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JHI NGANS JOTTI NGS
H

We were saddened to | earn about the passing away of Derek Lang and Ernie
Cehne of UK. Both these gentlenen were in their 80s and were held in
hi gh esteem by all philatelists with ‘India interest anywhere in the
worl d. Both made i mense and inportant contribution to the cause of

I ndian philately during their life Iong association with it and both
were connected to India beyond philately. Lang served in the 31 Field
Royal Artillery Division with in the 4'" Indian Division while Cehne
served with the Post Ofice in India and Pakistan.

Lang and Cehne enriched Indian Philately in many ways and were
deservingly respected and recogni zed. |If just one achievenment only has
to be nentioned about each one of them then we would say that Lang
spent 10 years to research and conpile the authoritative work on Indian
Postal Stationery in four volunes while Cehnme conpiled the ‘Queries and



Answers’ colum in ‘India Post’ the periodical publication of the India
Study Circle for Philately for 18 years.

They wi Il undoubtedly be m ssed; however through their works they will
live forever.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter
- M&SJ

CQur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Press Trust of
India, The Times of India, and Md Day Munbai .

We invite your inputs, please ennil to feedback@tanpsofindi a.com

Pl ease nention this newsletter when contacting other philatelists.

If you've found this newsletter useful, recomend it to a friend.
Better still, forward a copy of this issue.

Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shall reinmburse the costs incurred on photos, philatelic itens issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.

Pl ease send your queries in detail (inmges welconme) on all nmatters
related to Philately and Postal History of India and Indian States. W
will attenpt to find an answer for you

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHANGE OF EMAI L ADDRESS

The tatanova.comwill close down with effect from Novenber 24, 2003,
therefore the email id stanpsofindi a@atanova.comwill also be
unavail able fromthat date. This necessitates setting up a new enai
address for this newsletter. This will now be mailed from

post mast er @t anpsofi ndia.com This and other new id s at

st anpsofindi a. com shall be active from Novenber 24, 2003 or earlier
Pl ease note the new enmil address and update your address book.
FORTHCOM NG STAMP | SSUES

Novenber 22

225 years of 2 Guards (1 Grenadiers), Rs5, in Sheetlet of 16

November 27
Hari vansh Rai Bachchan, Rs5

November 29
India France Joint |ssue, Set of 2, Rs22 each, in Sheetlet of 16, and
M ni ature Sheet, Rs44

Decenmber 10
I ndia Korea Joint |ssue, Set of 2, Rsl1l5, in Sheetlet of 16,

Decenber 18



Mukut Behari Lal Bhargava, Rs5

Decenber 31
Maj or Somnat h Sharma PVC, Rs5

These issues along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet,
at Rs.2 each, shall be available on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post
O fices including all Philatelic Bureaus and Counters in the country.
CHI LDREN DAY STAMP RELEASED

I ndi a Post released a stanp in the denonination of Rs.5 on Children's
Day on Novenber 14, 2003, which is also the birth anniversary of Pandit
Jawahar Lal Nehru who was i mensely fond of children.

This year's stanp has taken the design created by a student, Prasen R
Modi of Ahnmedabad, who won the first prize at the national |evel in the
"Stanp Design Contest' held during October 2002 on 'Let us go to school’
theme. The design created by another student, Shilpa Kankaria of

Pondi cherry, who won the second prize at the national |evel, has been
adopted for the First Day Cover.

Al ka Sharma designed the sheetlet and the pictorial first day postmark.
I nformati on Sheet containing wite-up and technical data and priced at
Rs.2 was issued on the occasion. The FDC is also priced at Rs 2.

Calcutta Security Printers Limted of Kanpur printed the stanmps by Photo
Offset in four colors on Matt Chronp paper in the quantity of 0.8
mllion in the sheets of 40 stanps. The nminiature sheet is printed in
the quantity of 50,000 only.

NEW SPECI AL POSTMARKS

I ndi a Post provided a special postmark on Septenber 16, 2003 at Ajnmer to
mark the 1 Anniversary of the Philatelic Bureau at Ajner. Please
contact the Philatelic Bureau, Head Post O fice, A ner 305001 for
availability and charges.

India Post will provide a special postmark on Novenber 20, 2003 at New
Del hi to mark the 75'" Anniversary of YMCA and a special postmark on
Noverber 26, 2003 at New Del hi to mark the Conference of Prosthodontic
Associ ation. Special covers are also being i ssued on both the occasions.
For availability and charges, please contact the Philatelic Bureau,
Sansad Marg Head Post Office, New Del hi 100 001

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

SATARAPEX

I ndi a Post organized the first ever district |level philatelic exhibition
from Novenber 14-16, 2003 at Satara. There were 26 entries in the
conpetitive classes. Jury conprising of P G Bhargave of Nashik and G
Nat ar aj an awarded 3 Large Silver, 4 Silver, Silver Bronze 6, and 12
Bronze nedals. One exhibit was transferred by the Jury out of
conpetition. The Best Exhibit Award was bagged by Di nesh D Shah for
‘Fiscals of Princely states of CGujarat’ and Best Youth Exhibit Award was
won by Nimt D Shah for ‘Cartoons on Philately’.



LUPHI LA

Ludhi ana Philatelic Club in collaboration with India Post, Lions Clubs
of Ludhiana Region-111 and Ludhiana Citizen Council, organized a
philatelic exhibition at the Philatelic Miseum at Head Post O fice,
Ludhi ana on 14-15 Novenber, 2003. Harnam Das Johar, Punjab M nister for
Hi gher Education, inaugurated the exhibition and Anurag Vernma, Deputy
Commi ssi oner of Ludhi ana presided over the function. MIF Lion Anrit La
Aggarwal , Chairman of the Lions Clubs of Ludhiana Region-I11, N S Nanda,
Presi dent of the Hotel and Restaurant of Association of Punjab, C S
Badan, Seni or Superintendent of Post O fices, Ludhiana and V K Rai zada,
Seni or Postnmaster were al so present on this occasion.

The event was organized as a Children’s Fair having fancy dress
conpetition, band conpetition and on the spot stanp design conpetition
in addition to the stanp exhibition.

17 philatelists displayed their collections on a variety of thenes

i ncludi ng, Children’'s Day, Nehru famly, Braille, Unusual stanps such as
Enbroi dery stanps & Chocol ate stanps, Butterflies, Coins, Mhatna
Gandhi, Bharat Ratna Awardees, Disney, |Indian States, England, India,
and Bhutan with 3-D stanps, Tal king stanps, stanps on steel foil and
si | k.

Rakesh Pandey, Punjab State Mnister for Printing and Stationery, gave
away the prizes in a function in the evening at Ludhiana Cl ub on
Novenber 14, 2003 that was presided over by Hemant Mttal, Conm ssioner
of Central Excise. Pandey, appreciated the work of Ludhiana Philatelic
Club in spreadi ng awareness about the useful ness of the hobby of stanp
col l ecting anmong children and announced a grant of Rs.100,000 for its
Philatelic Library and for pronotion of philately.

A cultural programwas also held on this occasion followed with a talk
on ‘Life Style of Children’ delivered by Dr. Rajiv Gupta and Dr. Narotam
Dewan and the evening culninated with di nner

The exhi bition was attended by | arge nunber of visitors daily. Ten
stanps/coins dealers fromall over India participated in the Stanp Bazar
organi zed on this occasion and did brisk business. The exhibition was

wi dely covered by the electronic and print nedia.

PATPEX

I ndi a Post organized a district level philatelic exhibition on Novenber
10-11, 2003 at Patiala. Two special postnmarks and special covers were

i ssued on the occasion. Suraj Jaitly was the jury.

CALENDAR

The following |ist of events scheduled for next few nonths is subject to
change. We update it in every issue with the information received during
the week. The organizers may be contacted for further details.

Novemnber
27-30, Thrissur, KERAPEX, State Leve



Decenber

18-19, Jaipur, CHI NKARAPHI LEX District Level (Arny Postal Service)
19-21, Kol kata, National Stanmp Fair

26- 29, Dharwad, KARNAPEX, State Leve

January 2004
9-11, Tirupur, Coin-Stanmpex
9-12, Nagpur, MAHAPEX, State Leve

For a list of events held this year, please visit

http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com’ Cont ent/ Event s/ a300. ht m

NEW PHI LATELI C BUREAUS

The philatelic Bureau at Patiala was inaugurated on Novenber 11, 2003.
There are 65 philatelic bureaus in India now

WEB WATCH
Cat al ogue de Ti nbres-Fiscaux (Catal og of Fiscal Stanps) by A Forbin
published in 1915 that still remains useful is now avail able on-1line at

http://ww. revenue-col |l ector.com forbin/

Philatelic Bureau at Erankulamis the only philatelic bureau in India to
have a web site of its own at http://ww. phil akochi.com . The Ernakul am
Bur eau provi des each Philately Deposit Account hol der a separate hone
page on its web site.

Di nesh Mahtani’'s personal web site http://ww. Dmaht ani . com cont ai ns
anongst other things his want lists of stanps and list of his duplicates
avai l abl e for trade.

GENUI NE STAMPS THEFT SCAM

A Special team of the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBlI) is
investigating the nmulti-billion rupees theft of real stanps and papers
fromtrains while in transit. This probe, running parallel to that of
the Special Investigation Team (SIT), is headed by Deputy I|Inspector
General Prabodh Kumar. The team questioned several officers of the
Rai | way Police Force (RPF) and at |east seven officers of the India
Security Press (ISP) in Nashik.

The CBI team also visited Pune to corroborate | eads and exchange notes
with the SIT. There is evidence to suggest that the two are |inked and
that the conmbi ned scam sum coul d have a staggeri ng nunmber of zeroes.

The CBI and intelligence agencies are worried that the genuine stanp
theft case, involving many governnent officials, could be a bigger scam
than the fake stanp case.

Initial investigations reveal that Telgi and his gang nenbers were
involved in a series of thefts of stanp papers and other nateria

printed at the | SP. Hi gh-val ue papers including stanp papers, posta
orders, Kisan Vikas Patras, National Savings Certificates and | ncone- Tax
refund orders printed at the ISP were stolen during rail transit from
Nashi k to at least 30 different |ocations across India. These startling
thefts occurred at regular intervals during transit from ISP Nashik, to



various district treasury offices or stanp depots in connivance with
railway officials and sone officers of |SP

At | east 256 cases of thefts of parcels booked on passenger trains have
been reported by the office of the controller of stanps at ISP to the
security heads of different railway zones. O all these reported cases,
only two were detected till date. The CBI has acquired all those papers
and details of cases reported by ISP

FAKE STAMP SCAM UPDATES

1

Munbai police have seized a huge consi gnnent of fake stanp papers and
bogus franki ng machi nes on Novenmber 15, 2003 evening at Borivali and
have sent details to the Special Investigation Team (SIT) probing the
case. A Borivali-based bank had received stanped docunents concerning
sonme | oans and suspecting foul play had asked the stanmp office to verify
the papers. The stanp office declared the entire | ot of papers worth
Rs200, 000 as fake. The franking on the stanp papers was al so found to be
fake. The bank then registered a conplaint with the Borivali police
station.

2

Nagashetty, the second additional fast track court judge heard the
counsel s on Novenber 15, 2003 at Bangal ore and reserved orders to
Novenber 22, 2003 on an application filed by Fake Stanp Scam ki ngpin
Tel gi praying for his release for a week on parole to visit his ailing
not her and wife. Telgi’s |awers argued that Telgi, who is said to be
suffering from di abetes and cardi ac probl ens, was not being provided
adequate nedical attention in the jail. The government counsel has
contested his petition saying there was a governnment order not to renove
Telgi fromjail and alleged that clains of his nother and wi fe being
seriously ill were not true. Telgi was produced in the court.

Tel gi in another application sought a direction to jail authorities to
restore the television set facility granted to himearlier, but
wi t hdrawn | ater.

3

Munbai Pol i ce Commi ssioner R S Sharma on Novenber 15, 2003 proceeded on
indefinite | eave in the wake of indictnent by the SIT for his alleged
role in shielding Telqgi

4
The Economic Offences Wng of the Del hi police have arrested Sushant
Kumar Das and Lalit Patodi on Novenber 13, 2003 on charges of
facilitating Telgi's dealings in fake stanps by providing prem ses in
Del hi and openi ng bank accounts in fictitious nanes.

Das, who was nabbed in Kaushanmbi area on the outskirts of Delhi had

al | egedly opened accounts in two banks to enable Telgi to have financia
transactions wi thout being detected. In one account, he had deposited
Rs7.19 mllion and in another he had a deposit of Rs2.73 million. Das



had al |l egedly given a bl ank signed cheque book to Telgi to operate these
accounts.

Pat odi, being a property dealer, had rented out one of his offices in
Connaught Place to Tel gi. Subsequently, he learnt that the prem ses was
bei ng used for sale of fake stanmp papers, and then provided two nore

of fice spaces to Telgi for the illegal activity.

5

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) had |launched an enquiry, a few
nont hs ago, into the role of the staff of the India Security Press at
Nashi k and al so whet her proper procedure was followed in the disposal of
printing machinery, some of which allegedly found its way into the hands
of the prinme accused Telgi. CBI director P C Sharma said at Munmbai on
Novenber 15, 2003 that the CBlI had taken initiative on its own to start
the enquiry.

6

I nspector General (Intelligence) Sridhar Vagal, now under arrest in Pune
for his role in the scam has been placed under suspension on Novenber
13, 2003. There is a rule that if a governnent officer remains under
arrest for nore than 48 hours, he is suspended autonmatically.

7

Deputy Prime Mnister of India, L K Advani comenting on the fake stanp
scam said that those trying to destabilize the country through cross-
border terrorismare suspected to be involved in the crinme. Advani was
talking to the journalists acconpanying himto Chennai during his day-
long visit there on Novenmber 13, 2003.

8

Mahar ashtra Governor Mhamed Fazal sought to know from Chief M nister
Sushi | kumar Shi nde on November 12, 2003 certain information in the fake
stanmp scam

WADP EXPANDS

A new nenber, | NTERGRAF representing security printers, has been
accepted into the Wrld Association for the Devel opnent of Philately
(WADP) recently.

The ot her nenbers of the WADP are Universal Postal Union (UPU),
International Philatelic Federation (FIP), International Federation of
Stanp Deal ers Associ ations (I FSDA), International Association of
Philatelic Journalists (AIJP), and Association of Philatelic Catal og
Publ i shers (ASCAT). The International Bureau of the UPU hosts the WADP
Secretariat in Switzerland.

Raj esh K Agarwal a of Capital Stanp Conpany has upl oaded a new price |ist
in Indian Rupees of British India King George VI stanps in nint and Used
at http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conml Content/Ads/ar-01. htm

FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS
The Advertising Supplenment to ‘Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is
avail abl e on-line http://ww.stanpsofindi a.coml Content/Ads/ ads. ht m




VI EW6 & OPI NI ONS

BANGKOK 2003 FAILS TO LI VE UP TO EXPECTATI ONS
By Peter J MBride, UK

Vi | e BANGKOK 1993 was the success of the decade, 2003 was dooned to
failure while on the drawi ng board. The offer to the Communi cations

Aut hority of Thailand (CAT) by the owners of the |npact Exhibition
Centre of free facilities was just too nuch for the organizers, CAT and
the Philatelic Association of Thailand (PAT) to turn down. The result
was a venue | ocated on the outskirts of Bangkok, some 45 Km and 40
mnutes with a Formula 1 taxi driver at a daily return cost of

£8( US$13) .

The maj or pronotional aspects of any exhibition are |ocation and
advertising and Bangkok 2003 | acked both. The only serious adverti sing
was done by CAT, advertising its limted edition products and mniature
sheets with added premuns. |If you did not drive the only neans of
transport was taxi or sky train connected with a | amentabl e bus service.

The exhibition was closed down on the first day for the mandatory Roya
Visit and this generated sone coverage on TV but only in the Roya
happeni ngs program and not in the news programs. Those who attended the
1993 exhi bition remenber the enornous nunber of posters all over Bangkok
whi ch brought all those people in - none this tine.

The air conditioning at the exhibition was superb, naintaining everyone
and everything at a freezing 14C. The magnificent water fountain right
besi de sone of the best exhibits certainly challenged the air
conditioning system Elvis Presley blasting fromspeakers 10 hours per
day was hardly conducive to philatelic conversations or even selling

st anps.

Let us not be totally negative. The standard of exhibits was indeed
world class and the exhibits associated with David Fel dman were a joy to
behol d.

The gravy train of commi ssioners, judges, officials, advisors and 254
menbers of the organizing comrittee were certainly at the highest |eve
ever observed and appears to continue unabated, gathering steam and
nonent um bet ween each FI P/ FI AP event.

Regrettably the original plans had been for about 80 overseas deal ers
and 80 postal adm nistrations to be present. The actuality was that 14
overseas deal ers booked but only 10 arrived and only 31 overseas

admi ni strations were present and many of these were represented by | oca
deal ers who had been forbidden to do this by the organizers.

The overseas deal ers were probably put off by the insistence of the
organi zers that non-Thai deal ers and postal adm nistrati ons pay US$2200
whil e Thai deal ers paid only US$400. The Thai Post O fice had 40 sal es
boot hs and 19 pages in the much reduced Philatelic Passport. So, the



only World Exhibition in 2003 attracted 10 deal ers from outside the hone
country and many of themleft after the first weekend.

Exhi bition organizers, in conjunction with FIP/FIAP should | earn nany

| essons fromthis exhibition. Prices for booths should be based on
actual costs rather than how nmuch the trade can be pressured to pay.
Everyone shoul d pay the sane price. Everyone is selling the same product
so why not the sanme overheads. Discrimnatory pricing is imoral and
illegal in npst countries.

It was very obvious that this exhibition was totally and conpletely
organi zed with the purpose of displaying excellent stanp collections and
selling stanps and products created by the Thai Post O fice. The trade,
both local and international, was del egated to the sidelines and their
trading was actually restricted by the organizing comrttee.

The philatelic Passport which normally is a very popular draw with the

| ess sophisticated collector would be expected to be coll ected by about
10,000 visitors per day but was restricted to a maxi mrum of 1000 per day
so the Postal Adnministrations were unable to do the business that they
had pl anned. | spoke to 21 of the Postal Admi nistrations who were at the
show and the MNIMUM that they admtted to | oosing by attendi ng BANGKOK
2003 was US$3000.

The British Post Ofice, very sensibly, did not turn up. This was seized
upon by a very entrepreneurial Thai dealer who set up business in his

| ocal booth putting British stanps in the Passport, totally contrary to

the Exhibition rules. It was amusing to see the Union flag noving on and
of f the booth as several of the organizers gave varying interpretations

of the rules. This dealer was on the organizing commttee. OGbviously, in
Thailand the rule is 'There are no Rules' - T.1.T. - This is Thail and.

The many functions that were organized were all scheduled to start at
7pm i n downt own Bangkok, two hours away fromthe exhibition venue at
that time of day. When did the exhibition close? 8pm

There are 10 years to go before Bangkok hosts their next international
Is it possible that they can | ook at the success of 1993 and forget the
di saster of 2003 and nmeke 2013 sonething really worthwhile?

READERS FORUM

<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evol ve the
newsl etter. Please do |let us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

DR. SATISH Y. DEODHAR from Ahnedabad

It gives nme great pleasure to read the news item ‘' Peshwa Bajirao Stanp
Approved’ that appeared on Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion! |f you
recall, | had witten a public letter that was al so published here
(#138) sonetinme ago expressing indignation at Departnment of Post not
ready to issue conmenorative stanp on Peshwa Bajirao. For the last 6
years, Marathi Rajya Snriti Pratishthan was trying its best but did not
succeed. The public letter that | wote inhere, | also sent it to the
Deputy Prime M nister and Speaker of Lok Sabha. The letters bore
fruits! | received letters fromthe respective offices i mediately



thereafter indicating Departnment of Post's willingness to bring out the
stanp. The renmining procedural things are being taken up by the
Marathi Rajya Snriti Pratishthan. | amglad that you al so had nade ny
vi ews public.

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndi an Laws Rel evant to Philately
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conm’ Content/ Gui de/ M sc/ |l aws. htm

Report Cyber Crinme & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ M sc/ cybercrinme. htm

ALSO I N THE NEWS
ALLI GATOR | N MAI L!
Novenmber 17, 2003?

Postal workers in M| waukee were sorting through the mail when they
noticed a 4-foot alligator chewing its way out of an Express Miil box.

One of the workers said the gator's nose was sticking out.

She said anot her coworker picked the gator up by its tail and threw it
in a hanper.

It's now at an animal shelter and will remain there before being noved
to a sanctuary in northern Illinois. The sanctuary owner will eventually
take the animal to Florida.

Oficials say the shipnent from M I waukee to Col orado is under review.

<W¢ invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>

WEB SI TE UPDATES

STAMPS OF I NDI A http://ww. stanpsofindia.com

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in foll owi ng segnents -
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LI NKS.

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://stanpsonindia.netfirns.com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics




ADM NI STRI VI A

Publ i shed by Madhu Jhi ngan nj hi ngan@ahoo.com for ‘ Stanps of India’
Apartment 49-D, Block BG 5, Paschim Vihar, New Del hi 110063. India
Phone: +91-11-25281578 Mobile: +91-9868140089(MJ), +91-9811160884(SJ)

Subj ect to Del hi Jurisdiction

Qur now fanous Di scl ai mer!
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com’ Cont ent/ Gui de/ w04. ht m

STAMPS OF | NDI A COLLECTORS COMPANI ON, Back issues in Print

Vol .1 2000, I|ssue #1-19, Rs.500

Vol . 2 2001, |ssue #20-52, Rs.950

Vol . 3 2002, |ssue #53-97, Rs. 1250

Vol .4 2003, Part 1, Issue #98-122, (January-June) Rs.650

Conpl ete Set, as above, postpaid: Rs.3500 (inland) or US$95 (overseas)

STAMPS OF | NDI A COLLECTORS COWVPANI ON, Back |ssues on CD
Issue # 1 — latest issue, Rs.500 or US$ 10 postpaid

STAMPS OF | NDI A COLLECTORS COVPANI ON, Back |ssues on the Wb Site
Issue # 1 — latest issue, No Charge
http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. conf Cont ent / Downl oad/ ar chi ves. ht m
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For reproduci ng content from Stanps of India publications please ask the
publ i sher for pernission stating exactly what you would like to use, and
for what purpose, before using the sane.



