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Hi

This year the first Indian philatelic website ww.stanpsofindia.com
will enter its 13'" year of service while this digital weekly will enter
its 10'" year of publication. This was made possible with support of
several hundred peopl e who have contributed at all tines over all these
years. W take this opportunity to thank all of you once again and | ook
forward to your continued support.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.
- M&SJ
Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Abhai M shra

We invite your inputs, please email to witeback@tanpsofindi a.com

If you've found this newsletter useful, recommend it to a friend.
Better still, forward a copy of this issue. Also, please nention this
newsl etter when contacting other philatelists.

Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shal |l reinburse the costs incurred on images, philatelic items issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.

Pl ease send your queries in detail (images welconme) on all matters
related to Philately and Postal H story of India and Indian States. W
will attenpt to find an answer for you.

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS



FI RST BOOKLET | N BRAI LLE SCRI PT

Ut tarakhand Circle of India Post released a stanp booklet to
commenor ate bi centenary of birth of Louis Braille on January 4, 2009.
This is the only booklet in the world with Hindi inscription in Braille
script. The bookl et produced in the quantity of 500 is priced at Rs 50.

To view i mages of Stanp Booklets issued by India Post, please visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com |ists/sb99. htm

STAVP POPULARI TY POLL

Stanps of India now present the Stanp Poll 2008 to sel ect the best
stanp of 2008, best miniature sheet of 2008, and best sheetlet of 2008.
The results shall be announced based on the nmpost nunber of votes

poll ed. You can send as many ballots as you w sh.

Pl ease select fromthe issues of 2008 as shown at

http: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com | i sts/stanps/2008st anps. ht m and vote for
the best stanmp, mniature sheet, and sheetlet of 2008 in your opinion.
Also wite your name, City, email id, and philatelic interests on the
ball ot and email|l your ballots to: stanppol | @tanpsofindia.com

The | ast date to receive the ballots at Stanps of India is January 28,
2009. Incomplete ballots shall not be considered. The results will be
announced in the Issue #378 of January 29, 2009.

Several attractive philatelic prizes will be given away. The wi nners
wi Il be decided by draw of lots. W wel come the sponsors for prizes,
pl ease contact adm n@tanpsofindia.comin this regard.

FORTHCOM NG STAMP | SSUES

Jan 21: Vai kom Muhanmad Basheer, Rs 5

Jan 21: KK Birla, Rs 5

Jan 24: Spices of India, Set of 5 Stanps + M niature Sheet,

Bl ack Pepper Rs 5, Cinnanon Rs 5, Clove Rs 5, Cardanbom Rs 5, Turneric
Coriander & Chilly Rs 20

Jan 25: Saint Paul’s Church, Rs 5

Jan 27: INTACH Heritage Centers, Set of 4 Stanps + M niature Sheet,
Jai salnmer Fort Rs 5, Qla Mibarak Patiala Rs 5, Manyu Monasteries
Ladakh Rs 5, Saint Anne's Church Rs 5

Jan 31: Bishnu Prasad Rabha, Rs 5

Mar 01: 10th Definitive Series — Builders of Mdern India, 9 stanps,
Re 0.50 — K Kanr aj

Re 1 — Mahat ma Gandhi,

2 - B R Anmbedkar,

3 — Satyajit Ray,

4 — Hom Bhabha,

10 — Periyar E V Ramaswany Nai cker

15 - J RD Tata

20 - Mot her Teresa

50 - Rukmi ni Devi Arundale

e

Now days, issues are schedul ed and reschedul ed for rel ease at very
short notice say couple of days! As you can see that the world is
noving at very fast pace and we are still bringing out an issue only



after 7 long days. Thus it is inpossible to informour readers thru
this weekly publication about forthcom ng stanp issues of India. W
however do our best to publish this information on the hone page of
www. st anpsofi ndi a. comas soon as it becones avail abl e.

New i ssues along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet, at
Rs 2 each, are put on sale on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post O fices
including all Philatelic Bureaus and Philatelic Counters in India.

For an illustrated |ist of stanps in 2008, please visit
http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. conf | i sts/stanps/2008st anps. ht m

NEW STAMPS RELEASED

RANI VELU NACHCHI YAR
I ndia Post rel eased a conmenorative postage stanp in the denom nation
of Rs 5 on Rani Vel u Nachchiyar on Decenber 31, 2008.

Security Printing Press, Hyderabad designed the Stanp. Al ka Sharnma
designed the First Day Cover and pictorial the first day postmark.
Brochure containing wite-up and technical data was issued on the
occasi on. The First Day Cover and the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each.
Security Printing Press, Hyderabad printed the stanp by wet offset in
the quantities of 0.5 million

LOUI S BRAI LLE

I ndi a Post rel eased a conmenorative postage stanp in the denom nation
of RS 5 to mark the birth bicentenary of Louis Braille on January 4,
20009.

This is the 2" stanp of India to have the Braille characters. The first
one was i ssued on 2007.

Louis Braille (January 4, 1809 — January 6, 1852) was the inventor of
braille, a world-wi de systemused by blind and visually inpaired people
for reading and witing. Braille is read by passing the fingers over
characters made up of an arrangenment of one to six enbossed points. It
has been adapted to al nost every known | anguage.

Sankha Samant a desi gned the stanmp. Al ka Sharma designed the First Day
Cover and the pictorial first day postmark. Brochure containing wite-
up and technical data was issued on the occasion. The First Day Cover
and the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each. India Security Press, Nasik
printed the stanp by photogravure in the quantities of 3 nmillion

For an illustrated |ist of stanps in 2008, please visit

http://ww. stanpsofindi a.conl|ists/stanps/2008st anps. ht m

NEW | SSUES AVAI LABI LI TY STATUS

The foll owing stanps are now avail able on sale at the philatelic bureau
at New Del hi :

Dec 14: Indian Institute of Science, Rs 5 & 20

The First Day Covers for these issues are now avail abl e:
Dec 16: Field Marshal Manekshaw
Dec 21: T V Ranmmsubbai yer



The followi ng stanps are still awaited:
Nov 14: Children's Day 1 of 3 stanps
Nov 16: B N Redd

The following Mniature Sheets are still awaited:

Aug 02: Al dabra G ant Tortoise

Nov 14: Children’s Day

Nov 27: Sardar Vall abhbhai Patel National Police Acadeny

The First Day Covers for these issues are still awaited:
Dec 31: Rani Vel u Nachchi yar

The Brochures for these issues are still awaited:
Dec 15: Swam Ranganat hananda

Dec 16: Field Marshal Manekshaw

Dec 31: Rani Vel u Nachchi yar

NEW POSTAL STATI ONERY

On January 1, 2009 following 4 items of postal stationery of the new
series with notifs fromthe recently |aunched 10'" definitive Series
‘Bui |l ders of Modern India’

Re 0.50 — Postcard — Mahat ma Gandhi (Existing Design, No Change)
Ra 2.50 — Inland letter Card — Indira Gandh

Rs 5.00 — Envel ope — Sardar Patel

Rs 22.50 — Regi stered Envel ope — Jawaharl al Nehru

The Aerogramme in the denomination of Rs 15 with Mdther Teresa notif as
well as Reply Postcard will be released | ater.

Al the above were printed by India Security Press Nasi k. The Postcard,
Inland letter Card, Envel ope al ong with Meghdoot Postcard with Hom
Bhabha notif printed by Security Printing Press Hyderabad will also be
i ssued on | ater date.

A special first day of issue postmark was provided at all philatelic
bur eaus.

The conplete illustrated listing of Meghdoot Post Card is avail able at:
http://ww. st anpsofindi a.com |ists/ meghdoot. htm

For an illustrated list of all kinds of Postcards in 2008, visit
http://stanpsofindia.conilists/2008PC. ht m

For an illustrated |list of Aerogranme & Inland Letter in 2008, visit
http://stanpsofindia.conllists/2008]LC. htm

For an illustrated list of all kinds of Envel opes in 2007, visit
http://stanmpsofindia.conilists/2007EN. ht m

RECENT SPECI AL POSTMARKS & COVERS

Sep 19: Lucknow, Bankers Institute of Rural Devel opnent Silver Jubilee

For an illustrated |ist of Special Postmarks & Covers in 2008, visit
http://ww. st anpsofindi a. com |ists/pnk/2008pm ht m




For an illustrated list of Army Postal Service Issues in 2008, visit
http://stanmpsofindia.conilists/pnk/aps/2008aps. ht m

GREETI NG CARDS

Ut tarakhand Circle of India Post recently issued 3 greeting cards
depicting mniature sheets Endangered Birds, Roses, and Butterflies.
The cards along with a plain white envel ope are priced at Rs 10 each.

To view i mages of Greeting Cards issued by India Post, please visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conl ot her/ greeti ngcards. ht m

PHI LATELI C GET- TOGETHER AT KANPUR

Arjun Ghosh well known veteran stanp deal er organi zed get-together for
phil atelists at Kanpur on January 4, 2009. Arun Agarwal, R C Agarwal,
Rajprit Singh Saluja, Shafig Khan, and Madhukar Jhi ngan were sone of
the philatelists who attended this get-together. The get-together will
regul ar be held on first Sunday of every nonth.

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

Jan 10-12: Pune, National level Numi smatic Conpetitive Exhibition
Organi zers: International Collector’s Society of Rare Itens, Pune
Venue: Sonal Hall, Karve Road, next to MES Garware College, Pune
Entry Forms: Available from Nov 20, 2008, Last date of acceptance of
duly filled entry forms is Dec 15, 2008.

Deal ers Booth: Rs 5000, 2 tables & 2 chairs + Breakfast & Lunch for 2
Last date for Booth confirmation is Jan 5, 2009

Contact: President - S R Bhat 020-25655960, 09326897201, Chairman -
Basti Sol anki 09823088865, Secretary - Raj endra Shah 020-24477660,
09890117252

Jan 24-26: Nagpur, Coins exhibition

Organi zers: Numi smatic Research Institute

Deal ers Booth: Rs 5000 2 tables 3 chairs + tea & lunch for 2

Contact: Avinash T Ranteke 0 98230 22662, Piyush Agrawal 0 93255 68570

Jan 30-Feb 1: Ahnedabad, Festival of Stanps

Organi zer: Gujarat Philatelists' Association

Venue: Srimati Sushilaben Ratilal Hall, opposite Choice Restaurant, C G
Road, near Swastik Crossroads, Ahnedabad 380009

Deal ers Booth: G ound Floor Rs 7000, First Floor Rs 4000, inclusive of

l unch and tea for 2 persons for 3 days

Contact: Anil Choksi, Treasurer GPA, 0 99257 03513 or 079 2656 4923

Feb 27-28: New Del hi, Coins, Num smatic Exhibition
Organi zer: Del hi Coin Society

Venue: Bapu Samaj Seva Kendra, Panchkuni an Road,
Contact: Goga Jain 0 93123 18401

For a list of exhibitions in 2008, please visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com i nf obase/ event s2008. ht m

MEETI NGS
The schedul e of neetings of the philatelic organizations inIndiais
avai l abl e at http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com i nf obase/ cl ubnmeet . ht m

ADVERT| SEMENTS



Pl ease visit http://ww.stanpsofindi a. conf ot her/sitegui de/ x16. ht m f or
tariff and terns

WANTED Hundi s of Indian Princely States, preferably printed hundis.
also aminterested in exchanging information on Hundis. | shall be
attendi ng the Festival of Stanps at Ahnedabad fromJan 30 — Feb 1
ANIL SURI, E-70 Kal kaji, New Delhi 110019, Mbbile-09811176908

| TS COLLECTORS DI RECTORY, 3'¢ edition 2008 Edited by Suraj Jaitly, 80
pages listing contact details of stanp collectors, dealers, clubs,
nmagazi nes, websites, fromlIndia & overseas. Plus |lots of rel evant
information. Price Rs.250 or US $8 or Euro 6 OR £4 [Post pai d]

Contact at surajjaitly@otmail.comor indianthematicsociety@nmail.com

WANTED | ndi a Stanp Bookl ets of King Edward VII, King George V & VI,
Unexpl oded, exploded, and in all conditions,
Cont act MADHUKAR DEOCGAWANKA deogawanka@atyam net.in

STAMP QUI ZZES by Anil Dhir, 224 pages, 2007 edition, contains over 1500
guestions and answers. Conprehensive & detailed with quizzes on Cenera
Philately, India, Indian States, USA, Britain, Australia & New Zeal and
Must for all Philatelists & stanp clubs, Rs 300 post free in India.
US$20+ actual postage el sewhere, ANIL DHI R anil dhir2k5@ot mail . com

VIEWS & COPI NI ONS

READERS FORUM
<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inmportant to us as it hel ps evolve the
newsl etter. Please send us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

KASI NATH R, Madur a

This was an experience happened to ne this week. | went to the GPO here
at Madurai to send a speed post. The clerk at the counter said if I

af fix stanps, they would not take the cover as they got instructions
from higher officials to not accept such covers. They want to fix only
barcode stickers and printed slips to reduce manpower in selling stanps
at the counter.

The Departnment of Posts is supposed to pronote philately and not to

di scourage. In ny opinion, only philatelists are those who are affixing
stanps on the covers. If they too not allowed to fix stanps, then who
is going to pronote philately?

If this will be the case, then why they are printing and issuing so
much stanps per year? |Is that just to squeeze out noney from us
philatelists? Then it is not called philately bureau, it is just
looting fromus. | guess many of us throughout India, if not, at |east
at maj or GPGs experience like this and not nmany of us cone out with
this problem Sonething nust be done to accept speed post covers with
stanps at all speed post counters across the country. Already the hobby
is dying, and if they start doing like this, we won't be getting any
cancel | ed stanps or used stanps any nore.

JEEVAN JYOTI, Kullu

I recently cane across an article by a noted philatelist of India who
has been the commi ssioner in International Philatelic Exhibitions. It
reflects his resentnent and vows on the result of his own collection



di splayed in an International Philatelic Exhibition. Wen | went

t hrough the whole article | found he felt very bad when his own
col l ecti on was downgraded by one nedal. He put his views in the
critique session as to why was he downgraded. In response he got the
expl anati on which was unsati sfactory and basel ess according to him He
was fired for the poor choice of the subject. Then he explained his
subject and its inportance. Simlarly we face such humliating
situations in India at national |evel. When a participant is

downgr aded, obviously he feels disappointed. Nowit is to be noticed
that the sane persons when acting as the menbers of Jury in India don't
realise the disappointment faced by participants. He agrees with the
statement that “judging is different when the candidate is known". But
| just want to express that the simlar disappointnents are faced by
the philatelists in India in Thematic category in which the nunber of
participants is quite big and the panel of jury nmenbers appointed to
judge the exhibits is not sufficient. This is the only reason that the
collections are judged with a flying | ook. There is nothing to conment
on the fact that "judging is different when candi date is known as
everyone agrees with the statenent and the several exhibits can be
observed after the results are declared". The subject matter of the
exhibits is not properly read by the jury nenbers which is visible from
the fact when the subject of the exhibits is discussed with themthey
gi ve a very vague expl anation as they have not understood the subject.
| have faced such situation in |last National Philatelic exhibition and
many others mght have faced too. As we are all aware of the post

exhi bition reactions of the participants published in this digita
weekly. The next National Exhibition is proposed to be held in

Bangal ore. Hope this tine the judging will be fair and fl aw ess.

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndian Laws Rel evant to Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. conl i nf obase/| aws. ht m

Report Cyber Crinme & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately

htt p: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. coml i nf obase/ cybercrine. ht m

NEWSSCAN

<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and posta
matters, fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion
her e>

ADM NI STRI VI A

‘Stanmps of India Collectors Conmpanion’ is published by Madhukar Jhi ngan
nj hi ngan@ahoo. com for ‘ Stanps of India', 49-D, BG 5, PaschimVihar

New Del hi 110063. Phone: +91-11-25281578, Mbbile: +91-9350537037

Subj ect to Del hi Jurisdiction

Awar ds Received: Silver Medal with the ‘Felicitations of the Jury’ at
‘BELA CA 2001 World Philatelic Exhibition, Brussels, June 9-17, 2001

“Stanmps of India does not rent, sell, or otherw se share your e-nai
address with any third-party.

Qur now fanous Di scl ai mer!
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. cont sitegui de/ w04. ht m




STAMPS OF I NDI A al so publi shes:

STAMPS OF I NDI A http://ww. st anpsofindi a. com
The Hub Site of Indian Philately

PRI NCELY STATES REPORT http://ww. princel ystates.com
Journal of Indian States History, Philately & Num smatics

STAVPS ON I NDI A http://ww.stanpsoni ndi a. com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics

| NDI AN POSTAL GUI DE 1869

The first issue of the official postal guide, reprinted by Stanps of
I ndi a 2004, 236 pages, hardbound, enlarged fromoriginal octavo to A4
size, limted edition, Special price — Rs 2750, Credit cards & PayPal
accepted, visit http://ww.stanpsofindi a. com shop/ bookshop. ht m

© Copyright 2009, Stanmps of India, New Delhi. Al rights reserved.
For reproduci ng content from Stanmps of India publications please ask
t he publisher for perm ssion stating exactly what you would like to
use, and for what purpose, before using the sane.




