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Hi

When we were growing-up it was conmon to find notices in the cafes that
said ‘Don’t discuss religion and politics here’. W think it was a sound
advice then and is still relevant now as well.

This issue’'s lead story regarding the British Christmas stanps proves
t he above as the stanmps unintentionally offended religious sentinents of
many people and were perhaps politically not correct.

India has a strong tradition of religious tolerance and a secul ar form
of governnent. Hi ndus recognize God in many forms and the prophets from
other religions are also revered and recogni zed as mani festation of the
di vine, though not as the singular incarnation of God worshipped by a
particul ar religion

Wth a sense of Déja vu we recall that Vatican's Christms 1963 set
depicted an Indian nativity scene but perhaps the absence of
i nst ant aneous news di ssemni nation did not cause a furor then

We believe that the postal adm nistrations everywhere shoul d be
extrenmely careful while dealing with issues on religious thenes.
Especially as nowadays we live in world with hundreds of TV Channels,
br oadband i nternet connectivity, and constantly buzzing nobil e phones.



And no, we will say absolutely nothing about the “un-issued” Indian
i ssue for 400 Years of Guru Granth Saheb

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.
- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: HP Singh, and
O K Prakash.

We invite your inputs, please email to “witeback at stanpsofindia.cont
If you've found this newsletter useful, recommend it to a friend.
Better still, forward a copy of this issue. Also, please nention this
newsl etter when contacting other philatelists.

Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shal |l reinburse the costs incurred on images, philatelic items issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.

Pl ease send your queries in detail (images welcone) on all matters
related to Philately and Postal Hi story of India and Indian States. W
will attenpt to find an answer for you

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE CONTROVERSI AL BRI Tl SH CHRI STMAS STAMPS

The objections and protests by the H ndu Forumof Britain, an unbrella
organi zation of the 260 Hi ndu organi zations in the UK forced Royal Mail
to apol ogize to the Hindu Cormunity and later to partially w thdraw one
of the stanps fromthe set of six.

The 68p stanp depicts Madonna and Child, a 17'" century painting from
India of the holy famly with St. Anne. The man and woman pictured on
the stanp have H ndu markings on their foreheads but are shown

wor shi pping the infant Jesus. Ranesh Kallidai of the H ndu Forum of
Britain called the issue of the stanp "insensitive and inappropriate."”

The protests started inmedi ately after the stanps were issued on
Novermber 1, 2005. Royal Mail responded by apol ogi zing "for any

uni ntentional offence caused to the H ndu conmunity" but refused to
wi t hdraw the stanps. Royal Miil also said that it would reviewits
procedures to ensure that future inages are screened to avoid

uni ntentional offense to any conmunity in the United Ki ngdom

However the he H ndu Forum was not satisfied and on Novenber 3, 2005
outlined its planned protests over the stanp, including the mass mailing
of letters without stanps to Royal Miil’'s headquarters in London to clog
| ocal post offices.

On Novenber 4, 2005 the Departnment of Trade & Industry and the Roya

Mail held the discussions which resulted in a decision to informthe
Post O fice branches that "the 68 pence Christnmas stanp only be offered
when specifically requested by a customer. The standard default issue
for 68 pence stanps should be the definitive stanp or any other 68 pence
speci al stanp you have in stock. Please note — no further stocks of this
stanp will be issued to branches."

The situation is set to beconme even stickier for the Royal Mil,
however, as it has energed that exception is also likely to be taken to



virtually every stanp in the new set by evangelical Christians. North
Antrim DUP Menber of the Legislative Assenbly Mervyn Storey is one
menber of that faith who has already sent a letter of conplaint. "Each
of the Christnmas issue depicts an i nage of a Madonna and child," he
said. "This in itself is offensive to the many thousands of mai nstream
evangelical Christians in Northern Ireland, but this hurt is exacerbated
by the fact that on each of the stanps the Madonna figure is presented
as having a halo around her head, clearly signifying that she is to be
revered.”While it may not have been the intention of the Royal Mil, the
clear inference to be deducted fromthese stanps is that the birth of
Jesus Christ is a Roman Catholic thing and that the beliefs and feelings
of mai nstream evangelicals is to be afforded | ess respect and
recognition than those of our Roman Catholic neighbors. "Watever the

i ntention behind these stanps, this is an unacceptabl e situation which
know from ny di scussions with others fromw thin the mainstream

evangel ical comunity in Northern Ireland is being viewed as insulting."

Royal Mail (the British Post Ofice) issued a set of 6 special stanps
for Christmas on Novenber 1, 2005. The inmges of the Madonna and Child
for these special stanmps were selected by artist Irene von Treskow,
award wi nni ng designer, illustrator and Anglican priest from European,
Haitian, Italian, Indian, Native Anmerican and Aboriginal Australian
backgrounds. Her idea was to visually depict the Madonna and Child from
all five continents.

De La Rue printed the self-adhesive stanps by gravure in sheets of 50.
The first-class and the second-cl ass stanmp were al so produced in

bookl ets of 12 and of 24 stanps respectively. A souvenir sheet including
all the six stanps with the regular lick and stick gumwas al so i ssued.

The stanp for the donmestic second-class (21p) rate i s non-denom nat ed.
It is inscribed "2"" and features a Black Madonna and Child painting by
an unknown artist fromthe Haitian culture.

The stanp for the donmestic first-class (30p) rate is al so non-

denomi nated. It is inscribed "1%" and depicts Madonna and Child, a
pai nting by Marianne Stokes. Stokes born in 1855 in Southern Austria,
pai nted the Madonna and Child around 1907-08 in Ragusa, ltaly.

The 42p stanp for the European basic rate up to 20 grans, shows The
Virgin Mary Wth the Infant Christ, a European school color |ithograph
fromcirca 1900

The 60p denom nation for the European airmail rate up to 40 grans,

pi ctures Choctow Virgin Mdither and Child. John B Guliani, a Catholic
priest, painted this imge of the Mother and Child as Choctaw Indians in
1995.

Illustrated on the 68p stanp for the airnmail basic letter rate to the
rest of the world up to 20 grans is a Miughal painting fromlndia dated
fromcirca 1620 to 1630. This painting, Madonna and | nfant Jesus,

bel ongs to the collection of the Chhatrapati Shivaji Mharaj Vastu
Sangr ahal aya (fornerly the Prince of WAl es Miuseun) in Minbai.

The £1.12 value of the set for the airnail rate up to 40 grans for the
rest of the world reproduces Cone Let Us Adore Hm a painting in

col ored sand by Dianne Tchunut and fromthe Merrepen Arts Aborigi na
Cor poration of Northern Australi a.



Royal Mail has been issuing Christnmas stanps annually since 1966, but it
has been six years since Royal Ml issued a set of Christmas stanps
with a religious theme. Royal Mail announced that it plans to issue
nonreligious and religious Christmas stanps in alternate years.
FORTHCOM NG STAMP | SSUES

Nov 14: Children's Day, Rs 5

Nov 14: Children's Film Society, Rs 5

Nov 16: Punjab, Haryana & Del hi Chanber of Commerce & Industry, Rs 5
Nov 17: World Summit on the Information Society, Rs 5

Nov 19: Kol kata Police Comm ssionerate, Rs 5

Nov 22: Jawaharlal Darda, Rs 5

These issues along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet,
at Rs 2 each, shall be available on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post
Ofices including all Philatelic Bureaus and Counters in the country.

For an illustrated |ist of stanps in 2005, please visit
http://ww. stanpsofindia.conflists/2005stanps. htm

NEW MEGHDOOT POSTCARDS
Fol | owi ng Meghdoot post cards with adverti senent were recently rel eased:

Primary Health Centres - |nmunization Program in Hindi

National Rural Health Mssion (NRHV) — Healthy Family ---, in Hindi
NRHM — Timely | nmmuni zation, in Hi ndi

NRHM — Keep Mosquitoes & Malaria away, in H ndi & English

NRHM — Breastfeed baby for 6 nonths, in Hi ndi

NRHM — Save the Grl Child, in Hndi & English

NRHM — Al ways Consume |odized Salt, in H ndi & English

NRHM — Cataract Extraction with intraocular lens (1QL), in Hindi
NRHM — The Best way to prevent the spread of TB, in English

NRHM — HI'V AIDS Prevention is better than cure, in Hindi & English

The conplete illustrated |ist of Meghdoot Post Card is avail able at:
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf st anps/ neghdoot . ht m

NEW STAMP BOCKLETS

Sep 17: Mount Khangchendzonga, Rs 70, Gangtok
Sep 21: 150 Years of India Post, Rs 50, Siliguri
Cct 2: Mahatma Gandhi 1, Rs 60, Ahnmadabad

Cct 2: Mahatma Gandhi 2, Rs 60, Ahnadabad

Oct 2: Mahat ma Gandhi 3, Rs 60, Ahnadabad

Cct 2: Mahatna Gandhi 4, Rs 60, Ahmadabad

Cct 30: Letter Boxes, Rs 50, Kurseong

Oct 31: Sardar Patel, Rs 75, Ahnadabad

For an illustrated |ist of Stanp Booklets, please visit

http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com | i sts/2005sh. htm

RECENT SPECI AL POSTMARKS & COVERS

Nov 4: Thiruvanant hapuram Central Railway Station Platinum Jubilee
Nov 14-27: New Del hi, 25'"" India International Trade Fair

For an illustrated |ist of special postmarks and covers in 2005, please
visit http://ww.stanpsofindi a. conf st anps/ 2005pm ht m

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS




Cct 28-30: Kurseong, 3 covers

VAJRA PHI LEX

Li eutenant General Mandhata Singh, General O ficer Conmmanding 11 'Vajra'
Cor ps, inaugurated the exhibition on Novenber 7, 2005. The exhibition
was well organi zed by the Arny Postal Service at Jal andhar Cantonnent.
Exhi bits fromarny personnel and nenbers of Anritsar Philatelic O ub,
Ludhi ana Philatelic Cub and Jal andhar Philatelic Cub were on display.
Each and every partici pant was honored with nenento and gift along with
a certificate of participation. Alot of children fromarny schools
visited this show No cover was rel eased during this exhibition.

Nov 12-23: Jeypore, KORPEX Koraput District |evel
Nov 13-14: Ludhi ana, LUPEX

Venue: Li ons Bhawan, Udham Si ngh Nagar
Contact: Dr S K Sondhi sksondhi 1@ify. com 09815657647

Nov 16-17: Irinjalakuda, IPEX District |evel
Venue: Muinicipal Town Hall, Irinjalakuda (Trichur District)

Nov 17-19: New Del hi, Delhi East District |evel
Venue: Arwachin Bharti Bhavan Seni or Secondary School, Vivek Vihar
Contact: Pul ak Gupta 098680 92984

Nov 26-27: Muzaffarpur, district |evel
Cont act: Shyam Surekha 0 98354 69903
Leprosy Lichi

Dec 6-8: Janmshedpur, district |evel REVI SED DATES
Venue: Tul si Bhawan, Bi stupur

Contact: Ashok Tiwary 0 93346 17581

Dec: Jammu, Army Postal Service

Dec: Puri, district |evel

Dec 15-16: Kol kata, Deal ers Bourse
Venue: Swar bhum The Hernitage Pl aza
Contact: Kal yan Negal knegal @snl.net, Arun Bhattacharya 0 98304 12286

Dec 17-19: Kol kata, State Level, NEW DATES
Venue: Rangnunch, Swarbhum The Hernmitage Pl aza
Cont act: Madhukar Deogawanka, 0 98311 51219

2006
Jan 14-15: Chandigarh, district |evel

Jan: Sanbal pur, district |evel

Jan: Kol kata, Arny Postal Service
Feb: Hyderabad, Arny Postal Service
Mar: Kanptee, Arny Postal Service

For a list of exhibitions in 2005, please visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conl i nf obase/ events. ht m

VEETI NGS



The schedul e of neetings of the philatelic organizations in Indiais
avai l abl e at http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com i nf obase/ cl ubmeet . ht m

BHUTAN NEW | SSUES

Sep 21: Wrld Peace, Set of 6 se-tenant Stanps in Sheetlet, 10 NU each,
2005: Bridges of Bhutan, Set of 6 se-tenant Stamps in Sheetlet, 10 NU x3
and 20 NU x 3,

FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS

The advertising is FREE for the subscribers of the Stamps of India

Col | ectors Conpani on. Send in your ad, today.

Terns: 1. Only one ad at a time froma subscriber will be accepted.

2. Maxinmum 5 Lines, up to 64 characters per |ine.

3. Al ads shall be published at the sole discretion of the editors who
reserve the right to refuse any adverti senent.

4. No correspondence regarding advertising will be entertained.

5. Stanps of India does not endorse any advertiser and can not be held
liable for transactions of any advertiser

Avail able for sale FDCs on Raj Kumar Shukla cancell ed at Bangal ore GPO
Pl ease contact jyotikini @edi ffnail.com

Bhut an exoticas and errors are avail able. A so new i ssues are avail abl e
on 5% 15% conmi ssion. Contact at santanu 333@ahoo.co.in or call 97331
55970

If you are looking for THEMATIC m nt stanps, Souvenir sheets, First Day
Covers, postal stationary, thematic cancellations of the world, wite to
us with your wants/thenes.

A S BANGA, J J Philatelic Centre, jjannol gk@nuil.com New Emai

M 4 Dewan House, Ajay Encl ave, New Del hi-110018

VIEWS & COPI NI ONS

READERS FORUM
<Dear Reader, Your feedback is important to us as it hel ps evolve the
newsl etter. Please send us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

RAVI R VORA, Houston, Texas, USA

Fel |l ow I ndi an Phil ateli sts!

Dear Fri ends:

Ref: Matthew Bennett — HA Harmers Auctions, Switzerland, Nov 17, 2005:
I ndi an Postal History Collection

VWhen | visited some of you in India earlier this year, | |earned that
many of you have a keen interest in participating in significant Indian
philatelic auctions held overseas. However it has been difficult both to
[ earn and receive such catal ogs and al so the general difficulty of
bidding in foreign auctions especially those held outside of England..

| had promised to work with those of you what wanted to avail thensel ves
access to better material fromtime to tine.

As a long termcustoner of Matthew Bennett I|nternational auctions (who
are one of the leading and fastest growi ng public philatelic auction
house in USA with subsidiaries in Switzerland and Hong Kong) | am

pl eased to present to you the encl osed catal og (or you may access it on
their website: www. bennettstanps.comdue to short dead Iine) offering a
superb "Life Tinme Collection of Indian Postal H story" fromone of the
prom nent collectors of India. As you will see the Lots 1261 to 1366, it




has many uni que itenms from | ndi an Postal Hi story (Fanpbus Waghorn to

Bl ock of 8 of 1854 lanna on cover to India PS used in Banra to Germany)
to Mlitary Canpaign (1836 Euphrates Survey Expedition Letter to First
Second and Third Burnese War covers to a correspondence of 31
letters/covers from1884-89 fromBurna to India used in Boer War to
Somali Field Forces, to Aden, Palestine, Turkey etc) to Rare India Used
abroad (Aden, Burma, Dubai, French India, Portuguese India etc). This
collection was built over 40+ years by a pronminent collector and is a
life tinme opportunity.

| encourage you to participate by bidding either directly (Contact M

G na at 410-453-9784) Matthew Bennett Fax: 410-453-9789. Enmil

gdel orenzo@ennet t st anps. com or through one of the agents listed in the
cat al og. Sorme of you have expressed reservations of directly dealing or
bidding in foreign auctions for a variety of reasons and have requested
ny assistance. Wiile | amnot an auction agent, for this auction, | wll
make an exception and offer ny assistance and/or services in bidding on
behal f of some of you who need help. | am happy to cooperate provide you
contact ne inmedi ately upon receipt of this letter to discuss your

requi renents and see how | nmay assist you. You can contact nme directly
at :

Ravi R Vora

Phone: 001-713-683-9355;

FAX: 001-713-960-9204

Emai | : ravi_vora@ahoo. com

| regret that the catal ogs or this announcenent is reaching to you
rather at the last minute. However, once you confirmyou interest, we
will ensure that you get future catalog or info about future sales of
interest to you well in advance.

Wsh you all the best of luck and |I |look forward to hearing from sone of
you. Happy belated Diwali and Sal Mibarak

FEATURES & RESOURCES

Indian Laws Rel evant to Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conl i nf obase/| aws. ht m

Report Cyber Crime & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. con i nf obase/ cybercrinme. htm

ALSO IN THE NEWS

COLLECTORS EXCHANGE STAMPS WORTH M LLI ONS

Bond investor Bill Gross of Newport Beach, California, USA anonynously
purchased the bl ock of four 24-cent 1918 air mmil stanps known as the
Inverted Jenny Block for $2.97 nmillion on October 19, 2005(see this
colum in Issue 244 of Cctober 27, 2005).

He then traded them on Novenber 2, 2005 for the single stanp m ssing

fromhis 300-stanp collection: a small, blue 1-cent stanp bearing the
i mmge of Franklin, printed in 1868, known as "the Z Gill" because of
the waffle-like grill pattern pressed into the back

Gross now has the only conplete collection of 19th-century US stanps.
Charl es Shreve, the stanp deal er and aucti oneer who arranged the
exchange said "Not even the Smithsonian's National Postal Miseumin
Washi ngt on has one of everything."




NEVWSSCAN
<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and electronic publications, for inclusion here>

The Tines of India, Novenber 6, 2005
Now, a stanp for every face!
http://tinmesofindia.indiatinmes.comarticleshow 1285690. cns

ADM NI STRI VI A

‘Stanmps of India Collectors Conmpanion’ is published by Madhukar Jhi ngan
(mj hi ngan at yahoo.con) for ‘Stanps of India, 49-D, BG 5, Paschim

Vi har, New Del hi 110063. Phone: +91-11-25281578, Mobile: +91-9350537037
Subj ect to Del hi Jurisdiction

Awar ds Received: Silver Medal with the ‘Felicitations of the Jury' at
‘BELA CA 2001’ World Philatelic Exhibition, Brussels, June 9-17, 2001

Qur now fanmous Di scl ai mer!
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. cont si t egui de/ w04. ht m

STAMPS OF I NDI A al so publi shes:

STAMPS OF I NDI A http://ww. st anpsofindia.com
The Hub Site of Indian Philately

PRI NCELY STATES REPORT http://ww. princel ystates.com
Journal of Indian States History, Philately & Num snatics

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://ww. st anpsoni ndi a. com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics

| NDI AN POSTAL GUI DE 1869

The first issue of the official postal guide, reprinted by Stanps of
I ndi a 2004, 236 pages, hardbound, enlarged fromoriginal octavo to A4
size, limted edition, Special price — Rs 2750 post paid worl dw de.
Credit cards accepted http://ww. stanpsofindi a.conf 99999. ht m

© Copyright 2005, Stanmps of India, New Delhi. Al rights reserved.

For reproduci ng content from Stanps of India publications please ask the
publisher for permssion stating exactly what you would like to use, and
for what purpose, before using the sane.



