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JHI NGANS JOTTI NGS

Hi
Wl come to 200'" issue of this newsletter.

We all deserve a pat on the back for this sustained effort and of course
it would not have been possible w thout your unstinted support and

f eedback. Looking back from a hunbl e begi nning of |ess then 100
subscribers to thousands and growi ng, we can happily say we have cone a
[ ong way.

This is also the tine to once again acknow edge and thank the
contributors to the newsletter.

It is our endeavor to not rest on our laurels but continuously strive to
improve the quality of the newsletter and continue to add nore features
and make it nore useful.

We renew our request for your support and feedback and of course

bl essings to continue brining out the newsletter week after week for
hundreds of nore issues.

Wshing all our readers Merry Christmas & Happy Hol i days!

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.

- M&SJ



Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Press
I nformati on Bureau Government of India, and Press Trust of India.

We invite your inputs, please email to feedback@tanpsofindi a.com

If you've found this newsletter useful, recommend it to a friend.
Better still, forward a copy of this issue. Also, please nention this
newsl etter when contacting other philatelists.

Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shal |l reinburse the costs incurred on images, philatelic items issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.

Pl ease send your queries in detail (images welconme) on all matters
related to Philately and Postal Hi story of India and Indian States. W
will attenpt to find an answer for you

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

FORTHCOM NG STAMP | SSUES
Decenmber 27: Bhaskara Sethupathy, Rs 5

These issues along with the First Day Cover and the infornmation sheet,
at Rs 2 each, shall be available on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post
Ofices including all Philatelic Bureaus and Counters in the country.
NEW STAMPS RELEASED

TAJ MAHAL

M ni ster of Communications & I nformation Technol ogy, Dayani dhi Maran
rel eased a commenorative postage stanp n the denom nation of rupees
fifteen and a mniature sheet also priced Rs 15 to mark the conpl etion
of 350 years of Taj Mahal, on Decenber 16, 2004 at New Del hi, in the
presence of S Jaipal Reddy, Mnister of Information & Broadcasting and
Cul ture, Renuka Chowdhury, M nister of State for Tourismand the Utar
Pradesh State M nister for Tourism Kaukab Haneed.

Taj Mahal, for centuries, has inspired poets, painters and mnusicians to
try and capture its elusive magic in word, color and song. Taj Miha

whi ch stands on the banks of Yarmuna River in the city of Agra took 22
years to conplete the construction. The construction of the Taj Mahal
was conpleted in the year 1654. According to Tavernier, an em nent
travel er and historian of those tines recorded the nunber of worknen
engaged in the construction as 20,000. The construction materials were
brought fromall over India and Asia. A fleet of 1000 el ephants were
used to transport the materials to the site. 28 types of precious and
sem - preci ous stones were inlaid into white marble to create this wonder
of the world.

Taj Mahal was built in the menory of the beautiful Arjumand Bano Begum
who won the heart of a Miughal prince. She was married at the age of 21
to Enperor Jahangir’s third son Prince Khurram and stayed loyally by his
side through good tinmes and bad, in the |uxurious royal places of Agra
as well as the transient tents of war canps. Wen Khurram becane Enperor
in 1628, he took the nane of Shaj ahan meaning “King of the W rld” and
showered his bel oved Begumwi th the highest titles. She becanme Mintaz
Mahal , the exalted of the palace, and Mitaz-ul - Zamani, the exalted of
the age. But Muntaz Mahal was not destined to be Queen for |ong.

In 1631 when Muntaz Mahal died at the age of 39, the aggrieved Shahjahan
vowed to build a nenorial that woul d surpass anything ever created in



the worl d. This anbition of Shahjahan even persists now al so, depicting
the true synbol of eternal love to the entire world

Sankha Samant a designed the stanp and the First Day Cover. Al ka Sharnma
designed the pictorial first day postmark. Brochure containing wite-up
and technical data was issued on the occasion. The First Day Cover and
the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each. India Security Press printed the
stanps by Photo Gravure in the quantity of 4 million. The miniature
sheets were produced in the quantity of 100, 000.

SAHI TYA AKADEM

M nister of State for Communi cati ons and Information Technol ogy Dr
Shakeel Ahned rel eased a comenorative postage stanp in the denom nation
of Rs 5 to mark the gol den jubil ee of Sahitya Acadeny on Decenber 21
2004 at New Del hi. Mnister of Information & Broadcasting and Culture, S
Jai pal Reddy received the stanp.

Set up in 1954 by the Governnent of India, Sahitiya Acadeny is not only
the premer institution in the country for literary dial ogue,
publication and pronotion but also the only institution in the country
that undertakes literary activities in 24 | anguages, including English.
Over 50 years of its dynam c existence, it has published over 4300 books
in 22 languages. |t publishes two bi-nmonthly journals ‘Indian
Literature’ in English and ‘ Sankal een Bhartiya Sahitya' in Hi ndi which
carry translated literary pieces fromthe different | anguages. It also
publishes a half yearly journal in Sanskrit, Samskrta Pratibha.

Sahitya Acadeny al so conferred on a witer, the highest honor by
electing hima fellow This honor is reserved for the ‘immortals of
literature’ and linmited to twenty one at any given tinme. So far 66
witers have been awarded the fell owshi p. The Acadeny gives awards for
creativel/critical witing and translation prizes in each of the

recogni zed | anguage every year and has given 850 awards since its

i nception for original books of outstanding nerit and 302 translation
prizes since 1989 for books of translation. Apart fromthese awards, the
annual Bhasha Samman has al so been instituted since 1996 which is given
to scholars and witers for their contribution to | anguages not

recogni zed by Sahitya Academny and to classical and nmedieval literature.
So far 35 witers and schol ars have been honored wi th the Bhasha Samman.
Over the years, Sahitya Acadeny has built bridges anbng comunities,
regi ons, and | anguages and has provided a neeting ground for witers of
di verse attitude and ideol ogi es.

Bharati M rchandani designed the stanp and the First Day Cover. Al ka
Sharnma designed the pictorial first day postmark. Brochure containing
wite-up and technical data was issued on the occasion. The First Day
Cover and the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each. India Security Press
printed the stanps by Photo Gravure in the quantity of 0.8 million
RECENT SPECI AL POSTMARKS & COVERS

Septenber 3: Leh, 12th Ladakh Festival 2004

Novenber 14: Madurai, Mhakavi Bharath

ARMY POSTAL SERVI CE | SSUES

12 Dec 2004: The Brigade of the Guard 8th Reunion

15 Dec 2004: 90 Arnored Reginent Silver Jubilee

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

Novenber 24-25, Kanpur, District Leve



Decenmber 28-30, Pune, Coins & Paper Mney

2005

January 8-9, Vardha, District Leve

January 8-9, Vellore

NEW VEB S| TE

OSVN Philatelics have recently | aunched a new philatelic web site at
www. osvnphil atelics.comoffering conplete mnt sheets of stanps of India
since 1957 (Deci mal currency).

BANGLADESH NEW | SSUES

Prime M nister of Bangladesh, Begum Khal eda Zi a rel eased postage stanp
of Taka 10 denomi nation on the occasion of ‘Fisheries Wek 2004 on
Decenmber 20, 200 at a sinple cerenpbny at her office at Dhaka.

A First Day Cover of Taka 6 was al so brought out on the occasion.

The annual function of Fisheries Wek was called off this year due to
devastating floods in the country and the fund was diverted to relief
and rehabilitation activities.

FAKE STAWMP SCAM UPDATES

Prime accused in the fake stanp scam Abdul Karim Telgi, alleged before
Addi ti onal Sessions Judge V V Borikar presiding over the Specia
Maharashtra Control of Organised Crine Act (MCOCA) court at Pune on
Decenber 18, 2004 that there was a conspiracy to elimnate him by slow
poi soning in the Jail

Justice A CGopal Reddy of the Andhra Pradesh H gh Court has granted bai
to K Narasi mha Rao, an Indian Police Service officer on Decenber 17,
2004 foll owi ng which he was rel eased from Chenchal Guda jail. Rao, who
wor ked as deputy conmi ssioner of police, was arrested by SIT officials
on February 9, 2004 this year in connection with the fake stanp scam He
was charged with ordering the rel ease of ampbunts frozen during the

i nvestigation into the scam allegedly for a consideration.

The special CBI Judge, S B Verna at |ndore on Decenber 17, 2004 issued
production warrant follow ng subm ssion of charge sheet against three
persons and directed CBI to produce theses persons, including the main
accused in the fake stanp case, Abdul Karim Tel gi, Shabeer Ahnmed and
Mansoor, on Decenber 31, 2004.Telgi has spread his fake stanp network in
the Mal wa area by opening an office in the nane of Malwa Enterprises at
I ndore. Followi ng disclosure of the stanp scam police raided the office
and arrested sone of the enployees working in it, but the main accuseds
who were running the show on behalf of Telgi nanaged to escape. They
were |ater arrested by the police. In Malwa area police has registered
the fake stanp case in |Indore, Dewas and Dhar which were subsequently
taken over by the CBlI for a probe.

Despite a court allowing CBlI to take voice sanples of six accused

i nvolved in the fake stanp scam the matter is delayed, as the offenders
were unwel | . The Special Mharashtra Control of Organized Crine Act
(MCOCA) Court on Decenber 2, 2004 had permitted CBlI to take voice
sampl es of the six accused, including that of prime accused Abdul Karim
Tel gi at Yerawada Central Jail, followi ng an application by Additiona
Superi ntendent of Police (CBI), SK Peshin, in this regard. The Forensic
Sci ence Laboratory scientists from Del hi had begun the job imediately
after their arrival in Pune on Decenber 7, 2004.



Earlier on Qctober 12, 2004 the Bonbay Hi gh Court had allowed CBlI to
obt ai n voi ce sanpl es of Abdul Karim Telgi, forner Samajwadi Party MA
Ani|l Gote, Manoj Mehta, Dilip Kamath, Azim Telgi and Abdul Rashid

Kul karni . The High Court had allowed CBI's plea after the agency said it
wanted to conpare the voices of the accused with those appearing in 14
audi o CDs, which had been given to them by the Karnataka's Speci al

I nvestigation Team (SIT). The SIT had intercepted tel ephonic talks

bet ween Tel gi and ot her accused, which throw light on their alleged

i nvol venent in the fake stanp paper case.

FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS

The Advertising Supplenent to ‘Stanmps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is
avail able on-line http://ww.stanpsofindi a.conf newssite/ad/ ads. htm

| NDI AN POSTAL GUI DE 1869

Stanps of India have |launched its publication programw th reprinting

‘I ndi an Postal Guide Containing the Chief Public Regulations of the Post
Ofice with Gther Information April 1, 1869’ .

This is first in the series of elusive but significant officia
publications that are primary resources for history of posta

conmuni cations in India. This is the first issue of the official posta
guide of India. A very brittle and noth eaten copy is rediscovered and
rescued that is perhaps the only surviving exanple in the world.

Its content include: Chief Oficers of the Department, Exclusive
Privilege of Indian Post Ofice, Inland Post, Postage stanmps, List of
I ndian Post Offices, District Post, Foreign Post, Oficial
Correspondence, Registration, Time Tables of Miil steaners, Governnent
Bul | ock Trai n, Passenger Service, Mney Oders, and Tel egraph

Depart ment .

The 236 page hardbound reprint is a facsinmle enlarged fromorigina
octavo to A4 size. This limted edition is avail able at a special price
for €50 post paid anywhere in the world or Rs 2750 post paid in India.

The rem ttance should be in favor of ‘Stanps of India and payabl e at
New Del hi .

VI EWS & OPI NI ONS

READERS FORUM
<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evol ve the
newsl etter. Please do |let us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndian Laws Rel evant to Philately
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com i nf obase/ | aws. ht m

Report Cyber Crinme & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
http: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. coml i nf obase/ cybercrine. ht m

RESEARCH NOTES
By Madhukar Jhi ngan

MONEY ORDERS BY Al R
O dinary sterling noney orders can be sent by Air Mail to Great Britain
and Northern Ireland. The original noney orders will, |ike those



di spatched by the sea route, have to be sent to Bonbay. The list of
nmoney orders to be transmitted by Air route will be closed by the Bonbay
General Post Office every Saturday commencing fromthe Saturday 30'"
Novenber 1929. Money orders booked on and fromthe Saturday the 23"
Novermber will be included in the westbound Air dispatch from Karachi on
3" Decenber 1929. The renitter should wite the words ‘By Air mail’
across the nmoney order form and pay, in addition to the usual noney
order commission, the Air mail fee of Annas 2 for each noney order
irrespective of its amount.

Air mail noney orders cannot be dispatched directly from Karachi. They
nmust travel through Bonbay General Post O fice which is the sole office
of noney order exchange Great Britain and Northern Irel and.

- Postal Notice of Novenmber 1, 1929, O fice of the Director Ceneral of
the Post O fices of India

ALSO IN THE NEWS

AND NOW THE POSTMARKS | N COLOR

Stanmp collecting will take on new col or January 6, 2004 when the U S
Postal Service introduces a First-Day Digital Col or Postmark product
with the issuance of the Lunar New Year Souvenir Stanp Sheet.

"This new product will do for traditional black and white first-day
post marks as col or television has done for black and white TV,"

expl ai ned David Failor, Executive Director, Stanp Services, "by adding
vi brant color, clarity and definition previously unattainable."

The First-Day Digital Color Postmark is an official digital postmark
bearing the first-day-of-issuance-date containing an image that rel ates
to the stanp design with the words "FI RST DAY OF | SSUE. "

The First Day Digital Color Postrmarks will be available for purchase
with specific 2005 stanp issues (noted bel ow).

These uni que col |l ectabl es are designed by the artist, or art director,
who designed the stanp.

Stanp artist Carence Lee designed both the Lunar New Year Souvenir
Sheet and the First Day Digital Color Postmark. The Lunar New Year
Souvenir Sheet First Day of Issue Cerenpny is scheduled at 11 a.m
Hawai i an Standard Tinme (5 p.m Eastern Tine), January 6, 2005, in the
Coral Ballroomat the Hilton Hawaiian Village, 2005 Kalia Road,

Honol ulu, H 96825-1917. A limted nunber of First Day Digital Color
Post mar ked envel opes will be avail able on-site.

First Day Digital Color Postmarks are avail able for $1.50 per cover,
provi di ng enhanced vi sual appeal over the traditional metal and rubber
die cancels. NOTE: First Day Digital Col or Postmarks are not avail able
for custoner-submtted covers.

Wil e not avail able at Post Offices, the First-Day Digital Color

Post mark may be ordered online at The Postal Store, ww. usps.coni shop,
t hrough the USA Philatelic catal og, by tel ephone at 1-800- STAMP 24 or
via fax at 816-545-1212.

2005 Stanp Issues offering First Day Digital Col or Postmarks:
Lunar New Year Souvenir Sheet
Art hur Ashe



Ji m Henson & Muppets

The Art of Disney: Celebrations
Spring Fl owers

To Forma More Perfect Union
Henry Fonda

Ri o Grande Bl ankets

Mast erwor ks of Architecture
Greta Garbo

Constel | ati ons

Advances in Aviation

Lati no Dance

Hol i day Cooki es

Love Bouquet

Sporty Cars of the 50s

<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>

WEB SI TE UPDATES

STAMPS OF I NDI A http://ww. stanpsofindi a.com

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in follow ng segnents -
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS,
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LI NKS.

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://ww. st anpsoni ndi a. com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics

—————————— **********O\'*********——————————

ADM NI STRI VI A

Publ i shed by Madhukar Jhi ngan m hi ngan@ahoo.com for ‘Stanps of India',
Apartnent 49-D, Bl ock BG 5, Paschim Vihar, New Del hi 110063. India
Phone: +91-11-25281578, Mbbile: +91-9350537037 ( NEW

Subj ect to Del hi Jurisdiction

Awar ds Received: Silver Medal with the ‘Felicitations of the Jury' at
‘BELA CA 2001’ World Philatelic Exhibition, Brussels, June 9-17, 2001

Qur now fanmous Discl ai mer!
htt p: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. cont si t egui de/ w04. ht m

© Copyright 2004. Stanmps of India, New Delhi. Al rights reserved.

For reproducing content from Stanps of India publications please ask the
publ i sher for perm ssion stating exactly what you would |like to use, and
for what purpose, before using the sane.



