| SSN 0972- 3587

-------------- STAMPS OF | NDI A COLLECTORS COMPANION ---------------
The First & Only Weekly on Philately & Postal Services of India

Awar ds Received: Silver Medal with the ‘Felicitations of the Jury’ at
‘BELA CA 2001’ World Philatelic Exhibition, Brussels, June 9-17, 2001
| ssue # 139 — October 23, 2003. Published Every Thursday

Edi ted by Madhu Jhi ngan and Savita Jhi ngan

Stanp | ssues Schedul ed for Rel ease

New St anps Rel eased

Speci al Postal Stationery

New Speci al Post mar ks

New St anp Cards

Recent & Forthcoming Events

Recent Periodical Publications

Suppl i es of Postal Labels

Fake Stanmp Scam Updat es

New | ssues of Nepa
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t he subject |ine.

To unsubscri be, send emnil to stanpsofindi a@ atanova.comwith
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Back i ssues of this newsletter are avail able for downl oad at
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Al so available in print and on CD - details at the end of this issue.
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Happy Deepawali — the festival of |ights.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter
- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: AV
Jayachandran from Pondi cherry, L R Rajagopal from Coi nbatore, Raj Kunar
from Hyderabad, Prashant Pandya from Vadodara, Shyam P Nhuchhe Pradhan
from Kat hmandu (Nepal ), Tinmes of India, |Indian Express, New |Indian
Express, Md Day, and Governnent of India s Press |Information Bureau.

We invite your inputs, please emanil to stanpsofindi a@ atanova.com




Pl ease nention this newsletter when contacting other philatelists.

If you've found this newsletter useful, recomend it to a friend.
Better still, forward a copy of this issue.

Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shall reinmburse the costs incurred on photos, philatelic itens issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.

Pl ease send your queries in detail (imges welconme) on all nmatters
related to Philately and Postal History of India and Indian States. W
will attenpt to find an answer for you

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

FORTHCOM NG STAMP | SSUES

India Post will issue a set of 4 special stanps on Greetings on October
30, 2003. Two stanps are in the denonmination of Rs 4, inland book post
rate and two are in Rs 5, inland letter rate. The book post/printed
matter rate is applicable for greeting cards when they are not seal ed.

India Post will issue a commenorative stanp in the denom nation of Rs 5
on 150 years of tel econmunications in India on Novenber 1, 2003.

These issues along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet,
at Rs.2 each, shall be available on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post
O fices including all Philatelic Bureaus and Counters in the country.

NEW STAMPS RELEASED

NARENDRA MOHAN
The Prime Mnister of India released a conmenorative stanp on Narendra
Mohan on October 14, 2003 at a special function at New Del hi.

During the independence struggle, newspapers had the main task of
nobi | i zati on of nationalist ideology and they were the chief instrunents
to carry out this task. Narendra Mbohan was an illustrious successor to
this | egacy of powerful and fearless journalismwhen he becane, in 1965,
the editor of the Dainik Jagran that was set up by his father in 1947.
In the heyday of English newspapers, he took it upon hinmself the mantle
of upliftment of H ndi journalism WMbhan believed that the actual role
of a newspaper is to voice the commopn man’s views and that this is
possi bl e only when the node of communication is a |anguage that is
comonly understood. He had a nmulti-faceted personality and has nmany
literary works to his credit.

The stanmp was designed by the Calcutta Security Printers Limited based
on the photograph provided by the sponsors of the issue. Al ka Sharna
designed the First Day Cover and the pictorial first day postmark.

I nformati on Sheet containing wite-up and technical data and priced at
Rs.2 was issued on the occasion. The FDC is also priced at Rs 2.



Calcutta Security Printers Limted of Kanpur printed the stanps by photo
Offset in two colors on Matt Chrono paper in the quantity of 0.4 mllion
in the sheets of 45 stanps.

GOVI NDRAO PANSARE
I ndi a Post released a commenorative stanp on Govi ndrao Pansare on
Oct ober 21, 2003.

A martyr who laid dowmn his |ife for the notherland, Pansare played a
noteworthy role in the popul ar nmovenment against autocratic rule in
Hyderabad State. He was an excel |l ent organizer and took a lead in

buil ding many institutions and associations got farmers, porters,
traders and wonen. He sowed the seeds of nationalismin the comopn man
t hrough these institutions.

Bi noy Varghese designed the stanmp and the First Day Cover. Al ka Sharma
designed the pictorial first day postmark. Information Sheet containing
write-up and technical data and priced at Rs.2 was issued on the
occasion. The FDC is also priced at Rs 2.

India Security Press of Nashik Road printed the stanps by photogravure
in multicolor on inported un-watermrked adhesive gravure coated stanp
paper in the quantity of 0.4 million in the sheets of 42 stanps.

SPECI AL POSTAL STATI ONERY

Further to the report in issue # 137 of Cctober 9, 2003 we have | earned
that India Post has also issued a Reply Post Card in Septenber 2003
printed by India Security Press Nashik Road with the nessage “Phil ately:
Ki ng of Hobbies, Collect India Postage stanps, Contact Nearest

Phil atelic Bureau”.

This is not an advertisenent but pronotional nessage by India Post to
promote philately in India. To neet the demand for the reply post cards
these were to be printed and distributed in a particular area. As there
were no ads available matching the criteria, these would normally have
been printed with out an ad as was done till now. India Post seized this
opportunity for the pronotional nessage of its own.

Earlier an Inland Letter Card was issued on May 5, 2003 printed by
Security Printing Press (SPP) at Hyderabad and was | ater nmade avail abl e
at philatelic bureaus.

NEW SPECI AL POSTMARKS

I ndi a Post provided a special postmark on July 17, 2003 at Hyderabad to
mark 100 years of India Governnent M nt at Hyderabad. A special cover
was al so i ssued on this occasion.

I ndi a Post provided three different special postnmarks on July 30, 2003
at Raj ahrmundry to mark Godavari Pushkaram Three different covers were
al so i ssued on the occasion.

NEW STAMP CARDS

Philatelic Bureau, Calicut has brought out a set of six types of Picture
Post Cards on various thenmes reproduci ng | ndian stanps on Fanous Beaches



of India, Classic Painting series, Holy Buddhi st Centers, CGens & Ancient
Jewel | ery of India, The Ascent of Munt Everest and Di pl omatic

Rel ati onshi p between | ndia and Japan. These Picture post cards are

avail abl e at Rs.25 per set of 6 cards. Please contact the Senior

Post master, Philatelic Bureau, Calicut 673001 for your requirenents.
RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EXHI Bl TI ONS

Bel at ed news received - Arny Postal Service organized circle |eve
philatelic exhibitions at Minbai on February 20, 2003 and at Lucknow on
February 20 and 21, 2003.

SCHOOL PEX
A philatelic exhibition was held at Channapatna on Septenber 12 and 13,
2003.

FAPCCI - HYPEX

Hyder abad Phil atelic & Hobbies Society in association with Andhra
Pradesh Chanbers of Comerce & Industry organized a philatelic

exhi bition on Septenmber 20 & 21, 2003 at Hyderabad. A special cover was
i ssued on the occasion.

APPEX
I ndi a Post organized the 10th state |level philatelic exhibition of
Andhra Pradesh on October 16 -19, 2003 at Hyder abad.

Four special covers with special postmarks, one for each day, were
rel eased that feature Buddha Statue at Hussain Sagar, Sri Raghavendra
Swany Tenpl e, Lanbada Tribals, and Multi Mdal Transport System A
souvenir was al so rel eased on the occasion. Please contact the

Phil atelic Bureau, GPO Hyderabad 500 001 for availability and other
details.

196 participants including 110 in Youth class displayed their exhibits
in 357 frames. In addition, 10 internationally acclainmed exhibits were
di splayed in Invitee class in 65 franes.

The Jury chaired by Chief Post Master Ceneral of Andhra Pradesh, T S
Govi nda Raj an consi sted of Ashok Kumar Bayanwal a and Dr Sita Bhateja
with Charles Lobo and B K Nagpal as Apprentices.

The Chairman of Andhra Pradesh State Council for Hi gher Education

Prof essor C Subba Rao gave away the awards. Sunita Mdhamred bagged
OGsmania University’'s Trophy for ‘Sea Shore Life' best exhibit in
Chanpi onshi p Cl ass and Val ni ck Desai bagged Chi ef Postmaster General’s
Trophy for the best exhibit in conpetition class for ‘Waternmark
Panorama’ .

Nagpal conducted a workshop on philately on the first and | ast day, on
the 2" day an essay witing conpetition for children was organi zed t hat
was followed by a quiz conpetition conducted by Devendra Jain, and on
the 3’9 day a seminar on philately was organi zed. Bayanwal a read his
paper on Moddern Postal History of India while A R Singhee recycled his
old article in Ind Dak on Postal Stationery during the seninar



FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

The following |ist of events scheduled for next few nonths is subject to
change. We update it in every issue with the information received during
the week. The organizers may be contacted for further details.

Oct ober
31-Nov 1 & 2, Mysore, Regiona

Novenmber

2-4, Pune, Coins Show

8- 10, Coochbehar, District Leve
14-16, Gwalior, Coins Show

27-30, Thrissur, KERAPEX, State Leve
XX- XX, Satara, District Leve

Decenber
26-29, Dharwad, KARNAPEX, State Leve

January 2004
9-11, Tirupur, Coin-Stanmpex
9-12, Nagpur, MAHAPEX, State Leve

NOTES
Ludhi ana’s regul ar exhibition held every year, on November 14, is not
bei ng held this year

New dates are awaited for the Lucknow exhibition that was schedul ed for
Oct ober 2003.

For a list of exhibition held this year, please visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conm’ Cont ent/ Event s/ a300. ht m

RECENT PERI ODI CAL PUBLI CATI ONS

VADOPHI L, \Whol e # 96, October 2003

Editors: Prashant H Pandya & Tinmr R Shah

Publ i sher: Baroda Philatelic Society

Address: ‘Jaya’, Dala Patel’s Pole, Narsinhji’'s Pole, Vadodara 390001
Annual Subscription: Rs. 100

THE HYDERABAD PHI LATELI ST, Irregular - previous issue 1999, Cct 2003
Chai rman of the Publication Conmittee: Shri Prakash Agarwaa
Publ i sher: Hyderabad Phil atelic & Hobbies Society

Address: #4 Jawahar Nagar, Prenderghast Road, Secunderabad 500003
Annual Subscription: Rs. 75

SUPPLI ES OF POSTAL LABELS

The Post Master General of Agra Region of the Uttar Pradesh Circle
invites tenders for supply of |am nated Sel f-adhesive preprinted
duplicate Barcode stickers for Speed Post articles and Express Parcel
Post articles. The |ast date to submit the tender is Novenber 19, 2003.
For nore information, contact the Ofice of the Post Master General
Agra Regi on, Agra 282001



FAKE STAMP SCAM UPDATES

1

On Cct ober 20, 2003 the Special Investigation Team (SIT) alleged that

Tel gi, though he was behind bars, spoke to a nenber of the Minbai
Police’s Crime Branch unit at Sahar airport, to ensure the rel ease of
one of his consignnents of fake stanps seized at the Munbai airport. The
SIT is probing how Tel gi got hold of a nobile phone inside the jail, but
claimed to have evidence to back their claimabout himspeaking to a
Crime Branch offici al

SIT sources said Andhal e was being grilled in connection with raids
conducted by himon sone offices in Fort and Andheri areas of Minbai in
May 2002. ‘During the searches, he had recovered fake stanps worth

several mllions of rupees and picked up for questioning two persons who
were selling the counterfeits’. The duo reportedly told Andhal e that
they worked for Telgi, who was then in a Karnataka jail, and al so

furni shed his nobile phone nunber. ‘Andhale then called up Telgi and
demanded noney to hush up the raids and set free his nen’. Andhal e not
only hushed the raids, but also sold the seized stanps in the market.
The SIT has naned himas ‘an abettor in Telgi’'s organized crine

syndi cat e’

Incidentally, Andhale was the investigating officer in the case
regi stered against Telgi by the crinme branch in 1998. SIT has all eged
that he had ‘gone slow on the investigations.

SIT suspects that sone officers in the Minbai police had sought to
sabot age the scaminvestigations by facilitating the escape of two key
Wi t nesses, Anand and Poojari, and killing of a third, Amr Choudhary.
The CBD Bel apur police recently identified Choudhary’s body, which was
recovered from Munbai creek in June.

‘The Munbai crime branch had raided a storage facility in Bhiwandi in
January and recovered fake stanp papers worth Rs 8.5 billion. But the
of ficers were bribed not to nane Telgi in the charge sheet, which was
filed in April’.

In another raid by the city crine branch in Novenber 2002, severa
machi nes used for printing the fake stanp papers were found at a place
near Crawford Market, opposite the Miunbai Police Comr ssioner’s office.
“Surprisingly, the machi nes were not seized,’” an SIT officer said.

2

Deputy Conmi ssioner of Police (Detection) Pradeep Sawant of the Minbai
Crinme Branch and his junior, Assistant Comr ssioner of Police Ramakant
Padwal , have been sumoned to Pune for questioning by the SIT probing
the multibillion fake stanp paper scam

Sawant was indicted earlier in the year by the S K Jaiswal Committee
report that reveal ed inconsistencies in the probe into the fake stanp
scam The report has suggested action agai nst senior police officers
i ncl udi ng Munbai Police Comr ssioner R S Sharma (he was Pune Police
Conmmi ssi oner when the scam was busted), then Joint Conm ssioner



Maheshgouri, and Deputy Comr ssioner Sawant, for | ackadaisica
i nvestigation into the racket spearheaded by Tel gi

3

In a major breakthrough in the nultibillion-rupee fake stanp scam the
SIT, led by C H Wakade, on October 18, 2003 arrested three senior police
officials from Munbai. The three arrested are Assistant Conm ssioner of
Police Gokul Patil (intelligence departnment), police inspector Vashi st
Andal e (Sahar airport crine branch), and Pratap Kakade of the Nal asopara
police station (Thane rural). Al the three have been booked under the
Mahar ashtra Control of Organised Crine Act (MCOCA).

The arrests were made for their alleged laxity in probing the cases
filed against Telgi, the kingpin of the racket, in various police
stations in Munbai since 1996. The officials even went to the extent of
weakeni ng the cases against Telgi, thus, ensuring that he is discharged
fromthe charges.

The SIT opened investigations into the earlier cases after the Bonbay
Hi gh Court recently raised a query while hearing a wit petition filed
by Anna Hazare. The social worker wanted to know what had happened to
the previous cases filed against Telgi, and who were the officials
responsi ble for lapses in investigating the cases. The high court

appoi nted special investigating officer S S Puri to supervise the
overall investigations in the scam and nonitor the probe against the
police officials involved in the scamin particular. The arrests were
made after the | apses becanme known while investigating the cases.

Judicial Magistrate First Class, J C Jagdale on Cctober 19, 2003
remanded the arrested police officials to police custody until Novenber
3, 2003. Demanding their police custody, special public prosecutor Raja
Thakare said Andale and the other two officials allegedly hel ped Abdu
Karim Tel gi, the alleged kingpin in the scam when they were working
with the Dharavi crinme branch and the Meera Road Police Station
respectively. Thakare said ‘it was the patronage of such public servants
that hel ped the racket spread in as nmany as 17 states’.

In a newtwist to the stanp scam Thakare alleged that the arrested
Munbai pol i cenen had passed on hefty suns received fromscanster Telg
to ‘higher-ups’ in the police. Thakare said that he did not want to
reveal the nanes of senior officers, as there were nedi a persons present
in court. He underlined the need for the SIT to interrogate the trio.

He said Andal e was senior to assistant police inspector Dilip Kamat, who
was al ready under arrest. ‘Andale is in-charge of investigations agai nst
accused Tarbez Tel gi and Jabrez Sangvi and was aware of Telgi’'s

i nvol vement in the scam but took no action,’ he added. Thakare cl ai med
t hat Andal e knew t hat Andheri - Munbai - based firnms Mark Enterprises and S
S Services were selling counterfeit stanps, but did not take action

agai nst them ‘Andal e detained 10 nenbers of Telgi’'s crinme syndicate
after finding fake stanps worth Rs 5 mllion at these conpani es, but

rel eased them wi thout registering cases, for which he was allegedly paid
Rs 1 million.’



Thakare said the SIT probing the scam had proof that the conpanies sold
fake stanps worth nmillions of rupees after the incident. About the other
two accused, he said Patil and Kakade, too, canme to know of Telgi’s

i nvol venent after a case was registered in the scam on August 22, 1999,

and that they had visited his residence while working at the Meera Road
Police Station. ‘But no searches were carried out.’

He all eged that Kakade visited Telgi’'s place on seven occasi ons between
Septenber 2, 1999, and October 13, 1999. ‘ However, he neither shared
this with the |ocal police, nor did he keep a watch on Telgi’'s
activities,” he added. Thakare said the failure of the accused officials
to send the fake stanps seized fromthe racket to the India Security
Press at Nasik helped it spread. He said Patil received Rs 0.6 nmillion
and Kakade, Rs 50,000, for the ‘favors’.

Def ence counsel Viraj Kakade argued that the SIT had al ready recorded
the accused' s statenents and hence, they need not be sent to police
custody. He also argued that the statenment of a co-accused can not be a
ground for granting remand, adding that the three junior officials were
bei ng made a scapegoat. Kakade said he had arrested 10 persons in the
case and recovered a | ot of nobney, while Patil said he had been arrested
after Dheeraj Patel provided wong information about him Andal e argued
that a | ocal Deputy Conm ssioner of Police had cleared himin a sinilar

i nquiry.

4

The Maharashtra State government suffered a major enmbarrassnment on

Oct ober 15, 2003 when Bonbay Hi gh Court directed special investigating
officer S S Puri to probe the role of Munbai Police Commi ssioner, Ranjit
Singh Sharma, in the fake stanp scam

The court directive cane up on a public interest litigation filed by
soci al activist, Anna Hazare. The bench conprising Chief Justice C K
Thakkar and Justice Abhay Oak asked the investigator to expedite the
probe against the city police chief and to subnit a report by Novenber
12, 2003 as Sharma is scheduled to retire on Novenmber 30, 2003.

Suspicion was first cast on Sharma in a report by the Additiona
Conmmi ssi oner of Police, S M Mishrif, submtted to the government early
this year. Mushrif was asked to probe the |l apse of the police in

i nvestigating the case.

Though Mushrif headed the investigation initially, he was |ater
transferred for reasons not yet known. He then all eged that

i nvestigating officers, along with Sharma, had protected Telgi. There
were also allegations that Sharnma in his capacity as Pune police chief,
had deliberately kept ‘sonme |oose ends’ that hel ped Telgi and his
associates to get away. ‘Since Sharma is due to retire on Novenber 30,
his culpability in delaying action agai nst the accused should be
probed,’ the court was told.

The Hi gh Court also ordered the Karnataka state police to submt
certified copies of transcripts of tel ephonic conversations between
suspended Assi stant Conm ssioner, A C Miulani, and prinme accused Tel gi



Meanwhil e, Nitin Gadkari, |eader of the Opposition in Maharashtra
Legi sl ative Assenbly, demanded further directive to probe the role of
ot her ‘higher-ups’ in the governnent. ‘Today’'s directive vindicates our
stand,’ he said. Gadkari had recently created a flutter by his

all egation that ‘some top’ functionaries in the government had received
Rs 200 million from Telgi to scuttle the probe.

NEW | SSUES OF NEPAL

Nepal issued a stanp on Cctober 22, 2003 in the denomi nation of Rs. 25
to mark the Export Year 2003.

K K Karmacharya desi gned the horizontal stanp. Austrian Governnment
Printing O fice, Vienna printed it in four colors by offset |ithography
in the quantity of 0.5 million in sheets of 50 stanps on high quality
stanp paper with tropical gunmm ng.

BENYAHI A MOHAMVED

I wish to exchange Al gerian and wd used stanps, wwl phonecards and

Al gerian mnt postcards with others collectors from worl dwi de.

Pl ease contact ne on emmil Benyaned@ahoo. fr

FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS

The Advertising Supplenment to ‘Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is
avail able on-line http://ww.stanpsofindi a.coml Content/Ads/ ads. ht m

VI EW6 & OPI NI ONS

READERS FORUM
<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evol ve the
newsl etter. Please do |let us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndi an Laws Rel evant to Philately
http://ww. st anpsofindi a. conmf Content/ Gui de/ M sc/ |l aws. htm

Report Cyber Crinme & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ M sc/ cybercrinme. htm

<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>

WEB SI TE UPDATES

STAMPS OF I NDI A http://ww. stanpsofindia.com

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in foll owi ng segnents -
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so




all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LI NKS.

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://stanpsonindia.netfirns.com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics
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Subj ect to Del hi Jurisdiction

For reproduci ng content from Stanps of India publications
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Qur now fanpus Discl ai ner!
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