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If you've found this newsletter useful, reconmend it to a friend.
Better still forward a copy of this issue.

JHI NGANS JOTTI NGS
Hi,
The sumrer is here again and it is over 40 degree centigrade al ready!

The deadline for this issue seens to have got stretched |ike everything
that stretches in sunmer and contracts in winter.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter with a tall
cool drink.

- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Chennai Online
and TheKansasCi t yChannel . com



Mention this newsletter when contacting other philatelists

The Advertising Supplenment to ‘Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is
now avail able on-line http://ww.stanpsofindi a.com Cont ent/Ads/ ads. ht m

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

I NDI A POST' S NEXT STAMP | SSUE
I ndi a Post has schedul ed for rel ease a cormmenorative stanp in the
denom nation of Rs.5 on May 2, 2003 on Durga Das.

The issue along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet, at
Rs. 2 each, shall be available on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post

O fices including all Philatelic Bureaus and Counters.

POSTAL STATI ONERY W TH ADVERTI SEMENTS - NEW | SSUES

The postal stationery with foll owi ng adverti senents is schedul ed for
rel ease in May 2003.

The information in the listing is presented in follow ng format:
Date, Printer, Language, Message, Quantity, Remarks.
‘M denotes multicolor printing.

MEGHDOOT POSTCARD — Mahabal i puram 25 Pai se, Red
22, SPP, WMarathi, Navneet Publications, 100, 000
30, SPP, Marathi, State Bank of India, 100, 000

POSTCARD — Mahabal i puram 50 Pai se, Brown
21, ISP, Hindi, SIFPSA (family Planning), 1 nillion

| NLAND LETTER CARD - Mahabal i puram Rupees 2.50, Blue, Vertical Format
04, |1SP, English, Cell One countryw de cellular service, 1 mllion, M
21, SPP, Hindi, SIFPSA (fanmly Planning), 1 mllion

27, ISP, English, Mlar Hospitals Ltd., 0.5 million, M

NEW SPECI AL POSTMARKS

I ndi a Post provided a special postrmark on April 15, 2003 at Patna to
mark the birth anniversary of Lord Mahavira

This Special Cover is available for sale at the Price Rs. 15 from Pradip
Jai n phil apradi p@otnail.com Post Box 128, M thapur, Patna 800001

Pl ease add Rs. 10 for regular mail and Rs.35 for registered mail with
each order.

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EXHI Bl TI ONS

PHI LEX

The Vi ce- Chancel | or of Bangal ore University, M S Thi mmppa i naugurat ed
PHI LEX 2003 on April 18, 2003 at the Done Hall of the Bangal ore Cenera
Post Ofice (GPO). Karnataka Circle of India Post and the Karnataka
Philatelic Society organized this three-day regional-level Philatelic
Exhi biti on having the ‘Kenpe Gowda Tower’ as its | ogo.



The Chi ef Post Master General of Karnataka Circle, Dr. K B H Nayar held
a press conference on April 17, 2003 to pronote the event.

The 240 frame exhibition included 70 from children and youth. As many as
85 philatelists exhibited in the exhibition. There was al so a schoo
section and “invitees class”

Speci al covers were issued on all the three days. The cover rel eased on
April 18 by the Chai rman of Karnataka Bank, Ananthakrishna, depicted a
bui l di ng constructed in 1884 on Museum Road t hat now houses the Seni or
Superint endent of Post O fice of Bangal ore East Division. The specia
postmark had a thenme of an earlier cancellation of Anche Peri od,

The President of Karnataka Philatelic Society, V Srinivasan, released a
souvenir.

The Chi ef General Manager of Karnataka Tel ecom Circle, Bharat Sanchar

Ni gam Ltd., K Padnmanabhan, rel eased a special cover on April 19 with the
t heme being environment. The special postmark synbolically represented a
tree.

The Chairman of Canara Bank, R V. Shastri, released a special cover on
April 20 with the thene of children. The cover depicted a painting nade
by Neha Adiga, a student of Carnmel Convent Jayanagar, which won an award
in a Stanmp Design Contest.

The exhibition was utilized to inpart training to teachers and children
on Philately. A philatelic workshop for schoolteachers was held at the
Conference Hall of the GPO on April 18, 2003. For students, a workshop
was held the April 19, 2003.

A Philatelic Quiz for students was organi zed on April 20, 2003.

DOONTOPEX
This show is now reschedul ed for July 18 to 20, 2003.

For a list of exhibition held this year, please visit
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com’ Cont ent/ Event s/ a300. ht m

RECENT PERI ODI CAL PUBLI CATI ONS

VADOPHI L, #94, April 2003, Quarterly

Editors: Prashant H Pandya & Timr R Shah vadophil @ pi pi.com
Publ i sher: Baroda Philatelic Society

Address: “Jaya” Dala Patel’s Pole, Narsinhji’s Pole, Vadodara 390 001
Annual Subscription: Rs. 100 in India

TRANSFERS & POSTI NGS OF SENI OR POSTAL OFFI CERS

The foll owi ng postal officers were transferred and posted with effect
fromApril 9, 2002:

S Sarkar fromthe Post Master General, Nagpur Region of Mharashtra
Circle to the Deputy Director General - Technol ogy, Postal Directorate
at New Del hi .



Col onel Om Praksh, fromthe Post Master General, Gorakhpur Regi on of
Utar Pradesh Circle to the Post Master General, Nagpur Region of
Maharashtra Circle.

Col onel V Sadasivam from the Deputy Director General - Technol ogy,
Postal Directorate at New Del hi to Arnmy Postal Service.

POSTMEN STRI KE WORK | N MADURA|

More than 400 postnmen went on a flash strike on April 21, 2003 at
Madur ai protesting against the term nation of the services of the extra
department postmen and not filling the 26 posts of postnmen that fel
vacant in various post offices in the city and increasing the workl oad
“to unbearable |evels”.

The nmenbers of their unions said the officials who did not want any
reduction in their perks, had not filled the vacancies for postnen in
various post offices from 1999-2000 till 2002-03. Every year, they had
reduced the nunmber of postnmen and redepl oyed the work though the city
was expandi ng rapidly.

The officials had, in fact, agreed to increase the nunber of postnen to
cater to the outskirts, but now they were reducing the staff strength.

They sai d redepl oynent of postmen was part of an alleged official plan
to harass postnen as the postal enployees had called for a strike May 1
and 2, 2003.

UPU CONGRESS 2004

The Congress of Universal Postal Union is held every 5 years and the
23" Congress was originally scheduled to be held in 2004 in Abidjan,
Ivory Coast. However hundreds of people dying in violent civil unrest
meant that Ivory coast was no longer in a position to hold the Congress.

It will now be held in Bucharest, Romania. This will be the first tinme
that the Congress will be held in Eastern Europe in 130 years of UPU.
CO N FAIR AT MUMBAI

S M Shukl a Menorial Committee held the 12'" Annual Shukla Day Coin Fair
at Munbai from April 18 to 20, 2003.

Shukl a, born on April 24, 1911, was a renowned nuni smatist and served as
the Honorary Numisnatist to the Prince of Wales Miuseum Minbai for a
long tine.

Far okh S Todywal | a i ndiaart @snl.com held auction #5 consisiting 102

| ots of coins, nedals, tokens, and paper noney on April 19, 2003 at the
fair. Todywalla also maintains a website ww.todyauction.com

FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS

‘Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is the nmost effective way to
reach the highest targeted readerships for Indian Philately worl dw de.
The advertising is FREE for the subscribers. The ads are published
online in an Advertising Supplenent. Send in your ad, today.

Click here to view the ads and for the Terns for submitting your ad




http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conf Cont ent/ Ads/ ads. ht m

VI EW6 & OPI NI ONS

PHI LATELY IN TRANSITION IN INDI A, Part 54

Following is an excerpt fromthe letter by national comm ssioner for
BANGKOK 2003 worl d philatelic exhibition, Dr. R S Gandhi that he
recently sent to participants:

“Regrettably it is now open secret that the Departnent of Posts (DoP)
has adopted an indifferent attitude towards philately and PCl.”

“More than 9 nonths has el apsed since ny request dated July 24, 2002 for
no objection certificate. Despite ny two rem nders & personal neeting
with the Deputy Director General (Philately), the DoP has not forwarded
mandatory no objection certificate to the HRD M ni stry, Governnent of
India as yet for clearance of itens of 99 or nore years old by the

Ar chaeol ogi cal Survey of India.”

“Finding no way out, the undersigned wote to (1) the Secretary to
Governnment of India in the Departnment of Posts & Director Ceneral of
India Posts and (2) Prine Mnister of India and their reply is awaited.”

“The Law of the Land forbidden to take away itens of 99 or nore years
ol d outside the country without the perm ssion of Archaeol ogi cal Survey
of India (ASI).”

“The negative approach of some of our friends / brother in philately is
wel | known and their whinsical & continued unfriendly hurdles during &
after the PHI LAKOREA 2002 event is forewarning.”

“Accordingly | have been advised to be very conscious & careful on the
matter of your exhibit and a way out is to nmodify and re-adjust the
exhibit as not to include such philatelic itens suspected to cone under
the anmbit of ASI."

The procedure involved for participation of exhibits in internationa
exhibitions is as foll ows:

PCl governing council appoints the national conm ssioners for al
exhibitions to be held in a year. Accordingly the PCl secretary genera
confirms in witing to exhibition organizing conmittee, |India Post, and
to the appoi nted person. The comnmi ssioner on the basis of PCl genera
secretary’s letter obtains a certificate fromlIndia Post. This ‘Letter
of Appoi ntrment of the National Comr ssioner by the Department of Posts,
Governnment of India (that Dr. Gandhi misleadingly is calling ‘no
objection certificate') is the key docunent that fornms the basis of the
permts fromthe Departnment of Culture, Reserve Bank of |ndia,

Ar chaeol ogi cal Survey of India (ASlI), and Indian Custons.

The participants are also required to sign a letter of authority in
favor of commi ssioner and al so an i ndemity bond, both on stanp paper
absol ving the comni ssioners from nost responsibilities in case of

m shaps.



The PCI also allows, but only to certain privileged comr ssioners to
charge the participants expenses that at tines are higher than the frane
fees. This way the appointnment as conmi ssioner becones an all expenses
pai d jaunt and opportunity to enjoy a foreign trip. A less privileged
conmi ssioner will have strictures passed against himfor charging the
expenses he may have actually incurred and debarred from future such
appoi ntnents by the PCI governing council

Dr. Gandhi, would fall under the privileged category, he is one of the
PCl vice-presidents and is the first person ever to be appointed as an
apprentice jury, at I NPEX 2002 that was recently held, w thout the PCl
governing council decision. The organizers clained this exhibition as a
nati onal and a success. The organi zers have a history of fraudulently
claimng India Post’s patronage and several other things for alnost a
year. They were forced to hastily withdraw a few of such clainms from
their web site after India Post sent thema notice. It is another matter
that a visitor to this show reported | ess then 100 persons attendi ng

i ncl udi ng organi zers, jury, exhibitors, volunteers, visitors, and

pi geons!

At present all governnent departnments have been alerted and will not
tolerate violations of the law of the land. The problemis not limted
to obtaining certificate fromlIndia Post or permt in respect of

mat erial 100 year old form ASI as Dr. Gandhi will Iike participants to
believe but that of follow ng the procedures required by the | aw of the
land in respect to several other mandatory pernits.

In our opinion in these uncertain times of no exhibits going to HAFN A
2001, exhibits confiscated on return from PH LAKOREA 2002, and no

perm ssions as yet obtained for BANGKOK 2003, the participants nust now
seek suitabl e undertakings fromthe conm ssioners for well being of
their exhibits.

We have full faith in the analytical capabilities of the participants
fromlilndia in philatelic exhibitions abroad. W ask themto verify the
contents of our publication and PCl's misinformation canpaign. It will
help themto decide on the best course of action that they need to take.

Those philatelists who seek long termwell being of philately in India
nmust resist the tenptation of the i medi ate or short term persona
gains, in this case participating abroad.

READERS FORUM

<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evol ve the
newsl etter. We strive hard to bring you conprehensive coverage of the

| atest on Indian philately and i nprove with every issue. Please do |et
us have your thoughts and suggestions. We also would like to | earn how
our newsletter inpacts your collecting and the value you feel it

provi des to you. Do send in your comments, views, reports, articles and
ot her features for publication>

AVI NASH B JAGTAP FROM SW TZERLAND
In the Stanps of India Collectors Conmpani on, No. 111 of 21 April 2003
there is a query from M. Sudip Dasgupta, pertaining to the flaw on SG



302 stanp of India (Indian National Flag) which he referred to, as a
"scrach variety"). This you have rightly pointed out as a constant
vari ety appearing on the stanp.

I had gone through an old Stanley G bbons Mnthly (Novermber 2001) in
which there is a reference to this flaw (in the article by Richard
Lockyer “King George VI Varieties, Part 62- More Odds and Ends"). In
this article he wites, “Commonwealth lists a very clear variety on the
3 and half anna fromthe 1947 Doni nion Status |Issue (CWS6B). The "7" of
1947 in the design on R5/6 has a clear flaw "

In the Bridger & Kay, "Five Reigns (1980) Commnweal t h Catal ogue", it
has been stated “S6a- A marked fl aw appears above the 7 (of "1947"/bel ow
"G' of "AUG' - Terned as “Teardrop Flaw' by M. Richard Lockyer)on Rows
5/6 (| believe it is a m stake, and should probably read :" Row 5/6
i.e. 6th Stanmp in the row No. 5).

I do not have this stanp (with the flaw) in ny collection, but it is
possi bl e sone body in India (or el se where) may have the conplete (or in
part from above) sheet of this stanp. As we are not so sure about its
position on the sheet, an exam nation of the sheet concerned will reveal
the fact.

Most probably it is ROWNo. 5 (or 6? as you say), but what is the
position of this particular flawin that row? Is it No. 6? | would
appreciate a response to this query.

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndi an Laws Rel evant to Philately
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conmf Content/ Gui de/ M sc/ |l aws. htm

Report Cyber Crinme & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ M sc/ cybercrinme. htm

RESEARCH NOTES
ALSO I N THE NEWS

US M LI TARY ASK CI TI ZENS TO STOP SENDI NG TROOPS MAI L

The pentagon says unsolicited nmail and packages sent to lraq are
overwhelmng the mlitary postal system and threatening security, KMBC s
Pet er Barnes reported.

Mail to the Persian Gulf is overwhelnming the mlitary postal service.
Mlitary personnel receive 1,000 tons of nmail a week, up from 10 tons
per week | ast year. The Pentagon wants the unsolicited mail to stop,
Bar nes reported.

"It's a matter of trying to handle the sheer volune," said Edward
Pardi ni, who works for the MIlitary Postal Service.



The fl ood of packages and letters slows mail sent by soldiers' famly
menbers. It's also a security risk -- the Pentagon worries about

chemi cal and biological materials |ike anthrax being sent to service
personnel, Barnes reported.

"We had a request fromone worman, if she could get donations from
peopl e, she'd send 1,000 -- maybe it was 10,000 -- pounds of fudge,
whi ch may not be that good in 100-degree heat," Pardini said.

To stop the overflow, the Pentagon has contacted dozens of Wb sites
t hat post addresses of service people, sonetines with nanes. It also has
st opped many charitabl e organi zations from sending unsolicited gifts.

But the Pentagon does want people to help -- by donating to government-
approved progranms |i ke the USO, donating blood, or visiting this
official Web site, DefendAnerica.m |, where they can buy troops phone
calling cards, send e-mails or sign a virtual thank you card.

The point is to nake sure that priority mail -- letters and packages
fromfamly and friends -- have a chance to reach soldiers in the field
the fastest, Barnes said.

ASK US

Pl ease send your queries in detail (illustrations welcone) on al
matters related to Philately and Postal History of India and |Indian
States. W will attenpt to provide an answer to you online.

<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>

CONTRI BUTORS | NVI TED

We require regular correspondents everywhere in India to cover the
philatelic activities in their area. We shall reinburse the costs of
phot os, covers, publications, courier and other charges. Al
contributions shall be acknow edged.

WEB SI TE UPDATES

STAMPSCOFI NDI A

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in foll owi ng segnents -
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LI NKS.

Updat ed Segnents This Wek: News, Articles,

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://stanpsonindia.netfirns.com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics
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