce that you can now access our flagship web
site 'Stanps of India once again at http://ww. stanpsofindia.com This
has been made possible by a free web hosting service. There shall be
advertising banners at the top of the page, kindly bear with us till we
are able to nove to a paid for service where we shall have control on

t he di splay of ads.

The site at its current address http://ww.geocities.com njhi ngan woul d
continue to be regul arly updat ed.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.
- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and sources to this issue: Joyce Brand
from UK and Chal oMunbai . com

Mention this newsletter when contacting other philatelists




NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

TWDO COMMVEMORATI VES SCHEDULED FOR June 22

India Post will issue one stanp each on Babu Gullab Rai and Pandit
Surya Narayan Vyas on June 22, 2002. These will be the first
comenoratives in the newinland letter rate of Rs. 5.

HEPATI TI S B PRQIECT

The Prime Mnister of India, Atal Bihari Vajpayee | aunched India’'s

| mmuni zati on program agai nst Hepatitis B on June 10, 2002 at a function
hel d at New Del hi. The program begins in 15 nmajor cities and 32
districts across the nation. The Prime Mnister also rel eased a Speci al
Cover with Special Postmark on this occasion

Hepatitis B is the 7'" disease being targeted by the Universa
I mmuni zati on Program India and 39 other countries are introducing the
vaccine this year that is already prevalent in 152 countries.

PCl PRESI DENT VI SITS NEW DELH FOR WORLD 2004

The President of the Philatelic Congress of |India, Sahadeva Sahoo, was
in New Del hi fromJune 11 to 14, 2002 to hold discussions with India
Post for the holding of world philatelic exhibition in 2004 to
commenor ate 150 years of 1ndian postage stanps.

He al so di scussed steps that could be taken, for obtaining a waiver for
stanps fromthe application of Antiquities Act with senior philateli st
G B Pai and the officers of the philatelic division of |India Post.

APPRENTI CE JURY PROGRAM
The Philatelic Congress of India (PCl) has announced its Apprentice
Jury Programfor the State | evel exhibitions.

The m ni mum qualifications are a verneil medal at the National Level
Exhi bition within past 10 years. The candi date shoul d not be biased,
have a flair for judging, have the understanding of all recognized
branches of philately, and be fully conversant with FIP regul ati ons and
gui del i nes.

The nom nations should be sent to the Secretary General, Dilip Shah, on
prescribed application formthrough an institutional menber of the PC
by August 31, 2002.

We urge all qualified persons to seize this opportunity and enrol
t hensel ves, as this is for the first time in the history of PCl that
the qualifications have been spelled out and |lowered to this |evel.

NEW APPOI NTMENTS FOR POSTAL OFFI CERS

The Principal Chief Postnmaster CGeneral of Mharashtra, A S 1 S Paul was
appoi nted as a Menber of the Postal Services Board on June 10, 2002. An
of ficer of 1966 batch of Indian Postal Service, he takes over the
charge of ‘Personnel’ portfolio fromS B Bhattacharya who has now noved
to ‘Operations’ portfolio that he was | ooking after as an additiona
charge. Philately cones under ‘Qperations’.

R Ganesan, Chief Postmaster CGeneral of Madhya Pradesh is posted as the
Chi ef Postnaster Ceneral of Maharashtra.



T R Sharma, Chief Postnmaster Ceneral of Rajasthan is pronoted as the
Princi pal Chief Postmaster CGeneral of Rajasthan. Vijay Bhushan, Chief
Post master General of Hi machal Pradesh is pronoted as the Principa
Chi ef Postmaster General of Punjab. Vijay Chital e, Chief Postmaster
Ceneral of CGujarat is pronoted as the Principal Chief Postmaster
Ceneral of Cujarat.

OOPS DEPARTMENT

Max Smith was el ected President of India Study Circle for a three-year
termand not for a two-year termas erroneously reported in the

previ ous issue.

NEPAL NEW | SSUE

Two stanps were issued on June 5, 2002. A 10 rupees stanp in honor of
their Late Majesties King Birendra Bir Bi kram Shah Dev and Queen

Ai shwarya Raj ya Laxm Devi Shah. The Rs. 5 stanp marks His Majesty King
Gyanedra Bir Bi kram Shah Dev's accession to the throne with the
portrait of the king and the throne.

DAK PATRI KA

This is the quarterly house journal of India Post. Recently a conbined
i ssue Wiol e # 54-55 for period ending March 31, 2002 was issued. Meera
Handa, Director in the Philately Division of India Post, edits this
peri odi cal. The Associate Editor P N Ranjit Kumar, Assistant Director
Ceneral in the Philately Division and Sub Editor Shashi Chawl a, assi st
her .

CAG REVI EWNs PERFORMANCE OF SPEED PCST

The Conptroller and Auditor General of India is the suprenme audit
institution in India. It tabled in parlianent on April 24, 2002,
its report # 6 of 2002, for the year ended March 2001 on Uni on
Governnent: Posts & Tel ecommuni cati ons.

For the performance review CAGthis year picked up Speed Post - the
Express Mail Service as one of the areas of focus. The highlight of
their ten-page reviewis - Expenditure on Speed Post services is
understated substantially on account of exclusion of manpower cost of
per sonnel depl oyed from ot her wi ngs of Departnent of Posts. Speed Post
services short achieved financial targets by 40% Percentage of revenue
realised to cost of operation declined from217 in 1996-97 to 141 in
1999- 2000. Test check by Audit reveal ed that delivery efficiency during
the nmonths of April 2000, Septenber 2000, and March 2001 was only 65%
52% and 52% respectively. The Departnment however, reported this as
98% 98% and 95% respectively indicating inaccuracy in maintenance of
records of delivery. Although there was inprovenent over the years in
the proportion of the settlement of conplaints during the year, nunber
of complaints fromcustonmers increased from 32,802 in 1996-97 to
291,005 in 2000-01(an increase of 890% . Speed Post revenue of Rs.
33.88 mllion was outstandi ng agai nst various parties under credit
managenment facility i.e. the ‘Book Now Pay Later’ schene. Rebate of Rs.
10.38 million was granted irregularly to bul k custoners. There was | oss
of revenue of Rs. 10.23 mllion due to uncoordinated fixation of tariff
for registered articles and speed post articles.

The conplete report shall be available online at their web site. The
CAG reports for earlier years since 1993 are also available online at
http://ww. cagi ndi a. org/ reports/ post/




FAKE STAMP PAPERS, STAMPS SEI ZED by S Hussai n Zai di

The Munbai and Pune police conducted raids across the city over the
past couple of days and seized fake stanp papers and postal stanps
worth Rs 7,500 million. The raids began | ate Monday eveni ng and
continued till late Iast night. The operation was shrouded in secrecy
and police officers remain tight-Iipped about it.

Police also could not provide accurate estimtes of the seizure. “The
last | heard, the net worth of the seizures was Rs 7,500 mllion. It is
likely it could go over Rs 10,000 million,” said D rector General of
Pol i ce Subhash Mal hotra. Ten persons were arrested in all, he added.

Pune police had recently held three persons, who during interrogation
di scl osed the racket had its roots in Miunbai. Therefore, on Monday,
Pune police in collaboration with the Minbai police’s Crine Branch
began raids on several places in south Munbai, including at Md
Street, Fort Market, MRA Marg, offices and vendors around the General
Post Ofice (GPO and Cuffe Parade.

“We have only provided |ogistical support and Unit | officers assisted
in the raids. The investigation is being done by the Pune police,” said
Joi nt Commi ssioner of Police, Crime, Sridhar Wagal. Apart from Crine
Branch sleuths, officers fromthe Azad Maidan, L T Marg and Cuffe

Par ade police stations al so assisted Pune police. However, the top
brass of the Pune police remain tight-1ipped about the operation. “W
are yet to receive information from Munbai. Qur officers are stil
engaged in the operation and investigation,” Pune Police Conm ssioner
Ranjit Singh Sharma said.

According to a senior police officer, reans of fake stanp papers of
various denom nations and a huge quantity of duplicate postal stanps
and enbossing materials were seized. The stanps were affixed on
judicial papers and official docunents. The officer said fake stanp
papers were al so seized earlier, but the rackets were confined to | oca
areas and the ampunt did not exceed a few mllion rupees. However, the
scam anount this tine is a staggering Rs 10,000 million, and the racket
too seenms countryw de, the official noted.

According to CBI, one Narinder Singh used to get the fake stanps from
Munbai - based Henmant Corporation. So Munbai remnained the centre of the
operations. Miunbai police is trying to trace Narinder Singh and his
acconplices in the city.

In January 2001, the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBlI) had busted a
private firmselling fake government stanps worth crores of rupees to
maj or banks and conpani es. Qperating under the nane of Blue Star
Services, the conpany sold fake stanps not only in Del hi but in other
cities including Chandi garh, Nashik, Ahmedabad, Mdras, Kol kat a,

Munbai, Bangal ore and Bhopal

Till date, the biggest such racket to have been busted was in Bangal ore
i n August 2000, when stanps worth over Rs 120 million were seized. The
Kar nat aka government took the matter so seriously that it fornmed a
special task force and nanmed it the Stanp Investigation Team under

| eadership of an additional director general of police.




VI EWS & OPI NI ONS

PHI LATELY I N TRANSI TION IN I NDI A, Part 12

In this issue we take up the matters rai sed by Shakil Ahmed and present
some of the incidents that have taken place in the recent past during
various exhibitions. However in the current philatelic scenario it could
have been just about anybody, anywhere in India. For the record Shaki
Ahmed is a philatelist fromCuttack, Oissa who participated i n ORPEX
state |l evel exhibition organized by India Post in April 26-28, 2002 at
Bhubaneswar. He was unhappy with the Large Silver medal awarded by the
Jury as he had participated with the same exhibit at the Internationa
at Nepal and at the National exhibition held at Nashik in 2001 and
received a Silver-Bronze and Silver respectively.

As he was not satisfied and wanted a reapprai sal he imediately wote
on April 28, 2002 to the Chief Postmaster CGeneral of Orissa Circle who
was al so the Chairman of the Jury. Sane day he raised this issue at the
Regi onal Meeting of the Philatelic Congress of India (PCl) being held

i n Bhubaneswar and the President PCl who was al so a Jury, and the
Secretary of the exhibition was given a copy of his conplaint.

The exhibitors and Jury in India equate the nmedals in relation to the
| evel of the exhibition. A Silver nedal at the National is equival ent
to Large Silver at State and to Silver Bronze at International |evel.
According to this recipe he was given the right award and shoul d not
have been conpl ai ni ng.

He conpares the case of other, nore privileged, exhibitors who were
awarded Silver nedals in the national exhibition and were now adj udged
worthy of Verneil Medals with special prizes. He al so appeal ed that
care should be taken in selection of Jurors as well as outsiders
interfering and influencing their working.

On April 30, 2002 he wote another letter to the Chief Postnaster
Ceneral of Orissa Circle in which Ahned says that Dhananjay Desai one of
the jury, went through the exhibit with him after the results were
announced and couldn’t explain satisfactorily the justification of the
judgrment. While in other cases, exhibits that were given higher
mar ki ngs, even with undesirable material were shown to Desai. The views
of several other senior philatelists such as G Madan Mohan Das and Ani
Suri who conpared his exhibit with others were al so favorable.

Ahmed al so brings up the curious case of Onprakash Jagati who won
Verneil Medal with Chief Postmaster General Trophy in ORPEX-2002

Jagati is known for irregular and unpuni shed participation in the state
| evel exhibitions at Oissa, Karnataka, and Gujarat. H's exhibit was
awarded Silver Bronze at 65 points at the |last National in Decenber
2001 where he participated from Kar nat aka.

He al so sites cases of exhibitors A K Dash, J. Jyoti who along with
himall got Silver Medals at the National whereas in ORPEX Dash and
Jyoti got Verneil medals with special prizes but he was left out.

Ahmed nmentions the nane of B K Sinha, PCl Secretary and Ajit Kumar Dash
two local philatelists who freely intermixed with jury nenbers and were
instrumental in influencing the awards. Should we say contrary to norm
or as is the normthe juries were not present when awards were decl ared



on April 27, 2002 and mark sheets were not available with the
exhibition office. He says “had the Juries been present at the venue
could have got ny doubts cleared by way of conversation at the spot
which | could not avail due to their absence.”

Not finding any answers to his queries he wote on May 2, 2002 to PCl
menbers with copies, anongst others, to S. C. Dutta the Director
Ceneral of India Post asking for necessary action.

He then received a response from none other than PCl President who
wote to himon May 29, 2002. Ahned nmust be sonebody personally very

i mportant to the PCl President, Sahadeva Sahoo, as there are scores of
conpl aints, several of them of serious nature, pending with himfor
years that have not had the good fortune of any response what soever,
not even an acknow edgenent.

Ahmed in his point-to-point response to Sahoo on June 3, 2002 brings up
t he case of Moom n Sinha, the daughter of B K Sinha, PCl Secretary,
whose participation in the | ast national brought a Silver Bronze. The
same exhibit won a Verneil with Special Prize at ORPEX

He al so nmentions that he had absolutely revised his exhibit and changed
five better itens in the exhibit shown in ORPEX-2002. “This is a sheer
partiality, if not manipulation. ...Fromthe first reading of your
letter I find as President of the PCI you are bent upon to find out
faults with me over ny letters, so as to say that you are all right and
I amall wong. ...l pointed out |large scale partiality has taken place
in judging the exhibits and awarding the prizes in as nmuch as sone
exhibits were down graded and sone exhibits were surprisingly given
extraordi nary scoring wi thout sufficient cause whi ch needs
rectification. But ny request was not acceded to. The nmenbers present
could give no reply to me in the neeting there or by you even though
you heard it. The jury was surreptously left the neeting hall and
remai ned outside until PCl Governing Council neeting was called
upon...”

Ahmed clarifies that “...M conplaints are many fold as you can see
fromny letters and all those are aimng at correcting the incorrect
ones and you cannot therefore throw the blane on nme that had | received
a higher nedal | would not have gone into the inappropriate judging of
exhibits...”

He feels so strongly about his stand that he is willing to take it to
any forumand he goes on to ask the PCl President “In case you are not
satisfied kindly give ne the address of F. 1. A. P. and F. I. P. so
that I will place the matter before themfor a fair decision which wll
al so be a guiding line for the PCl for judging the forthcom ng

exhi bitions.”

Ahmed has since received response fromnany philatelists who have felt
strongly enough to join their support to his cause.

However response tinmes and the attitudes of the concerned senior

phil atelists have caused many buddi ng philatelists to either take up
arnms agai nst them or disgusted them so nmuch as to give up philately.
This unfortunately is what the newconers in philately in India can
expect with certainty instead of encouragenent and gui dance.



The Conplete text of the Correspondence is posted on the website
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. coml Cont ent / Feat ur es/ Ahneds- or pex. ht m or
htt p: // ww. geoci ti es. conl nj hi ngan/ Cont ent / Feat ur es/ Ahnmeds- or pex. ht m

READERS FORUM

<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evolve the
newsl etter. W strive hard to bring you conprehensi ve coverage of the

| atest on Indian philately and inprove with every issue. Please do |et
us have your thoughts and suggestions. W also would like to | earn how
our newsletter inpacts your collecting and the value you feel it
provides to you. Do send in your comments, views, reports, articles and
other features for publication>

SURAJ JAI TLY FROM LUDHI ANA

Personally, | have e-mailed twice to M. B K Sinha for prospectus &
forns of "INPEX-2002", but till date he has not sent ne any thing. As
per ny information the organi zers have sent the same to PCl nenbers
only. I think it is not a good practice for any National, as it seens
that it is an exhibition for PCl menbers only. At |east they should
send the sane to all participants of |ast National and to al
Philatelic Bureaus in the country. Philatelic O ubs, which are not
affiliated with PCl, have al so not received any information either
Under these circunmstances any one can inmagi ne that instead of pronoting
philately in general, we all responsible for killing this hobby. As
already in the present age of hi-tech & fast oriented hobbies, new
generation is not accepting this hobby easily.

FEATURES & RESOURCES
ALSO IN THE NEWS

ASI ANS NOW OAN SPI NK

The ownership of 336-year-old British auction house Spink has changed
in March this year. London auction house Christie's had owned Spink
since 1993 but decided to sell it to refocus on its core business that
of fine art auctioneering.

Spink - which deals in old coins, nedals, stanps, banknotes and
manuscri pts - was bought by a group of Singapore-based investors
reportedly for Singapore $26 million. The menbers of buy-out team are
ol dman Sachs i nvestnent banker - John Koh of Singapore, property
devel oper - Daniel Teo of Singapore, the managing director of Spink -
TimH rsch from Engl and, and a nmenber of the Philippines’ promn nent
Zobel family - Mercedes Zobel

NEWSSCAN

The Hi ndustan Tinmes, June 13, 2002

FAKE STAMP PAPERS, PRI NTI NG EQUI PMENT WORTH RS 650 CR SEI ZED
htt p: / / ww. hi ndust anti mes. coml nonfrani 130602/ det NAT08. asp

<W invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>

RESEARCH NOTES

I NDI AN POSTAL ORDERS, PART 3



After the independence a new set of 20 postal orders was issued in
1952. The portrait of King George VI was replaced with ‘ Asokan Capitol

- the official enblem of the Governnent of India. The denom nations and
the prefixes were same as the earlier issue in 1939.

I ndi a adopted deci mal system and on April 1, 1957 and issued a set of
20 postal orders in the decimal currency. The conm ssion was 5 New
Paise (NP) up to Rs 5 and 10 NP fromRs 5.50 to Rs 10. The earlier

conmmi ssion of 1 Anna for all denom nations was equivalent to 6 NP in
the new currency. This was inscribed as “FIVE NAYE PAI SE and “TEN NAYE
PAI SE” on a new set of postal orders. The denom nations now were NP 50,
Re 1, Rs 1 & NP 50, Rs 2, Rs 2 & NP 50, Rs 3, Rs 3 & NP 50, Rs 4, Rs 4
& NP 50, Rs 5, Rs 5 & NP 50, Rs 6, Rs 6 & NP 50, Rs 7, Rs 7 & NP 50, Rs
8, RS 8 & NP 50, RS 9, RS 9 & NP 50, and Rs 10. The serial nunbers were
prefixed by ‘A, ‘B, *C, ‘D, ‘F, ‘F, ‘G, ‘H, 'Y, 'K, ‘L', 'M
‘N, ‘P, 'Q, ‘R, 'S, 'T, 'V, and ‘W respectively. This was the
first issue printed in Blue; all earlier issues were in Red.

On May 15, 1968 the rate of conm ssion was increased to 10 Pai se for
all denom nations. The earlier stock of postal orders up to Rs 5 was
| ocal | y hand-stanmped with new rates.

The design of the postal orders was nodified. The inscriptions were
made bilingual in English and in Hndi. The inscription for the

conmi ssion now read “10 (Paise in Hindi) TEN PAI SE’. The denom nati ons
were reduced to 11 by elimnation of all half Rupee denom nations
except 50 Pai se.

On Novenber 1, 1974 five new high val ues denom nation were introduced
t hrough I ndian Post Ofice (Arendnment) Act 1970 revising section 45.
These were Rs. 20, 30, 40, 50, and 100. The rate of conm ssion was 20,
30, 40, 50 Paise and Re. 1 respectively. The prefixes used for these
denom nations were ‘AA, ‘BB, ‘CC, ‘DD, and 'EE . This brought the
total nunbers of denomi nations available to 16. These postal orders
were printed in Violet, Geen, --, Red, and Verm lion respectively.

To be conti nued

ASK US

Pl ease send your queries in detail (illustrations welconme) on al
matters related to Philately and Postal History of India and Indian
States. W will attenpt to provide an answer to you online.

CONTRI BUTORS | NVI TED

W require regul ar correspondents everywhere in India to cover the
philatelic activities in their area. W shall reinburse the costs of
phot os, covers, publications, courier and other charges. Al
contributions shall be acknow edged.

STAMPSOFI NDI A VEB S| TE UPDATES

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in foll owi ng segnents —
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LINKS.

Updat ed Segments This Week: News, Articles,




FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS

“Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is the nost effective way to
reach the highest targeted readerships for Indian Philately worl dw de.
The advertising is FREE for the subscribers. Send in your ad, today.
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