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If you've found this newsletter useful, recomend it to a friend.
Better still forward a copy of this issue.

JH NGANS JOTTI NGS

Hi

As prom sed | ast week, we attenpted and have succeeded in sending you
the issue on tinme. It will be our endeavor in the future also to nmail

the issue on tine.

W, as always thank you for your constant support and words of
encour agenent .

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.
- MBSJ
Qur thanks to the Contributors and sources to this issue: Ashok Kumar

Bayanwal a from Ahenedabad, The Hi ndu Busi ness Line, The Tel egraph, and
United News India (UNI).




Mention this newsletter when contacting other philatelists

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

SANTI DEV GHOSE
India Post’s next commenorative stanp i ssue on Santidev Ghose in the
denom nation of Rs. 5 is scheduled for rel ease on Decenber 1, 2002.

The stanmp along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet, at
Rs. 2 and Rs. 1.50 respectively, shall be available on sale at nearly
1000 sel ected Post Ofices including all Philatelic Bureaus and
Counters in the country.

MEGHDOOT POSTCARD |1 |

The 3'% issue of Meghdoot Postcard for the 32" National Ganes was

rel eased on Novenber 21, 2002. The games will be held from Decenber 13
to 22, 2002 at Hyderabd. The ad depicts the mascot of the ganes, Veera
the bull holding the torch. The Security Printing Press at Hyderabad
printed 100,000 cards in sheets of 8.

POSTAL STATI ONERY | SSUES | N DECEMBER
The postal stationery with follow ng advertisenments is schedul ed for
rel ease in Decenber 2002.

The information in the listing is presented in follow ng format:
Date, Printer, Language, Message, Quantity, Renarks.

POSTCARD - Panch Mahal, 50 Paise, Brown

10, SPP, CGujarati, Anti-Malaria, 1 mllion

16, SPP, Kannada, Anti AIDS, 1 million

21, SPP, English/H ndi, Handicrafts Resurgence, 1 million, Milticolor
21, SPP, Oriya, x x, 1 mllion

22, SPP, Taml, x x, 1 mllion

22, SPP, Telugu, x x, 1 mllion

21, SPP, Hi ndi, Enployees Provident Fund, 1 mllion

30, SPP, H ndi, Wmen s Enpowernent Year 2001, 3 million

30, SPP, English, Bagpiper, 4 mllion

| NLAND LETTER CARD - Panch Mahal, Rupees 2.50, Blue, Vertical Format
16, SPP, Kannada, Anti AIDS, 1 million

21, SPP, Hi ndi, Enployees Provident Fund, 1 mllion

30, ISP, English, Bharat Sanchar NigamLtd., 0.5 mllion, Milticolor
30, SPP, English, Bagpiper, 4 mllion

For a complete list of issues this year visit
htt p: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. coml Content/ | ssues/ Stati onery/a202. ht m

SPECI AL POSTMARKS 2002

In our hunt for special postmarks we gathered follow ng additions to

t he speci al postmarks provided by India Post in 2002:

January 5, Pal akkad, Philatelic D splay

January 18, Hyderabd, Lakshni narayanan d obal Misic Festiva

January 31, Tirupattur, Sacred Heart College, Colden Jubilee

February 14, Munbai, Victoria Menorial School for the Blind, 100 years
March 30, Vi mananpura, Handi ng over of Advanced Light Helicopter

April 21, Pune, Num smatic Society of Maharashtra’ s Coin Exhibition

May 4, Pune, Universal Tenple of Sri Ramakrishna, Consecration Cerenony



June 16, Mysore, Sachchi dananda Swami, 60'" birthday
June 21, Mysore, Jayal akshm WMata Annapurna Trust
August 14, Gandhi gram Gandhigram Rural Institute, Silver Jubilee

For a complete list of issues this year visit
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. conf Cont ent /| ssues/ Post mar ks/ a203. ht m

NEWLY FORVED DEALERS BODY ANNCUNCES FAI R

A new national association of stanps dealers, Indian Philatelic
Traders’ Association (I1PTA), was recently forned at Kol kata. The
International Federation of Stanp Deal ers’ Association (IFSDA) has

unani nously accepted I PTA as an affiliate at their |ast General Meeting
hel d during early Cctober 2002.

The wel | -known auctioneer P C Jaiswal is the President, Kalyan Negal is
Ceneral Secretary, and Arun Bhattachrya is the Treasurer of the |IPTA
The office of the IPTAis at 106/ 1A S N Banerjee Road, Kol kata 700 014
and their Email address is ipta@snl.net

We wi sh I PTA a long eventful life and sincerely hope that it not only
will represent the interests of the philatelic trade in India but work
towards restoring the prestige of dealers that were given a second cl ass
citizen treatnment in |ast three decades.

| PTA has announced the first Annual Stanp Fair on Decenber 21 and 22 at
Kol kata from 10 in the norning to 8 in the evening. The event will be
hel d at 2000 square feet spacious Art Gallery of Charnock City at Salt
Lake City, which is a very popul ar Super Market itself in Kol kata. A
spot auction is also planned on the 2" day. The table space at the Fair
is available at Rs. 1500 for two days.

The nmonthly Stanp Fair, being organized regularly for quite sone tine,
will also be held on Decenber 7, 2002 from2pmto 6pm at Rotary Sadan.
The tabl e space at this Fair is available at Rs. 600 and conbined rate
for tables at both the fairs is Rs. 2000.

FORTHCOM NG STATE LEVEL EXHI Bl TI ONS

India Post will organize the next state |evel exhibition:
RAJPEX - February 17 to 22, 2003 at Jai pur.

GUIPEX - February 2003 at Raj kot.

UPHI LEX — February 2003 at Lucknow.

For a list of exhibition held this year, please visit
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. coml Cont ent/ Event s/ a300. ht m

PCSTAL AUCTI ON BY | NDI AN THEMATI C SOCI ETY

I ndi an Thematic Society of Ludhiana is holding its 19'" postal aucti on.
The 123-1ot auction closes on January 15, 2003. For further details

pl ease contact indianthematicsociety@ediffmil.com

ELECTRONI C FRANKI NG MACHI NES
India Post is inviting bids fromthose who have been in the business of
El ectroni ¢ Franki ng Machi nes with an annual turnover of Rs. 50 mllion



for providing 2500-3000 at designated post offices in the country the
El ectroni ¢ Franki ng Machi nes on revenue sharing basis. The bidder wll
supply, install, and maintain the machi nes and bear all capital and
runni ng costs.

The | ast date for subm ssion of bids is Decenber 13, 2002. Mre
i nformati on may be had from Assistant Director (Technol ogy), Dak
Bhawan, Parlianent Street, New Del hi 110 001. Tel: 011-3036825

TRANSFERS & POSTI NGS OF SENI OR POSTAL OFFI CERS

Meera Dutta, Postmaster General of South Karnataka Regi on, Karnataka
Circle was pronoted and posted as Chief Postmaster General of Q@Qujarat
Crcle with effect from Novenber 20, 2002.

G Mohankunmar, Chief Postmaster General of Jammu & Kashmir Crcle was
transferred as the Chief Postmaster General of Rajasthan Circle with
effect from Novenber 20, 2002

POSTAL EMPLOYEES THREATEN STRI KE

Post al enpl oyees have decided to intensify their canpaign against the

government's nove to anend the Indian Post Ofice Act to "facilitate"

privatization of postal services and threatened to go on strike if the
anended bill is passed.

Leaders of the Postal Joint Action of Council, which represents 0.6
mllion postal workers in the country, told reporters here today that
during their two-nonth old canpaign they had coll ected signatures of 20
mllion people against the anendnment in the bill

The Council, conprising National Federation of Postal Enployees (NFPE)
and Federation of National Postal O ganisations (FNPO, would take out a
"March to Parlianment' with nore than 20,000 enpl oyees on Novenber 29
2002 to express their protest against the nove.

NFPE general secretary C C Pillai and FNPO general secretary G K
Padmanabhan said after the march, they would submit a nenorandumto
Prime Mnister Atal Bihari Vajpayee along with 20 mllion signatures to
press on their demand to drop the bill.

"W have nmade our presentation before the parlianentary standing
conmittee that is currently exam ning the Indian Post Ofice Act
Amendnent 1898 to allow courier service to work on par with the posta
departnment. But we feel that if a Bill is introduced to this effect,
then the postal departnent and its enployees will suffer,” said Pillai
"The nove was opposed by us when the governnent had tried to corporatise
the postal department. If that had been all owed, many enpl oyees woul d
have lost their jobs. The government's decision to introduce the Bil

will not help the departnment in any way," he added.

Courier industry organizations, however, say that instead of a Bill to
further anend the Indian Post Ofice Act of 1898, it should have been a
Bill to replace the Act. While recogni zing the exi stence and operation
of the courier industry, which has grown w thout government help or
regul ation, the Bill seeks to bring the courier conmpanies at par with
the postal departnment. "The grant, denial, suspension and revocation of
such registration being at the sole direction of the incunbent operator



that is the postal department nmakes the need for an independent posta
regul ator nore critical,” an industry observer said.

The issue is likely to hot up in the next few days with industry
chanbers and postal unions also preparing a list of issues that wll
determ ne their existence and their future prospects.

Earlier this year, the Cabinet had decided to inpose a |icence fee on
the Rs 29 billion courier industry. The fee is yet to be spelt out but
is said to have the potential to trigger a nmassive shake-up in the

i ndustry, which has about 2,300 players who have to survive on sliver-
thin margins. Industry forecasts a 20 per cent growh in the sector this
year, but the fee could upset all calcul ations

PRODUCTI VI TY LI NKED PROMOTI ON SCHEME FOR POSTAL STAFF

India Post will soon inplenent a performance and productivity-1inked,
fast track pronotion scheme for its clerical and supervisory staff. An
order to this effect has already been issued. Since the 1980s, posta
staff at the clerical and supervisory |evels have been getting tinme-
bound pronoti ons except in cases where the assessing authority has
concl usively established that the person in question was unfit for
pronot i on.

The initiative will go a long way in overconm ng problens and hi ndrances
that arise at the operational |evel on account of nmultiplicity of trade
unions and trade union rivalry. There are two recogni zed apex staff
trade union bodies - the National Federation of Postal Enployees Union
and the Federation of National Postal Organisations. The third apex
trade union, the Bharatiya Postal Enployees Union, is yet to get
recognition since its nmenbership conprises |less than 15 per cent of the
staff.

The sources said that while the trade union | eaders had realized the
changes that had happened in the overall econonic environment and were
seriously concerned about the future of the organization and the
conpetition that |lies ahead of it, the attitude of the clerical staff at
the operational |evel was a hindrance to the nore efficient functioning
of the nation's postal system The sources, however, admitted that part
of the blame for the nal ai se nust be borne by the India Post itself for
| apses with regard to effective and efficient human resources
managenent. As a consequence, authority at the supervisory and fl oor
manager |evels has been eroded. "Till now, supervisors and floor
managers hesitated to assert their authority and pull up staff on
account of non-performance for fear of a backlash fromtrade unions. The
staff is not bothered as they are assured of time-bound pronotions. W
hope the fast track pronotion scheme will enthuse themto becone nore
producti ve and accountable,” the sources said, adding that about 40 per
cent of the tine at the |level of divisional heads went towards
addressing and resol ving "issues and even non-issues” taken up by the
various apex unions. It will, however, take sonme nore years for the
positive inpact of the new fast-track pronotion schene to be

di scerni bl e.

| NDI A ANNUAL M NT PACK SETS
Nel son Lew s ni shanol an@ahoo. co.in wants to know the prices and
availability for India annual mnt pack sets from 1947 onwards. He




woul d I'i ke to order packs for those years that he does not have in his
col I ection.

VI EWs & OPI NI ONS

PHI LATELY I N TRANSI TION IN I NDI A, Part 34

Maf at | al Sheth of Munbai was the Secretary of the Trade Committee of the
| NPEX EM REPEX 2001 national philatelic exhibition held at Nashik from
Decenmber 22 to 26, 2001. This exhibition was hel d under the patronage of
Phil atelic Congress of India (PCl) and with the support of India Post,
whi ch al so spent nearly one mllion rupees.

He sent the followi ng email nessage to a nunmber of philatelists, both
amat eurs and professionals, on January 1, 2002:

Nashi k exhibition was a total flop show and will go in the history of
phil ately as black chapter. Everything was nmess. Neither deal ers nor
collectors were happy. | would like to know your opinion about the
exhi bi tion.

Foll owi ng are the rel evant excerpts fromsonme of the responses he
received:

A S Mttal from Jaipur

Nashi k was not the appropriate place- the hall was not known even to
auto rickshaw pullers. M. Dastur is not fit for organising such
exhi bi tions.

C R Andhare from Bi | aspur
Yes, | agree with you. The arrangenents for deal ers and exhibitor were
not up to mark.

S D Bhatia from New Del hi

| agree with your views as Nasik exhibition was total flop |I hope in
future no such exhibition are organized any way when you becone the
presi dent of society you would definitely ook all matters before
conducti ng such exhibitions.

A S Banga from New Del hi

Thanks for your letter and coments about Nasi k exhibition. You are

ri ght about the exhibition but we are part and parcel of the sanme, as
due to our narrow i nterest we cannot raise our voice for better
treatment. WHAT A JOKE | T WAS? EVEN AFTER SECOND DAY EXH BI T WAS NOT
DI SPLAYED AND NO BODY KNOAS WHOM TO ASK FOR DEALERS FACI LI TIES. WE ARE
THANKFUL TO YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATI ON AND AFFECTI ON THAT YOU HAVE
EXTENDED OVER THERE.

Prashant Pandya from Vadodar a
Layout and franme arrangenment was quite poor.

Sudhir Jain from Sat na

Regardi ng Nasi k, when they are not capable then why they take
responsibility? PCl should do sonmething for future. I will talk to Shri
Dilip Shah. Do you remenber, my exhibits of ROTARY | NTERNATI ONAL and
JAI Nl SM wer e exhi bited or not?

Shet h forwarded these nessages along with a nmessage from P C Jai swal
from Kol kata (the nmessage was corrupted on the conputer hence is not



reproduced) to PCl through its Joint Treasurer, Suketu Jhaveri with his
cover note.

He received a bel ated response from PCl Secretary, B K Sinha dated Apri
10, 2002, being reproduced belowin full:

“Your comrents that the Nashi k exhibition was a flop show is entirely
your opinion — dependi ng on which aspect you view it. The encl osed
copies of emails (7) also represents the opinion of five dealers and
two exhibitors. Mist | presunme that your comments represents the
col l ective opinion of philatelic deal ers?

At the outset, we nust appreciate the effort in terns of time and noney
whi ch has gone in to organize an exhibition of this magnitude. You nust
al so appreciate the fact that w thout exhibitions the philatelic dealer
fraternity would be in doldrums. Gven the constraints of raising funds
and organi zing frames for an exhibition, there would be shortcom ng at
every exhibition, which we have to take it with a pinch of salt. Let
us try to appreciate the better side of the show, rather than harping
on defici enci es.

Every exhibition is organized with a budget which rarely neets its
expenses. Exhibitions are not held with a notive of profit. Dealers
however MAY make a profit from attendi ng and participating at the
exhibition — I see no reason why they should conplain. If facilities
are lacking, it is because it is expensive to those facilities
denanded.

During the previous nationals - MII|epex 2000, the show was held
despite the precedi ng super cycl one, damage to the original venue,
backi ng out of all major sponsors and its attending problenms - the show
was held on schedul e just because we had the conmtnment. The eight

deal ers stall we had, never earned organi zers any noney. All but two
deal ers returned the chains and | ocks we had provided them | shall not
nane them — but these are the peopl e whose endorsenents you have

provi ded.

Let us try to see and appreciate the brighter things of any event, it
woul d I ead to much nore neani ngful attitude and harnmony, which in turn
woul d hel p the common cause of pronoting philately. What can the PCl do
if there is no harnony anongst its own nenbers.”

Sheth responded with a letter to Sinha on May 17, 2002 and excerpts
fromthe sane are given bel ow

“Your coment that “Let us try to appreciate the better side of the
show', yes | agree and willing to appreciate better side but there is
no better side at all, every side is bad and dull so where is the scope
for appreciation? Leaving aside few people Iike you no one either

deal ers or collectors are happy with the show. This showw |l go in the
history of philately as bl ack day.

Yes you can presune that my comments about the show represent
col l ective opinion of philatelic dealers. Also note that 7 emails
copi es encl osed are fromhighly reputed people in philatelic field and
their words carry nore wei ght than yours.



Re. your comments that dealers will be in doldrunms without exhibition

| may renove your ignorance on this point, none of the dealer is
dependent on your exhibitions, they sell material even when there are
no exhibitions, ... Al dealers are well to do and they do not need any
body’ s nercy.

And deal ers are paying you stall noney so you nmust know they have every
right to conpl ain whenever called for....

| had attended several International Exhibitions and seen their
wonder ful arrangenments so | amable to comment up on the
deficiencies.... a Intelligent person instead of giving excuses wll
try to i nprove upon his deficiencies.

You must know that there was a handful of surplus ambunt at this show
so your argument about shortage of funds hold no good, the show was a
failure only because it was managed by in capable persons like Visp
Dastur, he is fully responsible for the failure, if he has no capacity
to handl e such national |evel exhibition he should keep a way from such
adventure, it was rightly commented by one dealer “Dastur is unfit to
organi ze exhibition of such |evel”

Col l ectively exhibitors and deal ers are beginning to not only noti ce,
but voice their opinions when they encounter a bad exhibition due to
judgi ng or organi zational difficulty, which is a sign of maturity.

<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evolve the
newsl etter. W strive hard to bring you conprehensive coverage of the

| atest on Indian philately and inprove with every issue. Please do |et
us have your thoughts and suggestions. W also would like to | earn how
our newsletter inpacts your collecting and the value you feel it
provides to you. Do send in your comments, views, reports, articles and
other features for publication>

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndi an Laws Rel evant to Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. coml Cont ent/ Gui de/ M sc/ | aws. ht m

Report Cyber Crime & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ M sc/ cybercrinme. ht m

ALSO IN THE NEWS

ELECTRONI C POSTMARKS

Big screens, small gadgets and fast wi rel ess connections are getting
much attention at the Condex technol ogy trade show this week, but a
mundane product quietly unveiled at Mcrosoft's booth m ght have nore of
an inpact on the average conmputer user.

On display was an electronic stanp the U S Postal Service plans to sel
to certify authenticity and delivery tinme of e-mail

The technol ogy, called "electronic postmarks,” will not necessarily end
the era of free e-mail. But it does create a "first-class" version with
a small delivery charge



The postmarks are likely to be used to transmt sensitive docunents, for
i nstance, to authenticate the sender and reassure the recipient.

The plan is to have e-mail -postage software available in the next 30 to
45 days. At first, it would be an add-on to Mcrosoft's popul ar Qutl ook
e- mai | - managenent software.

Later, it would be bundled into the new version of Mcrosoft's Ofice
suite due next summer. Wien | oaded, it woul d appear as several buttons
on the Qutl ook control panel

Users woul d pay the Postal Service froma penny to $2, depending on the
vol umre of use, to add an official stanp of authenticity, said M chael
Wl f, who devel oped the product for Authenti Date of New York

After two years of working with the Postal Service, AuthentiDate was
awarded a contract in July to run the service and use its network to
i ssue, verify and store the certificates of authenticity.

ASK US

Pl ease send your queries in detail (illustrations welconme) on al
matters related to Philately and Postal History of India and Indian
States. W will attenpt to provide an answer to you online.

NEWSSCAN

<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>

CONTRI BUTORS | NVI TED

W require regul ar correspondents everywhere in India to cover the
philatelic activities in their area. W shall reinburse the costs of
phot os, covers, publications, courier and other charges. Al
contributions shall be acknow edged.

VWEB SI TE UPDATES

STAMPSOFI NDI A

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in followi ng segnents —
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LINKS.

Updat ed Segments This Week: News, Articles,

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://stanpsoni ndia.netfirns.com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics
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