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If you've found this newsletter useful, reconmend it to a friend.
Better still forward a copy of this issue.

JHI NGANS JOTTI NGS

H

The weather in Delhi rem nds one of the Merchant Ivory novie ‘Heat and
Dust’. The nercury touched the highest note of the season recently and
dust storns are raging. Yet the weather gods have been kind to send sone
rain showers to provide relief fromthe excruciating heat.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter

- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Vijay Seth
from New Del hi, Press Information Bureau Government of |ndia New Del hi,

and Daily Post Echo.

Pl ease nention this newsletter when contacting other philatelists.



The Advertising Supplenment to ‘Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is
now avail able on-line http://ww.stanpsofindi a.com Cont ent/Ads/ ads. ht m

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRI ME M NI STER UNVEI LS EVEREST STAMP DESI GN

Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the Prine Mnster of India inaugurated the gol den
jubilee celebrations of the First Ascent of Mount Everest, on My 20,
2003 at New Del hi. He al so gave away the Tenzing Norgay Nationa
Adventure Awards. The function was attended by Sir Edrmund Hillary,

M ni ster for Sports and Youth Affairs Vikram Verma, M nister of

Communi cations, |IT & Disinvestnent, Arun Shourie and many di stingui shed
nmount ai neers including the son of Tenzing Norgay.

On this occasion the Prine Mnster also unveiled the design of the stanp
commenorating the golden jubilee celebrations of the First Ascent of
Mount Everest. This cerenonial unveiling of design before the issue date
is afirst for India Post.

The event received wi de coverage on the national news channels and at
the tinme of the unveiling an al bum was presented to Sir Ednund
containing the stanps that are yet to be issued. As this was only the
unveiling of the design of the stanps this presentation should not have
taken pl ace.

The stanp, in the denonmi nation of Rs.15, shall be issued in a sheetlet
of 12 as well as in a Mniature sheet on May 29, 2003. on this day 50
years ago Tenzing Norgay of India and Sir Ednund Hillary of New Zeal and
reached Mount Everest, the highest peak in the world.

I NDI A POST' S FORTHCOM NG STAMP | SSUES

I ndi a Post has schedul ed for rel ease a cormmenorative stanp in the

denom nation of Rs.5 on May 30, 2003 on Mkt abai

The issue along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet, at
Rs.2 each, shall be available on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post

O fices including all Philatelic Bureaus and Counters.

NEW STAMPS RELEASED

The Director Ceneral of India Post, Padma Bal asubramani am rel eased the
set of 4 commenorative stanps and a mniature sheet on May 15, 2003 on

| egendary pl ayback singers Mukesh, Mohammed Rafi, Kishore Kumar, and
Hemant Kumar — the Gol den Voi ces of Yesteryears in a special function at
New Del hi where anot her | egendary singer Manna Dey sang. Those present
at the function included Mikesh’s son and singer Nitin, Kishore Kumar’'s
wi fe Leena Chandavar kar and her son Sumit, Mhamred Rafi’s son Shahid
Rafi, and Hemant Kumar’s son Jayanta Mikherjeee and w fe Mushmi
Chatterjee. Others present on the occasion included singer Udit Narayan
and his son Aditya, the veteran voice of radi o Aneen Sayani, apart from
witer Kam eshwar and former cricketer B S Chandrashekhar

Bal asubr amani am i nforned that Sareganma HW had deci ded to put replicas
of the stanps on the covers of their nusical al bum Gol den Voice of



Yesteryears. She noted that music was integral to the life of not only
Indian filns, but every Indian.

Sayani, who had known the singers personally, said though each was
different in tenperanent, they were simlar in their dedication,

har dwor ki ng attitudes, and depth of heart. He regretted that the posta
departnent had omtted singer Talat Mehnmood fromthe |ist of singers
bei ng honored with conmenorative stanps.

A rel ease function was al so organi zed by Anmbesh Upnmanyu, Seni or
Superi nt endent of Post O fices, Jaipur City Division, at Jaipur in
conjunction with a musical programwhere befittingly the songs of the
si ngers being honored on stanps were rendered by | ocal artists.

Sankha Samanta desi gned the stanps in the denonination of Rs.5 each, the
inland letter rate, and the First Day Cover, priced at Rs.2. Alka Sharma
designed the pictorial first day postmark. Information Sheet containing
write-up and technical data and priced at Rs.2 was issued on the

occasi on.

Calcutta Security Printers Limted of Kanpur printed the stanps by photo
Offset in four colors on Matt Chronp paper in the quantity of 0.8
mllion each in the sheetlets of 12 stanps. The Mniature sheet is
printed in the quantity of 100, 000.

NEW SPECI AL POSTMARKS

I ndi a Post provided a special postmark on May 11, 2003 at Ernakulamto
commenorate the 50'" anniversary of INS Hansa, the first naval air
station conmm ssioned at Cochin on May 11, 1953.

Si kandar Bakht, Governor of Kerala and Chief of Naval Staff, Admira
Madhvendra Singh al so rel eased a special cover on this occasion. The
Speci al cover depicts TU 142 long-range maritime reconnai ssance
aircraft, Sea Harrier taking off fromINS Viraat along with Sea King
Hel i copter, Dornier, and TU 142 in flight.

WADP WORKSHOP

The Director CGeneral of the Universal Postal Union, Thomas E Leavey,
delivered the keynote address at the workshop on Illegal and Abusive

| ssues organi zed by World Association for the Devel opment of Philately
(WADP) and Intergraph on May 16, 2003 at Montriux, Switzerland.

The Assistant Director Ceneral in the Philately Division of India Post,
P N Ranjit Kumar represented India at this workshop

PAPER SUPPLI ES FOR REG STRATI ON ENVELOPES

India Security Press, Nashik Road invites sealed bids (in Two Bid
Systen) only fromthe manufacturers for the supply of Azure Laid Ledger
Paper, 100 GSM in sheet size of 59.5 x 89 cns for Registration

Envel opes. The | ast date for submtting the bids is July 2, 2003

| NDI AN POSTAL SERVI CES ASSOCI ATl ON

The foll owing persons won in the elections held on May 9, 2003 at New
Del hi: President - Jyotsna Diesh, Vice President — R R P Singh



Secretary — Vasumitra, Treasurer — S K Dwivedi, and the Menber of the
Executive Comittee from outside of Del hi — K K Sinha.

SCOUTI NG

Advanced col |l ector of scouting history wants to buy itens |ike janboree
badge and philatelic items fromall India janborees of 1937 (Del hi),
1953 (Hyderabad) and 1956 (Jaipur). Early scouting collectibles of
period prior to 1950 are al so wanted. Good prices paid. Wite to A M
Mol | ah, E-302 Gaurav Gal axy, Mra Road East, District Thane 401 107,
Maharashtra. E-mail ammol | ah@snl . net

FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS

‘Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is the nmost effective way to
reach the highest targeted readerships for Indian Philately worl dw de.
The advertising is FREE for the subscribers. The ads are published
online in an Advertising Supplenment. Send in your ad, today.

Click here to view the ads and for the Terns for submitting your ad
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf Cont ent/ Ads/ ads. ht m

VI EW6 & OPI NI ONS

PHI LATELY IN TRANSITION IN INDI A, Part 58

A friend recently called in and congratul ated us on the nanme of this
colum. We were naturally surprised and asked himto explain. He said
that we have done a smart thing in naming this colum whose acronym
PITIl points directly to Pittie who has captured power in post-Jatia

I ndi an philately. No amobunt of denying from our side hel ped our friend
change his mnd however for us it was a tinme for conical relief.

There is no denying the ground reality that Pittie and conmpany (P
Conpany) ruthlessly rules philately in India. However P Conpany refuses
to realize that situation has changed since Jatia has gone and his shoes
are too big for themto step in to as they are no match for his
political and other skills.

It is conmon know edge in India that the shortest route to a gold neda
is buying it off the jury, be it straight payoff or a roundabout way of
buyi ng usel ess material at inflated prices fromhinmher. It is this
commerci al operation, the lure of all expenses paid foreign jaunts as
jury and conmi ssioners, and score of other opportunities to make noney
that is at present shaken by the actions of PCl nenbers who denand
transparency. As one of P Company’s key nmenmber, A R Singhee said openly
in the last PCl neeting of August 25, 2002 “It is a question of our
survival” and he was dead right.

Absol ute power corrupts absolutely and thirty-five years of tota

control on Indian philately by Jatia and then by P Conpany has led to
absolute rot, nmess, decay, and several cupboards full of skeletons. W
are saddened to record that majority of philatelists active in organi zed
philately today have ni stakenly presuned the exanpl es set by P Conpany
as the way to go about in their philatelic pursuits.

Except for those who seek favors, not deserved otherw se, others do not
support the P Conpany. The favor-seekers are known for their fickleness



and P Conpany is aware of the type of people around themso it is busy
doling out favors to all those who ask for, be it a gold nedal,

appoi ntnent as conm ssi oner, nom nation as del egate/ menber to various
committees. Al they ask in return is the proof of the services rendered
and the | ower one stoops the higher the reward.

P Company is even inducing sonmewhat neutral persons by offering such
carrots in the hope that these new inductees will help them strengthen
and nmaintain the status quo having devel oped a vested interest.
READERS FORUM

<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evol ve the
newsl etter. We strive hard to bring you conprehensive coverage of the

| atest on Indian philately and i nprove with every issue. Please do |et
us have your thoughts and suggestions. We also would like to | earn how
our newsletter inpacts your collecting and the value you feel it

provi des to you. Do send in your comments, views, reports, articles and
ot her features for publication>

RAKESH WALI A FROM CHANDI GARH

The Col den Voices of Yesteryears stanps were rel eased at 9 AM at

Chandi garh whereas the formal release function in New Del hi was supposed
to take place at 5.30 PM and nornelly the stanps are put on sale only
after they are released in Delhi or wherever the main functions is being
hel d.

The postmark used at Chandigarh Philatelic Bureau for this issue is
quite different to that of the one specifically reproduced in the

i nformation sheet.

1. The circle on the top which includes the nike is placed in the mddle
where as the one shown in the brochure is placed towards the left.

2. The city nanme is produced outside the box where as it should have
been in side the box.

3. In the New Del hi Postmark, the nanme of place is as follows: H ndi -
Pi ncode- Engl i sh where as the one used at Chandigarh is as follows Hind
- Engl sh- Pi ncode.

Despite my informng the Postal Oficials about the same about 10 days
ago the correction has not been done.

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndi an Laws Rel evant to Philately
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conmf Content/ Gui de/ M sc/ |l aws. htm

Report Cyber Crinme & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ M sc/ cybercrinme. htm

ALSO I N THE NEWS

MLK & MAIL M X
Househol ders across Merseysi de and Cheshire in UK will soon be having
their post delivered by the m|kman. The country's biggest doorstep



suppl i er Express Dairies was granted a huge extension to its posta
delivery service on April 24, 2003.

I ndependent postal regul ator Post-comm has granted the license foll ow ng
a consultation as part of the deregul ation of the postal service.

Express Dairies has two main processing plants in the UK - one at
Aintree - and has 25 depots across Merseyside and Cheshire. A conpany
spokeswoman yesterday confirmed that thousands of people in the region
woul d now receive sone of their post via a m | kman.

She said: "W enter into contracts with various businesses to supply
post to their custoners. It's not just people who receive doorstep
deliveries who we serve - the nmilknmen just deliver to the hones as they
do their rounds. Express uses its network of about 100 depots plus
franchised milk round staff to deliver parcels and packets over the
critical last fewniles."

The nunber of letters and parcels able to be delivered by nilknmen and
wonmen will now increase to 46m postal itens a year for the next seven
years. Express Dairies is already delivering thousands of itenms to
househol ds every week. Authority for that cane froman interimlicense
granted |l ast sunmmer, but the conpany now expects that nunmber to grow
qui ckly.

Tim Smith, executive director of Express Dairies, said: "W have taken
the concept of delivering parcels and packets from busi nesses to
househol ds by our dedicated round staff and proved it works. W have
been successfully delivering itens |ike books, periodicals, contact

| enses and CDs for a growi ng custoner base, including |eading branded
operators and the largest fulfillment houses. We deliver excellent
service, conpetitive pricing and real value to our custoners."

But the move has been condemmed by the Communi cati on Workers Uni on who
represent many Royal Ml workers. John Keggi e, deputy general secretary
of the CWJ, said: "We think this proposal from Postconmruns the risk of
turning the Royal Mail into a Boy Scout operation. There is a |ot nore
to delivering mail across the country than shoving letters through a

| etterbox. Wthout any disrespect to mlknmen, what the Royal Mi
provides is security and trust, which we believe is appropriate froma
full-time, professional workforce."

ASK US

Pl ease send your queries in detail (illustrations welcone) on al

matters related to Philately and Postal History of India and |Indian
States. W will attenpt to provide an answer to you online.

<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>

CONTRI BUTORS | NVI TED



We require regular correspondents everywhere in India to cover the
philatelic activities in their area. We shall reinmburse the costs of
phot os, covers, publications, courier and other charges. All
contributions shall be acknow edged.

WEB SI TE UPDATES

STAMPSCOFI NDI A

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in foll owi ng segnents -
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS,
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LINKS.

Updat ed Segnents This Wek:

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://stanpsonindia.netfirnms.com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics
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