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If you've found this newsletter useful, reconmend it to a friend.
Better still forward a copy of this issue.

JHI NGANS JOTTI NGS
H

We regret the delay not only in mailing this issue but also for not
bei ng able to update the website for over one nonth now.

The normal schedul e of updating our site is once a week after the weekly
newsl etter is nmailed out and usually it gets updated twi ce a week. W
hope to resune the weekly updati ng as soon as possi bl e.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter

- M&SJ



Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Financia
Express and Tinmes of India.

Pl ease nention this newsletter when contacting other philatelists.

The Advertising Supplenent to ‘Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is
now avail able on-line http://ww.stanpsofindi a.com Cont ent/Ads/ ads. ht m

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

COLLECTORS PACK 2002 NOW AVAI LABLE

I ndi a Post rel eased the Collectors Pack contai ning comenorative and
speci al stanps issued during 2002 in nmint singles at Rs.360. The pack
contains a total of 54 stanps with a face value of Rs.314. The packs are
available at all philatelic bureaus in the country.

NEW SPECI AL POSTMARKS

I ndi a Post issued a special postmark and special cover to mark Wrld
Intellectual Property Day on April 28, 2003 at New Del hi. The cover
priced at Rs. 7 is available at the Philatelic Bureau, Parlianent
Street, New Del hi 110001.

ARMY POSTAL SERVI CE | SSUES
The Arny Postal Service issued the follow ng Special Covers with Specia
Postmarks in 2002 after our report in Issue # 65 of May 16, 2002:

Novenber 14, 2002
The Assam Regi ment, Di anond Jubilee & 8'" Reunion

Novenber 15, 2002
Third Battalion The Rajput Regi ment, 225'" Raising Day

Novenber 23, 2002
Par at roopers Trai ning School Indian Air Force, Di amond Jubil ee

November 26, 2002
Jammu & Kashmir Rifles, 9'" Reunion

Decenber 9, 2002
Indian Mlitary Academy, 70'" Anniversary

Decenber 22, 2002
Par achut e Regi nent, CGol den Jubil ee

Civilians may order these covers at Rs.10 each thru the nearest
phil atelic bureau.

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EXHI Bl TI ONS

MALWAPEX

I ndi a Post organized a district level philatelic exhibition at Ujain on
March 28 and 29, 2003.

For a list of exhibition held this year, please visit



http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conm’ Cont ent/ Event s/ a300. ht m

BARCDA PHI LATELI C SCCI ETY AGM

The 28th Annual General Body Meeting of Baroda Philatelic Society was
held on March 9, 2003. President R P Shah was in the Chair and the
Annual Report and Audited Statenent of Accounts for 2002 were passed
unani mously after certain clarification.

There were no noninations for the Governing council election for the
year 2003. Foll owi ng were nom nated unani mously for the Governing
council for the year 2003: President - Prashant H Pandya, Vice President
- Dr. Y T Chandarana, Honorary Secretary - Timr R Shah, Joint Secretary
Abhay U Mandey, Honorary Treasurer - Dinesh T Desai, Librarian - Kalidas
H. Kachhia, Menbers - Vikram S Tal ati, & Kaushi k M Choksey, O fice
coordi nator - Parul H Shah, Internal Auditors - Ashwin C Shah, & Dr.
Arun Arya.

Society's nmonthly neeting is held on every second Sunday of the nmonth at
Dr. Ashwin Patel's Nursing Home, Near Tarkeshwar Tenple, opposite

Si ngapore Market, Jubil ee Baug, Vadodara, at 9.30 AM and the Dr.

Ashwi n Patel Menorial Philatelic Library remai ns open on every Sunday
between 10 AMto 12 Noon

The nmenbership is restricted to residents of Vadodara district and
Associ ate Menbership is open to all. The Annual Menbership Fees are
Rs. 100 with an Adm ssion Fee of Rs.50. For nore information contact
Timr R Shah, Secretary, Baroda Philatelic Society, ‘Jaya’, Dala
Patel’s Pole, Narsinhji’'s Pole, Vadodara, 390001 vadophil @ pi pi.com
POST- OFFI CES TO DRI VE CYBER AGE GROWH

Post offices —better known as snail mail in today's world of internet
and courier services —mmy be back in fashion soon. Corporate biggies
such as Reliance, Satyam and GIL are | ooking at using India Post’s
network of 154,900 post-offices as the nost efficient vehicle to bring
conmuni cati on revolution in India.

“lIndi an conpanies are |l ooking at a reliable infrastructure network which
reaches out to the nook and corner of the country. Post-offices are at
the top of their mnd as a neans to take information technology (IT) and
tel ecom services to the nmasses,” a Federation of |ndian Chanbers of
Commerce & Industry (FICCI) official told FE

FI CCl is hel ping conpani es conceptuali ze and evolve a mechanismto
translate the concept into reality. “W help in organizing interface
bet ween the governnment agencies including Departnment of Posts (DoP) and
the industry. One such neeting is schedul ed for Saturday, April 26,
2003” he said.

Conpani es including Nokia, Airtel Digilink, Hutch, Tata Tel eservices,
GTL, HFCL, TCS and TCIL along with senior officials from DoP, Departnent
of Information Technology (DI T) and Tel ecom Regul atory Authority of
India are neeting in Capital on Saturday April 26 to discuss various
practical issues pertaining to comunication including the fate of the
Convergence Bill, he added.



He said that even DoP is taking steps to gear up the old postal system
to face the conpetition of the cyber age. The Mnistry of Conmunication
and I nformation Technology is quite open and receptive about the new

i dea, he said adding that post-offices have already been successful as
the | argest banker of the rural population with a network of post-

of fices of which over 90 per cent belong to rural areas. The posta
departnment transacts business of over Rs.3.5 billion and has enpl oyee
strength of about 590, 000.

El aborati ng on Saturday’s programre, he said, the neeting will also be
attended by a 27-nmenber South African business delegation led by its
M ni ster of Communications Dr |vy Matsepe-Casaburri. “The del egati on,

which is represented by South African postal agency, is interested in
understandi ng the rmulti-di mensional role of the Indian posta

departnment. In that country, postal department is confined to its basic
role only,” he said adding that conpanies from both sides are al so
interested to have strategic tie-ups for better and w der reach to their
servi ces.

The South African delegation includes its chief director, broadcasting,
Thenbeki | e Ndl ovu, National Conm ssion on Information Society &

Devel opnent president Lyndall Shope-Mafole, Institute for Satellite and
Software Application director Traveen Rabi ndhnath, G jim Information
Technol ogi es executive director Thoko Miyango, Prevetel Hol di ngs CEO
Bungene Kekane and Sentech CEO S Mokone- Mat abane.

FAKE STAMPS SCAM AT HYDERABAD

The Hyderabad city police on April 13, 2003 said they have busted an
interstate fake stanps racket with the arrest of five suspects at
Secunder abad. Police also identified 14 nore suspects involved in the
racket who are yet to be arrested. Additional conm ssioner of police A K
Khan said there may be a nati onwi de network of the racket.

Counterfeit non-judicial stanps, court fee stanps, welfare stanps and

recycl ed postal stanps worth Rs. 350,000 were seized fromthe arrested,
while Rs.1 million worth fake stanps have al ready been punped into the
market in the state, the police said.

At a press conference, Khan said the arrested have been identified as A
Venkat eshwara Rao of O d Alwal, A Ram Mohan Rao of Eluru, D Venkateswar
Rao of Prakasam S Ranesh Babu of Hyderabad and Mohammed Haki m of

Kol kat a.

D Venkateswar Rao is the kingpin in the gang and Mohamred Haki m had cone
to supply the fake stanps, the additional commi ssioner said. It is
difficult to differentiate between the original and a duplicate stanp,
the police said.

However, fake stanps |ack key security features available in the
originals. There are dinmensional instabilities |ike the size of the
design and other security features, Khan said.



Haki m di scl osed the nanmes of the main suppliers of fake stanps —Isha
Bi swas, Ramayan and Intiyaz, all residents of Kol kata. A special team
woul d be sent to arrest them Khan said.

Teans are being sent to various districts in the state to nab the

associ ates of Venkateswar Rao. Two of his associates —A Rama Krishna of
Prakasam and A Srinivasa Rao of Guntur nonitoring the unlawf ul
activities in the central coastal area are yet to be arrested.

Sonetime back a big fake stanps racket was uncovered in Maharashtra. The
mai n accused, Karim Telgi, had punped nore than Rs 3,300 crore fake
stanps into the market in many parts of the country. There may be a |ink
between Karim and the |ocal racket, but it can be confirmed only after
guestioni ng Bi swas and his associ ates, Khan said. Task force deputy
commi ssi oner of police Y Gangadhar was al so present.

FAKE STAMP RACKET BUSTED | N DELH

The economic of fences wing (EON of Delhi Police crinme branch has busted
a gang involved in sale of counterfeit stamps and non-judicial stanp
papers on April 26, 2003.

The EOWclained that it has apprehended a nenber of the gang allegedly
involved in over Rs.3 billion fake stanps racket in the country. The
police has arrested one person and recovered cash anounting to

Rs. 493, 000.

During earlier raids, the police had arrested four persons identified as
Deepak, Mohammed Asif, Mhsin Azim Miulla and Mansoor who have been
associated with this gang. The kingpin is | odged in a Bangalore jail

the police said.

A team has been forned to apprehend seven nore suspected nenbers of the
gang. The police said one of the accused, Abdul Karim Tel agi, had
godowns of counterfeit stanps in and around Del hi.

In order to apprehend the accused, the police seized a nunber of
accounts. One of the purchasers informed that they had i ssued cheques of
State Bank of Mysore in favor of Capital Enterprises and Sharp

Ent erpri ses agai nst the purchases.

THE CALENDAR OF WORLDW DE PHI LATELI C AUCTI ONS

The Cal endar for May 2003 with detailed i nfornmati on and announcenents is
bei ng updated and soon shall be avail abl e at

http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conf Cont ent/ Aucti ons/ a702. ht m

This information is provided by special arrangement with Charles E

Cwi akal a updates to this infornmation are available at their
conprehensi ve Website ww. cwi akal a. com

FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS

‘Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is the nmost effective way to
reach the highest targeted readerships for Indian Philately worl dw de.
The advertising is FREE for the subscribers. The ads are published
online in an Advertising Supplenent. Send in your ad, today.




Click here to view the ads and for the Terns for submitting your ad
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf Cont ent/ Ads/ ads. ht m

VI EW6 & OPI NI ONS

PHI LATELY IN TRANSITION IN INDI A, Part 55

The conbi ned i ssue of Signet, the quarterly journal of the Philatelic
Congress of India (PCl), from October 2002 to March 2003 (six nonths)
recently arrived and was reported in issue # 112 of April 17, 2003.
Bei ng | ongtinme users of conputers we firnly believe in the adage
‘garbage in garbage out’ and the garbage di shed out by Sahdev Sahoo in
his editorials does not deserve our coments. However we coment on the
same, rather reluctantly, in the interest of philately in India.

We have been told that Sahoo is a witer of fictionin Oiya and it
appears that through Signet he is trying his hand at fiction in English.
We are now convinced that this publication fromreporting the philately
activities in India and original research on Indian Philately has becone
a pack of lies. In the issue dated April-June 2002 where Sahoo began his
editorial with a line about ‘aninmalistic self-aggrandi zement’ (whatever
that may be) and then fills up space by reproducing from Aneri can

Phil ateli st where Bob Lanmb, the Executive Director of Anerican
Philatelic Society's (APS), tal ks about USPS relationship with

col l ectors, nmenbers rigging auctions, procedure to deal with conplaints
agai nst nenbers.

Philatelists the world over will agree that no conparison can be nade
between the APS and the PCI when it cones to openness and observing
denocratic norms. \Wiile APS has openly dealt with the unpl easant task of
its menmbers caught rigging auctions or other crinmes on several earlier
occasions, the PCl has not taken any action against its nmenbers who were
caught by police in fake stanp scam |nstead such persons have been on

t he governing council of PClI and senior PCl office bearers have

patroni zed such persons.

The publication of lies regarding the court case against PCl in the

i ssue dated Jul - Sep 2002 caused contenpt of court and proceedings in
this regard are going on. Sahoo opened his editorial by calling

www. st anpsofindia.coma hate site and conpared it to hate sites in

Paki stan and el sewhere operated by Muslim fundanmentalists and cl osed
with a quote fromthe bible ‘O Lord, forgive himfor he knows not what
he is doing’. For good neasure he in between inappropriately nentions
the * Shreemad Bhagwat”, one of the sacred scriptures for H ndus, in the
true spirit of secularism shall we say.

Sahoo begins his editorial in the current conmbined issue by singing the
success of the so-called national that he had recently organi zed. As

al ways he has his facts wong. He nmentions that a national exhibition is
held in private sector for the first time. We would like to informhim
that many exhi bitions including several nationals since 1894 till 1970
were held in private sector. The | ast national organized by the private
sector was held in 1972 under the chairmanship of S P Luiz who has a yet
unsur passed record for an Indian philatelist — 17 nmedals in one year



Sahoo then goes on to say that the exhibition was organi zed without a
single paisa contribution in noney or manpower of the Departnent of Post
or the nation. However the advertisenents by the Orissa state governnent
owned corporations in the exhibition souvenir belie his claim

Thereafter Sahoo poses a question, ‘Can DOP (read India Post) think of
its profit without philately? We would |ike Sahoo to disclose how

t hrough philately Sahoo can, not only cover the annual |oss of over
Rs. 14 billion for the year ending March 31, 2002 but turn a profit for
I ndi a Post .

He goes on to falsely accuse India Post for not wanting to hold
exhi bi ti ons whereas India Post has held hundreds of exhibitions every
year. Sahoo personally had benefited from sone of these being a jury at
two such exhibitions in |ast one year alone that were fully organi zed
and funded by India Post.

He refers to India Post’s web site publishing clarification of their
stand vis-a-vis the so-called national but has no guts to nention that
the exhibition's web site had contents that in India Post’s opinion were
causing ‘crimnal offense’. Sahoo abused the trust reposed in him by
India Post by falsely claimng for nearly the entire year of 2002 that
the exhibition is patronized by India Post, names of several high
ranki ng officers of India Post were shown as nenbers of the organi zing
conmittee without their consent, and that India Post will issue a set of
4 stanmps and a mniature sheet on the occasion.

We are anmazed with the amount of India Post bashing Sahoo i ndul ges in.
The reason Jatia hoi sted Sahoo as President of PCl was because he was
told that Sahoo being a government servant knows the working of the
government and shall be able to foster closer ties with India Post.

Further on | acking the courage to nane the persons, he obliquely refers
to two menbers of PClI who have a private axe to grind and want to have
control over PClI without follow ng denocratic procedure. The identity of
the two PCl nenbers created maxi mum commotion and rai sed nost | aughs as
every one canme out with his own selection of two favorite names. The use
of the ‘control’ befittingly describes the nentality of those who have
been havi ng control of PClI since inception and on whose behest Sahoo has
to wite this garbage. The organi zation which had the history of
conpleting the election process in less than 30 seconds is now talking
about denocratic procedure. It is a change for better if they nean what
t hey say.

Sahoo then gets into a whining node and says that |India Post wanted to
be a part of the last recogni zed national in 2001 , | NPEX EWMPI REPEX, and
nonopol i zed the key positions ‘though it was not wholly governnent
sponsored exhibition'. We fail to understand the point Sahoo is harping
on. In the last national even the nanme of the exhibition was changed by
I ndi a Post who spent nearly Rs.1 nmillion on it. In case Sahoo had a
problemw th I ndia Post nom nees as key persons in the exhibition then
what he, as PCl president, was doing when this was done? These

nom nations still did not stop the mischief in the jury room by those
who treat Indian philately as their personal property. The awards of the



2001 national exhibition are marred in controversy and one of the
exhibitors has filed a suit in the courts. We would Iike to hear fromV
S Dastur who was the coordinator of that show besi des being chairman of
the organi zing committee and co-chairman of the jury as Sahoo is not
telling the truth.

He questions India Post’s demandi ng an expl anati on on their name being
associated with his so-called national. Yet he characteristically
conceal s the fact that since early February 2002 he has been
fraudulently publicizing India Post’s nanmes in all publicity. He did not
desi st even when he was explicitly told to do so by India Post in My
2002 and continued till Decenber 2002 to use their nanme. He was forced
to acknowl edge that India Post is not associated with the exhibition
after the action initiated by India Post.

He then throws up a blatant lie that |India Post was asking for paynment
for supply of frames. W ask Sahoo to make public the conmmunication from
I ndia Post in support of his accusation. In fact Sahoo held on to the
frames that were sent to Bhubaneswar for a zonal exhibition in Apri

2002 for over 8 nonths and upset the plans of several other exhibitions
in other parts of India.

Sahoo springs another deceitful question ‘Have you heard of people in
anot her state going to courts against an exhibition organized by a state
| evel society? He yet again does not provide any details for his vague
accusations. And here we thought Sahoo was all along clainng his show
as national

Raj esh Varme, a life nenber of PCI and an exhibitor in three nationals
in 1997, 2000, and 2001 filed a suit against PCl and others citing

viol ati ons of rules at whins and fancies of those who control PCH and
prayed that Sahoo, Dilip Shah, Dastur, M G Pitte, and A R Singhee are
not the proper persons to hold the exhibitions of Philately in India and
a decree for perpetual injunction be passed restraining themfrom
hol di ng the exhibitions m schievously or fromusing any national fund
directly or indirectly pernmanently.

He once again falsely clainms that this suit delayed the exhibition by
two nonths. He took the decision to postpone the exhibition on Decenber
13, 2003 when he received over fax the comuni cation from I ndi a Post
whi ch was al so put up on India Post’s web site later. W doubt that he
had the papers related to the court case filed at New Del hi on Decenber
11, 2002. He also fails to mention the fact that twice a caveat was
filed by the organizers of this so-called national in the Bhubaneswar
courts against, believe it or not, all nmenbers of PCl

He then explains that the so-called national controversially naned

“I NPEX 02” was held in 2003 |like sone stanps printed in a particular

year are issued next year. Till a little while ago Sahoo was agai nst

what ever India Post did but here he has candidly not only adnired and
adopted a practice that is not very popular with philatelists. Being
ever the opportunist he selectively uses whatever is advantageous to him
when it is advantageous to him



Sahoo, who does not have access to any database on philatelic statistics
on India what to say of the world, grandiosely proclainms that there are

no exanples in this world where exhibitions held with private initiative
are deni ed support by a departnent whose job is to pronote philately. W
simply refuse to coment on such generalizations that are not supported

by facts.

He exhorts to ‘cal culate the anpunt of revenue the DOP (read |India Post)
lost as it did not avail the opportunity to market their stanps and

ot her products.’” We |ike facts and figures and hereby ask himto |l et us

have the amount of revenue earned in last national that he had organi zed

in 2000, and the national in 2001 and then we will be able to conpare
the figures with the anobunt of revenue being brought in by sonme of the
district level exhibitions. The results will speak for thenselves.

He rues the fact that there were no ‘ Special covers, no special stanp’
but stops short of disclosing that he has only hinself to be blamed for
it.

We whol eheartedly agree with him for once, when he asks India Post to
listen to saner voices and unwind their mind. W do feel that India Post
has apparently already started doing this after nearly 25 years of
listening to voices of PCl

He then once again calls the exhibition the first national fully
organized in private sector. Calling this exhibition as the 10'"
national is not objected to by the ol der societies that have organi zed
such exhibitions in the past, just shows how for petty personal gains
the representatives of such societies dare not open their nouth against
i ncorrect presentation of history by those who control PClI and dol e out
philatelic favors.

Even with this diatribe Sahoo does not rest and in his trademark
vagueness closes with ‘W request the Departnent of Posts to find out
how some fell ows have denuded their archives of valuable philatelic
treasures and at what cost.’ Sahoo is an authority on denuding the
archives as well as determ ning the cost of such treasures (usually
exorbitant). His last |ine however seens out of place in a piece about
so-call ed national that no one el se clainms as success except |ess than
100 persons in a country of over a billion people.

This al so seens a change of policy for PCl that till now had thwarted
all attenpts by India Post in inplenmenting the ban on the display of
proofs, color trials, progressives, and other such restricted nmateria
as such itens are usually stolen fromthe government custody and it
affected the interests of a npjority of those who control PCI. W have
devoted Part 29 of this colum in Issue # 88 of Cctober 24, 2002
entirely on this subject.

However we never argue with a good decision and recommend | ndia Post to
initiate suitable action on Sahoo's request. To start with India Post
may recover fromformer PCl President, P Cupta, the officia
correspondence between Master of India Security Press and Director
General of Posts that ‘Postal Stationery of India, a publication of



India Study Circle for Philately in UK by Derek Lang nentions he has. It
will also be worthwhile to find out how these papers and rel evant
treasures | anded with Gupta.

READERS FORUM

<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evol ve the
newsl etter. We strive hard to bring you conprehensive coverage of the

| atest on Indian philately and i nprove with every issue. Please do |et
us have your thoughts and suggestions. We also would like to | earn how
our newsletter inpacts your collecting and the value you feel it

provi des to you. Do send in your comments, views, reports, articles and
ot her features for publication>

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndi an Laws Rel evant to Philately
http://ww. st anpsofindi a. conf Content/ Gui de/ M sc/ |l aws. htm

Report Cyber Crinme & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ M sc/ cybercrinme. htm

ALSO I N THE NEWS

$20, 000 STAMP FOR SPACE MAI L

For as little as $20,000, you could soon have a letter sent to a new
"post office" aboard the International Space Station (ISS) and back care
of the Russian space agency.

Havi ng suspended its lucrative space tourismservice after the Col unbi a
di saster, the cash-strapped agency has now turned to selling postage
stanps, the Interfax news agency reports. The price of a space nmil
stanp - between $20, 000 and $30,000 - may sound rather steep but space
work is a costly business, its press secretary said. Al proceeds from
the stanmp sales will be ploughed back into space work, Sergey Gorbunov
told I nterfax.

Space tourists such as Californian financier Dennis Tito paid

Rosavi akosnps $20m for their ventures into space but that service was
halted in February when the suspension of NASA's shuttle flights left
Russia the only |ISS partner capable of still sending spacecraft to the
station.

Now a special firmis being set up to sell the new stanps. Anyone

wi shing to have a letter franked on the space station for rather nore
than the cost of a first-class stanp m ght bear in nmind sone overheads
cited by the Russians:

Delivery of one kilo of cargo to the ISS: $10-20, 000

Return of one kilo fromthe 1SS to Earth: $60, 000

Cost of one hour's work by the team aboard the ISS: $18-19, 000

Rosavi akosnps has not reveal ed whether it will be delivering on

Sat urday, when the next crewed Russian rocket is due to take off for the
I SS from Bai konur Kazakhst an.



Pl ease send your queries in detail (illustrations welcone) on al
matters related to Philately and Postal History of India and |Indian
States. W will attenpt to provide an answer to you online.

<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>

CONTRI BUTORS | NVI TED

We require regular correspondents everywhere in India to cover the
philatelic activities in their area. We shall reinmburse the costs of
phot os, covers, publications, courier and other charges. Al
contributions shall be acknow edged.

WEB SI TE UPDATES

STAMPSCOFI NDI A

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in foll owi ng segnents -
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LI NKS.

Updat ed Segnents This Week: News, Articles,

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://stanpsonindia.netfirns.com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics
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