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JH NGANS JOTTI NGS

Hi,

Pl ease don’t think that we are wanting to make it a habit to send out
the issues late, but the work on our systens have del ayed a coupl e of
i ssues and we hope to be back on track by next week.

We take this opportunity to thank you for bearing with us.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.

- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and sources to this issue: Press Trust

of India from New Del hi, Manthan Mehta of Md Day from Miunbai, Di pok
Dey from Kol kata, Raj esh Paharia from Jai pur.

Mention this newsletter when contacting other philatelists



NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEW STAMPS RELEASED

CH LDREN S DAY

At al Behari Vajpayee, the Prine Mnister of India, rel eased a

commenor ative stanp on Children’s Day on Novenber 14, 2002 at a speci al
function held at New Del hi

I ndia Post issues a special stanp every year on Novenber 14, observed
as national Children’s Day, underlining the country's responsibility

and commtment to nmeeting the needs and fulfilling the rights of
children. This year, the stanp was based on a painting by Akash Anand,
whi ch captures the spirit of Holi, the festival of colors. Anand is a

student of Good Shepherd School, Udhagamandal am and won the first prize
of Rs 5,000 at the national-level in ‘Design a Stanp’ contest 2001
conducted by the India Post. Through the inmage of dance, nusic and
festivities the artist has created a nodel of vibrant joy.

The stanmp is in the denom nation of Rs. 5, the inland letter rate.
Akash Anand’s first award winning entry is the design of the stanmp and
Debahuti Hazarika' s entry, that also won an award, is the design of the
First Day Cover, priced at Rs. 2. Alka Sharma designed the pictorial
first day postmark. Informati on Sheet containing wite-up and technica
data and priced at Rs. 1.50 were issued on the occasion. India Security
Press of Nashik printed the stanps by photogravure in nulticol or on

| mported un-wat er mar ked adhesi ve gravure coated stanp paper in the
quantity of 1.5 mllion in sheetlets of 12 stanps, that is 125, 000
sheetlets. Al sheetlets are individually nunbered.

HANDI CRAFTS

A P J Abdul Kalam the President of India, released a set of four
speci al stanps and a mniature sheet on Handicrafts of India on
November 15, 2002 at a special function held at New Del hi

The stanps are in the denomnation of Rs. 5, the inland letter rate.
The M niature Sheet is priced is Rs. 20. Kanl eshwar Singh designed the
stanp and the First Day Cover, priced at Rs. 2. Al ka Sharma designed
the pictorial first day postmark. Information Sheet containing wite-up
and technical data and priced at Rs. 2 were issued on the occasion
Calcutta Security Printers Limted of Kanpur printed the stanps by
photo O fset in four colors on matt chrono paper in the quantity of 3
mllion. The issued sheets contain 48 stanps that are 12 sets of

stanps. The Mniature Sheet is printed in the quantity of 100,000 only.

| NDI A PCST 2010

“Policy Inperatives and Business Strategies for Optinmally Harnessing
Postal Qutreach Infrastructure and Capabilities” conference was jointly
sponsored by India Post, the Wrld Bank, and Invest |India Economc
Foundati on and was hel d on Novenber 12 and 13, 2002 at Le Meridien
Hotel , New Del hi

The objective of the conference was to provide a platformto policy
makers fromcentral and state governnent and departnments as well as
practitioners and i ndependent experts to discuss the potential uses of
the I ndian Postal network. This would be a first step in the



i npl enentati on of the postal refornms that will contribute to w despread
access to financial and information services in India.

The I ndi an postal network represents India s |argest and nost w despread
public infrastructure with 154,000 offices (75%in rural areas) and over
1 mllion enployees. India Post handles over 16 billion mail articles
and 110 mllion noney orders every year and maintains 114 mllion saving
bank accounts.

Wth this vast experience it is possible to conceive of many new rol es
that can be perfornmed by the credible infrastructure of the post offices
in the new econom c scenario. Over 1000 post offices are currently
connected electronically and have the ability to nove funds in real tinme
across all 550 districts and the capacity is set to grow, this
capability can be used for funds transfers on the securities narket.

The e-governance functions can be utilized as a front-end interface
bet ween the custonmers and the state to access information on |and
records, insurance and paynent of various kinds of bills etc.

India Post can also play a key role in rural penetration and expansion
of financial markets while providing easy access to nodern savings
instruments and micro-credit to the population in sem -urban and rura
I ndi a.

I nformati on di ssem nati on woul d be another key role for the post offices
where diverse informati on can be shared | the rural and sem -urban
areas. This could be pertaining to agricultural conmmodities, health and
hygi ene.

The trusted environnent of the post offices can extend services |ike
aut hentication in financial transactions that nmay not be trusted to the
private sector specially through e-commerce. Through these applications
I ndia Post can make a huge contribution to the econom c devel opnent of
the country.

Once the role for India Post is defined by all concerned the services
can be re-engineered to performthe new functions w thout having to
invest in fresh infrastructure. The better utilization of the posta
networ k woul d benefit the econony and a nmuch w der popul ation in the
decades to cone.

450TH ANNI VERSARY OF SAI NT FRANCI S XAVI ER

India Post will provide a special postmark on 450t h Anniversary of Saint
Francis Xavier's on Decenber 3, 2003 at Jaipur. Saint Xavier's Schoo
will issue a Special Cover on the occasion. Philatelic Society of

Raj asthan is coordinating with India Post on behalf of the School

For availability and price, please contact, Rajesh Paharia, Genera
Secretary, Philatelic Society of Rajasthan, 46 CGeejgarh House, Hawa
Sar ak, Jai pur 302019, Tel ephone: +91 141 46 6969, Enai
pahari ar aj esh@rsn. com

JADAVPUR UNI VERSI TY

Department of Adult, Continuing Education and Extension at Jadavpur
Uni versity, Kolkata in collaboration with India Post has introduced a
Certificate Course in Philately.



Director Kol kata GPO on behal f of India Post and the Registrar on
behal f of the University signed the agreenent on 11th Novenber 2002 in
t he presence of Menber (Operations) of Postal Service Board, Principa
Chi ef Post Master General of West Bengal Circle, Vice Chancellor and
ot her higher officials of Jadavpur University, Post Masters General of
Kol kat a and Sout h Bengal Regi on, Post Master General of Ml Motor
Service, of the University and D pok Dey who has been working towards
this since last four / five years.

The course will conmmence from Decenber 20, 2002 and conti nue for next
12 weeks. The classes will be held in the evening fromb5.20 to 7.30 on
weekdays. The application forns are available with the information
section of the University for Rs. 10 and shall be accepted till

Decenmber 3, 2002. The minimumeligibility is H gh School or equival ent
and the sel ected candi dates shall be required to pay Rs. 2700 as course
f ees.

PCl CASE UPDATE

The Defendants, Philatelic Congress of India, noved an application on
Novenmber 14, 2002 for early hearing/ preponenment of the date in the Court
of Ajay Goel, Gvil Judge, Delhi. This application was heard on Novemnber
18, 2002 and the next date of hearing is now fixed for Novenber 29,
2002.

EXH BI TI ON AT GANGTOK

I ndi a Post organized a philatelic exhibition at Gangtok, Sikkimfrom
Cctober 29 to 31, 2002. There were 29 participants and nore than 20
aspirants could not be accomvbdated due to shortage of display franes.
Al the | ocal newspapers published from Gangtok and Siliguri as well as
the TV and Radi o stations covered the exhibition.

SPECI AL PACKS FOR | | TF

I ndi a Post has produced two new packs for sale at India Internationa
Trade Fair, National Philatelic Museum and other selected outlets. The
packs, priced at Rs. 75 each, contain a set of 4 stanps of Baudha

Mahot asva or Tenple Architecture issues of 2001. These packs are issued
inlimted nunbers and are unprecedented in quality.

PHI LATELY WORKSHOPS AT AJMER

Ofice of Post Master Ceneral - South Eastern Region of Rajasthan Circle
at Aimer, Philatelic Society of Rajasthan and Ajainmeru Philatelic
Society jointly conducted the two-day Philately Wrkshops on Novenber 12
and 13, 2002. Two wor kshops in H ndi Medi um School s special ly Gover nnment
School s and two workshops in Prem er English Medi um School were planned.

Raj esh Paharia, General Secretary, Yogesh Bhatnagar, Executive Menber,
of the Philatelic Society of Rajasthan along with Anbesh Upmanyu Seni or
Superi ntendent of Post Ofices, Jaipur Cty D vision conducted the

wor kshops. Staff menbers of India Post handling Philately at A ner,
Bhi | wara, Kota and Udai pur etc were also called to attend a speci al
presentation on Philately.

First workshop was conducted on Novenber 12 at 10 AMat St. Pauls Schoo
and was attended by nearly 60-70 students interested in Philately.

Paharia explained to the students the inportance of the Hobby of Stanp
collecting and how to start this hobby. Bhatnagar explained the history



and origin of Stanps with the help of Slides on overhead projector
Upnmanyu expl ai ned about facilities provided by India Post to pronote
this hobby among students. Later, group of philatelists and posta
officials met the principal and expl ai ned about the scope of Philatelic
activities in their school

Second Workshop was conducted at Ajner's nost reputed School, Mayur
chool ( Non-Boardi ng School of Mayo Col | ege)which was very well attended
by nearly 200 students in their auditoriumhall. This workshop was wel |
under st ood whi ch was evident by special quiz programe that included
guestions from sane presentation shown to students and students replied
very confidently. S Sahoo, General Secretary, A aineru Philatelic
Society handled this quiz and distributed packets of Stanps to students
giving right answer. In the end, Vice- Principal of School gave thanks
to the Philatelists and Departnment of Posts for conducting excell ent
educati ve and entertaini ng workshop and i nmedi ately appoi nted a speci al
staff nenber who shall take care of forming the School Philately O ub
and pronote Philately in the School

Third workshop on same day was conducted in the evening at A ner Head
Post O fice for DOP staff handling Philately. They were addressed by

Raj esh Paharia who enphasi zed on expectations of Philatelists from DOP
staff who in turn need to understand the need of Philately for revenue
generation. In the begi nning, Anrbesh Upmanyu took introduction of al
menbers attendi ng presentati on and showed them a CD presentation on
Philately “Wiat & Why?” Yogesh Bhat nagar shared with themthe details of
Philatelic material handl ed by them

On 13th Nov. 2002, first workshop was conducted at Raneshwaram

Vi dyapeet h and was attended by nearly 300 students as well as many staff
menbers. Students were amazed to see colorful slides of beautiful stanps
and took full interest in the presentation. The Second wor kshop was
conducted at Oswal Senior H. Sec. School where School Authorities
converted their assenbly hall for presentation and whol e school from
class 9th to 12'" conprising 350 students saw the presentation on
Philately. Ajaineru Philatelic Society also gave nenentos to the three

i nvitees from Jai pur for conducting these workshops. Later, Hi gh Tea was
arranged at the Principal’s office and everybody di scussed the prospect
of Philately in Govt. Schools since Philately is considered as costly
Hobby. Paharia told everybody about new international trends |ike
Mophi I a, Frugal and One Franme Exhibits in Philately, which provide scope
for everybody. He gave exanple of one of his collection on 5ps
Stationery Surcharge, which got himLarge Silver Medal although the
material was |ess than 200 Rs at that tine.

In evening, a special neeting was called at Philatelic Bureau, A ner by
Ajainmeru Philatelic Society where General Secretary, PSR was invited to
address problens in exhibiting by nmenbers and future plans of PSR for
Philately Pronotion in A nmer. Paharia suggested nenbers to arrange for
simlar kind of Projector and slides so that they can independently
handl e such ki nd of workshops and further the pronotion of Philately. He
al so suggested arranging for participation of Students of Schools of
Ajmer in forthcom ng Raj pex2003 and School pex2003. In the end, Paharia
prai sed the efforts done by Ajainmeru Philatelic Society for Pronotion of
Philately in Schools and assured of every help by Philatelic Society of
Raj ast han.




PHI LATELI C SCCI ETY OF RAJASTHAN

Mont hly Meeting of Philatelic Society of Rajasthan (PSR) for Novenber
2002 was conducted as a Famly Get-together for the Diwali festival at
G eenwood Resorts, Sanganer near Jai pur on Novenber 10, 2002 from4

o’ cl ock onwards. Sarvesh Patni hosted this get-together and nearly 100
menbers includi ng spouses and children attended it.

RANES C CHAKRAVARTY

Vel | - known topical philatelist, Dr. R C Chakravorty will be in Del hi,
Kol kat a and probably Munbai in Decenber 2002 and January - February
2003. He will naturally be glad to neet philatelists in these cities.
H's major interest is in topical philately, especially nmedical and

hi story of medici ne and science. He includes postal stationery in the
above. He also has a |l arge nunber of duplicates of used stanps of
Germany (recent), Geat Britain, France etc., and a nunber of nedically
rel ated cancels of the USA that he would |like to exchange with simlar
Indian material on a Scott catalog basis. He is a life nenber of the
APS, ATA and UPSS.

I ndian Stanp Col | ectors Association plans to organize a get together
during his visit to Del hi

GREETI NGS MAI L VOLUVE REDUCED BY HALF

The Internet and the increasing nunber of courier services avail able

t oday have reduced the anobunt of holiday mail that usually arrives at
nost | ocal post offices. In Ghatkopar, officials claimthe nunbers are
down by al nost 50 percent this Diwali.

Rekha Thakrul, an official attached to Ghatkopar post office, says,
“This year, we’'ve received 10,000 mails per day during Diwali. The | oad
has definitely come down over the past few years.” Thakrul feels that
several factors have contributed to this decline. “Apart fromthe
penetration of the Internet and cell phone technol ogy, the increase in
Book Post charges has al so i npacted business.”

(The SM5 traffic this Diwali season jamed the networks of all the
nmobi | e phone service providers across the country)

Post offices classify Diwali mail as ‘sensitive mail’ and nmake specia
arrangenents to collect and deliver the cards. “This kind of
arrangenent is done for all festive seasons, including the New Year,”
says Thakrul . After arriving at Ghat kopar post office, it takes |ess
than two days for these ‘sensitive mails’ to reach the person’s

resi dence, she says, adding that Diwali mail normally starts comng in
a fortnight before the festive day. “This year, only conpani es have
sent their greetings through the postal department,” she cl ains.

However, postnen feel that though there has been a reduction in the

amount of mail, their |legwork remains the same. “To us, it does not
matter whether the mail has reduced or increased in nunber,” says
postman V S Bapat. “We still have to cover the sane area per day, even

if it means delivering only five to 10 letters to a particular |ane.”

A residential area |ike Rajawadi only received 2,000 mails per day this
Diwali. “Totally, there are 17 beats in this post office. Two postnen
are deputed per beat. In Ghatkopar (W, there are 56 postman catering
to 28 beats,” says D G Anbekar, postal assistant.



This year, postmen are al so unhappy with the baksheesh (tips) anount
they’ ve coll ected. “People do not want to pay any baksheesh,” says
anot her enpl oyee. “They no | onger depend on the post office as much as
they used to. W were barely able to collect Rs 1,400 from a beat,

whi ch had to be divided between the two of us.”

FOUR ARRESTED FOR PRI NTI NG FAKE STAMPS

The City police of Varanasi on Novenber 15, 2002 clained to have
unearthed a printing factory maki ng fake stanp papers and recovered
counterfeit stanp papers valued at Rs 1 mllion and arrested four
persons in this connection in the D esel Loconotive Wrkshop col ony
here.

Seni or Superintendent of Police Daljit Singh Chaudhary told PTI that
besi des the fake stanp papers, sone sem -printed stanp papers, negatives
and government stanps were al so recovered fromtheir possession

The police al so recovered negatives of fake mark sheets of CPMI

i nternedi ate, Hi gh school, Post G aduate and Degree |evel courses,
nostly of Bi har-based universities and schools, he said. A case has been
regi stered agai nst the arrested, he said.

VI EWS & OPI NI ONS
PHI LATELY I N TRANSITION I N | NDI A, Part 33

Di pok Dey of Kol kata, one of the Jury at the exhibition recently held at
Gangt ok, Si kkimsays that the nunmber of participants or quality of
exhibits are not inportant here, what charmed ne nuch is the

i nqui sitiveness of the participants and the visitors. The visitors who
visited on first day cane again on the next day with new friends or
relatives to make them acquainted with the world of Philately. | have
never before seen such enthusiastic visitors in any exhibition. | also
realized that India Post should al so arrange to make the philatelic
accessories available to collectors through its post offices.

I think that the 50 million plus Rupees India Post will spend on hol di ng
an international exhibition in 2004 shall yield nuch better return if
the sane is enployed in organi zing small exhibitions, workshops &

sem nars and to strengthen philatelic organizations in all districts. |
fail to understand the |logic of organizing an international wthout
doi ng any basic work to pronote philately. Wat is the fun of hol ding
such a purposel ess show?

W have al so in several of our issues highlighted the inportance of
pronmoting philately at the grass root |evel.

<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evolve the
newsl etter. W strive hard to bring you conprehensive coverage of the

| atest on Indian philately and inprove with every issue. Please do |et
us have your thoughts and suggestions. W also would like to | earn how
our newsletter inpacts your collecting and the value you feel it
provides to you. Do send in your comments, views, reports, articles and
other features for publication>

FEATURES & RESOURCES



I ndi an Laws Rel evant to Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. coml Cont ent/ Gui de/ M sc/ | aws. ht m

Report Cyber Crime & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ M sc/ cybercrinme. ht m

ALSO IN THE NEWS

STAMPSW NDLERS
Al exander |vanov from Russia has set up a web page to list swindlers in
the philatelic world at http://ww.stanpsw ndl ers. narod. ru

This page contains a list of bad stanp dealers and traders. If you know
t he nane of any unfair stanp deal er or trader who cheated you in sone
way and caused you a financial and other damages and you want to warn
the philatelic conmmunity about possible danger of trading with himor
her - please submt the information by clicking "Add new record" button
It is the responsibility of the conplainant for providing reliable info
about the swi ndler.

We note that Mafatlal Sheth fromlIndia has reported Nel son W Col | aner
of USA.

The latest entry is from Chuch Snead from USA who reports that he sent
$292 catal og val ue of British Commonweal th stanmps to Rohan Khurana in

I ndi a r ohankhurana@edi ffrmail.com and Khurana agreed to send even trade.
Khurana cl ai mned to have sent even trade plus another one to Snead and
asked himto send anot her $700 plus, claimng that he sent 2 shipnents.
Smead woul d not send the second sel ection until he received the first.
VWhen Khurana was informed of that he got real abusive. Needless to say
Snead never received the stanps back or any stanps from him

ASK US

Pl ease send your queries in detail (illustrations welconme) on al
matters related to Philately and Postal History of India and Indian
States. W will attenpt to provide an answer to you online.

NEWSSCAN

<W invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and electronic publications, for inclusion here>

CONTRI BUTORS | NVI TED

W require regul ar correspondents everywhere in India to cover the
philatelic activities in their area. W shall reinburse the costs of
phot os, covers, publications, courier and other charges. Al
contributions shall be acknow edged.

VEB SI TE UPDATES

STAMPSOFI NDI A

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in foll owi ng segnents —
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LINKS.



Updat ed Segments This Week: News, Articles,

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://stanpsoni ndi a.netfirns.com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics
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