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JHI NGANS JOTTI NGS5
Hi

We have enquired from Visva Bharati University at Santiniketan
regarding their logo that is partly visible on Santi dev Ghose
commenor ative i ssued on Decenber 1, 2002. W are awaiting their reply.

W& have attenpted to fax our query but their Fax is out of order and
they do not have an email address in spite of having a decent web site.
As the speed post service for Santiniketan is not available from New
Del hi, even with the best of our efforts we have been unable to get a
response fromthemtill the time of sending this newsletter. W will
update you the nonment a response is received fromthe University.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.

- M&SJ



Qur thanks to the Contributors and sources to this issue: The
Tel egraph, the H ndu Business Line, and the Business Standard.

Mention this newsletter when contacting other philatelists

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEW | SSUE UPDATE

The next issue schedul ed for Decenber 17, 2002 on Tanralipta Jatiya
Sarkar is a se-tenant pair in the denom nation of Rs. 5 each. The stanp
shal |l be produced in the quantity of 800,000 only in sheets of 14 se-
tenant pairs.

The i ssue schedul ed for Decenber 23, 2002 on Anglo Bengali Inter
Col l ege All ahabad is in the denom nation of Rs. 5. The stanp shall be
produced in the quantity of 800,000 only in sheets of 40.

The issue schedul ed for Decenber 28, 2002 on Dhirubhai Anmbani is in the
denom nation of Rs. 5. The stanp shall be produced in the quantity of
3.8 nmillion only in sheetlets of 16. This will be the 5'" sheetl et

i ssued by India Post. The first four were India Japan, Arya Vai dyasal a,
Nagpur Tercentenary, and Children’s Day.

The stanps along with the First Day Covers and the information sheets,
at Rs. 2 each, shall be available on sale at nearly 1000 sel ect ed Post
Ofices including all Philatelic Bureaus and Counters.

FI CCl  PLATI NUM JUBI LEE SPECI AL POSTMARK

I ndi a Post provided a special postmark to comenorate the platinum
jubilee of the Federation of Indian Chanbers of Comrerce and | ndustry
(FICC) at New Del hi on Decenber 12, 2002. A special cover was al so
rel eased on this occasion

NEW VEB SI TE

B D Mehrotra of Lucknow, a dealer of |ong standing specializing in
errors and varieties of India post-independence stanps, recently
 aunched a new web site ww i ndi apost phil.com

NEW | SSUES OF PAKI STAN
Pak Post recently issued the foll owi ng conenorative stanps

Novenber 9, 2002
A set of 2 stanps in the denom nation of Rs. 4 each on Al ama Mihanmad
| gbal Year 2002.

Novenber 14, 2002
A colorful stanmp in the denomination of Rs. 4 to mark the joyous
festival of Eid-ul-Fitr that was cel ebrated on Decenber 6, 2002.

ANOTHER SUI T FI LED AGAI NST PCI

Raj esh Varma, President of Uttranchal Philatelists Association, and
Secretary General of Aynpic Philatelists of India has filed a suit for
declaration with consequential relief of perpetual injunction against
Phil atelic Congress of India and others on Decenber 11, 2002. The next
date of hearing is fixed for Decenber 19, 2002.



The subject matter of this suit is holding of philatelic exhibitions
i ncludi ng forthcom ng | NPEX 02.
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TRANSFERS & POSTI NGS OF SENI OR POSTAL OFFI CERS

R S Nat araj anurthy, Chief General Manager of Busi ness Devel opnent
Directorate of India Post was pronoted as Principal Chief

CGeneral Manager of Business Devel opnent Directorate of |India Post, New
Del hi with effect from Novenber 29, 2002.

L K Puri was posted as the Chief Postmaster General of Janmu & Kashmr
Crcle with effect from Novenber 29, 2002.

Radhi ka Dor ai swarmy, Ceneral Manager of Business Devel opnent Directorate
of India Post was pronoted and posted as the Chief Postmaster General
of Gujarat Circle with effect from Decenber 2, 2002 as Meera Datta who
was posted vide orders of Novenmber 20, 2002 as reported in issue # 93
has decl i ned.

POSTAL JOBS FOR RETI RED PERSONS

The Chief Postnmaster Ceneral of Kerala Crcle has invited applications
for the post of Field Oficers (Postal Life Insurance) from anong
retired Governnent enployees of Central and State Governnents and
public sector undertakings for procurenment of postal life

i nsurance/rural post life insurance business in all districts of

Ker al a.

The applicant's age should not exceed 62 years as on January 1, 2003.
Details about the scheme can be had fromthe PLI Section, Ofice of the
Chi ef Postmaster General, Thiruvanant hapuram 695033. Conpl et ed
applications should reach the Ofice of the Chief PMs I atest by
Decenber 15, 2002.

MOBI LE POSTMAN

The Departnent of Post (DOP) signed on Decenber 3, 2002 a Menorandum of
Under standi ng with Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limted (BSNL) that would equip
the village postman with a nobile phone that will act as a nobile
public call office (PCO and offer door-to-door telecomfacility in
vill ages across the country from Decenber 25, 2002 that is also the
birthday of India’ s Prine Mnister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

The nobil e postman project, called the Ganeen Sanchar Sewak schene
(GSS), will be inplenented through the postal departnent's G aneen Dak
Sewak delivery agents (GDSDA). The agents will work as BSNL franchi sees
in rural areas.

About 2,000 GSS in the select locations will serve about 7000 vill ages
covering the entire country, except the Andaman and N cobar | sl ands,
Haryana and Punjab tel ecomregions. It has been nodelled on BSNL's

exi sting public call office franchi see schene, including tariff.



For each call of 100-200 km the GSS will get Re 1 as service charge
and Rs 2 on all calls beyond 200 km The GSS can also earn Rs 5 for
passi ng on the nessage to the villager concerned.

The DoP for collection of bills and rendering the services will keep 25
per cent of the revenue. O this 20 per cent will go to the GSS. BSNL
will also supply the nobile equipnment to the GSS fromwhom Rs 20 per
month will be charged as insurance prem umfor the equipnent.

| MMUNI TY FOR POSTAL SERVI CES

The consuner | aws have covered al nost all goods and services including
some reluctant sectors |ike governnent departnents, housing boards and
doctors. Yet the negligence of the postal authorities/services stands
in splendid isolation and is an outstandi ng exception

The Nati onal Consumer Conmi ssion has stood by the letter of the | aw
enshrined in the Post Ofice Act of 1898. It provides virtual imunity
to the postal authorities fromliability for articles |lost or pilfered.

The conmi ssion recently decided a batch of cases referring to Speed
Post, a service that was introduced 10 years ago to conpete with
private couriers. However, the experience of those who had suffered by
t he negligence of the postal authorities has not been very heartening.
They have been sent away with pittance as conpensation, if at all it
was awar ded

In the first case, a person sent a draft of Rs 500,000 that did not
reach the addressee. The consuner forum awarded Rs 20, 000 as
conpensation to himw th 18 per cent interest.

In the second case, a person sent his papers, required for the fina

I ndian Admi nistrative Service exam nation, to the authorities by Speed
Post. It was not delivered and he coul d not appear for the exam nation
He nmoved the consuner forum and got a conpensation of Rs 10, 000.

In the third case, a person could not sit for the | aw graduate examin
t he sane circunstances. He was awarded a princely sumof Rs 30, being
t he charges he paid for the postal service.

The postal authorities invoked Section 6 of the Post Ofice Act, which
exenpts themfromany liability for |Ioss, wong delivery, delay or
damage of any postal article in course of transm ssion by post, except
to such extent as the liability nay be undertaken by the governnent in
express ternms. An officer of the post office is simlarly exenpted from
any liability unless he has caused |oss fraudulently or by a willfu

act or default.

Earlier, the National Conmm ssion had agreed with this argunment of the
postal authorities in some cases. But these judgnents were

di stingui shed fromthe previ ous Speed Post cases by the consuner foruns
to grant relief to the aggrieved parties. The point of view of the
consumer forums that fixed responsibility on the postal authorities was
that Speed Post is a new service that was not contenpl ated under the
anci ent | aw.



The National Comm ssion delivered its conmon judgnment agai nst the
conpl ainants. In the first case, it stated, “we cannot go beyond the
statutory provisions and grant conpensation nore than that what is
statutorily fixed. A consumer forumis even bound by the terns of the
contract, howsoever oppressive these may be unless those terns are
agai nst public policy, illegal or void.”

In the next case, only the refund of the service charge was returned
and no conpensation. In the other cases al so, conpensation was set
asi de.

Since the judgnent of the National Conmm ssion is binding on al

consumer forums in the country, it is a blowto the consunmers who
utilize Speed Post service trusting the prom se made by the Post O fice
that the articles would be delivered “within the specified delivery
time”, which is normally 24 hours to 72 hours within the country.

Per haps the consumers could try their luck at the Mnopolies and
Restrictive Trade Practices Conmmi ssion, which has held in the case of
Informatics Conmputer Systens in 2000 that delay in delivering an
article within the stipulated tinme is an “unfair trade practice”

Though the commi ssion did not award damages, it passed a “cease and
desist” order declaring the practice as unfair. These cases show t he
urgent need for amending the law to fix sonme accountability on the
postal authorities.

O her service providers operating under the wi ngs of the governnent,
like the railways, tel ephone authorities and even municipalities have
been nade answerable to the consuners. The negligence of the posta
authorities stands in splendid isolation

ADVOCATE HELD FOR SELLI NG FAKE STAMP PAPERS

CGopal Mandal, an advocate and Arup Kumar Das, his muhuri (clerk) were
arrested in Baranagar, Bengal on Novenmber 27, 2002 on the charge of
selling fake court stanp papers. The police seized a bunch of stanp
papers and fal se rubber stanps fromthem Both were renmanded in police
custody till Decenber 2.

Sounmen Mtra, Deputy Comm ssioner O Police, Detective Departnent, said
the arrest was nmade after receiving a conplaint fromthe District Sub-
Registrar's office at Cossipore. "lnitially, the registrar's office

| odged a conplaint with Cossipore police station when they found that
stanp papers valued at Rs 23,000 produced by a couple Sonenath and
Sashwati Bi swas were fake. The local police failed to nmake any

br eakt hr ough, so we took up the case. First, we traced the couple's

| awyer, Sandi p Saha. Sandi p had no idea that the stanp papers were
forged. W tracked down Mandal, from whom Saha had col |l ected the
papers,” added Mtra.

Acting on a tip-off, the sleuths raided Mandal's house and arrested him
"We found bl ank forged stanp papers kept in an almrah in Mandal's
house. Fal se rubber stanps, too, were found," said Mtra. After

i nterrogating Mandal, the investigators canme to know of his 42-year-old
muhuri, Arup Kumar Das. "We then picked up Das. Another bunch of fal se
stanp papers and rubber stanps were seized fromhim" said Mtra.




VI EWS & OPI NI ONS

PHI LATELY I N TRANSI TION IN I NDI A, Part 36

Lots of friends have called and enniled us soon after they received
their copies of the Jul y-Septenber 2002 issue of Signet, the official
journal of PCl. This matter is now sub-judiced and we will therefore
refrain fromconmenting on its contents.

We are yet to receive our copies of this issue of Signet (must be a
postal delay?) that other nmenbers of PCl have received over 15 days ago.
Is this the way PCl works?

Qur address change was conmuni cated over 15 nonths ago to PCl but stil
the ol d address continues to appear on inside front cover under
‘Governi ng Council of PCl 2000-2002" in all issues of Signet published
si nce.

And on the sane page the name of Vinod Dhanija as Deputy Director

Ceneral (Philately) Department of Posts is carried. Is the

Edi t or/ Publ i sher not aware that Dhamija handed over his charge to Devika
Kumar in February 2002 before proceeding on a | ong term UPU assi gnment
out si de I ndi a? Kumar has not consented to be a nmenber of the Governing
Council of PCl and Dhamja, we think, may be unaware that PCl is stil
continuing with his nane.

This is not all; Director CGeneral of Arny Postal Service is also
mentioned on this very page. Believe it or not, there is no such
designation in the Arny Postal Service in India. The nane of the
currently serving Chief of Arnmy Postal Service is also not known to PCl
The currently serving Chief is neither informed nor his/her consent
obt ai ned for becom ng a nmenber of the Governing Council of PCl

PCl it seens does not want to keep itself apprised of the changes taking
pl ace around it. To nention just one exanple Brigadier Virk who retired
as Director APS is described as Director General in the PCl’s Menorandum
of Association since 1976!

And | ast but not the least, K P Achar |eft Bangal ore about 20 nonths ago
but his Bangal ore address is still carried on this sane page.

W are aware that there were lots of difficulties/differences in the
running of the PCl. Yet the nore we delve into the past the nore we are
made aware that these stemright fromthe day one and the m sdeeds keep
getting unravel ed endlessly to, we are sure, everyone s amazenent.

READERS FORUM

<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evol ve the
newsl etter. W strive hard to bring you conprehensive coverage of the

| atest on Indian philately and inprove with every issue. Please do |et
us have your thoughts and suggestions. W also would like to | earn how
our newsletter inpacts your collecting and the value you feel it
provides to you. Do send in your comments, views, reports, articles and
other features for publication>

SHARAD MOHAN FROM NEW DELH
On Santidev Ghose |ssue
“The reverse swastika signs are also found on certain Egypti an, Roman



Byzantine graves in Asia Mnor and suggests DEATH !~

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndi an Laws Rel evant to Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsofi ndi a. coml Cont ent/ Qui de/ M sc/ | aws. ht m

Report Cyber Crime & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ M sc/ cybercrinme. ht m

ALSO IN THE NEWS
CALENDAR OF PHI LATELI C EXHI BI TIONS | N EURCPE 2003

February 21-March 1, JUVENI A 2003, National Youth, Benisa-Alicante,
Spai n

February 26-March 2, SPRI NG STAMPEX 2003, National, London, UK

February 28-March 2, BREMEN 2003, Bilateral Germany — France, Brenen,
Cer many

March 28-30, KESFILA 2003, National, Jyvaskyla, Finland
March 29-30, STUTGART-DERLOCH 2003, Portugal
April 8-13, EXFILNA 2003, National, G anada, Spain

April 24-27, OSTROPA 2003, Bilateral Czech Republic — Germany,
Ji hl ava, Czech Republic

May 1-4, NAJUBRI A '03, National Youth, Oberhausen, GCermany

May 22, 76'" Stamp Day, National, Hungary

May 23-25, MARE-BALTICUM 9 Baltic Sea Countries, Kiel, Germany
May 23-25, KIEL 03, National, Kiel, Gernmany

June 7-9, AEROSPACE 2003, Aero & Astrophilately, Sal zburg, Austria
June 13-15, ALPOK, International, Adria, Hungary

June 18-22, TICINO 03, Switzerland with France & Italy, Locarno,
Swit zerl and

August 22- Septenber 6, KATOWN CE 2003, National, Katow ce, Pol and
Sept ember 17-21, AUTUMN STAMPEX 2003, National, London, WK

Sept ember 25-28, JUGEND- PHI LA, Youth, Graz, Austria (FEPA Congress)
Cct ober 16-19, NORDI A 2003, Nordic Countries, Reykjavik, Iceland

Sept enber / Novenber, LUBRAPEX 2003, Portugal with Brazil & Spain,
Por t ugal



November 8-14, St. Petersburg 300, European International, St
Pet er sburg, Russia

ASK US

Pl ease send your queries in detail (illustrations welconme) on al
matters related to Philately and Postal History of India and Indian
States. W will attenpt to provide an answer to you online.

NEWSSCAN

<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and electronic publications, for inclusion here>

CONTRI BUTORS | NVI TED

W require regul ar correspondents everywhere in India to cover the
philatelic activities in their area. W shall reinburse the costs of
phot os, covers, publications, courier and other charges. Al
contributions shall be acknow edged.

VWEB SI TE UPDATES

STAMPSOFI NDI A

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in foll owi ng segnments —
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS,
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LINKS.

Updat ed Segments This Week: News, Articles,

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://stanpsoni ndia.netfirns.com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics
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