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JHI NGANS JOTTI NGS
H
We present the newest nmenber of our team Yogini Jhingan

Yogi ni is our daughter who is little over eleven years old and has
traveled to all parts of the country attending philatelic exhibitions
and events with us al nost since the day she was born. She noticed
col |l ectors younger then her wi nning awards at KARNAPEX during her recent
visit to Dharwad. She now wants to exhibit and al so insists on inclusion
of her nane to the teamthat produces this newsletter, as she has been
doi ng work for it.

She is genuinely taking a keen interest in philately and we woul d al so
encourage her to excel init.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter



- M&SJ

CQur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Press Trust of
I ndia, The Hindu, the Tinmes of India, and The Japan Ti nes.

We invite your inputs, please ennil to feedback@tanpsofindi a.com

Pl ease nention this newsletter when contacting other philatelists.

If you've found this newsletter useful, recomend it to a friend.
Better still, forward a copy of this issue.

Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shall reinmburse the costs incurred on photos, philatelic itens issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.

Pl ease send your queries in detail (inmges welconme) on all nmatters
related to Philately and Postal History of India and Indian States. W
will attenpt to find an answer for you

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

ROBERT DE VI OLI N

It is with a sense of great personal |oss that we report the death of
Robert de Violini, the best known activist for using conputers with
philately. He was the long-time Secretary of the Philatelic Conputing
Study Group and till recently the editor of the Group’s quarterly The
Compul atelist. He was also a literature judge and a w nner of the
American Philatelic Society's Luff Award for service. He was a fornmer
nmet eorol ogi st for the US government.

Qur heartfelt condol ences to his wi dow, Lois M Evans-de Violini who
herself is a well known philatelist and also a wi nner of the Luff Award.
NANI A PALKHI VALA STAMP RELEASED

The Prime Mnister of India, Atal Behari Vajpayee released a stanp in
the denomi nation of Rs 5 to commenorate enminent jurist Nani A

Pal khi val a, on January 16, 2004, that was also his 85" birth
anniversary, in a special function at Munbai.

Pal khi vala with his |egal acumen, in-depth know edge of the
Constitutions of the world and amazi ng el oquence, assi duously guarded
the sanctity of the Constitution of India and energed as the

unquesti oned chanpi on of Fundanental Rights and people’'s liberties. He
prevail ed upon the Full Bench of thirteen judges of the Suprene Court
that the Constitution of India which guaranteed fundanmental freedons to
the people, was suprenme and Parlianment had no power to abridge those
rights and this led to the historic pronouncenent that though Parlianment
could anend the Constitution, it had no right to alter its basic
structure.

Bi noy Varghese designed the stanmp, J P Irani designed the First Day
Cover, and Al ka Sharma designed the pictorial first day postmark.



I nformati on Sheet containing wite-up and technical data and priced at
Rs.2 was issued on the occasion. The FDC is also priced at Rs 2.

Calcutta Security Printers Limted of Kanpur printed the stanps by Photo
Offset in four colors on Matt Chronp paper in the quantity of 0.4
mllion in the sheets of 50 stanps.

NEW POSTAL STATI ONERY

The 14'"™ and 15'" i ssues of the custoni zed envel ope for Bharat Heavy
Electricals Limted and the University of Pune, respectively, were

rel eased i n November 2003.

The ‘postage pre-paid for Rs.5 is inscribed below the inprinted stanp
and the envelope is in the size of 220 x 110 nm

These issues, |ike other custom zed stationery, are NOT available to
public or philatelists through the Post O fice.

NEW MEGHDOOT POST CARDS

Fol | owi ng Meghdoot post cards were recently issued:

Ad in H ndi — Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limted (BSNL)

Ad in English — Canara Bank

Ad in English — Joyce Meyer

ARMY POSTAL SERVI CE NEW | SSUES

The Arny Postal Service issued the follow ng Special Covers with Specia
Post mar ks in 2004:

January 3, Brigadier D S Virk, Founder of Arnmy Postal Service Corps
RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

The following |ist of events scheduled for next few nonths is subject to
change. We update it in every issue with the information received during
the week. The organizers may be contacted for further details.

January

23-25, Bangal ore, CO NEX

24-26, Shinmoga, District Leve

27-28, Panchguni, Satara District Leve
28-29, Berhanpore, Mirshidabad District Leve

February

15-18, Siliguri, Region Level, MEGHDOOT
19-20, South Del hi District Level, DESPEX
27-29, Tirupur, CO N- STAMPEX

For a list of events held this year, please visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com’ Cont ent/ Event s/ a300. ht m

RECENT PERI ODI CAL PUBLI CATI ONS
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I NDI A POST TO DI STRI BUTE ORI ENTAL | NSURANCE PRODUCTS

Oriental Insurance Conpany Ltd on January 20, 2004 entered in to an
agreenent with India Post for distribution of its non-life insurance
products through the latter's 150000 post offices across the country.

These products include policies for hospitalization, personal accident,

househol d goods, private vehicles, shops, cattle, punp sets and poultry
anongst others. Those products targeted specifically at the rural sector
are Kissan Package Policy, Agricultural Punp set Insurance, Raj

Raj eshwari Mahila Kal yan Bi ma and Uni versal Health |Insurance.

A Menorandum of Understandi ng was signed in this regard between the two
sides in the presence of Mnister of State for Finance (Expenditure,
Banki ng and | nsurance) Anandrao V Adsul and M nister of State for
Conmruni cations and | T Su Thi runavukkar asar

I ndi a Post woul d market the products on a pilot basis through post
offices in select districts of Kerala, Karnataka, Gujarat, Rajasthan
West Bengal, Tami| Nadu and Maharashtra while Oriental |nsurance would
provi de the after sales service. Speaking on the occasion, Adsul said:
"After the pilot project, it will be extended in a phased manner

t hroughout the country in four-five nonths."

BHUTAN' S E- POST

The Governnent of India, in partnership with two UN agencies, the

I nternational Tel ecommuni cation Union (I TU) and the Universal Posta
Union (UPU), will help boost the delivery of e-post services to citizens
in the | east accessible parts of its south Asian neighbor, Bhutan with a
package of equi pnent, satellite capacity and training resources worth
some USD 450, 000. The resulting e-post service will allow people without
conputers in renmpte areas to send e-mail between post offices for
printing and delivery.

India will help Bhutan's E-Shabtogl venture by providing instant
connectivity to six nore renote post offices that are not connected by
the national fixed telecomrunication network. Two of the stations, Laya
and Lunana, are |located over 5,000 neters above sea | evel, are snowbound
for 8 nonths of the year, lack electricity and paved roads and are a 5-8
day wal k fromthe nearest road. To support the provision of voice and
low to nedium speed data services to the six locations, India wll
provi de free of charge through its Departnment of Tel ecomrunication

-Six VSAT ternminals in renpote areas with a hub in Thinpu

-Sol ar energy sources with about eight days’ autonony

- Access/transponder capacity on | NSAT system free for the duration of

t he project

-Trai ni ng and nmai nt enance

The E-Shabtogl project seeks to create a network of tele-kiosks in 38
post offices throughout Bhutan for affordable and practical access to
email. Letters normally take 5 to 8 days to be delivered by posta

runners between renote nountain districts. E-mailing letters cuts hone



delivery time to 1 night. The long-termgoal is to nake the post office
a one-stop shop that will deliver a wide range of e-services such as
bill payment, governnment information, and conmerce. To date, 17 post

of fices in Bhutan have been equi pped for e-post. By the end of 2004, it
is planned that 38 post offices, or one-third of all post offices in the
country, will be e-service ready.

| TU, which evolved the project on the nodel inplenmented in Andhra
Pradesh, India, will provide expertise and short-termtraining. The
Uni versal Postal Union will provide equiprment for the post offices and
facilitate field visits for Bhutan Post personnel for studying the

i mpl enentation of e-post in southern India. Both UN agencies will

eval uate the benefits and share information.

In addition, an Indian private sector conpany, Encore Software, is

of fering | owcost hand-held devices called Sinputers, which will enable
Bhut anese postnen to deliver mail, as well as health workers and
agricultural workers to transmit information as text, voice or inmages.
Speci al i zed software i s being devel oped rangi ng from si npl e book- keepi ng
to e-post and health and agriculture applications.

The Bhut anese governnent, which is responsible for all |ogistica
support, transport, civil works and regulatory and | egal clearances,
will exenpt all the equipnent inported for this project from custons,
exci se and other duties and levies. "India has been our main devel opnent
partner for over four decades. Their assistance in this project wll
hel p us in establishing connectivity to the nost renote and periphera
areas of our country. W appreciate the initiatives of ITU and the UPU
in the materialization of this project, which will undoubtedly enhance
t he soci o-econom ¢ devel opnment of our rural people," said Dasho Tash
Phunt sog, Secretary of the Mnistry of Information and Comruni cati on of
Bhut an.

"India has built up one of the world' s |argest donestic satellite
comuni cation systenms and now stands ready to share the fruits of its
success with Bhutan," said Arun Shourie, India s minister of

comuni cations and i nformati on technology. "All of us are delighted that
I NSAT will be instrumental in providing access for the first tinme to
pockets of population in the renptest parts of Bhutan."

"Est abl i shing tel ecommuni cati on connectivity is crucial to extending e-
post and other public services to renpnte and inaccessible areas," said
Hamadoun Touré, director of |ITU s Tel econmuni cati on Devel opnent Bureau.
"I amvery pleased that the governnment of India has accepted the
invitation of I TU and UPU to assist Bhutan in this process by providing
val uabl e technol ogy, expertise and resources."

"Wth approxi mately 660000 postal outlets worldw de, the postal service
has a communi cative presence in the daily lives of people. The Bhutan
exanpl e that enabl es people without their own conputers to send e-mails
fromone post office to another where it is printed and delivered to the
home address, cutting several days in delivery time, illustrates the

rel evance of the postal service in the information age," says UPU
Director General, Thonas E. Leavey



FAKE FRANKI NG MACHI NE

On January 13, the east district of Delhi police arrested three persons
who all egedly used a fake franking machi ne and cheated the posta
department of huge anounts of npney.

According to the police, the three have been in this business for the
past five years and used to earn at least Rs 0.5 mllion in three

nmont hs. They woul d take large order for franking the mail from business
houses and use the spurious machine for putting the franking inpression
on the envel opes. The three nen, identified as Bhishm Pal, Ravi Kumar
and Bhol ender Tiwari, had divided the work between thensel ves.

Pal would do all the handling and | abelling work and sort out the mail.
Kumar woul d col | ect the envel opes fromthe business houses and al so get
the mail cleared fromRailway Mail Service (RVMS) after the franking
stanp i npressions had been made. Tiwari was allegedly the expert of the
group who woul d handl e the machine’'s entire operation. He woul d

al I egedly obtain second-hand franki ng machi nes, repair them and then use
them for this fake racket.

FAKE STAMP SCAM UPDATES

The special court at Bangal ore, trying the fake stanmp scam cases,

adj ourned the hearing on a plea by prinme accused Abdul Karim Tel gi
seeking bail and also parole to visit his ailing mother and wife,

besi des rempoval of caneras fromhis prison cell. The next hearing is on
January 28, 2004. The judge, A T Manoli, renmanded Telgi to further
judicial custody till February 10, 2004. Meanwhile, the judge allowed

Andhra Pradesh police to take custody of Syed Waheed, an accused in the
scam for interrogation for 10 days.

Sanmeer Bhuj bal, the high-profile nephew of former Maharashtra Deputy
Chi ef M ni ster Chhagan Bhuj bal, appeared before the Specia

I nvestigation Team (SIT) at Munbai on January 19, 2004. Saneer had

ski pped the SIT sunmons twice citing that he was abroad on sone
"professional comritnents.” He arrived in Munbai on January 18, 2004.
Sanmeer was acconpani ed by his cousin brother Pankaj and | awyer Pervez
Rustom Khan to the SIT office. There was heavy security outside the SIT
office as the police feared a | aw and order problem Later, at a press
briefing, Sanmeer told reporters that he was asked only "genera
guestions". Though he clained that there were neither questions about

t he scam ki ngpi n, Abdul Karim Tel gi, nor businessman Antim Totla, SIT
sources gave a contrasting picture. Saneer was asked about 50 questions
by Deputy | nspector Ceneral Subodh Jai swal and many of them pertained to
Telgi and Totla, SIT sources said. Saneer said, "Totla is just a friend
and a party (NCP) worker." But police sources said the SIT was probing
whet her Totla and Saneer were linked to Telgi. Chhagan Bhujbal had
acconpani ed Saneer for the press conference, where he reiterated that
the inquiry conducted by the SIT was not fair

Pune’ s Special Judge S M Shenbol e on January 19, 2004 rejected the bai
application filed by fornmer Munbai and Pune police comm ssioner R S
Sharma in the fake stanp case. The court observed that there was prina
faci e proof against Sharma in the case and there was no evidence to



suggest that he was innocent. Sharma, who had filed the application in
the special court on Decenmber 11, 2003, had clainmed that he was innocent
and there was no prim facie evidence against him He had al so clai ned
that the special investigation team (SIT) had failed to get any
incrimnating evidence even after conducting raids at his residence in
Munbai . Sharma pl eaded that since he has been suffering from high bl ood
pressure, chest pain and other problens, his bail application be
considered. But the SIT argued that Sharma’s application was premature
and refuted his clains to ill health by submtting a health report from
the Yerwada central prison doctor to the local court. Sharma is the

hi ghest ranking official to be arrested in the case, registered by the
Bund Garden police, in which nine police officials have been arrested.

Judi ci al Magistrate K P Shrikhande on January 19, 2004 extended the
police custody of suspended |Inspector General of Police Shridhar Vaga
till January 31, 2004.

"Encount er specialist" and Deputy Conm ssioner of Police Pradeep Sawant,
arrested in the fake stanp racket, on January 17, 2004 noved a bai
application in the court of special judge S.M Shenbole at Pune. The plea
is scheduled to come up for hearing on January 28. The bail application
filed by Sawant’s | awyer Satish Mane-Shinde, states that Sawant be
granted bail as he was not guilty of the offences he has been charged
with.

The Munbai Hi gh Court on January 16, 2004 deferred till February 11 the
petition filed by former Munbai Police Commi ssioner R S Sharng,
chal I engi ng appointment of S S Puri as SIT chief with the rank of
director general of police to probe the fake stanps scam The petition
was deferred by the bench headed by Chief Justice C K Thakker, in view
of a simlar petition filed by a retired police official before the
Suprene Court which will hear the matter on February 3. SIT submitted
progress report before the H gh Court, but the Judges refused to accept
it saying propriety demands that such report should not be seen since
Puri's appoi ntmrent was under challenge in the H gh Court as well as the
Suprene Court.

The Karnataka Stanmp I nvestigation team STAMPIT has recomended

compul sory retirement for four police officers serving in the State in
the light of their role in the fake stanp racket, and initiation of
appropriate crimnal proceedings against them In a letter to the
Director General of Police, STAMPIT officers have asked for action

agai nst Assi stant Conmi ssioner of Police Sangram Singh, City Crine
Branch Inspector Vali Basha, |nspector V A Khan and Bangal ore Rura
Deputy Superintendent of Police Middai ah, who had all egedly hel ped the
racket thrive in the State. Director CGeneral of Police T Madiyal has
written to Police Conmi ssioner S Mariswany asking himto take suitable
action as per the Stanmp IT's advice. He said that he has collected

i nformati on about the officers named and will wite to the Governnent to
proceed agai nst them

FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS

The Advertising Supplenment to ‘Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is
avail abl e on-line http://ww.stanpsofindi a.coml Content/Ads/ ads. ht m




VI EW6 & OPI NI ONS

READERS FORUM
<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evol ve the
newsl etter. Please do |let us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

DR. KENNETH X ROBBI NS FROM USA

| am co-editing a book on Africans in India and woul d appreci ate hearing
fromreaders who have information as well as non-philatelic & philatelic
material fromthe Indian Princely states of Janjira, and Sachin.

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndi an Laws Rel evant to Philately
http://ww. st anpsofindi a. conf Content/ Gui de/ M sc/ |l aws. htm

Report Cyber Crinme & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ M sc/ cybercrinme. htm

ALSO I N THE NEWS

STAMP FEATURES | SLAND | N JAPAN- KOREA DI SPUTE

Japan protested on January 16, 2004 over Seoul's issuance of postage
stanps bearing the inage of a disputed island in the Sea of Japan.
Foreign M nister Yoriko Kawaguchi expressed regret to South Korean
Ambassador to Japan Cho Se Hyung, according to a statenent rel eased by
the m nistry. Japan had repeatedly asked South Korea not to rel ease the
controversial stanps.

The island, known as Takeshima in Japan and Tok-do in South Korea, is
clainmed by both countries. Korea issued 560,000 sets of stanps, with one
set consisting of four kinds of stanps featuring the island.

"The governnent cannot tolerate" the nove, Kawaguchi told Cho.
"Takeshi ma bel ongs to Japan fromlegal and historical standpoints.”
Kawaguchi said the government will notify nenbers of the Universa
Postal Union (UPU) that South Korea's nobve is against the spirit of the
organi zation. The UPU is a Bern-based international organization of
postal services. Cho told Kawaguchi that the island belongs to South
Korea, and urged Japan to "carefully deal with the matter" so as not to
negatively affect bilateral relations.

During a news conference, Chief Cabinet Secretary Yasuo Fukuda expressed
regret over South Korea's nobve. Posts ninister Taro Aso said he is
unhappy at the issuance of the stanps. He said he had expected Seoul to
"sensibly" deal with the matter. Earlier in the nonth, Aso said Japan
shoul d retaliate by creating Takeshi ma stanps.

The island was placed under US control after Japan's defeat in Wrld War
Il. South Korea stationed its guards on the island in 1954, claimng
that it belonged to Seoul. Japan and South Korea failed to reach an



agreenent on the territorial issue when they signed a basic treaty to
open diplomatic ties in 1965.

<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>

WEB SI TE UPDATES

STAMPS OF I NDI A http://ww.stanpsofindia.com

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in foll owi ng segnents -
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LI NKS.

STAMPS ON | NDI A http://ww.stanpsoni ndi a. com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics
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STAMPS OF | NDI A COLLECTORS COWPANI ON, Back issues in Print

Vol .1 2000, |ssue #1-19, Rs.500

Vol .2 2001, |ssue #20-52, Rs.950

Vol .3 2002, |ssue #53-97, Rs. 1250

Vol .4 2003, Part 1, Issue #98-122, (January-June) Rs. 650

Conpl ete Set, as above, postpaid: Rs.3500 (inland) or US$95 (overseas)
Vol .5 2003, Part 2, Issue #123-148, July-Decenber) Comni ng soon

STAMPS OF | NDI A COLLECTORS COVPANI ON, Back |ssues on CD
Issue # 1 — latest issue, Rs.500 or US$ 10 postpaid
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