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JHI NGANS JOTTI NGS
H

Everyday during last week the nultibillion rupees counterfeit stanp and
stanp paper racket continued to hog the screens of various television
channel s and the front pages of newspapers in India. In addition to

mul tiple news stories in each paper and news bulletin it was al so
written up in editorials and articles and discussed in talk shows. It
was al so being covered by international nedia.

We sincerely hope it cones to an end soon. Once this case is over,
sonmeone should take up the challenge to wite a treatise on fake postage
and fiscal stanps of last 14 years froma philatelic point of view W
reckon that the forgeries of the high value issues of the current and
the previous definitive series nust have been printed on numerous
occasions on during such a long period of operation and that will
naturally vary in printing process, paper and nunber of stanps per
sheet. It may be possible that there may be hundreds if not thousands of
different forgeries of a particular stanp and precisely for this reason



and for the reason of unavailability it may be inpossible to collect
t hese.

Look out for commercially used forgeries on cover while one can stil
find these.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter
- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Shyam P
Nhuchhe Pradhan from Kat hmandu (Nepal ), The Hi ndustan Tinmes, The Ti nes
of India, The Indian Express, and The Herald (UK).

We invite your inputs, please enmanil to stanpsofindi a@ atanova.com

Pl ease nention this newsletter when contacting other philatelists.

If you've found this newsletter useful, recomend it to a friend.
Better still, forward a copy of this issue.

Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shall reinmburse the costs incurred on photos, philatelic itens issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.

Pl ease send your queries in detail (imges welconme) on all nmatters
related to Philately and Postal History of India and Indian States. W
will attenpt to find an answer for you

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

FORTHCOM NG STAMP | SSUES

Novenber 14 - *Children’s Day, Rs.5,

Novenber 22 — *225 years of 2 Guards (1 Grenadiers), Rs.5

Novenmber 27 - Harvansh Rai Bachchan,

Novenmber 29 — *India France Joint |Issue, Set of 2, Rs22 each & MS Rs 44
* = in Sheetlet of 16

These issues along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet,
at Rs.2 each, shall be available on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post
O fices including all Philatelic Bureaus and Counters in the country.

NEW STAMPS RELEASED

BENGAL SAPPERS

I ndi a Post released a cormenorative stanp on Bengal Sappers Bicentenary
in the denomination of Rs.5, the inland letter rate, on Novenber 7,
2003.

Rai sed at Al |l ahabad in 1803 as the Corps of Bengal Engi neers it was
renanmed Bengal Sappers & Mners in 1819. Headquartered at Roorkee in
Uttaranchal they are popularly known as ‘Roorkee Safar Maina and ‘God’ s
own’. Their core job is to nobility to our own forces while denying the
same to the eneny.



Moni ca Khanna Gul ati designed the stanp. Al ka Sharma desi gned the First
Day Cover and the pictorial first day postmark. |Information Sheet
containing wite-up and technical data and priced at Rs.2 was issued on
the occasion. The FDC is also priced at Rs 2.

India Security Press of Nashik Road printed the stanps by photogravure
in multicolor on inported un-watermrked adhesive gravure coated stanp
paper in the quantity of 0.8 million in the sheets of 35 stanps.

KALKA SI MLA RAI LWAY
I ndi a Post released a cormenorative stanp on 100 years of Kalka Simla
Rai | way Centenary in the denomi nation of Rs.5, the inland letter rate,
on Novenber 9, 2003.

The Kal ka-Sim a Railway was built to connect the then sunmer capital of
India at an altitude of 2076 netres. On 9th November, 1903, a 96

kil ometers railway |ine was | aunched in the |Iinmestone and shal e rocks of
the Shivalik Hills after three years of dedicated |abor. Laid on sharp
curves, the line passes over 864 bridges and through 102 tunnels using a
narrow gauge of two feet and six inches in deference to hill formation
and gradient. Apart fromthe toy train Rail Mtor Cars dating from 1920s
that carry 18 passengers ply regularly.

Kam eshwar Si ngh designed the stanp and the First Day Cover. Al ka Sharma
designed the pictorial first day postmark. Information Sheet containing
write-up and technical data and priced at Rs.2 was issued on the
occasion. The FDC is also priced at Rs 2.

Eagle Press Private Limted of Chennai printed the stanps by Photo
Offset in four colors on inported unwatermarked stanp paper in the
quantity of 3 million in the sheets of 50 stanps.

SNAKES

I ndi a Post released a set of 4 special stanps and a niniature sheet on
Snakes on Novenber 12, 2003. The stanps depict Python, Banboo Pit Viper
King Cobra, and diding Snake each in the denomi nation of Rs 5, the
inland letter rate. The mniature sheet containing one each of the four
stanps is priced at Rs 20. Its release coincides with the publication of
t he 100'" vol ume of the Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society.

Sankha Samanta desi ghed the stanp. Bonbay Natural History Society
designed the First Day Cover. Al ka Sharma designed the pictorial first
day postmark. Information Sheet containing wite-up and technical data
and priced at Rs.2 was issued on the occasion. The FDC is al so priced at
Rs 2.

Madras Security Printers Limted of Chennai printed the stanps by Photo
Offset in four colors on inported unwatermarked adhesive stanp paper in
the quantity of 0.8 million in the sheets of 40 stanps. The m niature
sheet is printed in the quantity of 50,000 only.

NEW POSTAL STATI ONERY



The 13th issue of the custom zed envel ope for Bank of Mharashtra was
rel eased on Cctober 24, 2003.

The ‘postage pre-paid for Rs.5 is inscribed below the inprinted stanp.
The envelope is in the size of 220 x 110 nmand is printed in the
quantity of 50, 000.

This issue, |ike other custom zed stationery, is NOT available to public
or philatelists through the Post O fice.

NEW SPECI AL POSTMARKS

India Post will provide a special postmark on Novenber 15, 2003 at New
Del hi to mark the New-born Week

For availability and charges, please contact the Philatelic Bureau,
Sansad Marg Head Post Office, New Del hi 100 001

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EXHI Bl TI ONS

The following |ist of events scheduled for next few nonths is subject to
change. We update it in every issue with the information received during
the week. The organizers may be contacted for further details.

Novenmber

14, Faridabad, District Leve

14, Satara, District Leve

14- 15, Ludhiana, The club finally decided in favor of hol ding the show
14-16, Gwalior, Coins Show

15- 16, Bharuch, District Leve

27-30, Thrissur, KERAPEX, State Leve

Decenber
19-21, Kol kata, National Stanmp Fair
26-29, Dharwad, KARNAPEX, State Leve

January 2004
9-11, Tirupur, Coin-Stanmpex
9-12, Nagpur, MAHAPEX, State Leve

For a list of exhibition held this year, please visit

http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conm’ Cont ent/ Event s/ a300. ht m

STAMP ON BAJI RAO

The 17th Century Maratha General Peshwa Bajirao | has won anot her

battle. India Post’s Deputy Director-CGeneral (Philately) Devika Kumar in
a recent letter to the Marathi Rajya Snriti Pratishthan confirned that a
stanmp will be issued on Bajiroa in 2004.

It may be recalled that in the nonth of June |ast year, the India Post
had witten to the Pratishthan, stating that it did not think it worthy
of issuing a stanp on Peshwa Bajirao |I. The letter had stated that a
stanp on the Peshwa did not satisfy the Philatelic Advisory Conmittee
gui delines, which stipulate that, ‘the personalities on whom
comenorative stanps nmay be issued should be of national or

i nternational inportance.



The Pratishthan had been pushing for a stanp or a coin dedicated to this
stalwart Maratha Ceneral for the last six years to coincide with the
general’s 300th birth anniversary which fell in August 2000. The
Prati sht han has now suggested that the proposed stanp should show t he
only avail able authentic painting of Bajirao fromthe coll ection of
Pilajirao Jadhav.

FAKE STAMP SCAM UPDATES

1

The report tabled by the Special Investigating Team probing the nulti-
billion fake stanp scam before the Miunmbai Hi gh Court on November 12,
2003 nentioned nine acts of om ssions and conmmi ssions by the Minbai
Pol i ce Conmmi ssioner R S Sharma. This was di scl osed by Advocate Cenera
Gool am Vahanvati before Chief Justice C K Thakker and Justice Abhay Cka
while submitting SIT report on the alleged role of Sharma in allegedly
shi el ding prinme accused Abdul Karim Tel gi

The report was presented to the court in a sealed cover captioned
“involverent of Shri R S Sharma’. The court has ordered the SIT to hand
over the report to Chief Mnister Sushil kumar Shinde for taking
necessary action in the matter. On a plea nade by the Advocate General
the report has been classified and not nade public. Vahanvati urged the
court not to make the report public in view of the ongoing probe.

Earlier the SIT questioned Sharma on Novenber 8 & 9, 2003. As the Pune

Pol i ce Conmi ssioner, Sharma had headed the investigations in 2002 and

all egedly granted favors to Tel gi. Sharma faced nore than 300 questions
over 1l1-and-a-half hours spread across three sessions.

Sharma al | egedly went out of his way to protect the investigating

of ficer of the case, Assistant Conmi ssioner of Police Mdhamad Ml ani
Mul ani al ong with I nspector P R Deshnukh reportedly blackmiled Telg
for not arresting his wife, four-year-old daughter and his ailing
brother. He demanded Rs30 million and accepted Rsl1l.5 million as the
first installnment. This, sources said, had the tacit support of Sharna.
While the investigations were on, Milani was transferred after his role
came under a cloud. But he got it stayed by the Maharashtra
Administrative Tribunal and inmedi ately Sharma got him back into the
Tel gi investigation team Munbai Hi gh Court on Novenber 12, 2003
directed the SIT to probe the allegations against these two officers and
arrest themif there was evidence agai nst them

2

Kar nat aka Speci al | nvestigation Team (SIT) handed over 56 tapes to
Maharashtra SIT on Novenber 10, 2003 on the direction given by a bench
headed by Munmbai High Court’s Chief Justice C K Thakker on the basis of
a public interest litigation filed by activist Anna Hazare and ot hers.
The tapes contain phone about 1300 conversations between fake stanmp scam
mast ermi nd Abdul Karim Tel gi and others, including politicians and
pol i cenen.

3



Maharashtra SI T questi oned Assi stant Conmi ssioner of Police Ramekant
Padwal and Seni or |nspector Anil Deshrmukh on Novenber 10, 2003 on their
all eged role in shielding Telgi

Padwal was under the command of Joint Conm ssioner of Police Sridhar
Vagal who has been arrested on Novenber 7, 2003. Investigators believe
that Wagal and Padwal allowed Telgi to stay at his Cuffe Parade
apartnent when he should have been in a police |ock-up. Telgi was al so
taken to Hyderabad, Goa and Bangal ore on business trips using governnent
funds while in custody

I nspector Anil Deshnukh is attached to the Narpule police station in
Bhi wandi town of nearby Thane district. He was understood to have been
gquestioned in connection with the seizure of fake stanp papers worth Rs
8.5 billion in Bhiwandi on January 16, 2003. According to SIT sources,
the seizure was 'stage-managed' and it was done allegedly at the

i nstance of Telgi. The records showed that the seizure was nade on a
tip-off given by a Telgi aide.

4
Maharashtra SIT on Novenber 9, 2003 arrested two nore policemen for
their alleged involvenent in the scam Prosecution Sub-1nspectors Jangle
of Thane police and Nemade of Nasik police were arrested at their
respecti ve headquarters.

5

Bi har police have busted an inter-state gang engaged in produci ng and
selling fake stanps and stanp papers and recovered material worth Rs 2
mllion on Novenber 9, 2003 at Patna. Police arrested 8 crinminals of the
gang al so sei zed huge cache of firearnms, foreign currencies, and the
machi nes used in printing fake stanps. Police raid was conducted on the
basis of the clue given by a crimnal arrested earlier near Beur Centra
jail.

6

Maharashtra SIT arrested Munbai’'s Joi nt Conmi ssioner of Police
(Intelligence), Sridhar Vagal, on November 7, 2003 at Minbai the basis
of evidence gathered against himfor his alleged role in shielding prine
accused, Abdul Karim Telgi. Vagal, is the 59'" person and the 6'" police
officer to be arrested in this case. Vagal, who holds the rank of

I nspector General of Police, is the first Indian Police Service officer
to be booked under the Maharashtra Control of Organized Crinme Act.

Vagal was sunmoned to the SIT office in Wrli and questioned for three
hours before he was arrested. He was | ater taken to Pune where he was
produced on Novenber 8, 2003 before a Special Court where Judicia

Magi strate, First Class, A A A Shai kh remanded himto police custody
till Novenber 13, 2003.

Earlier, Vagal was questioned by the SIT on Novenmber 4 and 5 on the
probe carried out by the police under his supervision. Vagal is facing
the allegation of devel oping a nexus with Telgi through subordinate

of ficers and all egedly shielding himby hushing up investigations.



Following the arrest SIT raided four prenises of the accused in Minbai
and Pune, police said here. The raids started i mediately after Wagal's
arrest and Anti Corruption Bureau (ACB) staff assisted SIT in the
searches. SIT seized a large quantity of docunents after thoroughly
searching Vagal's office |located at Maharashtra Police Headquarters in
Colaba. It follows the seizure of large nunber of incrinmnating materia
fromthe official's car on the day of his arrest.

7

Munbai police have cancelled the licence of Al ankar Lodge in the Grant
Road area owned by Telgi. The | odge was recently |isted anong 22
properties in Minbai that have been sealed by the SIT. The SIT has

al ready begun the process of attaching five properties owned by Tel gi
The remaining 17 are rented prem ses. The SIT al so asked a special court
in Pune to freeze 38 accounts held by Telgi in various banks in the
state. The matter will cone up for hearing on Novenber 29

NEPAL STAMP PROGRAM 2004

Mar ch
50'" Anniversary of the Social Services of United M ssion, Rs5

Silver Jubilee of Neapal Netrajyoti Sangh, Rs5

Apri |
Visit Nepal Series, Set of 2, Gadhi Mai Bara, Rsl1l2, & Maya Devi Tenple
Lunbi ni, Rs25

May
Centenary of FIFA Rs25

July
58'" Birthday of the His Majesty King Gyanendra, Rs5

August
Personal ity Series, Set of 2, Yogi NarhariNath & NayaRaj Panta, Rs5 each

Oct ober
Bi o-di versity Series, Set of 4, Gant Atlas Mth, Rufous Piculet
Wbodpecker, Jum i Marsi Dhan, Stellera Decunmbens, Rs10 each

Mountain Series, Set of 8, Everest, Kanchenjungha, Lhotse, Mkalu, Cho
Oyu, Dhaul agiri, Manaslu, Annapurna 1°%

Decenber
Gol den Jubil ee of Madan Puruskar (prize), Rs5

Scul pture Series, Set of 4, Jayarama, Umanaheshwar Pashupati, Vi shworupa
Changu, Banshagopal Makawanpurgadhi Makawanpur, Rs10 each

FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS

The Advertising Supplenment to ‘Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is
avail abl e on-line http://ww.stanpsofindi a.coml Content/Ads/ ads. ht m




VI EW6 & OPI NI ONS

READERS FORUM
<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evol ve the
newsl etter. Please do |let us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

PRAKASH MODY

| sincerely thank you for this free public educational service in the

i nterest of the business as well as an encouragenent of the hobby. |
congratul ate your efforts and care you both take in providing tinmely and
relevant info. Oficial announcenents or information may or may not
reach but through this e-newsletter we are getting free up-to-date news
& views of the subject. | appreciate your social service activity.

Pl ease continue the topics covered including Fakes & Scans info. It is
good that you give enmnil addresses of the contacts. Links and other
websites can be nore hel pful too.

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndi an Laws Rel evant to Philately
http://ww. st anpsofindi a. conmf Content/ Gui de/ M sc/ |l aws. htm

Report Cyber Crinme & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ M sc/ cybercrinme. htm

ALSO I N THE NEWS

STAMPS OF SANDA | SLAND

The owners of the little island of Sanda have won a 10-year battle to
have their postal service restored. To celebrate their ‘David and
Goliath’ victory against Royal Mail, Meg Gannon and her husband Dick are
to restore an old tradition by printing their own stanps.

St anps were produced by the Russell famly on Sanda, which sits at the
convergence of the Irish Sea and the Firth of Clyde, in the 1960s with
the help of MalcolmKelly, a printer in Grvan. The final stanps -
featuring the Apollo moon landing in 1969 — were printed in 1970 for
Jack Bruce of Cream the pop group, who owned the island. They are now
collectors' itens and are traded on the internet.

Gannon said they hoped to re-introduce Sanda stanps for the reopening of
the Byron Darnton in spring next year. "W will probably produce a set
to commenorate the pub, |ighthouse, birds, chapel and Scotland's fourth
bird observatory on the island."

Earlier this year, the Gannons opened the Byron Darnton, one of the nost
renote and i naccessible pubs in Scotland, after overcom ng a series of
setbacks — including a lightning strike, a | ost boat and nooring, and

f oot - and- mout h. However, restoring the post proved to be a 10-year-
battle.

The island lies 25 mles west of Grvan and two miles off the south tip
of the Mull of Kintyre.



<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>

WEB SI TE UPDATES

STAMPS OF I NDI A http://ww.stanpsofindia.com

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in foll owi ng segnents -
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LI NKS.

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://stanpsonindia.netfirns.com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics

ADM NI STRI VI A

Publ i shed by Madhu Jhi ngan nj hi ngan@ahoo. com for *Stanps of India’
Apartment 49-D, Bl ock BG 5, Paschim Vihar, New Del hi 110063. India
Phone: +91-11-25281578 Mbbile: +91-9868140089(MJ), +91-9811160884(SJ)

Subj ect to Del hi Jurisdiction

Qur now fanpus Discl ai ner!
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ w04. ht m

STAMPS OF | NDI A COLLECTORS COWPANI ON, Back issues in Print

Vol .1 2000, |ssue #1-19, Rs.500

Vol .2 2001, |ssue #20-52, Rs.950

Vol .3 2002, |ssue #53-97, Rs. 1250

Vol .4 2003, Part 1, Issue #98-122, (January-June) Rs. 650

Conpl ete Set, as above, postpaid: Rs.3500 (inland) or US$95 (overseas)

STAMPS OF | NDI A COLLECTORS COVPANI ON, Back |ssues on CD
Issue # 1 — latest issue, Rs.500 or US$ 10 postpaid

STAMPS OF | NDI A COLLECTORS COVPANI ON, Back Issues on the Wb Site
Issue # 1 — | atest issue, No Charge
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf Cont ent/ Downl oad/ ar chi ves. ht m
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for what purpose, before using the sane.



