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JHI NGANS JOTTI NGS
H

Amar preet Duggal , Senior Superintendent of Post O fices at Chandi garh
joined as Assistant Director General, Philately Division, Posta
Directorate at New Del hi with effect from August 4, 2003.

On its own this appears to be a sinple change in the Philatelic Division
of India Post or is it India Post’s contribution to wonen’s enpower nment ?

Puzzl ed? Well here are the details of the officers of the Philatelic
Di vision, see if you agree with us — Devi ka Kumar as Deputy Director
General heads the Division, Meera Handa is the Director, and R Gayathri



is the Section Oficer, now Duggal joins as Assistant Director General
all | adies!

Perhaps this is natural in a year when India Post is headed by Padma
Bal asubramani an the first lady to occupy the office of the Director
General in 150 years of its existence!

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter
- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Rajesh K
Agarwal a of New Del hi, International Philatelic Federation (FIP), Tines
of India and I ndian Express.

Pl ease nention this newsletter when contacting other philatelists.

The Advertising Supplenment to ‘Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is
now avail able on-line http://ww.stanpsofindi a.com Cont ent/Ads/ ads. ht m

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

STAMPS OF | NDI A COLLECTORS COVPANI ON | N PRI NT

We have been constantly asked to publish this newsletter in the printed
form We, on nore than one occasion, cane very close to |aunching a
monthly printed edition but for various reasons this dream hasn’t turned
into reality yet.

On the third anniversary of Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion, we
fulfill another |ongstanding demand of our readers by nmaki ng avail abl e
the back issues of the Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion in printed
form

We are getting a limted edition of 50 individually nunbered softbound
copies printed in four year-w se volunes as foll ows:

Vol .1 2000, I|ssue #1-19, Rs.500

Vol . 2 2001, |ssue #20-52, Rs. 950

Vol . 3 2002, |ssue #53-97, Rs. 1250

Vol .4 2003, Part 1, |ssue #98-122, Rs. 650

Part 1 of Vol. 4 contains issues till the end of June 2003 and Part 2
with issues till end of Decenber 2003 will be available in January 2004.

The orders for a conplete set, weighing approximately 2.5 kil ograns,
shall be charged Rs. 150 extra for delivery to destinations within India
and Rs. 650 extra for overseas destinations for delivery by registered

book rate air mail. Thus the total cost including delivery charges is
Rs. 3500 for inland and US$95 for overseas orders. The bank charges
incurred on inward renmittances, if any, will also be charged extra

To reserve your copy, please enail to njhi ngan@ahoo.com now.

TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS CONSULTANTS | NDI A LI M TED




I ndi a Post provided a special postmark to comenorate the Silver Jubilee
of Tel econmuni cati ons Consultants India Limted on August 4, 2003 at New
Del hi .

For availability and charges, please contact the Philatelic Bureau,
Parliament Street Head Post Office, New Del hi 110 001.

SERVI CE CHARGE ABOLI SHED ON STANDI NG ORDERS

The |l evy of service charges of Rs.10 per dispatch to deposit account

hol ders at philatelic bureaus is waived with effect from August 1, 2003
in respect of those stanps and philatelic items rel eased on or after

t hat date.

It was earlier waived with effect from October 1, 2000 but was
reinstated with effect from March 1, 2003.

AUCTI ON BY | NDI AN THEMATI C SCCI ETY

I ndi an Thematic Society of Ludhiana is holding its 21 postal auction.
The 150-1ot auction closes on August 30, 2003.

For further details please contact indianthenmaticsociety@ediffmil.com

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS
Following is an inconplete |ist of events scheduled till the end of the
year. Additions and alternations are very nuch expected:

August

9-11, Jaipur, SCHOOLPEX

15-17, Kol kata, National Stanmp Fair
22-24, Minbai, Num smatic Fair

?, Siliguri

Sept enber
? , Darjeeling
? , Coochbehar

Oct ober

2-4, Ahnedabad, GUJPEX
10-13, Jaipur, RAJPEX
16-19, Hyderabad, APPEX

Novemnber
27-30, Thrissur, KERAPEX

Decenber
? , Miunbai, MAHAPEX

For a list of exhibition held this year and earlier, please visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com’ Cont ent/ Event s/ a300. ht m

PHI LATELI C LI TERATURE AVAI LABLE ONLI NE

The website ww. kashnirstanps.ca has lots of information on erstwhile
Princely State of Jamu & Kashmir. It covers postage stanps, posta
stationery, postal markings, production processes, useful checklists,




Persi an and Dogri | anguages and scripts, Calendar conversion utilities,
and a reference area having an article index and bi bliography.

The philatelic literature on Jammu & Kashnir is perhaps even nore
difficult of find than the philatelic material itself. The two inportant
wor ks on the subject by Masson, and by Sefi & Mortinmer are avail able
online here.

This is a wel conme nove not only for philatelists interested in Jammu &
Kashmr but for all and we hope many nore inportant but el usive works
wi Il soon be avail abl e online

FAKE STAMPS SCAM UPDATE

01

Gaf far Nabilal Tamboli (54) becane the 48th accused person to be
arrested by the special investigation team (SIT) investigating the
multi-billion fake stanp scam

Tanmbol i, who was one of the three people declared 'absconding' by the
court recently, surrendered hinself at the SIT office at the State
Reserve Police Force (SRPF) centre in Pune on July 31, 2003. O the

absconding trio, Laxman Tirvir had been arrested in Sangli |ast nonth,
while Tabrez Telgi is still at |arge.
According to the SIT, Tanmboli is the brother-in-law of stanp scam co-

accused Azim Telgi, who is also in police custody. The Bundgarden police
had rai ded a basenent in the Botawal a chambers in Fort, Minbai on June
10, 2002 and unearthed huge quantities of fake stanps. The basenent was
rented by Tanmboli from April 2000 for a nonthly rent of Rs.12000 and a
deposit of Rs.120,000. Investigations reveal that Tanmboli undertook
perforati on work and di spatch of stanps from the basenent.

The SIT is presently investigating Tanboli's bank accounts, in order to
establish his extensive links with nmenbers of the Telgi famly, who are
residing in Bijapur, Khanapur and Munbai. It has al so been reveal ed that
Tanmboli was in constant touch with another 'absconder' in the scam case,
Tabrez Tel gi, a cousin of the kingpin, Abdul Karim Tel gi

Tanmboli was al so partner in Thane Pol yorganics, one of the many bogus
firms floated by kingpin Tel gi

Judicial Magistrate First Cass (JMC) M N Bondre has renmanded Tanbol
to police custody till August 11, 2003.

02

On July 28, 2003 Anil Anna CGote's mmgi sterial custody was further
extended till August 8, 2003. Gote, the Menmber of Legislative Assenbly
(M.A) of Maharashtra State from Dhule, was arrested by the specia

i nvestigating team on June 29, 2003 for his involvenent in the fake
stanp scam He has al so been booked under the Maharashtra Control of
Organi sed Crinme Act ( MCOCA).



Gote is believed to have used his political clout to help the organised
syndi cate of the alleged kingpin of the fake stanp paper scam Abdu
Karim Tel gi .

2003 FI P WEB SI TE COVPETI TI ON CANCELLED

International Philatelic Federation (FIP) has announced that the 2003
FIP Philatelic Web Site Eval uati ons have been cancel ed. The need for
this action becane apparent follow ng exam nation of the time needed to
neet the needs of these evaluations and also the requirements of the
other duties of the primary participants in these eval uations.

There have been four FIP Philatelic Web site evaluations to date,
beginning in 1999. In each year the web sites entered were awarded a
ranki ng of Two Stars, Three Stars or Top 5% Fromthe |ast group, one
was sel ected by the panel as the Best Philatelic Wb Site. Logos
appropriate to the results were authorized by the FIP for display on the
sites that received them

It is anticipated that, after further study, these evaluations may be
resumed in 2004.

However the report of the 63" FIP Board neeting on June 8 and 9, 2003
at Mul house (France) states that the conpetition was cancelled for
financi al reasons.

The report says ‘inmediate steps were taken to control expenditure and
the board agreed to set up a procedure to manage finances. During the
past year it was clear FIP was not getting the mleage fromits
expenditure on the FIP website and conputer-related itens. Steps have
been taken to stop unnecessary expenditure here. Simlarly FIP' s
expenditure on World Association for the Devel opnment of Philately (WADP)
and OLYMPHI LEX activities which did not yield satisfactory results on
returns has been reviewed. All in all, it was noted that what has been
spent the |ast two years cannot be retrieved, but in the New Year
unnecessary or unw se expenditure has been stopped.

WORLD STAMP CHAMPI ONSHI P 2004

The First Wrld Stanp Chanpionship will be held at Singapore in 2004.
The Speci al Regul ations have been finalized and bulletin 1 is being
printed and should arrive shortly.

Essentially the ‘World Chanpi onship Class’ which is limted to
Traditional Philatelic Exhibits (approved by the 58'" FIP Board Meeting
on 15 March 2002 in Prague) will replace the ‘FI P Chanpionship C ass’
and ot herwi se WSC 2004 in Singapore will be a General World Exhibition.

Al exhibitors in this class will be glad to know that there will be no
addi ti onal surcharge of 100 Swiss Francs per frame as in previous FIP
Chanpi onship Class, all Exhibitors with FIP Large Gold nedals in
Traditional Class and all FIP Grand Prix Wnners, including previous FIP
Grand Prix d Honneur winners are eligible to apply. There will be no
restriction to have won the qualifying nmedals in the 10 year tinefrane.



Anil Suri is the Conmmi ssioner for India and may be contacted at
ani | ksuri @mail.com

FI GHT AGAI NST | LLEGAL | SSUES
WADP had recently sent the denouncenent in the name of |vory Coast.

The Circul ar #269 of July 28, 2003 reports the illegal postage stanp

i ssues produced nostly as mniature sheets in the name of the Republic
of Cbte d' Ivoire on the following thematics: shells, dogs, butterflies,
orchids, Elvis Presley, Marilyn Monroe, notorbi ke, table tennis, vintage
fire engines, and trains. Many stanps carry the enbl em of a specific
organi zation. A certain nunber of miniature sheets are listed in dollars
on one website at a very high price (19.95 USD) for the perforated
format for the two sheets and at double the price (39.80 USD) for the

i mperforated format. The same m niature sheets are |listed on another
website at a much cheaper price (e.g. 3.00 USD each).

In May 2003 Kyrgyzstan reported the existence of following illega

i ssues of postage stanps: sheetlets issued in 2002, conprising nine
(3x3) stanps with face values of 10 KGS, 20 KGS and 30 KGS depicting
"Harry Potter", "Merry Christmas" (cartoon heroes) stanps, "John Paul
1" and "Shahmaty" (chess) stanps; a sheet of stanps issued in 2001
depicting "JOHN PAUL I1".

Maria S. Libera, maria.libera@pu.int , who is the Program Manager -
Mar ket s Devel opnent, & Responsible for Philately, at the Directorate of
Mar kets, International Bureau of the Universal Postal Union, Berne,
Switzerland wote "the UPU itself is receiving many nore queries from

I ndi an coll ectors about illegal issues".

For nmore details on the 'Fight Against Illegal |ssues', please visit:
http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. conf Cont ent/ Or gs/ WADP- 05. ht m

The summary of UPU Circul ars about illegal issues is available at:
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conf Cont ent/ Or gs/ UPU. ht m

FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS

‘Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is the nmost effective way to
reach the highest targeted readerships for Indian Philately worl dw de.
The advertising is FREE for the subscribers. The ads are published
online in an Advertising Supplenment. Send in your ad, today.

Click here to view the ads and for the Terns for submitting your ad
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf’ Cont ent/ Ads/ ads. ht m

VI EW6 & OPI NI ONS

PHI LATELY I N TRANSITION I N I NDI A, PART 63

We have received many responses from nmenbers of the Philatelic Congress
of India (PCl) on Part 61 of Views & Opinions published in Issue # 125
of July 17, 2003.

The common point in nost of the conversations and nmessages was that as
menbers they were unaware of the situation as they have not been briefed



by the office bearers regarding the recent activities of PCl as well as
the details and progress of the court cases.

Several nenbers were shocked at the extent of fabrication of |lies that
the P Conpany is doling out as and when they do decide to circul ate any
information to m sl ead the nenbers and ot hers.

We have been updating information regarding the court cases and ot her
happeni ng of PClI on a regular basis. Now, through this newsletter we
offer to nake available to all nmenmbers of PCl the conplete details of
t he ongoi ng cases against PCl. The PClI nenbers can avail this
opportunity to learn the facts about the issues raised, responses
subnmtted by PCl, and evidences on the activities of PCl Oficers that
are highly damaging to the philately in India and |Indian philately

abr oad.

If you are visiting Delhi and would like to see the papers relating to
cases you may contact yours truly at 98681-40089 for an appointnment.
READERS FORUM

<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evol ve the
newsl etter. We strive hard to bring you conprehensive coverage of the

| atest on Indian philately and i nprove with every issue. Please do |et
us have your thoughts and suggestions. We also would like to | earn how
our newsletter inpacts your collecting and the value you feel it

provi des to you. Do send in your comments, views, reports, articles and
ot her features for publication>

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndi an Laws Rel evant to Philately
http://ww. st anpsofindi a. conmf Content/ Gui de/ M sc/ |l aws. htm

Report Cyber Crinme & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ M sc/ cybercrinme. htm

RESEARCH NOTES

HAND- STAMPED ADVERTI SEMENTS ON MAI LS, Part 2
Foll owi ng are our answers to Dr. Avinash B. Jagtap, from Binningen,
Swi t zer | and:

“Thank you for the publication of my query in "Stanps of India" e-nuil
bulletin and al so for your answer and explanation that this type of
adverti senents has been observed since April 2003.”

We believe that such advertisenents have been going on since |ong and
have seen official docunentation confirming their existence since 1988
at least. More research is needed to find out the exact date of the

i ntroduction of this schene.



“l am al so a nenber of London based India Study Circle and | receive
their tri-nonthly publication. |I nust have overl ooked the note by M.
Akhi |l esh Arka. My questions still remain unanswered:

Does India Post charge the undertakings for such advertisenments? If, so
how rmuch?”

The current charges are Rs.900 for m ninum 6 days per die per office and
the sponsor has to also supply the rubberstanp as well as the ink pad to
t he post office.

“Is it not an encroachnent on the privacy of the recipient of the
letter? In other countries perhaps there could be a judicial enquiry in
the matter, since the letter is the property of the recipient of the
letter.”

In our opinion the privacy of an individual is still not a mainstream
concern in India. The note on Data Post service at the end of this
comuni cation provides an insight on the views of I|ndia Post.

“Perhaps there is no provision in the rules and regul ati ons of UPU as
regards this type of advertisenents and UPU has nothing to say in this
regard.”

We don’t think so.

“Of course this private adverti senent has no philatelic value because
the authenticity of these could not be confirnmed, as against those
printed by the India Post on their official postal stationery such as
post cards (now al so MEGHADOOT Cards!), inland letters and Aerogramres.
These are of inmense interest fromthe point of view of Thematic
Philately. Very few countries in the world have nmade use of this nedia.
I would Iike to nmention Bel gium Post Cards with col ored (Bl ack/ Red/ Bl ue)
advertisenents on their post cards.”

We agree whol eheartedly with conments regardi ng adverti sements on posta
stationery and their place in thematic philately. W also feel those
hand- st anped adverti senents whose authenticity is verifiable will have
value in philately as well.

DATAPCST
Dr. Jagtap’s conments on privacy have paved the way for publication of
anot her issue that we have been intending to wite on for sone tine.

India Post is collecting and selling data on individuals since 2001 in
Bangal ore and Hyderabad and has recently added other cities such as
Ahmedabad.

India Post offers the follow ng services under Data Post: data
col l ection from househol ds, data m ning, and | ease of database to
Corporates. It has an extensive database of 0.5 million households in
Hyder abad and Bangal ore whi ch one can access and put to use right way.
The charges are Rs.4 per count up to 25,000 counts.



India Post claims that ‘it provides zero error data on household with
detailed informati on on consunmer addresses, tel ephone nunbers, e-nmil
id's, marital status, gender, age, occupation, passport ownership and
much nmore i nformation. Corporates can use this data for selling of their
product. India Post can also build up an el aborate database attuned to
the specific need and target to find out the right custoner for
corporates and has the specialization to devel op and design
guestionnaires on client’s behalf as well as brochures for their
products and al so undertake profiling, sanpling and couponing
exercises.’

I ndia Post further offers ‘If you would like to identify this
informati on for any target group in any other part of the country, Data
Post can nmake this information available very quickly, very accurately
and very econom cally.’

Wth a |large nunber of post offices and postal enployees in every part
of the country India Post’'s potential and the sheer power to collect
data which is of value to the narketers is unquestionable. However while
the world over concerns are being expressed on the "Right to Privacy"
and "Right not to publicize personal preferences", the Data Post of

I ndi a Post appears to have not taken this into consideration

If India Post can commercially utilize the information that cones to it
by virtue of its status as a Government body, why not the Census
departnment itself expands its scope of collection of information and
sells it to Corporates and makes noney?

ALSO I N THE NEWS

POSTAL | NNOVATI ON ZI PS TOMRD 40TH ANNI VERSARY
By Bill Straub, Scripps Howard News Service

The man who hel ped transformthe Anmerican postal systemin the 1960s and
becanme a smiling synbol of efficiency is about to turn 40. If you intend
to send a card, be sure to include in the address the nine-digit code

t hat bears his nane.

On July 1, 1963, what was then the U S. Post O fice Departnent

i ntroduced the Zoning | nprovement Plan - rmuch better known today as the
ZI P code. The surging volume of mail in the pre-FedEx era, coupled with
the increasingly diverse delivery system of planes, trains and trucks,
forced the fanmously obstinate systemto adopt the new code, the first
signi ficant change in the postal delivery system since the advent of
airmail in 1918.

And the man chosen to deliver the ZI P code sernon was none other than
M. ZIP hinmself, a goggle-eyed, uniforned, cartoon letter carrier
featured in television comrercials and in the margi ns of postage-stanp
sheets. As it turns out, M. ZIP becane one of history's great sal esnen,
achieving what is now a ZI P code conpliance rate of nore than 95
percent.



The idea of a nunber code to inprove delivery was not imediately
enbraced by Americans, who saw their individualities being quickly
reduced to nunbers, like the ones provided by the Social Security
system The changes cane at about the same tinme that Ma Bell, as the
AT&T tel ephone conpany was known then, switched fromthe old letter
exchanges, such as PA6-5000, to the nunmeric exchanges of today.
Editorial witers intoned about "numerical neurosis" and Bi g Brother

But the U. S. Postal Service, which succeeded the Post O fice Departnent
when the systemwas privatized in 1971, insisted that the changes were
necessary. The private correspondence that had dom nated the systenis

| abors since Benjamn Franklin took over as the nation's first

post master general in 1775 had been supplanted by a flood of business
mai |l . By 1963, business mail constituted 80 percent of the total vol une,
consisting of utility bills, bank statenents, credit-card bills and

ot her pi eces.

The Post Ofice sinply couldn't keep up. Sorting the mail, once
performed at a |eisurely pace on a train's mail car, had to be done at a
qui cker pace. So, in early 1963, the departnent adopted a codi ng system
credited by npst sources to Robert Mon, who began tinkering with the

i dea while serving as a postal inspector in Philadel phia and Chicago in
t he 1940s.

The final product was a fairly sinple five-digit code. The first nunber
desi gnates a broad geographic area - the Northeast, for instance, is
represented by a zero, while a 9 signifies the far West. The next two
nunber s pi npoi nt popul ati on concentrations within those w de popul ation
areas, usually a state or several smaller states grouped together, while
the final two designate specific post offices or postal zones in |arge
cities.

Post mast er General John G onouski announced that the ZI P code woul d
arrive on July 1, 1963. At first, attaching a ZIP code to a letter or
package was optional. It only becane a requirenent for second- and
third-class bulk mailers in 1967.

The ZI P code proved such a success that the postal service expanded on
it inthe early 1980s with the ZIP-Plus-4 program Originally ainmed at
bul k and | arge-vol une busi ness nmilers, the new program added four
nunbers to the original five digits to achieve even better delivery.

The heavy lifting involved in pronoting the ZIP code was, of course,
left to M. ZIP, whose job was to reni nd peopl e throughout the country
to include the codes when mailing |letters and packages. M. ZIP was the
creation of Harold WIlcox, with the advertising agency of Cunni ngham &
Wal sh. His father was a post man.

M. ZIP first appeared publicly on Jan. 10, 1964, on a block of 5-cent
commenorative stanps honoring Sam Houst on. Acconpanyi ng himwere the
words, "Use ZIP Code."



M. ZIP carried out his duties, through rain and snow and gl oom of
night, until being forced into retirenment in 1986 by a new posta
service hierarchy that considered himan "anachronism"”

Basically, the old boy was a victimof his own success. He has retired
to wherever it is that old advertising icons go. Probably Florida.

ASK US

Pl ease send your queries in detail (illustrations welcone) on al

matters related to Philately and Postal History of India and |Indian
States. W will attenpt to provide an answer to you online.

NEWSSCAN

<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>

The Tines of India

FAKE STAMP ON THE POST by Arun Kumar Das
http://tinmesofindia.indiatinmes.comcns.dll/xm/unconp/articleshow?nsi d=1
03654

CONTRI BUTORS | NVI TED

We require regular correspondents everywhere in India to cover the
philatelic activities in their area. We shall reinburse the costs of

phot os, covers, publications, courier and other charges. Al
contributions shall be acknow edged.

WEB SI TE UPDATES

STAMPSCOFI NDI A

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in foll owi ng segnents -
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LI NKS.

Updat ed Segnents This Wek: News, Articles,

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://stanpsonindia.netfirns.com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics
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