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Hi

Once again our apologies for the delay in sending this newsletter, we
are in the process of upgrading our systens and it has taken us | onger
t han expected hence the del ay.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.

- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and sources to this issue: Vijay Seth

from New Del hi, The I ndependent from UK, The H ndu Busi ness Line from
Chennai, and Paki stan News Service.

Mention this newsletter when contacting other philatelists

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS



NAGPUR TERCENTENARY

Pramod Mahaj an, the M nister of Conmunications & Information Technol ogy
and Parliamentary Affairs, released a comenorative stanp on Nagpur
Tercentenary on Novenber 11, 2002 at a special function held at Nagpur

The stanmp is in the denom nation of Rs. 5, the inland letter rate.

Kam eshwar Singh designed the stanp and the First Day Cover, priced at
Rs. 2. Al ka Sharma designed the pictorial first day postmark

I nformati on Sheet containing wite-up and technical data and priced at
Rs. 1.50 were issued on the occasion. India Security Press of Nashik
printed the stanps by photogravure in multicolor on Inported un-

wat er mar ked adhesi ve gravure coated stanp paper in the quantity of 1.2
mllion in sheetlets of 12 stanps, that is 100,000 sheetlets.

MEGHDOOT POSTCARDS

The 2" Meghdoot Postcard bearing the ad of TVS Max Mobi ke was nmade
avai l able at the Philatelic Bureau on Novenber 8, 2002. It was
schedul ed for rel ease on COctober 15, 2002. Security Printing Press at
Hyder abad printed 200,000 cards in sheets of 8.

The 3'% i ssue of Meghdoot Postcard for the National Ganes at Hyderabad
is expected to be available any day now. Security Printing Press at
Hyder abad printed 100,000 cards in sheets of 8.

Meghdoot Postcard introduced earlier this year is issued at half the
price of regular postcard and uses the left half space on the address
side for nulticolor advertisenent.

SPECI AL POSTMARKS
I ndi a Post provided:

A speci al postmark on Novenber 7, 2002 at Chennai to mark the
I nternati onal Conference on Search & Rescue, and

A special pictorial postmark and special cover on Novenmber 13, 2002 at
Kol l'ur, Udupi district, to mark the inauguration of the new post office
bui | di ng.

EXH BI TI ON AT MANGALORE
India Post will organize a district level philatelic exhibition at
Mangal ore, in January 2003.

DECCAN PHI LATELI ST

DECCAN PHI LATELI ST, Vol. 1 # 5, PUNEPEX 2002 Speci al Nunber
Editors: Lieutenant Colonel J Dutta (Chief), P J Lews

| ewi speter@snl.net, & Dr. Anjali Dutta

Publ i sher: Deccan Philatelic Society, Pune

Address: A-12, Sacred Heart Town, 75/2 Wanowie, Pune 411040
Annual Subscription including menbership: Not |ndicated

EDWARD PROUD

Edward B Proud of Proud Bailey Co. Ltd., UK was in town on a short visit
on Novenber 11, 2002. Yours truly met himand exchanged notes on the
postal history of India and Ceylon. The latter is subject matter of his
forthcom ng book. Proud has aut hored over 50 books on postal history.




NEW TELEPHONE NUMBERS

The tel ephone nunbers all over India are changing to accommodate private
sector tel ephone service providers. In nost cases an additional digit

‘2" is prefixed to the nunbers. This applies to subscribers of
government owned MINL in Del hi and Munbai and of BSNL in rest of India.

However at sone pl aces where the nunber begins with ‘22", *252° will
repl ace it. The nunbers for Touchtel subscribers are in nost cases
prefixed by ‘5 . In sonme cases Mbile nunbers including those that offer

l[imted tel ephony are al so being changed. The area codes remain
unchanged.

The process is under way since begi nning of Novenber 2002 and our
nunbers are expected to be changed by Decenber 5, 2002 and shall be
notified here.

BHARTI CELLULAR AND | NDI A POCST SI GN MoU

Bharti Cellular Ltd and the India Post have entered into a tie-up to
mar ket AirTel Magic prepaid cards and recharge coupons through post
offices in the central region of the Kerala Postal G rcle.

An Menor andum of Understandi ng (MoU) was signed recently in this regard
by both the parties and with this facility, a customer could buy SIM
cards and recharge coupons in all denom nations from post office
counters in Ernakul am Thrissur, Al appuzha and Kottayam districts.

Presently, 58 post offices in the central regi on have been identified in
the first phase to sell these cards which would be [ ater extended to
nore post offices dependi ng upon the needs of the customers, P C
Baburaj, Post Master General, Central Region, said at a press

conf erence.

The tie-up is for a period of five years and the postal departnment woul d
set up hoardings in various places to market these prepaid cards. "This
is a business venture for the Departnent of Posts and we are
concentrating to get nore revenue through the sale of such cards,'' he
sai d. Answering questions, Baburaj said that no other nobile phone

pl ayers in the State had so far approached the postal departnment for a
simlar tie-up.

Speaki ng on the occasion, T Elango, Chief Cperating Oficer, AirTel
said that this is for the first time in the country that a cellular
operator had made a tie-up with the Postal Departnent. The conpany is
al so planning to extend this facility to the other two regions like
Thi ruvanant hapur am and Kozhi kode soon. "Wth this tie-up, AirTe
reiterates its commtment in bringing nobile services closer to
people,'" M Elango said. Regarding future plans, he said that the
conpany was all set for a substantial increase in the nunber of base
stations (nearly 50) throughout the State within a couple of weeks tine.
It has budgeted an additional Rs 50 crore investnment for the new
installations. AirTel has energed as the fastest grow ng and nost
preferred brand after its entry into the state in July this year, he
clained. Presently, the conpany has a subscriber base of 60,000 in the
State, he added.

CALL FOR USE OF I T I N MODERN POSTAL SERVI CES
Paki st an President Gen. Pervez Miusharraf enphasized the need for
provi si on of nobst nodern postal services by using information technol ogy



for the convenience of the common man. He said this on Novenmber 11, 2002
during his visit to the Post Mall, the first of its kind in the country
providing all nodern day postal services, including noney transfer

busi ness center, banking, e-comerce, insurance and parcels in F-7

Mar kaz | sl anabad.

He said he was highly inpressed by the nodernization carried out and the
general anbience of the post nmall. He said he wanted to see such post
mall's com ng up all over the country.

Conmmuni cati on Mnister Lt. Gen. (Retd) Javed Ashraf Kazi, and Paki stan
Post Director CGeneral M. Gen. (Retd) Masood-ul -Hassan briefed the
president in detail about the achi evenments of Pakistan Post and the
facilities provided at the Post Mall.

Musharraf was informed that the overseas Paki stanis and anybody el se can
transfer his nmoney fromany part of the world to Pakistan through
Western Union in 10 minutes. The post office will receive the
information fromthe Western Union on line and the noney will be paid to
t he payee. The Postal Departnment has al so reached an agreenent with the
DHL to deliver parcels to other parts of the world from Paki stan

Simlarly, the Post Mall will have the facilities of business centers
like in five star hotels in addition to special counters for wonmen and
senior citizens. Al the work at the Post Mall will be through computer
The conmuni cations mnister said sinmlar Post Malls will be opened by
March next year in Lahore and Peshawar.

The Paki stan Post director general said the Postal Departnment has 4.2
mllion saving accounts with deposits of over seventy billion rupees. He
said the Postal Departnent is also conputerizing the list of pensioners
so that they are paid the pension inmediately.

WANTED CENSOR & WAR RELATED COVERS

I ndi an censor collector wants to buy internal and special censor covers
of WWI & also any cover of WWN of Indian origin or to India. No
chettiar covers please. Please contact: viswakumar.s@e. abb.comor wite
to S. Viswa Kumar, C/ O ABB Energy Automation SpA, P O Box 45710, Abu
Dhabi, UAE

VI EWS & OPI NI ONS

PHI LATELY I N TRANSI TION IN I NDI A, Part 32

Jeevan Jyoti is a well-known philatelic journalist and has been
contributing to philatelic press in India for nearly two decades. W
wel cone her first contribution to this newsletter

VWHAT | S WRONG W TH JUDG NG THEMATI C EXHI BI TS?

Thematic Philately has energed as the nobst popul ar section of philately
anong the youth. Over the last five years the nunber of thematic

exhi bits have considerably increased in exhibitions. But the
participants are very much di sappointed with the results. Nunber of
conpl aints are increasing regarding the inproper judging of the
thematic exhibits in philatelic journals and Internet Philatelic

magazi nes. Do the nenbers of the jury judge the thematic exhibits
properly? Wy the thematic philatelists seemto be unsatisfied in the
exhi bi tions?



The cases of unsatisfactory results seemto be increasing in state and
nati onal |evel exhibitions. The reason behind the unsatisfactory
results is that nmost jury nenbers are experts of traditional philately.
Here | want to nention that in State |evel exhibitions the nunber of
thematic exhibits is quite |arge, but the judges are usually
traditional philatelists. No doubt the nunber of top thematic experts
inlndiais very low They can be counted on fingers as conpared to
experts in other fields of philately. But at the sane tine in the |ast
few years thematic philately is taking the place of traditiona

phil ately.

A new section of young thematic philatelists have devel oped but it is
quite disheartening that this section of philatelists are the biggest
sufferers of msjudging. They are disappointed and unsatisfied with the
results in the exhibition. The Thematics deal with a particul ar subject
and the devel opnent of story is explained through different philatelic
items. But it is usually seen that the judges do not go through the
subject and its plan. They only have a general |ook at the exhibit and
they search to see if any rare, scarce or high cost itens are shown.
Their approach is entirely different.

Here | want to nention ORPEX 2002 where | al so displayed ny collection
on Tourism The exhibit deals with the subject of tourism its

meani ng, nature, historical developrment, its various elenents and its
significance. It is not a collection showi ng various tourist spots and
culture of the world. There was one nore collection on Tourismentitled
"dinpses of Indian Tourisn which was about Indian tourism explaining
Indian Culture, nonunents, wildlife etc. These two collections though
dealing with the same topic - tourismwere totally different in
expl ai ning the subject. Just like the two different books about birds,
one explaining the nature, habitat and anatomy of birds and ot her
explaining the different kinds of Indian birds. | discussed ny
collection with the judges and wanted to know their suggestions in
order to inmprove ny exhibit. But they could not give nme a satisfactory
expl anation. They conpared ny collection as on world tourismand the
other on Indian tourismand opined that it is difficult to prepare five
frames on Indian Tourismthan on Wrld Tourism So the collection on

I ndi an Tourismgets better score. | tried to explain that the subject
is different and it is not on tourist destinations and world culture
but tourismas subject.

Fromthe discussion with jury nmenbers, | only drew the concl usion that

j udges have not gone through the plan and its devel opnment and have not
understood the subject. There may be many ot her partici pants who had
not got proper explanations. What does this show? It is clear from such
instants that the exhibits are judged very superficially not
necessarily because the judges becone partial but al so because the
judges are not experts of thematic philately. They may be expert in
their respective fields but how they can judge thematics where it is
nore inmportant the way material has been displayed than what materi al
is shown or cost and rarity of the material

Here | want to draw the attention of readers that the nunber of
thematic collections is nore in philatelic exhibitions. So there nust
be at least one qualified judge fromthematic philately in state |evel



exhibitions also. To cope with all these problens it is necessary to
make a change and i nprove the judgi ng procedure.

In ny opinion foll ow ng suggesti ons shoul d be consi der ed.

In the panel of jury the nunber of thematic experts should be nore than
the experts of traditional philately since the nunber of thematic
exhi bits have considerably increased in the | ast few years.

The judges should be provided with the photocopy of the thematic
exhibits so that they can properly go through the plan and its details.
It is not possible to read and understand the thene in a few m nutes
glinpse towards the exhibit.

Sufficient time should be given to judges and participants for open
di scussion on the exhibit.

It should be kept in mind that proper judging at state |evel exhibition
is very inportant because it prepares to devel op collections for
nati onal |evel shows.

If the judging is not proper and the exhibitors are dissatisfied and do
not get proper explanation about the exhibits, good collections can
never reach in the national and international |evel. The collections
will die on the way before they reach the destination. This is the
reason the hobby is losing its charm

READERS FORUM

PREMNATH KUDVA FROM MANGAL ORE

I amwiting to ask you the issue date of a couple of definitive issues.
I have checked all the resources known to ne, like the Phila Catal ogue,
phot ocopy of a SG catal ogue, Post Ofice published book, stuff on the
net and so on. But no rel ease date seens to exist for the stanps | am
asking the dates for.

The date | want to knowis for the map of India series as nentioned
bel ow,

1959 Map of India ashoka wrk, 50, and 75 paise, 1 Re, 2 Rs, 5 Rs,10 Rs
1960 Map of India ashoka wrk, 1, 15, and 90 pai se

1963 Map of India ashoka wnk, 6, and 13 pai se

Regarding the new VIIIl definitive series, | want to know if they
enconpass both the wild life and fanous | eaders being issued since 2000,
or if the fanous | eaders are part of a special definitive series?

[ The stanmps on Subhas chandra Bose, Sardar Patel, and Babasaheb Anbedkar
like earlier issues on Mahatnma Gandhi and Pandit Nehru are not a part of
the regul ar definitive series and are designated as Special Definitive

i ssues. —Editors]

<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evolve the

newsl etter. W strive hard to bring you conprehensi ve coverage of the

| atest on Indian philately and inprove with every issue. Please do |et
us have your thoughts and suggestions. W also would like to | earn how
our newsletter inpacts your collecting and the value you feel it



provides to you. Do send in your comments, views, reports, articles and
other features for publication>

FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndi an Laws Rel evant to Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ M sc/ | aws. ht m

Report Cyber Crime & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. conf Cont ent/ Gui de/ M sc/ cybercrinme. ht m

ALSO IN THE NEWS

A SERI OQUS COLLECTOR IN TUNE WTH THE TI MES the head of Stanley G bbons
tells investors that stanps have got equities |licked
By Nigel Cope, Gty Editor, The |Independent, London, UK. 21 Cctober 2002

Enter the Stanl ey G bbons shop on the Strand in London and you feel an

i medi ate sense of nostalgia. On the left is a display of die-cast nodel
cars fromCorgi. There are stanp al bunms galore, as well as piles of
price guides, books and, of course, stanps. It is quiet and dark and
nost of the customers are nmen. There is quite a high anorak count.

Upstairs is the autograph gallery, where signed photographs of stars are
kept. They range from pictures of the actress Holly Hunter (£65) to a

si gned phot ograph of Muihammad Ali flooring Sonny Liston in their 1964
rematch (£575). Behind a glass screen are nore expensive itens, such as
a £25,000 framed col l ection of John Lennon witings, including parts of
the script froma 1968 play, In Qur Om Wite.

VWhen Paul Fraser, Stanley G bbons' chairman, enmerges fromthe back
office he is about as far fromthe philatelic stereotype as you can get.
He is a youthful 47, with [ongish sideburns and a trendy hi gh-buttoned
suit with trousers that are flared in a very up-to-the-mnute 2002 way
rather than an out-of-date 1974 way.

"A lot of people keep stanp collecting quiet," he admts. "The Queen
probably has the best collection in the world, and a | ot of businessnen
are collectors. Sir Ron Brierley [the New Zeal and investor] is a
collector and used to own a stake in Stanley G bbons. Louis Figo [the
dashi ng Portuguese footballer] is due to be given an award fromthe

I nternational Federation."”

He says the UK is unusual in perceiving stanp collectors as figures of

fun. "In EBurope it is seen as a very classy thing to do. If you travel
to Mlan and Paris and you go down the equival ent of Bond Street, you'l
find a stanp shop. And it will |look very traditional and prosperous.”

Perhaps philately's inmage will start to change now that stanp collecting
is increasing in popularity as an investnent because of the stock market
crash. Stanl ey G bbons has certainly noticed a change. |In August the
Aimlisted conpany reported trebled half-year profits of £2.1m hel ped
by the sale of a rare £71,000 Mauritius stanp.

"The thing about collecting is that it's a tangible asset," M. Fraser
says. "Historically, prices mght go up by 5-10 per cent a year, so when



interest rates were 10-12 per cent it didn't even cone on the radar. But
intime of lowinflation and low interest rates, things like this conme
into their own."

It was the sane in the early Seventies, when stock markets al so crashed,
he said. "In ternms of investnent, stanp collecting is seen as a safe
haven. Stanps are portable, easily traded and the prices are readily
avail able.”

Asked if we are seeing an asset bubble build up in alternative
investnments just as we saw in equity markets, he says: "At the end of
the day, it depends what you buy. You can always sell quality."

M. Fraser is not a stanp collector hinself. He is nore of an autograph
hunter. As a keen phil ographer, he has nore than 10,000 itens, worth
around £100, 000.

"I do like history and with autographs, manuscripts and letters things
go back 500 years. If I"'mholding a Charles Dickens letter 1'll think
that he sat there witing this in candlelight with his quill. That
brings it alive to ne."

A bit like the protagonist in Zadie Snmith's new novel, M. Fraser is on
the hunt for particular treasures — in his case, a Van Gogh letter and
original lyrics by the Beatles.

"It's an unusual nmarket. If you go up to Paul MCartney in the street
and get his autograph on a bit of paper, it mght be worth £100. But if
you happened to be wal king along with a guitar and you get himto sign
that, it would be worth a lot nore.

"I"ve got a |lot of good signed photographs of people taken by fanobus
phot ographers as well as lyrics fromthe Rolling Stones and t he Who.
It's fascinating because there'll be a song you' ve known for years and
you'll see all the crossings out and see that it could easily have said
somet hing conpletely different.

"I also have quite a lot of signed nenus. Often there'll be a dinner
given for sonething like the first flight across the Atlantic. So you'l
see the nmenu, who was on the guest |ist, who gave the speeches and so
on."

It is as a collector-turned-entrepreneur that M. Fraser nade his noney.
He set up a chain of rare record shops, and then dabbled in antiques and
property. He started maki ng stock market investnents and put noney into
Stanl ey G bbons in 1989. By that tine the business had been trading for
nmore than 140 years. Edward Stanley G bbons had founded it after the
purchase of a sackful of rare triangular Capes fromtwo sailors who had
just returned from South Africa.

M. Fraser bought a further 30 per cent fromSir Ron Brierley, and then
acqui red the whol e conpany for around £5m

Just a few years later he struck what | ooked |like a terrific deal when
he sold it to a mail-order conpany called Flying Fl owers (now call ed
Flying Brands) for £13.5m But three weeks after the all-share deal
Flying Fl owers issued a shock profits warning and the shares sank



costing M. Fraser mllions. "Clearly | was shocked. The busi ness had
got itself in a bit of a tizz and started buying lots of stock and
credit Iimts weren't properly controlled."

Eventual ly Stanl ey G bbons was denerged as a separately quoted conpany
in 2000. "W've got the business back to the core activities. \Wat we
are best known for is price guides and catal ogues. Getting stanps in,
catal oguing themand selling themis very |abour-intensive."

VWil e revenues will nostly cone from catal ogues, advertising, stanp
sal es and the sale of stanp al buns and ot her accessories, the |onger-
termaimis to put the Internet at the heart of the business.

For exanple, Stanley G bbons' 2001 catal ogue cane in three vol unmes two
i nches thick, and cost £100. Next year's version will be in four
volunmes. Putting it all on the Internet and selling advertising and

ot her services on the site should raise nore funds while cutting costs.

"It will be free for basic information but it will probably be tiered so
that other services will be avail able on subscription,™ M. Fraser
expl ai ns.

The business is still working on a new service, which will enable
collectors to put up their own collection and have its value regularly
updated. M. Fraser has also noved into eBay territory with

st anpsat aucti on. com which enables individuals to sell their stanps on
the website in return for a conm ssion

The conpany hopes to raise the investnent profile of stanps by | aunching
its SGLO0 index, recording the fluctuating prices of the world s nost

val uabl e stanps. In other words, you will be able to benchmark your
penny bl ack agai nst the performance of your BP shares.

PAUL FRASER AUTOGRAPH MAN

Posi tion: Executive chairman, Stanley G bbons

Pay: £94, 000

Career record: Ran businesses in rare records, antiques and property
before first investing in Stanley G bbons in 1989. Chairman between 1990
and 1998, and again since 2000.

Interests: Collecting autographs and pop and rock nenorabili a.

Advice to collectors: "It is best to theme your collection. But | do
exactly what | tell everyone not to do and buy whatever takes ny fancy."

ASK US

Pl ease send your queries in detail (illustrations welconme) on al
matters related to Philately and Postal History of India and Indian
States. W will attenpt to provide an answer to you online.

NEWSSCAN

<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>

CONTRI BUTORS | NVI TED

W require regul ar correspondents everywhere in India to cover the
philatelic activities in their area. W shall reinburse the costs of
phot os, covers, publications, courier and other charges. Al



contributions shall be acknow edged.

VEB SI TE UPDATES

STAMPSOFI NDI A

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in followi ng segnents —
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS,
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LINKS

Updat ed Segnments This Week: News, Articles,

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://stanmpsoni ndi a.netfirns.com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics
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reach the highest targeted readerships for Indian Philately worl dw de.
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