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JHI NGANS JOTTI NGS

Hi

We have upl oaded i mages of all Meghdoot Post Cards issued till date,
thanks to M hir B Dhanda who has provi ded the images.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.
- MBS

Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Press Trust of
I ndia, and Governnent of India' s Press |Information Bureau.

We invite your inputs, please email to “witeback at stampsofindi a.conf
If you've found this newsletter useful, recormend it to a friend.
Better still, forward a copy of this issue. Also, please nention this
newsl etter when contacting other philatelists.

Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shal | reinburse the costs incurred on images, philatelic itenms issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.



Pl ease send your queries in detail (imnmages welcone) on all matters
related to Philately and Postal Hi story of India and Indian States. W
will attenpt to find an answer for you

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMVEMORATI VE USED BEFORE OFFI Cl AL RELEASE

Rakesh Walia, the well known philatelist from Chnadigarh, has found a
used stanp on an envel ope originating fromUtar Pradesh that is not yet
officially issued.

The stanp comrenorating the 50 years of De facto Transfer of French
Settlements in India was originally schedul ed for rel ease on January 26,
2005 but was postponed and the new date of release is not yet announced.

FORTHCOM NG STAMP | SSUES
May 01: Narayan Meghaji Lokhande, Rs5

The issues along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet, at
Rs 2 each, shall be avail able on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post
Ofices including all Philatelic Bureaus and Counters in the country.

For a list of stamps in 2005, please visit

htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. conf st anps/ 2005st anps. ht m

BANDUNG CONFERENCE STAMP RELEASED

The Prinme Mnister of India, Dr Mannpbhan Singh rel eased a Cormenorative
Post age stanp on Bandung Conference 1955 in the denom nation of Rs. 15,
to mark the conpletion of 50 years on april 18, 2005 at New Del hi .

During April 18-24, 1955 the Bandung Conference was convened upon the
invitation of the Prime Mnisters of Burma, Ceylon, India, Indonesia and
Paki stan and was attended by 24 other Asian and African countries.
Bandung Conference was the first neeting of the newy born i ndependent
states of Africa and Asia which gave a clarion call for the independence
of the subjugated people. This conference was collective effort by the
Afro-Asian nations to assert their presence on the world stage thereby
marked the germ nation of ideas of South-South Cooperation.

Bandung, located in Central Java, |ndonesia hosted this conference to
bring together some of the towering personalities of those days who
envi saged a gl obal order based on equality anmpbng nations, territoria
integrity, sovereignty and devel opnent for all. The neo i ndependent
countries participating in that nmeeting firmy believed that another
wor |l d order was not only conceivabl e but al so possible. Thus Bandung
initiated the process of these nations comng together, to renew their
ancient links that had been served under colonialismand to cooperate
t hrough exchange of experts and know how, etc. The Conference was the
forerunner of nmany econonic ideas such as diversification of export
baskets, value addition to exports, intra-regional econom c and
conmercial |inks and exchange of commercial information.

Sankha Samant a desi gned the stanp and the First Day Cover. Al ka Sharma
designed the pictorial first day postmark. Brochure containing wite-up
and technical data was issued on the occasion. The First Day Cover and
the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each. India Security Press printed the
stanmps by Photo Gravure in the quantity of 0.8 million each in the
sheets of 16 stanps.



RECENT SPECI AL POSTMARKS & COVERS

Forthcom ng
Apr 21: New Del hi, Hazira Port
Apr 22: New Del hi, Earth Day

For a list of special postmarks and covers in 2005, please visit
htt p: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf st anps/ 2005pnk. ht m

ARMY POSTAL SERVI CE | SSUES

Apr 17: 3 Battalion Jammu & Kashnir Rifles (Raghunath), 150 Years
Apr 19: 1 Battalion Third Gorkha Rifles, 125'" Battle Honor Day

The list of Arny Postal Service Issues in 2005 is avail able at:
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf st anps/ 2005aps. ht m

NEW PHI LATELI C PRODUCTS FROM RAJASTHAN

The Philatelic Society of Rajasthan released a set of 4 Max cards on 75
years of Dandi March. The cards produced in the quantity of 250 sets are
duly cancelled on the first day of issue and are priced at Rs 44 per
set.

The Philatelic Society of Rajasthan will release a special Inland Letter
Card with Greetings on Mahaveer Jayanti on April 22, 2005 that is the
birth anniversary of Lord Mahaveer. This Inland letter will be sent from

Mahaveerji Trust bearing Meter Franking with Mahaveer Swam Message
wi t hi n Franki ng Design and delivery mark possibly of Shri Mahaveerji
Post O fice. The inland letter is priced at Rs 10 each.

The Philatelic Society of Rajasthan will also rel ease sel f-adhesive
| abel s on April 22, 2005 carrying 'Collect Stanps on Jainism Spread
nmessage of World Peace' slogan. The |labels are priced at Rs 32 for a
sheet .

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS
EXH BI TI ONS & FAI RS
Mar 23-24, Fatehabad, District Level

Apr 16-17, Chennai

Kei ko Nakano, Vice consul, Consul ate General of Japan, inaugurated a two
day exhibition of Japanese postal stanps to comenorate the philatelic
week of Japan. The show was organi zed by Abk Aots Dosokai, Tami| Nadu
centre, an alumi association of Japan trai ned technocrats and
executives, in association with the South India Philatelists

Associ ati on.

Apr 22: Jaipur, Jainism

Apr 23 & 30, Philatelic Exhibition Hall, Anna Road Head Post O fi ce,
Chennai, 10 amto 5.30 pm Entry free,

India Post in association with South India Philatelists' Association is
hol ding a thematic philatelic exhibition that attenpts to highlight the
"Dandi March' and ' Vedaranyam March' through special exhibits. In
addition, it would feature the 50th Railway Week cel ebration and gol den
jubilee celebration of Integral Coach Factory through exhibits on
"Stanps On Railways'. On display would al so be stanps and coi ns issued
by Vatican City to pay tributes to the Pope.



Apr 28-30: Gangtok, Sikkim NEW DATES
May 7-8: Chennai, Stanps & Coins
May 26-28, Mussoorie, Hi mal ayan Adventure Expo

August 11-15: Coi nbatore, South Zone
Contact: The Philatelists Coinbatore, 5 Eleventh Street, Tatabad,
Coi nbatore 641 012

August 12-15: Salem National Level philatelic & Num smatic

Contact: N Vaithiyanathan, Treasurer, Baramahal Philatelic and

Num smati c Associ ation, 16 Gandhi Road, (Opposite Ganesan Hospital),
Sal em 636 007

For a list of exhibitions in 2005, please visit
htt p: //ww. st anpsof i ndi a. conl i nf obase/ event s. ht m

MEETI NGS

May 2: 2 to 4 PM Delhi Philatelists

2214-15, Hardhiyan Singh Road, 2nd Fl oor, Chanana Conpl ex, Karol Bagh,
New Del hi 110005

Cuests are wel cone, please contact: Madhukar Jhi ngan 93505- 37037

The schedul e of neetings of the philatelic organizations is avail able at
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. cont i nf obase/ cl ubneet. ht m

VALUE ADDED TAX

The bi ggest ever change, since |ndependence, in India s tax

adm ni stration took place when the Value Added Tax (VAT) was introduced
on April 1, 2005. The VAT replaces Sales Tax while other taxes |ike
Cctroi, Excise duties, remain as they are. VAT in India only covers
goods and not services for which there is a separate Service Tax. The
VAT, at present replaces only the Local Sales Tax and will eventually
repl ace the Central Sales Tax in 3 years (2008?). Hopefully one day
other taxes will be unified under it.

VAT in India is not inplenented at national |evel but at states and
territories level. At present all states and territories have not

i ntroduced VAT. Haryana was the first state to inplenent the VAT 2 years
ago fromApril 1, 2003. 17 states and territories - Andhara Pradesh,
Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Danan & Diu, Del hi, Goa,
H machal Pradesh, Janmu & Kashmir, Karnataka, Kerala, Mharashtra,
Orissa, Punjab, Sikkim Tripura, and West Bengal inplenmented VAT on
April 1, 2005.

Tam | Nadu is expected to inplenent VAT fromJuly 1, 2005. The date of
i mpl enentation is to be notified in case of Assam Chandi garh, Mani pur,
Meghal aya, M zoram and Nagal and that have agreed in principle to

i mpl ement VAT. Inplenentation status is not known in case of Andaman &
Ni cobar |slands, and Lakshadweep. The followi ng states and territories
are still continuing with Sales Tax — Chattisgarh, CGujarat, Jharkhand,
Madhya Pradesh, Pondicherry, Rajasthan, Uttaranchal and Uttar Pradesh.

Each State and territory that has inplenented VAT has its own Act and
Rul es however it is expected that unlike Sales Tax the rate of tax will
be uniformall over India. The preparedness of the states and
territories in terns of |egal and admi nistrative machinery to inplenment
VAT has been far fromready. Serious questions are being raised by



traders, industry and the experts on how the fundanental principles of
VAT have been underm ned and ad- hoci sm di spl ayed by states and
territories. The chaos and confusion is likely to continue for sone nore
tinme.

The Post O fice is exenpted from VAT on its sale of postal stationery,
that in Karnatka include stanps and greeting cards as well but not the
first day cover and folder (brochures) in Wst Bengal. The | aws do not
nmention philatelic items specifically and are applicable to all sales
except those that are specifically exenpted by a notification. The rate
of VAT for stanps and philatelic products is 12.5 per cent.

The philatelic comunity in India nust make an effort to get the

phil atelic products exenpted fromthe tax |ike books and periodicals as
philately is an educative hobby. On the other hand if that is not a
possibility these should be covered in the 4%tax rate fromthe present
12. 5% si nce paper and nost paper products such as cal endars, diaries,
not ebooks, are covered under this rate.

Meanwhi |l e, the philatelists should obtain VAT paid cash nenpos for their
purchases of First Day Covers fromthe Philatelic Bureaus at Kol kat a,
Siliguri and Port Blair.

The sal es by way of export are generally exenpt from VAT and Centra
Sal es Tax.

I ndian Laws as applicable to Philately are avail abl e at

http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com i nf obase/ | aws. ht m

PHI LATELI C SOCI ETY OF RAJASTHAN

A new Governi ng Body 2005-2006 was el ected on April 9, 2005:

President: A S Mttal, Vice President: P M Bhargava, General Secretary:
Raj esh Paharia, Joint Secretary: Yogesh Bhatnagar, Treasurer: Unmresh
Agarwal , Librarian: Sarvesh Patni, Menbers: Ashok Sharma, Ranesh Khanna,
Jayant Pandya, Bi nod Kasera and N C Bhandari

The annual get together held on April 10, 2005 was attended by 100
menbers and guests. Everyone and especially the spouses and chil dren
enj oyed swi mm ng, and ganmes at the venue that was the picturesque farm
house of A S Mttal. A K Bhargava from Raj asthan State Governnent’s
Depart ment of Science & Technol ogy rel eased the 50 page special issue of
Phi | anews and gave away menento to all organizing conmittee nmenbers of
Sci encepex 2005. Unmesh Agarwal conducted an auction

NEPAL NATI ONAL PHI LATELI C EXH BI TI ON

The M nister for Education and Sports, Radhakri shna Minali inaugurated
National Philately Exhibition on the occasion of New Year 2062 on Apri
15, 2005 at Kathmandu. The 5-day exhi bition was organi zed by Nepa
Philately Society with the help of the Postal Service Departnent.
Director Ceneral of Postal Service Departnent, Shreedhar Gautam the
Patron of Nepal Philately Society, Onkar Prasad Gauchan, and the

Chai rman of Nepal Philately Society, Kedar Pradhan and Vi ce Chairman,
Ranmesh Kumar Shrestha al so expressed their view on the occasion.

FAKE STAMP SCAM UPDATES

Prime accused in the nmulti billion rupee fake stanp scam Abdul Karim
Telgi has filed a petition on April 15, 2005 in the Bonbay Hi gh Court
chal | enging a special court's order which refused to discharge himin a
1995 case. Justice V M Kanade of the Bonbay H gh Court has kept the



matter for hearing on April 26. Meanwhile, the special judge, U D Salvi,
who was to go on with the trial, has adjourned it to April 27, 2005.
FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS

The Advertising Supplenent to ‘ Stamps of India Collectors Conmpanion’ is
avail abl e on-1ine http://ww.stanpsofindi a. com newssite/ad/ ads. ht m

PERMANENT PI CTORI AL POSTMARKS OF KERELA

The conplete set of 26 different Permanent Pictorial Postmarks (on
Meghdoot Post Cards) depicting Flora & Fauna, Sports, cultural

spiritual and heritage sites in an attractive cover and information
sheet is available in very limted quantity at Rs250 per set (Packagi ng
& Regi stered Post charges free). Send remttance to Pradeep Kumar
Agrawal , 16 A, Arya Kumar Road, Raj endra Nagar, Patna 800 016

| NDI AN POSTAL GUI DE 1869

The first issue of the official postal guide, reprinted by Stanps of

I ndi a 2004, 236 pages, hardbound, enlarged fromoriginal octavo to A4
size, limted edition, Special price — Rs 2750 post paid anywhere in the
world. It is now possible to pay by credit card
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com 99999. ht m

VI EWS & OPI NI ONS

READERS FORUM
<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inmportant to us as it hel ps evolve the
newsl etter. Please send us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

FEATURES & RESOURCES

Indian Laws Rel evant to Philately
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com i nf obase/ | aws. ht m

Report Cyber Crime & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. cont i nf obase/ cybercrine. ht m

ALSO I N THE NEWS

DI WALI STAMP | N USA

Denocrati c Congressnman Frank Pal |l one, founder of the |India Caucus,
introduced a bill on April 20, 2005 in the House of Representatives
urging the US Postal Service to issue a postage stanp honoring D wali
India's festival of lights. Pallone said an estimated 1.5 nillion Indian
Anericans cel ebrate Diwali

The holiday is observed by H ndus, Sikhs, Christians, Jains, Mislins and
Buddhi sts and is considered a tinme for communal gatherings and spiritua
enlightennent. Diwali is one of the nbst inportant and colorful of the
Indian festivals and is celebrated enthusiastically by Indians all over
the world. The rich culture and spirit of Diwali has survived political,
econom ¢ and social vicissitudes throughout history, while always
carrying the universal synbolismof the triunph of |ight, goodness,

know edge and truth.

Pal | one noted that the Diwali stanp has received w despread comunity
support. To date, approximately 115,000 peopl e have signed an online
petition to the Citizen's Stanp Advisory Comm ssion in support of the
stanp. "I feel that Diwali is truly a marvel ous holiday that deserves
recognition," Pallone continued. "As the Ctizen's Stanp Advisory
Conmittee continues its plans for issuing new stanps, | hope that it



will consider issuing a Diwali stanp to honor this culturally
significant holiday celebrated in the United States and abroad.”

The US Postal Service currently issues many stanps with holiday thenes,
i ncl udi ng Christnas, Kwanzaa, Hanukkah and Ei d.

NEWSSCAN

<W invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>

The Tel egraph, April 9, 2005
PHI LATELY CLUB TO UNVEI L POSTMARK
http: //wwv. t el egraphi ndi a. com 1050409/ asp/ j anshedpur/story 4593703. asp

WEB SI TE UPDATES

STAMPS OF I NDI A http://ww. st anpsofindi a. com
The Hub Site of Indian Philately

PRI NCELY STATES REPORT http://ww. princel ystates.com
Journal of Indian States History, Philately & Num smatics

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://ww. st anpsoni ndi a. com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics

ADM NI STRI VI A

Publ i shed by Madhukar Jhi ngan (nj hingan at yahoo.com for ‘Stanps of
India, Apartnent 49-D, Block BG 5, Paschim Vihar, New Del hi 110063.
I ndi a

Phone: +91-11-25281578, Mbobile: +91-9350537037( NEW

Subj ect to Del hi Jurisdiction

Awar ds Received: Silver Medal with the ‘Felicitations of the Jury’ at
‘BELA CA 2001' World Philatelic Exhibition, Brussels, June 9-17, 2001

Qur now farmous D scl ai ner!
http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. cont sitegui de/ w04. ht m
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