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JHI NGANS JOTTI NGS
H

Looki ng at the coverage of persons including stanp deal ers arrested
recently in connection with the fake stanp scamit appears that no one
in the print and electronic nedia in India has ever heard of the hobbies
of Philately and Numi smatics that is collection of stanps, coins,
currenci es and bank notes. Therefore it may be inpossible for themto
conprehend that this is a recogni zed busi ness worl dwi de and col | ecti bl es
formpart of legitimte commerce all over the world.

The medi a has been showi ng | oads of stanps, both used and mint, as wel
as currency notes of various countries found on the premni ses of the
stanp dealers and in an irresponsi bl e manner pronouncing that all these
are fakes. They also alleged that all used stanps were nmeant to be
reused after renoving postal markings.



For this gross non-awareness of philately in India the philatelists,
bot h amat eur and professional, as well as India Post is responsible.

We believe in the saying that ‘Problens are opportunities in work
clothes’ and thus would |ike to see this opportunity being utilized by
all concerned with philately to spread the word about the hobby to the
masses.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter
- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Anil Suri,
Sanj ay Kansal, Vispi Dastur, Press Trust of India, and The Hi ndu.

We invite your inputs, please enmnil to feedback@tanpsofindi a.com

Pl ease nention this newsletter when contacting other philatelists.

If you've found this newsletter useful, recomend it to a friend.
Better still, forward a copy of this issue.

Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shall reinmburse the costs incurred on photos, philatelic itens issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.

Pl ease send your queries in detail (inmges welconme) on all nmatters
related to Philately and Postal History of India and Indian States. W
will attenpt to find an answer for you

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

| NDI A 2004 POSTPONED

I ndi a Post has announced that it has postponed the |INDI A 2004 Wrld
Philatelic Exhibition proposed to be held during Decenber 2004. The new
dates will be announced | ater.

NEW DI RECTOR GENERAL OF | NDI A POST

Vi jay Bhushan, a 1967 batch officer of the Indian Postal Service, took
over as Secretary (Posts) to Governnent of India in the Mnistry of
Communi cations on Novenber 30, 2003. Bhushan shall also be the Chairnman
of the Postal Services Board and the Director General of India Post.

A Graduate from St. Stephens Coll ege, New Del hi Bhushan did his M Sc.
in Econonics fromthe London School of Econom cs. He has worked in the
Cabi net Secretariat and Mnistry of Health and Fanmily Wl fare. He has
been a UNDP Consultant to the Royal Governnent of Bhutan in 1989. He has
hel d many senior positions in the Departnent of Posts and was Menber
Operations before assum ng charge as Secretary Posts.

The philatelists in India and the world over have hi gh expectations from
hi m being the forner head of the Philately Division of India Post and
the Chairman of the World Association for the Devel opnment of Philately.



The Stanmps of India Team wel comes Bhushan and wi shes himall the best
for his new assignnent and is sure that he would bring laurels for the
country fromthe international arena

FORTHCOM NG STAMP | SSUES

Decenber 10

1. India Korea Joint Issue, Set of 2, Rs15, in Sheetlet of 16

2. S Nijalingappa, Rs5

Decenber 11
200'" Session of Rajya Sabha, Rs5

Decenber 18
Mukut Behari Lal Bhargava, Rs5

Decenber 31
Maj or Somnat h Sharma PVC, Rs5

These issues along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet,
at Rs.2 each, shall be available on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post
O fices including all Philatelic Bureaus and Counters in the country.

NEW STAMPS RELEASED

HARI VANSH RAI BACHCHAN

At al Behari Vajpayee, the Prine Mnister of India, released a
commenorative postage stanp in the denom nation of Rs5, on renowned

Hi ndi poet Harivansh Rai Bachchan on his 95th birth anniversary on
Novenber 27, 2003 at a function at Lucknow. Uttar Pradesh Governor Vishnu
Kant Shastri, and corporate captains, Reliance vice-chairmn Anil Anban
with his wife Tina, Godrej chief Adi with his w fe Parnmeshwar, and
Sahara I ndia chief Subroto Roy Sahara were al so present on this occasion
besi des Bachchan fanily menbers including the poet's son Anitabh
Bachchan, daughter-in-law Jaya, grandson Abhi shek.

Bachchan’s first collection of Hi ndi verse 'Madhushal a’ earned him

i nstant recognition and continues to remain one of the nobst popul ar set
of Hindi verses even today. He enriched Hindi literature from 1932 to
1995 with about 74 books and witings that ranged from poetry, dramm,
essays, and translations, to stories and books for children

Sankha Samanta designed the stanp and the First Day Cover. Al ka Sharna
designed the pictorial first day postmark. Information Sheet containing
a wite-up and technical data and priced at Rs2 was issued on the
occasion. The FDC is also priced at Rs2.

Calcutta Security Printers Limted of Kanpur printed the stanps by Photo
Offset in two colors on Matt Chrono paper in the quantity of 0.4 mllion
in the sheets of 40 stanps.

| NDI A FRANCE JO NT | SSUE
I ndi a Post released a pair of se-tenant postage stanps and a m niature
sheet in a joint issue with France on Novenber 29, 2003. The stanps in



the denom nation of Rs22 each, the inland regi stered post rate, depict a
rooster froma 15'" century colored print and a peacock froma 19"
century jewellery from France and India respectively. The mniature
sheet is priced at Rs44.

Kam eshwar Si ngh designed the stanp, mniature sheet and the First Day
Cover. Al ka Sharma designed the pictorial first day postmark.

I nformati on Sheet containing wite-up and technical data and priced at
Rs.2 was issued on the occasion. The FDC is also priced at Rs 2.

Calcutta Security Printers Limted of Kanpur printed the stanmps by Photo
Offset in four colors on Matt Chronp paper in the quantity of 3 mllion
each in the sheetlets of 16 stanps. The miniature sheet is printed in
the quantity of 50,000 only.

YASHPAL

I ndi a Post released a stanp to conmenorate the birth centenary of the
noted H ndi witer Yashpal in the denonination of Rs5 on Decenber 1
2003.

Yashpal ' s short stories, essays, novels and rem ni scences reflect his

i ntense patriotic fervor and his relentless canpaign for an equal place
for wonen in the society. H's novel ‘Jhoota Sach’ (False Truth) with
partition of India as its subject has been conpared to the works of

Bal zac, Victor Hugo and Leo Tol stoy’'s War & Peace in its scope and

br eadt h.

The basis of the stanp design is a portrait of the author by Gogi Sar o]
Pal . Bijoy Varghese designed the First Day Cover. Al ka Sharna desi gned
the pictorial first day postmark. Information Sheet containing wite-up
and technical data and priced at Rs.2 was issued on the occasion. The
FDC is also priced at Rs2.

India Security Press of Nashik Road printed the stanps by photogravure
in four colors on inported un-waternmarked adhesi ve gravure coated stanp
paper in the quantity of 0.4 million in the sheets of 35 stanps.

CHI NA 2003 AWARDS

16'" Asian International Philatelic Exhibition was held at M anyang in
Chi na from Novenber 20 to 24, 2003. Sahadeva Sahoo, the caretaker

Presi dent of the Philatelic Congress of India (PCl) was the nationa
commi ssioner for India. V S Dastur was the only jury fromlIndia and no
other jury was nominated to replace MG Pittie the permanent jury from
India in Asian exhibitions who was unable to nmake it due to famly
reasons.

The awards for Indian participants at China 2003 are as fol |l ows:

Subrata Chakravarty and Richi Richa Das (youth class) won Large Silver
Medal s for ‘India Postal Stationery 1947-75 and for ‘Life & Legacy of
Mahat ma Gandhi’. Subrata Chakravarty and Dani el Montero won Silver
Medal s for ‘Birds’ and for ‘Waterfow s’. Om Prakash Jagati won Silver
Bronze Medal for ‘dinpses of India . Momn Sinha (youth class) and

Bi j oy Biswal won Bronze Medals for ‘Sound of Miusic’ and Natural World of
Australia’.



RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

KERAPEX 2003

I ndi a Post organized the 10'" Kerala state |evel philatelic exhibition
from Novenmber 27 to 30, 2003 at Trichur. The show was very wel

organi zed and was a trendsetter in many ways.

KERAPEX 2003 is the first state |level exhibition in India to have its
own web site http://ww. kerapex2003. com Another very interesting and
useful feature was the publication of an Information Brochure giving
details of places of interest around Trichur, places of worship in
Trichur, tel ephone nunbers of public services, of organizers & senior
of ficers of India Post, of venue and of hotels where the officers and
guests were staying during the exhibition

218 participants including 98 in Youth class and 8 School s displ ayed
their exhibits in 495 frames and 5 publications. These are new records
crossing the magi ¢ nunmber of 200 participants and 500 franes in
conpetition class for a state |evel exhibition. In addition severa
internationally acclainmed exhibits were displayed in Invitee class in 44
frames.

The Jury chaired by Chief Post Master General of Kerala, K N K
Kart hi ayani consisted of Dr Sita Bhateja and Manohar Lal with Mervin
Al exander and P A Ravi ndranath as Apprentices.

Mol Iy Tharakan the wife of the Director General of Kerala Police,

Hor mese Tharakan gave away the awards. There were 10 Verneil, 22 Silver,
25 Silver Bronze, 39 bronze and 36 Di pl omas awarded. In Schoo

Col | ections Class the Bhavan’s Vidya Mandir, Kochi won the Chief

M nister’s Rolling Trophy and Governnent Hi gh School won the Educati on
M nister’s Rolling Trophy. Wbsite

Four special covers with special postmarks, one for each day, were

rel eased that feature Education, Environnment, Festivals, and Medi cines
for which Kerala is well known. A souvenir was al so rel eased on the
occasi on. Pl ease contact the Philatelic Bureau, Trichur 680001 for
availability and other details.

A wor kshop on philately, a philatelic quiz conpetition, a painting
conpetition, oration based on stanps, story witing based on stanps
besi des philatelic treasure hunt was organi zed during the show.

NATI ONAL Al R RACE

The Aeronautical Society of India with support of the Indian Air Force
organi zed the first national air race to mark the centenary of the
powered flight. 50 participants took off in their Iight, nedium and
heavy aircrafts from Barrackpore in East, Goa in the Wst, and Bangal ore
in the South to land at Nagpur, the geographical centre of India on
Novenber 22, 2003. Deputy Prime Mnster of India L K Advani distributed
pri zes on Novenmber 23, 2003.



Vijay Seth of New Del hi displayed at Nagpur his philatelic collection in
8 franes, 4 on India aviation stanps and covers, 2 on Wight Brothers,
and 2 on pioneers of aviation.

I ndi a Post provided a special postmark and i ssued a special cover on
Novenber 20, 2003 at Bangal ore to comenorate the event.

FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

The following |ist of events scheduled for next few nonths is subject to
change. We update it in every issue with the information received during
the week. The organizers may be contacted for further details.

Decenber

9, New Del hi, Festival of Stanps

19-21, Kol kata, National Stanp Fair - CANCELLED
26- 29, Dharwar, KARNAPEX, State Leve

January 2004
9-11, Tirupur, Coin-Stanmpex
9-12, Nagpur, MAHAPEX, State Leve

For a list of events held this year, please visit

http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com’ Cont ent/ Event s/ a300. ht m

POSTAL HI STORY OF PORTUGUESE | NDI A

The 'Postal History of Portuguese India'" authored by the eninent

phil atelist specializing in Portuguese |India, Uresh Kakkeri shall be
cerenoni ously rel eased in Goa on Decenmber 17, 2003.

Kakkeri is the first Indian to have researched the Portuguese |ndia
postmarks and this work is a ready reference to Portuguese India
philately, giving a detailed postal history fromthe begi nning of
Portuguese possession to the liberation and the postmarks used during
the Portuguese era from 1923 till 1961 including first day postmarks.

The book al so gives the chronol ogical list of the stanps with photos
i ssued during the Portuguese possession in India including their
designer, printer, quantities printed, colour, paper and errors &
variety, etc. postage stationary |like post cards , lettercards,
aerogranmes used in Portuguese regine.

This book is not only a nmust for a Portuguese India philatelist but a
collector itemto a person interested in postal history of any state -
in short a nust for the library.

The revi ew of the book shall be published in the first issue of the
newsl etter for the year 2004. Meanwhil e The book having 16 col our
phot ographs of rare and uni que philatelic nmaterial my be ordered
directly fromthe author who nmay al so be contacted for further

i nformati on unesh_kakkeri @otnmail.com

RECENT PERI ODI CAL PUBLI CATI ONS

THE NORTH POST, Vol. 18-19, Novenber 2003,



Editors: Dr. S K Sondhi & Dr. R L Bansa

Publ i shers: Ludhi ana Philatelic C ub

Addr ess: 20A Sarabha Nagar, Ludhiana 141001

Annual Subscription: Rs. 50 in India

GUWM NG OF STAMP PAPER

India Security Press of Nashik Road invited bids for gummi ng and super
cal endaring of all over Ashoka Pillar watermarked stanp base paper reels
and cutting in to sheets. A reel of base paper is 4600 neters long with
1.05 neter width. The reels shall be cut in to sheets of 51x71
centimeters and 51x76 centineters.

The | ast date for sale of bid docunments is Decenber 30, 2003. The bids
nmust be submtted by January 15, 2004 and shall be opened on January 16,
2004.

STAMP DEALERS CAUGHT | N STAMP SCAM

Prasoon Agrawal was arrested by Police on Novenber 26, 2003 fromhis
residence in Nashik in connection with fake franking case registered at
Munbai s suburb, Versova in 2002. He was absconding for a year and was
traced to Nashi k where he was |iving under assuned identity of Abhay
Bansal . The police seized conputers used by the suspects for franking.

Police also arrested his younger brother Pranay Agrawal, and their two
servants Anil Jadhav and Mansingh Nepali. Following their interrogation
police seized fake special adhesive stanps worth over Rs 7.2 mllion
froma dunmp in Nasik on November 29, 2003.

Yogesh Khare, a | ocal correspondent of Zee TV, feeling left out from
bei ng part of the team breaking the news story decided to create sone
exclusive news for him Khare di scovered another house bel onging to
Agarwal and entered it along with TV canmeraman col | eague in the early
hours of Decenber 1, 2003. Khare found over 200 cartons, broke open
several and found large quantity of mint & used stanps and currency
notes. Soon after telecast of this a team of the Nashi k police raided
the house and sei zed the stanps and currenci es.

Police raided two houses in Panvel, Navi Minbai, on Decenber 2, 2003 and
sei zed 450 bags and 550 boxes and recovered | arge quantity of coins,
used and new postal stanps of various nations.

Police raided on Decenber 3, 2003 a house in Bel apur, Navi Munbai that
resulted in recovery of 22 cartons of used and unused stanps from

di fferent countries being seized. Mdst of the stanps recovered on 3rd
eveni ng were from European and Latin American countries.

The brothers are second generation stanp deal ers. Prasson Agarwal was

al so based in UK for a few years while Pranay Agarwal was operating from
UAE for sonme tine. The brothers also have participated in some FIP world
philatelic exhibition with a dealer’s booth.

FAKE STAMP SCAM UPDATES

1



The Economic O fence Wng of Munbai Police arrested Navi Minbai’s

Assi stant Conmi ssi oner of Police R B Yenam on Novenber 2, 2003 for

al l eged | apses in the probe. Yenam the eighth policenan to be arrested,
is allegedly involved in one of the seven cases regi stered agai nst the
Tel gi syndicate in Minbai. Yenam was a Senior |Inspector in Dharavi unit
of crime branch in 1998 when one of the seven fake stanp paper cases was
probed by him Along with him Assistant Police Inspector Dilip Kamath
and Police Inspector Dattatraya Dal were also posted in the same unit of
the crime branch. Both Kamath and Dal have al ready been arrested for

al l egedly going soft on Telgi. Yenam was produced before the Additiona
Chi ef Metropolitan Magistrate on Novenber 3, 2003 andwas remanded to
police custody till Decenber 9, 2003.

2

Mahar ashtra’s Special |Investigation Team (SIT) arrested Miunbai’s forner
Pol i ce Conmi ssioner, R S Sharma on Decenber 1, 2003, a day after his
retirement under Maharashtra Control of Organized Crine Act in
connection with the nultibillion rupee fake stanp racket. The tenth and
t he hi ghest ranking policeman arrested by the SIT, Sharma as Pune’s
Pol i ce Conmi ssioner headed the investigation into Telgi's multifarious,
nati onwi de fake stanp racket. SIT also grilled Sharma on Novenber 30,
2003, his last day in office, after he declined to cone over for further
qguestioni ng on November 29, 2003. On Decenber 1, 2003 he was grilled for
the fifth tine before being arrested.

Al so on Decenber 1, 2003 the 12-nmenber team of the Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) officials | ed by Assistant Conm ssioner of Police Bhure and
Police Inspector Ashmita Bhonsle raided Sharnma’s resi dence. The ACB
search, which |asted for nmore than five hours, went on past m dnight.

Sharma was produced before the Judicial Magistrate First Class M N
Bondre at Pune on Novenber 2, 2003 andwas remanded to police custody
till Decenber 9, 2003.

3

Munbai ' s Assi stant Conmi ssioner of Police, Crime Branch, Ramakant Padwa
was suspended on Novenber 29, 2003, a day before his retirenent for

al l egedly shielding prime accused Tel gi and reported negligence in

i nvestigations. Padwal had allowed his juniors to reportedly go soft on
Tel gi when the latter was in the custody of Minbai police early this
year.

THE CALENDAR OF WORLDW DE PHI LATELI C AUCTI ONS

The Cal endar for Decenmber 2003 has been updated and is now avail abl e at
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conf Cont ent/ Aucti ons/ a702. ht m

This information is provided by special arrangement with Charles E

Cwi akal a and updates to this information are available at their
conprehensi ve Website ww. cwi akal a. com

SANT TUKARAM CO NS

I ndi a Governnment M nt, Kol kata has nmade arrangenents for the sal e of
Proof & Un-circul ated Comrenorative Coins in the menory of Sant Tukaram
The booking will remain open from Decenber 1, 2003 to January 15, 2004.




Coins are in four denom nations, Rs100, 50, 10, and 2. The Hundred
Rupees Coin is of Quarternary Alloy, Circular in shape (44 nmdia, 35
grans). Fifty Rupees Coin is of Cupro Nickel Alloy, Circular in shape
(39 mMm dia, 30 grans). Ten Rupees Coin is of Cupro Nickel All oy,
Circular in shape (31 nmdia, 12.5 grams. Two Rupees Coin is of Cupro
Ni ckel Alloy, Eleven sided 26 mmsize fromflat to crest weighing 6
grans. Quarternary Alloy is 50% silver, 40% copper, 5% Zinc, and 5%
Ni ckel . Cupro Nickel Alloy is 75% copper and 25% Ni ckel

Proof Coins are available in the set of 4 (Rs100, Rs50, Rs10, Rs2)
priced at Rs1130, whereas un-circulated coins available in a set of 3
(Rs100, Rs50, Rs10) priced at Rs750. In addition, a provisional sales
tax of 11.5% is al so payabl e. Postage, insurance, and packi ng charges
are Rs130, 220, 300, 380, 460 for one, two, three, four, five and six
sets respectively. Coins can be booked by subnitting a demand draft
drawn on Kol kata branch of any Nationalized Bank in favor of ‘Reserve
Bank O India - A/C India Government M nt, Kol kata

Delivery will be on the basis of first booked, first delivered. About
150 coin sets are expected to be delivered per nonth. There is no fixed
del i very schedul e.

The order formalong with necessary details is also available on the
website http://ww.igmnt.org/

FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS

The Advertising Supplenment to ‘Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is
avail able on-line http://ww.stanpsofindi a.coml Content/Ads/ ads. ht m

VI EW6 & OPI NI ONS

READERS FORUM
<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evol ve the
newsl etter. Please do |let us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndi an Laws Rel evant to Philately
http://ww. st anpsofindi a. conmf Content/ Gui de/ M sc/ |l aws. htm

Report Cyber Crinme & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
http://ww. stanpsofindi a.conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ M sc/ cybercrinme. htm

ALSO I N THE NEWS

WORLD Al DS DAY
The State Post Bureau of China issued a stanp to mark the World Al DS Day
in the denom nation of 80 cents at Beijing on Decenber 1, 2003.

The stamp printed in the quantity of 9.13 mllion, with the design of a
heart - shaped red-ri bbon, synbolizes the care and support given by the
society to HV carriers and AIDS patients.



<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>

WEB SI TE UPDATES

STAMPS OF I NDI A http://ww.stanpsofindia.com

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in foll owi ng segnents -
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful internationa
philatelic sites are |isted under LI NKS.

STAMPS ON | NDI A http://ww.stanpsoni ndi a. com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics

ADM NI STRI VI A

Publ i shed by Madhu Jhi ngan nj hi ngan@ahoo. com for *Stanps of India’
Apartment 49-D, Bl ock BG 5, Paschim Vihar, New Del hi 110063. India
Phone: +91-11-25281578, Mbbile: +91-9868140089

Subj ect to Del hi Jurisdiction

Qur now fanpus Discl ai ner!
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ w04. ht m

STAMPS OF | NDI A COLLECTORS COWPANI ON, Back issues in Print

Vol .1 2000, |ssue #1-19, Rs.500

Vol .2 2001, |ssue #20-52, Rs.950

Vol .3 2002, |ssue #53-97, Rs. 1250

Vol .4 2003, Part 1, Issue #98-122, (January-June) Rs. 650

Conpl ete Set, as above, postpaid: Rs.3500 (inland) or US$95 (overseas)

STAMPS OF | NDI A COLLECTORS COVPANI ON, Back |ssues on CD
Issue # 1 — latest issue, Rs.500 or US$ 10 postpaid

STAMPS OF | NDI A COLLECTORS COVPANI ON, Back Issues on the Wb Site
Issue # 1 — | atest issue, No Charge
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf Cont ent/ Downl oad/ ar chi ves. ht m
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