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JHI NGANS JOTTI NGS
H

Wth the cricket fever having subsided there is a WHO alert for a new
strain of virus that is spreading severe acute respiratory syndrone
(SARS). Travel advisory's have been issued by many countries and staff
at airports have been asked to | ook out for the passengers traveling
through these regions. Well India is also tracking the virus and the
vari ous agencies are closely nonitoring the situation

Like all things this too will pass and if the war doesn’t get the world
the virus will.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter



- M&SJ

CQur thanks to the contributors and sources to this issue: Zee News,

Mention this newsletter when contacting other philatelists

The Advertising Supplenment to ‘Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is
now avail able on-line http://ww.stanpsofindi a.com Cont ent/Ads/ ads. ht m

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

I NDI A POST' S STAMP | SSUES
I ndia Post’s next commenorative stanp issue in the denom nation of Rs. 5
on Sant Eknath is scheduled for rel ease on March 23, 2003.

I ndia Post’s comrenprative stanp issue in the denonination of Rs. 5 on
Frank Anthony is scheduled for release on March 28, 2003.

The issues along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet, at
Rs. 2 each, shall be available on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post

O fices including all Philatelic Bureaus and Counters.

KUSUMAGRAJ' S STAMP RELEASED

The Speaker of Lok Sabha, India's Parlianment, Manohar Joshi rel eased a
comenorative stanp at Nashik on March 14, 2003 on em nent Marath
litterateur Kusumagraj.

Paying rich tributes to the poet, Union Conmunications Mnister Arun
Shouri e, who presided over the function, said Kusunmagraj created a
revolution through his pen. Because of personalities |ike himour
country is still maintaining civilization and culture, the mnister
added.

Brahm Prakash designed the stanp and the First Day Cover, priced at Rs.
2. Al ka Sharma designed the pictorial first day postmark. Information
Sheet containing wite-up and technical data and priced at Rs. 2 was

i ssued on the occasion.

Madras Security Printers of Chennai printed the stanps by photo O f set
in four colors on inported unwaternmarked stanp paper in the quantity of
0.4 million in sheets of 40 stanps.

RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

I ndi a Post organized a district level philatelic exhibition on February
26, 2003 at Janmu.

DEOPEX
I ndi a Post organized a district level philatelic exhibition on March 15-
16, 2003 at Deori a.

KERAPEX



I ndi a Post has scheduled a state | evel philatelic exhibition on Novenber
6-9, 2003 at Trivandrum Keral a.

For a list of exhibition held this year, please visit
http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. conm’ Cont ent/ Event s/ a300. ht m

PERI ODI CALS RECEI VED

PHI LANEWS, #7, January February 2003, Bi-nonthly

Editor: Raj esh Paharia, pahariaraj esh@sn.com

Publ i sher: Philatelic Society of Rajasthan

Address: A S Mttal, President, Dhamani Market, Chaura Rasta, Jaipur -3
Annual Subscription: Rs. 50 in India

PHI LATELY NEWSLETTER, Whole # 12, July Septenber 2002

Editor in Chief: S C Dutta, Mnagi ng Editor: Devika Kumar,

Executive Editor: Tilak De, Associate Editor: P N Ranjit Kumar
Publ i sher: 1 ndi a Post

Mai | i ng Address: Director GPO, Kol kata 700001

Annual Subscription: Not Indicated

THE FLOOD OF | MPERFORATED DEFI NI TI VE | SSUES

Hundreds of partly and conpletely inperforate sheets of several val ues
of definitive and special definitive i ssues have cone to market in past
6 nonths. That these were found in post offices all over India points to
col l apse of quality control nechanismat the printers — India security
Press, Nashi k Road.

The val ues noted were Re. 1 (Subas Chandra Bose — special definitive),
Rs. 2 (Roses), Rs. 3 (Oter).

AUCTI ONS ACTTI ON

M TTAL STAMP COVPANY’' S POSTAL AUCTI ON

Mttal Stanp Conpany has mailed out the catal og of their postal auction
nunber 18A closing on April 10, 2003. The sale features 1400 |ots of
India, Indian States, Cinderella, Fiscals, and foreign illustrated in 16
pl ates. For a free copy of the catal og pl ease contact

Mttal Stanp Conpany, G P O Box 253, Jaipur 302003

mital stanps@ahoo. com

R JAI SWAL AUCTI ON

R Jaiswal will hold a public auction sale at Kol kata on April 19, 2003.
The sal e consists of over 1800 |lots that cover Whol esal e, Collections,
India, Indian States, Fiscals, Foreign, Thematic, Publications, and
Accessories. Illustrations are spread over 10 pages. The catalog is free
and can be had fromR Jaiswal, 79A S P Mikherjee, Kolkata 700 026

phil cent @snl.com .

Pl ease do nmention this newsletter when contacting the auctioneers.

SERVI CE CHARGES REI NSTATED ON STANDI NG ORDERS



Phil atelic Deposit Account holders may kindly recollect the |evy of
service charges of Rs 10 per dispatch of philatelic material was wai ved
with effect from October 1, 2000.

Keeping in view the rising cost on all fronts, the Departnent has no
option but to discontinue the said concession and to | evy some nomn na
charges. The service charges have now been re-instated starting with the
di spatch of stanps and other related material released on or after March
1, 2003. However the custonmers may kindly note that they can receive

wi ndow delivery of the naterial at the philatelic bureau free of the
servi ce charges.

PRASADAM BY POST

'Swam Prasadam a joint venture of India Post and Travancore Devaswom
Board that started during the |ast mandala - makara vil akku season, is
bei ng extended to this vishu season al so.

A | arge nunber of devotees, who used the service in the mandal a and
makar avi | akku season, have demanded this to be made pernmanent. Even
though the tenple will be kept open during the first week of every

Mal ayal am nonth, due to infrastructural linmtations and non availability
of sufficient prasadam 'Swani Prasadam can't be a round the year
affair.

To get the prasadam by post, Rs 150 is to be sent by noney order payable
to The executive officer, Travancore Devaswom Board, Sabarimala, PIN
689713 Pat hananmthitta (Via) Keral a.

In Post Ofices havi ng Speedpost facility, Speed post Mpney order
service can also be utilized. The top of the noney order form should
contain the words “Swam prasadam' I n a conspi cuous nmanner and the ful
address of the person to whomthe prasadamis to be sent in the rel evant
space (the space provided for senders address on the Money Order forns).

Following itens of the prasadamwi |l be sent to the devotees:

A sealed tin of 'Aravana' prasadam 250 m

Appam - Packed in an air tight cover: 7 nos.

Lord Ayyappa's bhasnmam and Mal i kapurathanma's manj al & kunkum 1 packet
Vavar Swamy's pepper and bhasma: 1 packet

A small | am nated picture of Swam Ayyappa.

Qut of each nmoney order sent, Rs 10 will be used for offering nedicated
drinking water (chukku vellan) to the devotees in the tenple prem ses.
Hence each devotee sending the noney order will not only get the
prasadam but will be participating in the pious deed of supplying
drinking water to the devotees of Lord Ayyappa who trek the nmountai nous
path to the sanni dhanam

Since the tenple will be kept open only fromApril 11 to 18, 2003 the
distribution of prasadamwi || be available only during that period.
Hence Money orders will be accepted only up to April 5, 2003. The
distribution of prasadamwi |l start fromApril 12, 2003.



Pl ease do not send tel egraphic noney orders since the same will not
transmt the full address of the sender. The demand drafts and posta
orders will also not be accepted. Send noney by ordinary or speed post
noney order only.

| NDI A POST' S ANNUAL REPORT

I ndi a Post has released its Annual Report for the financial year 2001-
2002 during the budget session of the Parlianment. The bilingua
publication also includes the Report on Activities for April-Decenber
2002. The report covers Overview, Organization, Operations, Business
Devel opnent Activities, International Relations, Technol ogy, Financia
Servi ces, Financial Managenent, Human Resource Devel opnment, Vigil ance
Activities, Other Activities, and Devel opnental Activities in North
East .

I ndi a Post handl ed 10,813.5 million unregistered articles and 217.2
mllion registered articles in 2001-2002 that is 22.53% and 11.24% | ess
than the previous year respectively. India Post earned Rs 36,971 mllion
revenue agai nst the expenditure of Rs. 51,946 nmllion. There is a
deficit of Rs. 14,115 million

According to the Report the average cost of service for a Post Card is
now Rs. 6.11, and for an Inland Letter Card Rs. 6.14. These are made
available to the public for Rs. 0.50, and Rs. 2.50, respectively.

NEW PUBLI CATI ON - Al RMAI LS OF SI AM

“AlRMAI LS OF SIAM — The Build Up and Further Devel opnent of Siams
Donestic and International Airmail Services in the 1920s and 1930s and
the Adjustnents of These Services During the WA2 Years”, a Handbook by
Nil's Ramm Ericson. Published by the Author, 2002, 426 pages. Soft
cover, spiral bound, five separate parts. Available for UKEGO. 00,
US$90. 00, or €85.00 including airmail postage worldwi de, from N Is Ramm
Eri cson, Sundhol nsgatan 44, SE-21641 Mal nb, Sweden. Email: nils.ramnm
eri cson@eta.tel enordi a. se

Ken Sanford of Aerophil, Switzerland has revi ewed the book, as foll ows:
The Handbook covers the initial 25 years of the devel opnent of air mail
services of Siam (later Thailand). It is in five separate parts,

covering the follow ng areas:

1. Donestic Airmail Services — 1920-1945

2. Mail Carrying Individual Long Distance Flights, Goodw Il M ssions,
and Ot her Special International Flights in the 1920s and 1930s

3. Airmail Services Wth International Carriers — 1928-1939

4. International Airmail Routes and Services in the WA Years

5. Airmail Rates, Stanps & Labels, 1920-1945

Thi s includes an extensive Bibliography, a Conparison of Dates in the
Ratt anakosi n Era, Buddhist Era & Christian Era, which is essential for
deci phering dates in postmarks.

Al'so included in this section is a very useful chart show ng days of the
week by date for the period covered by the Handbook

The Handbook includes a trenendous amount of detail on each flight,
i ncident or event, such as maps, aircraft & pilot photos, newspaper



articles, covers (both first flight and commercial), cancels, cachets,
schedul es and other information. Flights that crashed or had forced

| andi ngs are included. Very little has been published in the past about
the airmails of Thailand, and this Handbook provides much nore

i nformati on than has ever been published on the subject. It is obvious
that the author has done extensive research in order to produce such
conprehensi ve book on the subject. Most of the covers shown are from
the author’s international gold nmedal collection

Thai | and was an i nportant stopover point for many of the early record
flights, and first flights between Europe, India and points East. This
Handbook wi Il be an essential reference for collectors of airmail covers
fromthese areas of the World. The author is only produci ng the nunber
of copies of the Handbook for which he is receiving orders.

FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS

“Stanmps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is the nost effective way to
reach the highest targeted readerships for Indian Philately worldw de.
The advertising is FREE for the subscribers. The ads are published
online in an Advertising Supplenent. Send in your ad, today.

Click here to view the ads and for the Terns for submitting your ad
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conf Cont ent/ Ads/ ads. ht m

VI EW6 & OPI NI ONS

PHI LATELY IN TRANSITION IN INDI A, Part 49

Phil ately has been known as the king of the hobbies and to keep it that
way efforts of all concerned are required to sustain the interest of the
young collectors in this hobby. The only way to nake the hobby grow is
to spread it at the grass roots.

In India, as in other fields so in philately, we need the
infrastructure: national philatelic policy, regulations, a naster plan
for pronmotion of philately, syllabus for a course introducing philately
at basic and other levels, funds, and the manpower to manage it all

VWhen we were young, we were willingly running around carrying out tasks
given by the senior philatelists. W are not so young anynore and find
ourselves still willingly running around but sadly there are no

youngst ers around.

A begi nni ng has been made by the India Post by holding district |eve
exhibitions with support of nmany local philatelic organizations. The
effort of each and every one of the people involved in these events is
to be commended. We are sure that these efforts will bear fruit soon and
once again we will find lots of youngsters interested in philately.

The Philatelic Congress of India (PCl) in its 25 plus years of existence
has been tal ki ng about pronmotion of philately but these have been nere
words with no action forthcomng. Their sole focus has been nore on

wi nning gold nmedals for a few people rather than nore and nore
col l ectors joining the hobby.



Each one of us who is passionate about philately nmust conme together and
join hands to spread philately at the grass roots.

READERS FORUM

<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evolve the
newsl etter. We strive hard to bring you conprehensive coverage of the

| atest on Indian philately and i nprove with every issue. Please do |et
us have your thoughts and suggestions. We also would like to | earn how
our newsletter inpacts your collecting and the value you feel it

provi des to you. Do send in your comments, views, reports, articles and
ot her features for publication>

ATl SH KUMAR JAI N
I truly agree with Dr. Avinash B. Jagtap, Binningen /Switzerland
regardi ng bad cancellation of stanps in post offices of I|ndia.

Last year, | had forwarded one such conplaint to the then Mnister for
Communi cations, Shri Pranod Mahaj an regardi ng cancellation of stanps
with ink pens, which many post office staff do not know render the
stanps invaluable. But the departnment has not replied back yet nor had
any instructions been forwarded regardi ng usage of pens for
cancel | ati ons.

Not only ne but also all the philatelists will be very happy if posta
department stops this untidy process of canceling the stanps with ink
pens.

| am forwardi ng copy of nmy conplaint letter sent to the departnment al ong
with scan of the cover which | received in a very very poor condition

11. 11. 2002

From Atish Kumar Jain,
B-7, Kurian U hup Nagar,
Mool avattom P. O.

Kott ayam 686026,

Ker al a.

To,

Shri Prampd Mahaj an,

The M nister of Information Technol ogy And Conmuni cati on
New Del hi .

Dear Sir,

Wth due respect, | would like to bring to your kind notice, the way in
which the staff of Postal department cancel conmmenorative stanps affixed
on covers.

On 09.11.2002, | received a registered cover booked from Pursai wakkam
Chennai vide registration nunber 967 dated 06.11.2002 from one of ny
philatelist friend M. Vel gean Fernando. On this cover ny friend had
affixed 9 comrenorative stanps worth Rs. 67 (including mniature sheet of
Rai | ways) .



To my horror, | saw these stanps defaced/cancell ed by your departmental
staff in a very cruel and rude manner by using a pen (use of pen for
canceling any stanp is prohibited because then these stanps do not have
any philatelic value). I amenclosing herewith one photo of this damaged
cover and stanps for your ready reference. It appears fromthe cover
that the person who had used his pen has done it purposely to damage al
the beautiful stanps, whereas this was not required since stanps had

al ready been cancelled lightly fromthe booking office.

| ask you Sir, is this the way your departnent enployees are trained to
wor k?

Don’t they know that canceling like this the stanps will |oose all its
philatelic val ue?

On the other hand I know that your departnent particularly Philately
departnment is working day and night to develop this hobby from grass
root |evels by holding sem nars, exhibitions, etc. for new philatelists.

Along with public the staff should also be trained so that they al so
know what the word “PHI LATELY” nean.

If untrained staff work in your department, a day will conme when this
hobby wi Il not be regarded as “KI NG OF HOBBI ES” because nobody is going
to collect such danaged and defaced stanps.

This is not the first time with me, it has happened |ike this before
also 3 tines and every tinme | have registered a conplaint at Kottayam
H P.O

I have one suggestion for getting rid of this bad habit of defacing and
killing the stanps by a pen. In ny opinion all the post offices should
be provided with seal of “second cancellation” so that if by chance any
stanp is | eftover uncancelled, then it can be cancelled with this seal

Li ke sonetines we get a cover with seal “DUE" on which a sender has
af fi xed |l ess valued stanps than required. Simlarly, “second
cancel l ati on” seal can be affixed on stanps, which were not cancell ed
from booki ng of fice.

I hope you will care for the need of philatelists in order to devel op
phil ately.

I would be highly obliged if you reply to nme personally.

Thanki ng you in anticipation of better services fromyour posta
departnment for the overall devel opment of philately.

Yours faithfully,
Atish Kumar Jain.

Cc to: Sr.Suptd. Kottayam H. P. O,
Sr. Post Master, Kottayam H. P.O.,
Chi ef Post Master General, Thiruvananthapuram



Post Master Ceneral, Ernakul am

ADG PG, N. Del hi,

Sr. DDG (CPT), N.Delhi.

Encl : Photocopy of the cover with stanps damaged by the staff of postal
depart ment.

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndi an Laws Rel evant to Philately
http://ww. stanpsofindi a.conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ M sc/ | aws. ht m

Report Cyber Crinme & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ M sc/ cybercrinme. htm

RESEARCH NOTES

ALSO I N THE NEWS

KALPANA CHAW.A ON STAMPS

Ganbi a, Grenada, Grenada Grenadi nes, Liberia, Mldives, the Federated
States of Mcronesia, Palau and Sierra Leone are participating in a
stanp tribute to the nenory of the Crew of ill-fated Space Shuttle
Col unmbia that is scheduled for release in March 2003.

Each postal administration will release a sheetlet of seven different
vertical stanps, designed by Esther Ainspan, that depict an official
photo portrait of the Space Shuttle Colunbia crew. Fromleft to right,
the stanps depict (1) David M Brown, (2) Rick D. Husband, (3) Laurel
Salton Clark, (4) Kal pana Chaw a, (5) Mchael P. Anderson, (6) WIIliam
C. McCool and (7) Ilan Ranon.

Each country's sheetlet will depict its national flag and the flag of
the United States of Anerica on the side of the text "In Menoriam The
Crew of the Space Shuttle Colunbia." At the bottom each sheetl et

decl ares, "The People and the Governnment of (the participating postal
adm nistration) join the United States, Israel and India in mourning the
tragic | oss of the crew of the Space Shuttle Colunbia. Qur hearts go out
to the fanmilies of the astronauts."

The Ganbi a sheetlet contains 7 different 10 dal asy stanps. The G enada
and Grenada Grenadi nes sheetlets contain 7 different $1 stanps. The

Li beria sheetl et contains seven $25 stanps, while the Mcronesia and
Pal au sheetl ets have seven different $0.55 stanps.

In addition, The Ganbia and St. Vincent & the Grenadines are issuing
sheetlets for individual astronauts. The upper |eft hand stanp in the

bl ock of four stanps on each sheetlet will contain a simlar group
portrait of the Space Shuttle Colunbia crew. A second stanp will feature
a phot ograph of one of the seven astronauts. The other two stanmps will
feature i nages of the Space Shuttle program

Ganmbia will be issuing a set of four sheetlets, each containing a block
of four different horizontal 20 dal asy stanps. Each sheetlet will focus
on one of the seven Col unbia astronauts - (1) M chael Anderson, (2)



Kal pana Chawl a, (3) Laurel Salton Clark and (4) Ilan Ranpn. St. Vincent,
will be issuing a set of three sheetlets, each containing a block of
four different horizontal $2 stanps. Each sheetlet will focus on (5)
David Brown, (6) Rick Husband and (7) WIIiam MCool .

ASK US

Pl ease send your queries in detail (illustrations welcone) on all
matters related to Philately and Postal History of India and |Indian
States. W will attenpt to provide an answer to you online.

<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>

CONTRI BUTORS | NVI TED

We require regular correspondents everywhere in India to cover the
philatelic activities in their area. We shall reinmburse the costs of
phot os, covers, publications, courier and other charges. All
contributions shall be acknow edged.

VWEB SI TE UPDATES

STAMPSOFI NDI A

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in follow ng segnments -
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS,
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LI NKS.

Updat ed Segnents This Wek: News, Articles,

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://stanpsonindia.netfirnms.com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics
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