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Hi

The year MWI 1 (2008) has been designated by the United Nations as the
International Year of Planet Earth, and the International Year of the
Potato. It will be a leap year and A ynpic Ganmes will be held in China.

What woul d you like to see on stanps of India in the comng year? Wite
to us, wite to India Post, wite to Mnister of Communications &

I nformati on Technol ogy, and wite to the Menmber of Parlianment of your
area. The idea is to get involved. And let this be one of your new year
resol ution.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.

- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue:

We invite your inputs, please email to witeback@tanpsofindi a.com

If you've found this newsletter useful, recommend it to a friend.
Better still, forward a copy of this issue. Also, please nention this
newsl etter when contacting other philatelists.

Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shal |l reinburse the costs incurred on images, philatelic items issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.

Pl ease send your queries in detail (images welconme) on all matters
related to Philately and Postal H story of India and Indian States. W
will attenpt to find an answer for you.

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS



FORTHCOM NG STAMP | SSUES

Dec 15: Happy New Year 2008, 5 Stanps
Dec 17: S B Chavan

New i ssues along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet, at
Rs 2 each, are put on sale on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post Ofices
including all Philatelic Bureaus and Philatelic Counters in India.

For an illustrated |ist of stanps in 2007, please visit
http://ww. stanpsofindi a.con |ists/stanps/2007st anps. ht m

NEW STAMPS RELEASED

THE DALY COLLEGE
I ndia Post rel eased a postage stanp to comenorate 125 years of the
Daly Col |l ege, |Indore on Decenber 8, 2007 in the denom nation of Rs 5.

The Daly Col | ege was founded in 1882. However, the story started in
1869 when General Sir Henry Daly was appoi nted Agent to the Governor
General in Central India. Those days, the Indore Residency School was
running in the building of the East of the Indore Residency Post

Ofice. This in 1867 was to be called the I ndore Residency College with
Aberi gh- Macay, as the Principal

Henry Daly retired in 1881, and it was decided to devel op the separate
classes for the princes into a full-fledged school and name it “The
Daly College” with an independent buil ding. The buil di ng was
constructed by the Mlitary Wrks Departnment. On 14th Novenber, 1885,
it was inaugurated by Viceroy Lord Dufferin

The Daly College is affiliated to the Central Board of Secondary
Educati on, New Del hi and trains students to appear for the Al India
Secondary and Senior Secondary School Certificate Exam nations under
the 10+2 schene.

The Daly Col | ege has produced emi nent persons who made a mark in
different wal ks of life.

Brahm Prakash designed the Stanp and the First Day Cover. Al ka Sharnma
designed the pictorial first day postmark. Brochure containing wite-up
and technical data was issued on the occasion. The First Day Cover and
the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each. Security Printing Press,
Hyderabad printed the stamp by wet offset in the quantity of 0.4
mllion.

For an illustrated |list of stanps in 2007, please visit
http: //ww. st anpsofindi a. conf | i sts/stanps/2007st anps. ht m

W LSON COLLEGE

I ndia Post rel eased a postage stanp to comenorate 175 years of the
W1 son Coll ege, Munbai on Decenber 11, 2007 in the denom nation of Rs
5.

Rev Dr. John W/ son, our founder, established the Anbroli English
School in 1832 and subsequently added to it the college division in



1836. Dr. WIlson was a | earned schol ar and a pioneering

educational i st, whose contributions to the intellectual and social life
of 19th century India were historically and socially significant of
Scottish descent. He had made it his |life's anbition and vocation to
spread the |light of education to the people of India. In the year
2000, Dr. John W/l son was given his place as one of the seven ‘ Foundi ng
Fat hers of nodern Bonbay (Munbai)’, by the Departnent of Archives,
Gover nent of Maharashtra.

The Col | ege has produced a Prine Mnister, 3 Bharat Ratnas, 8 Vice
Chancellors, 5L L DS, the last one being a record in itself.

Bharati M rchandani designed the Stanp. Al ka Sharna designed the First
Day Cover and the pictorial first day postmark. Brochure containing
wite-up and technical data was issued on the occasion. The First Day
Cover and the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each. India Security Press,
Nasi k printed the stanp by photogravure in the quantity of 0.4 mllion.

For an illustrated |list of stanps in 2007, please visit
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. com | i sts/stanps/2007st anps. ht m

NEW POSTAL STATI ONERY

Fol | owi ng Meghdoot post cards with adverti senent were recently
rel eased:

Earthquake Don't Kill, English

Eart hquake Don't Kill, Hi ndi

Eart hquake Resi stant House, English

Eart hquake Resi stant House, Hi ndi

Save Lives in Disasters, English

Save Lives in Disasters, Hindi

Experience of Seniors & Power of Youth, H ndi

The grand total till date is now 491, with 215 added in 2007 al one.

The conplete illustrated |ist of Meghdoot Post Card is available at:
http: //wwv. st anpsofi ndi a. com | i st s/ meghdoot. ht m

For an illustrated list of all kinds of Postcards in 2007, visit
http://stanpsofindia.com |ists/2007PC. htm

For an illustrated list of all kinds of Envel opes in 2007, visit
http://stanpsofindia.com |ists/2007EN. ht m

For an illustrated |list of Aerogranme & Inland Letter in 2007, visit
http://stanmpsofindia.conflists/20071LC. htm

RECENT SPECI AL POSTMARKS & COVERS

Dec 5-8: Thiruanant hapuram Kerala State Philatelic Exhibition 4 covers
Dec 8: New Del hi, Maulana Azad Institute of Dental Sciences 25 Years

For an illustrated Iist of Special Postnmarks & Covers in 2007, visit
http://ww. st anpsofindi a.com |ists/pnk/2007pm ht m




For an illustrated Ilist of Army Postal Service Issues in 2007, visit
http://stanmpsofindia.conilists/pnk/aps/2007aps. ht m

NEW STAMP BOOKLETS
International Collector’s Society of Rare Itens released 3 stanp
bookl ets at recently concluded philatelic exhibition at Pune.

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

Jan 2-6: Chennai, |INPEX India National Philatelic Exhibition
Venue: Rani Meyyanmai & Rajah Mut hiah AC Halls, Egnore

Jan 25-28: Chandigarh, Punjab State Philatelic Exhibition

For a list of exhibitions in 2007, please visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com i nf obase/ event s2007. ht m

MEETI NGS

The schedul e of neetings of the philatelic organizations in lIndiais
avail abl e at http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. conli nf obase/ cl ubneet. ht m
ADVERT| SEMENTS

Pl ease visit http://ww.stanpsofindi a.conf ot her/ sitegui de/ x16. ht m f or
tariff and terns

WANTED M ni ature Sheets of India
Cont act RAMAWIAR B JAIN, Mbobile: 093777 66365

STAMP QUI ZZES by Anil Dhir, 224 pages, 2007 edition, contains over 1500
guesti ons and answers. Conprehensive & detailed with qui zzes on Cenera
Philately, India, Indian States, USA, Britain, Australia & New Zeal and
Must for all Philatelists & stanp clubs, Rs 300 post free in India.
US$20+ actual postage el sewhere, ANIL DHI R anil dhir2k5@ot mail . com

WANTED | ndi a Stanp Bookl ets of King Edward VII, King George V & VI,
Unexpl oded, exploded, and in all conditions,
Cont act MADHUKAR DECGAWANKA deogawanka@atyam net.in

VI EWS & OPI NI ONS

READERS FORUM
<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inmportant to us as it hel ps evolve the
newsl etter. Please send us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

K K M GLAN

Thanks for the information on special packs. It is brought out that
sone of the packs are very expensive. Like pack of Int’'l year of

Di sabled is costing Rs. 50 & it contains only First Dar cover of Rs 7 &
i nfornmati on sheet of Rs 2. | think, there has to be justification for
the price.

FEATURES & RESOURCES

H STORY OF POSTAL COVMUNI CATIONS IN I NDI A, PART 7
By Sangeeta Deogawanka

Part 7 — MEDI EVAL | NDIA (1030 — 1757 AD)



Structure of the postal systens in Mighal period

Wth the advent of the Miughals, cane a turning point in the history of
I ndi an postal conmunications. For, this was the period, when the
foundati ons of a unified comunication systemwere laid. It is no
wonder that Arabic and Persian travelling historians attributed the
establ i shnent of a postal systemto the Miughal period, in particular
the adm nistrati on of Babar, Akbar and Sher Shah Suri. However, Sher
Shah, whose reign was parallel to that of Humayun, deserves speci al
mention. His [andmark contributions to the evol ution of postal system
in India, were further boosted by the speedy devel opnent of roads and
admnistrative reforns effected by him

It is evident therefore, that the genesis of the Inperial Post lay in
the Central Postal Departnent established during the Mighal period.
However, the Inperial systemis w dely and erroneously believed to be
the precursor of the nodern postal system as it was only under the
colonial rule that the entire country was brought under one unbrella
postal structure.

The aut hor wi shes to re-exam ne this perception, in the follow ng
chapter(s), reasoning how the uniform postal reforns and organi zati ona
structuring evol ved during the Miughal period, becane the bedrock of the
ensui ng postal system At the same tinme, existed the parallel posta
practices in neighbouring ki ngdoms and emergi ng European trade centres,
al beit, in an enbryonic stage. These fused with the Miugha

conmuni cati on and adninistrative approach to formthe basis of a
subsequent I nperial system

Thus a milestone was erected with the uniformty of postal nethods and
routes evolved during the Miughal period, with the establishnment of
provi nces (sarkars) and districts (parganas) right up to the Deccan in
Sout hern India, and centralized operations with a separate posta

adm ni stration.

Under Sher Shah Suri (1540-1545)

The Suri dynasty of the Pashtuns from Northern India nay have been an
aberration of the Mughal period, but proved to be a boon for the posta
history of medieval India . In the short span of a 5-year rule (1540-
1545), Sher Shah Suri established the foundations of a mounted post or
horse courier system wherein conveyance of |etters was al so extended
to traders. This is the first known record of the Postal systemof a
ki ngdom bei ng used for non-State purposes, i.e. for trade and business
conmuni cati on. Sher Shah’s administrative reforms were so well
integrated with the postal system that it rightly earned the place of
the first officially recorded nounted post in India .

H's multi-front crusade began with building 3000 m|es of conmmunication
network, conplete with milestones, connecting the capital, Agra with
outlying areas. Sher Shah is also credited with establishing the
principal |ine of comunication, the Gand Trunk Road or Sadak-e-Azam,
whi ch has been rigorously used down the centuries. It ran from

Sonar gaon (now Upazila in Bangl adesh) through Agra, Del hi and Lahore to
Mulatn in Sind (present Pakistan ). Feeder routes from Agra to various
parts of North India also spruced up conmunication, and will find
nmention in further articles. One road ran from Attock to Cacca,, a
second route from Agra to Mandu was extended to Burhanpur on Tapti



river, a third route fromAgra went up to Chittor fort, while a fourth
went on to Jodhpur and Ajnmer linking up with the seaports of Gujrat. A
new road between Miultan and Lahore completed the North-Eastern |ink.

The existing dak runner systemwas revanped, with two horse couriers
stationed at every 2 mle-distance for speedy conveyance of officia
and trade correspondence. A total of 1700 post houses with 3400 posta
nmessengers have been recorded.

The serai s(inns)and dak chawki s(post-houses) dotting the route were
overhaul ed to serve the needs of H ndus and Muslins alike. Serais were
nore in the nature of inns, serving traders, travellers and officers of
t he governnment. The dak chawkis served as transitory points for
changi ng post-horses. The author believes that often these serais
doubl ed up as dak chaukis. These serais were maintained fromthe | and
revenue coll ected by dak enpl oyees fromthe nei gbouring areas, and were
sel f - sust ai ni ng.

A porter cum chawki daar, stationed at each of the post houses, attended
to the post-horses and oxen of travellers as well as the needs of post-
nmessengers. A Darogah (Watchnman-in-charge) | ooked after each post-
house. Additionally, there were two tarigh navis or post-house clerks,
who recorded the arrival and departure of the mail carriers. Miils were
carried by mewas and nessengers, who were essentially of tribal origin
or belonged to the | ower castes.

Sher Shah Suri’s reforns devised a practical approach to

admi ni stration, whence the system of provinces was replaced with

Sar kars, Parganas and villages. This was adopted by the subsequent
Mughal and British col onial adninistration. The enmpire was divided into
47 provinces, called Sarkars (19 in Bengal). Each Sarkar was further
divided into smaller districts called Parganas. Each Sarkar was managed
by two officers, the Shiqgdar-i-Shiqgdaram (Mlitary Chief) and the

Munsi f -i - Munsi fan, (Chi ef of Justice), who oversaw the work of Pargana
of ficers, namely the Shigdar (admnistrative officer), Amn (revenue
officer), Munsif (judicial officer), Patwari (keeper of |and revenue
records), Chowdhury (I andhol der, next to zam ndar rank) Migaddam
(village headman), Qarqun (accountant), Mushrif (holder of trust) and
Khazaanchi (treasurer). Wiile the Fautedar maintained property records
in both, Persian and Hindi, the Qanoongo in each Sarkar supervised the
samne.

The officers were transferred every two or three years to prevent

m suse of office, which was an innovation in that epoch of time. It
maybe noted that the postal systemwas still not open to genera
public, though one cones across references to mal practices involving
covert transm ssion of nmessages, besides transactions involving |and.
This is probably the reason that the practice of transferring officers
was adopt ed.

A geneal ogi cal study of present use of these titles indicate the

ant ecedence of the afore-nmentioned adm nistrative officers of this
peri od. However, the author is intrigued by the preval ence of Kanungos
and Shi kdars solely in the Eastern provinces of Bengal and Oissa,
whil e Fotedars being confined to the Kashnmiri Pandits with a
bureaucratic |ineage, the Patwaris to Rajsthan. Wereas the

adm ni strative systemwas uniformthroughout the empire fromgreater



Bengal (i ncluding present Bangladesh) in the East to the Sind in North-
West. Then why is there a regional proclivity in |lineage patterns?

Abol i shrent of taxes that were a barrier to free trade, brought about
devel opnent of trade. Introduction of the Rupayya or rupee coin in

pl ace of “Tanka” and “Jeetal” and the system of customduties, gave a
fillip to trade and conmerce. The consequential increase in business
correspondence was facilitated by the | arge network of roads built
during the reign of Sher Shah Suri. The revenue and agricul tura
reforms of this period will also be of interest to the students of
fiscal history

Though military intelligence continued the use of spying as a tool,
mlitary matters were however isolated frompolitical and social issues
of the enpire. The sanme serais that served as post-houses, also served
as centres of local intelligence gathering, However, were the
conveyance of mails and mlitary intelligence network operations

mut ual |y exhaustive?

As a great postal administrator, Sher Shah established a self-
sustai ni ng postal system The entire postal system was under
supervision of the Darogah-1-Dak and the the Darogah-I-Dak Chawki,
Superi nt endent of Postal Department. He served al so as Director of
Post - Houses, receiving the adm nistrative di spatches for conveyance to
the ruler. The departnment of correspondence was overseen by the Dewan-
i -1sha who issued letters and royal firnaans, forwardi ng the same for
transm ssion to the Darogah-1-Dak Chawki. These inperial firmans and
correspondence were served by Mr Minshis, the Head C erks.

Not es:

1. The ‘ Mughal Period denotes the period (early 16th to md 19th
century A.D.) of supremacy of the Mughal rulers in India,
notw t hst andi ng the occasi onal defeat and det hroning of any ruler.

2. The reign of Sher Shah Suri, who wasn’t a Miughal but an Afghan,
corresponds to this period of history, and has been dealt by the author
apropos to Miughal period, given that his contributions to the posta
systemfall within the purview of the Mughal time-period.

Indian Laws Rel evant to Philately

http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com i nf obase/ | aws. ht m

Report Cyber Crime & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately

htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. coml i nf obase/ cybercrine. ht m

NEWSSCAN

<W invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and posta
matters, fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion
her e>

ADM NI STRI VI A

‘Stanmps of India Collectors Conmpanion’ is published by Madhukar Jhi ngan
nj hi ngan@ahoo. com for ‘ Stanps of India, 49-D, BG5, PaschimVihar

New Del hi 110063. Phone: +91-11-25281578, Mbbile: +91-9350537037

Subj ect to Del hi Jurisdiction




Awar ds Received: Silver Medal with the ‘Felicitations of the Jury' at
‘BELG CA 2001' World Philatelic Exhibition, Brussels, June 9-17, 2001

‘Stanmps of India does not rent, sell, or otherw se share your e-mail
address with any third-party.

Qur now fanous Di scl ai mer!
http: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conl si t egui de/ w04. ht m

STAVMPS OF I NDI A al so publishes:

STAMPS OF I NDI A http://ww. stanpsofindi a.com
The Hub Site of Indian Philately

PRI NCELY STATES REPORT http://ww. princel ystates.com
Journal of Indian States History, Philately & Num snatics

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://ww. st anpsoni ndi a. com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics

| NDI AN POSTAL GUI DE 1869

The first issue of the official postal guide, reprinted by Stanps of
I ndi a 2004, 236 pages, hardbound, enlarged fromoriginal octavo to A4
size, limted edition, Special price — Rs 2750, Credit cards & PayPal
accepted, visit http://ww. stanpsofindi a. com shop/ bookshop. ht m
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