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The nonth of Decenber 2007 nay see the issue of alnpst a stanmp a day.
However we believe the collecting community will prefer a nore bal anced
i ssue pl an.

The periods of fami ne and floods in respect of new issues are now
annual occurrence.

The Program of |ssue for next year is delayed as usual

I ndia Post continues to nmiss out on some inportant and interesting
occasi ons such as Scout Centenary in 2007.

This year has introduced | ong delays in supplies to philatelic bureaus
all over country where the new i ssues are usually not available on the
i ssue date.

Looking at this situation regardi ng new i ssues of conmmenoratives, one
can imagi ne the situation of definitives and postal stationery.

Several other philatelic activities of India Post are either not taking
pl ace or bei ng conducted without rmuch care.

We believe all stake holders in Indian philatelic industry, posta
officials, designers, printers, stanp collectors, stanmp dealers, and
philatelic nedia definitely deserve a better state of affairs.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.



- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Muinak
Kat hi ara, Ashok Kumar Tiwary, and Suraj Jaitly,

We invite your inputs, please email to witeback@tanpsofindi a.com

If you've found this newsletter useful, recommend it to a friend.
Better still, forward a copy of this issue. Also, please nention this
newsl etter when contacting other philatelists.

Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shal | reinburse the costs incurred on images, philatelic itenms issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.

Pl ease send your queries in detail (inmages welcone) on all matters
related to Philately and Postal Hi story of India and Indian States. W
will attenpt to find an answer for you

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
FORTHCOM NG STAMP | SSUES
Dec 3: Int'l Day of Disabled Persons

New i ssues along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet, at
Rs 2 each, are put on sale on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post O fices
including all Philatelic Bureaus and Philatelic Counters in India.

For an illustrated Iist of stanps in 2007, please visit

http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. conf | ists/stanps/2007st anps. ht m

NEW STAMPS RELEASED

Prati bha Devisingh Patil, the President of India, released a set of 4
stanps and a miniature sheet on renewabl e energy to mark the Silver
Jubilee of the Mnistry of New and Renewabl e Energy on Novenber 22,
2007 at New Del hi. The stanps in the denonm nation of Rs 5 each depict
Sol ar Energy, Wnd energy, Small Hydropower, and Bi omass Energy.

Sankha Sanmant a desi gned the Stanps and the First Day Cover. Al ka Sharna
designed the pictorial first day postmark. Brochure containing wite-up
and technical data was issued on the occasion. The First Day Cover and
the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each. India Security Press, Nasik
printed the stanp by photogravure in the quantity of 0.8 mllion. The
mniature sheet is printed in the quantity of 0.2 nillion

For an illustrated |ist of stanps in 2007, please visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com | i sts/stanps/2007st anps. ht m

FI RST BATTALI ON 4™ GORKHA RI FLES

I ndi a Post rel eased a postage stanp in the denom nation of Rs 5 to
conmenorate 150 years of the raising of the first battalion of the 4"
CGorkha Rifles on Novenber 27, 2007.

The 33 Extra CGorkha Regiment was raised in 1857 at Pithoragarh. The
first three battalions of Gorkhas were rai sed soon after the war with
Nepal in 1817. It becane the 4th Gorkha R fles of the Bengal Infantry



and after the Coronation Durbar at Del hi, becanme the Prince of Wales
Own 4th CGorkhas. After Indian independence, the designation changed to
t he present one.

It operated in the Lushai hills in 1871, in China in 1900, and in

Eur ope and Mesopotamia during the Great World War (World War |). There
were four battalions of the Reginent during Wrld War |. One of the
battalions formed part of the Chindits under Wngate. The third
battalion fought a fine action at Bilafond La, at heights of nearly
20,000 feet in 1987. Major Jackson in his book on the British Indian
Arny has called Fourth Gorkhas as the nost traveled in the Indian Arny.
The conplete illustrated Iist of Meghdoot Post Card is available at:
http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. com' | i sts/ meghdoot. ht m

For an illustrated |list of all kinds of Postcards in 2007, visit
http://stanmpsofindia.conilists/2007PC. ht m

For an illustrated list of all kinds of Envel opes in 2007, visit
http://stanpsofindia.conilists/2007EN. ht m

For an illustrated |list of Aerogramme & Inland Letter in 2007, visit
http://stanpsofindia.conllists/ 20071 LC. htm

For an illustrated |ist of Special Postnmarks & Covers in 2007, visit
http://ww. st anpsofindi a.com |ists/pnk/2007pm ht m

For an illustrated list of Arnmy Postal Service Issues in 2007, visit
http://stanpsofindi a.conm |ists/pnk/aps/2007aps. ht m

NEW STAMP BOOKLET

North Bengal and Si kki m Regi on of India Post rel eased a stanp bookl et
with the theme 1857: The First War of |ndependence on Novenber 27, 2007
during the Philatelic Festival at Siliguri. Noted philatelist S K

Bi swas has designed this stanp booklet.

AUCTI ON ACTI ON: | NDI A AT SANDAFAYRE AUCTI ON

Auction Sal e #5142 of Sandafayre Ltd is closing on Decenber 4, 2007.
Thi s auction has over 100 lots of some interesting India material. The
entire catalog is online at their website http://ww. sandaf ayre. com

Qur pick is the Lot #6817 that is described in the catal og as foll ows:
1866 TO 1984 OFFI Cl ALS - FABULQOUS SPECI ALI STS COLLECTI ON bursting with
stanps, shades, sets, nultiples, flaws and varieties, unissued,

Speci mens, identified forgeries and so nmuch nmore in a cramred al bum

wi th many sel dom seen stanps starting with superb nmint and used ranges
of "Service" overprints incl. 1866-72 issue with and w thout watermark
to 8a, sone reprints or forged overprints, 1866 Fiscal stanps 2a type
2 nmint and a single type @3, 4a (Cat. £1100), six ¥a used, a superb
array of 1867-73 to 8a mint and used with uni ssued 6a8p (Cat £325),
"OH MS." opts. 1874-82 conplete to 8a mint and used in black with a
m nt bl ock of four 4a, and blue-black ¥a (3) and la used, also 8a pair
opt. "Specinmen", 1883-99 conplete set with 1r shade nint and used,
simlarly the 1900 col our changes, KEVII issues to 1r and 1909 hi gh
val ues with shades to 25r mint and used, KGV 1912-13 to 15r mint and
used to 25r, a fascinating and val uabl e group of 1925 surcharges with
KEVI| 2r on 10r green and carm ne and a bl ock of four of the ordinary



shade both mint, 1912 issue both val ues and sonme doubl e surcharges of
this issue now considered cl andestine, 1926 la on 1¥a forgery, 1926-31
to 10r mint, KGVI, 1948 Gandhi 1%a mint and used with a 12a forged
overprint, very strong range of later issues with interesting 1971

Ref ugee Relief issue with [ocal overprints and handst anps etc;
general |y good condition with the very nodern fine to very fine, a
SPECTACULAR | ot whi ch woul d take years to accunul ate (approx 800
stanps) Esti mate Range : £4000 - 5000

htt p: // ww. sandaf ayr e. conf webaucti on/ aucti on. asp?Mde=11&Par am=42217019

GAURAV DALAL |'S NO MORE

Gaurav Dal al one of the nost active philatelists from Ahnmedabad died on
November 25, 2007. He was 42. He felt chest pain and drove to the
hospital and died there due to a massive heart attack. In his untinely
death Indian philately | ost a devoted philatelist.

He was very friendly in nature. He was quite involved with the issue
and pronotion of special covers and postmarks. He will be m ssed by
friends and fanmly

30TH ASI AN PACI FI C POSTAL UNI ON, EXECUTI VE COUNCI L MEETI NG

A Raja, Mnister of Communications and Information Technol ogy

i naugurated the 30th Asian Pacific Postal Union, Executive Counci
(APPU-EC) Meeting at New Del hi on Novenmber 27, 2007. More than 150
foreign del egates from 29 countries are participating in the five day
Meeting from Novermber 27 to Decenber 1, 2007 with an aimto exchange
views and discuss matters of nutual interest so as to strengthen co-
operation anongst postal adm nistrations and postal service providers
in the Asia-Pacific region.

This is the third time India Post is hosting an APPU-EC neeting. India
Post earlier hosted this neeting in the years 1980 and 1992. The APPU
is an inter-governnental organization of 30 postal adm nistrations of
the countries of Asian-Pacific region founded in the year 1962. India
became a nmenber in the year 1973. APPU is affiliated to the Universa
Postal Union, which is a specialized agency of the United Nations. The
purpose of the APPU is to extend, facilitate and inprove posta

rel ati ons between nenber countries and to pronpte cooperation in the
field of postal services.

FRANCHI SI NG OF SERVI CES OF POST OFFI CE

Dr. Shakeel Ahmad, Mnister of State for Mnistry of Comrunications and
I nformati on Technol ogy gave the followi ng information in the Rajya
Sabha (Upper House of Indian Parlianent) on Novenmber 22, 2007 in a
witten reply to a question by Supriya Sule.

Depart nent of Posts has not decided to franchise its services to
private players. The scheme of Franchisee Qutlets [aunched by the
Depart ment and operated through individual Franchisees, in specified
urban areas, ains at creating additional points of access to the posta
networ k and provi des counter services |like sale of stanps and
stationery, booking of registered/ Speed Post articles, collection of
bill paynents, booking of noney orders, etc. The Franchisee outlets are
functioning like extension counters of Departnental Post O fices and
after booking of articles, collection of paynents of bills from public,
the sane are sent to the |inked departnental post office for further



transm ssion, etc. The delivery and transm ssion of nmails and savi ngs
bank work (other than cheque collection) etc. has not been franchi sed.

At present 13 Franchisee Qutlets are functioning in Maharashtra State.

Franchi see Schene has been | aunched only in specified urban | ocations.
The schenme has not been | aunched in rural areas. There is no proposa
to open Franchisee Qutlets in rural areas.

MODERNI SATI ON OF POSTAL DEPARTNMENT

Dr Shakeel Ahnad, Mnister of State for Mnistry of Comunications and
I nformati on Technol ogy gave the following information in the Lok Sabha
(Lower House of Indian Parlianment) on Novenmber 26, 2007 in a witten
reply to a question by Kashiram Rana and Sangeeta Kumari Singh Deo.

In the Eleventh Plan the Departnent of Posts has subnmitted a proposa
to the Planning Comm ssion for conputerization of 17598 Departnenta
Post O fices and 64,000 Branch Post O fices and network al
conputeri zed of fices; provide Automatic Mail Processing Centres;
Provi de Renotely managed Franki ng Machi nes and Cash Counting Machi nes
and provi de anywhere anytinme banki ng.

Fol | owi ng steps have been taken by the Department to enhance the
revenue earning ability of the organization: Business Devel opment and
Marketing Directorate has been set up in the Departnment of Posts. It
ai ns at devel opi ng new products and services and ains to nake

Depart nent of Posts a custoner oriented organi zation with business
approach; A nunber of business products |ike Speed Post, Express Parce
Post and Busi ness Post have been introduced; Value additions |ike
collection fromcustomer prenises, credit facility, volume based

di scounts, door to door delivery, online track and trace system pre-
mai |l i ng services etc. have been introduced; Retail network of the
Depart ment of Post has been | everaged for providing new services and
generating additional revenue and The departnent has taken initiatives
to work out various business alliances and partnership with public and
private corporations for |leveraging the postal network in rural as well
as urban areas.

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

Nov 27-28: Philately Festival, Siligur

North Bengal and Si kki m Regi on of India Post organi zed stanp design
contest, semnar, workshop, and a mini stanmp exhibition during the
Philatelic Festival at the Ramkinkar Hall, Siliguri. Over 200 students
fromvarious schools took part in the conpetitions.

Nov 30-Dec 2: Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh State Philatelic Exhibition
Sales Stalls: Rs 2500
Contact: Pankaj Tyagi, Mobile 0 93352 41900

Nov 30-Dec 2: New Del hi, Coins & Banknotes
Contact: Goga Jain, Mbile 93123 18401

Nov 30-Dec 2: Pal akkad, PH LA CO NEX
Venue: Town Hal |l Annex
Cont act: K A Radharishnan, Tel 0492-2284701, 2284480



Dec 5-8: Thiruvananthapuram Kerala State Philatelic Exhibition
Venue: Kanakakunnu Pal ace

Sales Stalls: Rs 3000

Contact: The Secretary kerapex2007@nuail.com Mobile 0 94955 49431

Dec 7-9: Pune, STAMPEX

Venue: Sonal Hall, 19 Karve Road, Next to Rasa Shal a,

Sales Stalls: Rs 4000, Two tables & two chairs. Breakfast & Lunch for
two persons included. Last date booki ng: Novenber 30, 2007.

Contact: Rajendra Shah, Secretary |ICSRI, (020) 24477660, 09890117252

For a list of exhibitions in 2007, please visit
htt p: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. coml i nf obase/ event s2007. ht m

VEETI NGS

The schedul e of neetings of the philatelic organizations inIndiais
avai |l abl e at http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com i nf obase/ cl ubneet . ht m

THE CALENDAR OF WORLDW DE PHI LATELI C AUCTI ONS

The Cal endar for Decenmber 2007 has been updated and is now avail abl e at
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com i nf obase/ 2aucti ons. ht m

This information is provided by special arrangement with Charles E
Cwi akal a and updates to this information are available at their

conpr ehensi ve Wbsite ww. cwi akal a. com

ADVERT| SEMENTS

Pl ease visit http://ww.stanpsofindi a.conf ot her/sitegui de/ x16. ht m f or
tariff and terns

FOR SALE | ndia 1947-2006 Conplete in blocks of 4, Commenoratives,
Definitives, Arny Overprints, Service EXCEPT Gandhi Service, Un-nounted
M nt, Unique opportunity to acquire at a very Special Price Rs 280, 000
Cont act RAMAWIAR B JAI N, Mobile: 093777 66365

STAMP QUI ZZES by Anil Dhir, 224 pages, 2007 edition, contains over 1500
guestions and answers. Conprehensive & detailed with quizzes on CGenera
Philately, India, Indian States, USA, Britain, Australia & New Zeal and
Must for all Philatelists & stanp clubs, Rs 300 post free in India.
US$20+ actual postage el sewhere, ANIL DH R anil dhi r2k5@ot mai | . com

Get Listed for Free in ITS COLLECTORS DI RECTORY Downl oad form now for
listing > http://ww. stanpsofindia.confother/listing.pdf and
advertising > http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. coni ot her/adverti se. pdf

WANTED | ndi a Stanp Bookl ets of King Edward VII1, King George V & VI,
Unexpl oded, exploded, and in all conditions,
Cont act MADHUKAR DECGAWANKA deogawanka@atyam net.in

VI EWS & CPI NI ONS

READERS FORUM

<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inmportant to us as it hel ps evolve the
newsl etter. Please send us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

ABNASH S LUTHRA, Chandi garh



Long ago India Post (then P & T Departnment) used to supply across their
counters all over India the nuch needed Airmail |abels for foreign mai
usage. It has since been stopped for reasons best known to the
department. The post offices were giving away a few | abel s wi t hout
charge to the public and were charging a nom nal price frombul k users.
I will be very pleased to see these |abels reintroduced by India Post.

FEATURES & RESOURCES

Indian Laws Rel evant to Philately
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com i nf obase/ | aws. ht m

Report Cyber Crime & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
htt p: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. coml i nf obase/ cybercrine. ht m

NEWSSCAN

<W invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and posta
matters, fromother print and electronic publications, for inclusion
her e>

ADM NI STRI VI A

‘Stanmps of India Collectors Conmpanion’ is published by Madhukar Jhi ngan
nj hi ngan@ahoo. com for ‘ Stanps of India, 49-D, BG5, PaschimVihar

New Del hi 110063. Phone: +91-11-25281578, Mbbile: +91-9350537037

Subj ect to Del hi Jurisdiction

Awar ds Received: Silver Medal with the ‘Felicitations of the Jury’ at
‘BELG CA 2001 World Philatelic Exhibition, Brussels, June 9-17, 2001

‘Stanmps of India’ does not rent, sell, or otherwi se share your e-nai
address with any third-party.

Qur now fanous Di scl ai mer!
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com sit egui de/ w04. ht m

STAMPS OF I NDI A al so publi shes:

STAMPS OF I NDI A http://ww. st anpsofindi a. com
The Hub Site of Indian Philately

PRI NCELY STATES REPORT http://ww. princel ystates. com
Journal of Indian States History, Philately & Num smatics

STAVMPS ON I NDI A http://ww. st anpsoni ndi a. com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics

| NDI AN POSTAL GUI DE 1869

The first issue of the official postal guide, reprinted by Stanps of

I ndi a 2004, 236 pages, hardbound, enlarged fromoriginal octavo to A4
size, limted edition, Special price — Rs 2750, Credit cards & PayPa
accepted, visit http://ww. st anpsofindi a. coml shop/ bookshop. ht m

© Copyright 2007, Stanmps of India, New Delhi. Al rights reserved.
For reproduci ng content from Stanmps of India publications please ask
t he publisher for perm ssion stating exactly what you would like to
use, and for what purpose, before using the sane.



