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In today’s world of convergence, Frauds and Viruses are also related to
spamthat is unsolicited mail that you didn't ask for, didn't want and
woul d rat her not have cluttering your inbox.

Spamis flooding the Internet with many copies of the sane nessage, in
an attenpt to force the nmessage on peopl e who woul d not otherw se
choose to receive it. Mdst spamis comercial advertising, often for
dubi ous products, get-rich-quick schemes, or quasi-Ilegal services. Spam
costs the sender very little to send -- nost of the costs are paid for
by the recipient or the carriers rather than by the sender.

Email| spamtargets individual users with direct mail nmessages. Scanning
Usenet postings, stealing Internet mailing lists, or searching the Wb
for addresses often creates email spamlists. Email spanms typically
cost users noney out-of-pocket to receive. Many people - anyone with



measured phone service - read or receive their mail while the neter is

runni ng, so to speak. Spam costs them additional noney. On top of that,
it costs nmoney for ISPs and online services to transnt spam and these
costs are transnmitted directly to subscribers.

We are pleased to include the follow ng two val uable tips contributed
by our readers

1. Sone spam software now spoofs your email address so that the enai

i s addressed both to and fromyou. You should check the full header of
the email address to find its true origin. Please set to display al
headers in the email program This will show the conplete detail of the
sender .

2. When you receive spammail w th suggestions that you may request to
be renoved fromthe |list, DO NOT RESPOND. |nstead of renoving you from
the list, the action validates your address and the frequency of
messages will actually increase!

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter
- M&SJ
Qur thanks to the Contributors and sources to this issue: ShyamP

Nhuchhe Pradhan from Nepal, Vijay Seth from New Del hi, The Hi ndu, and
the Press Informati on Bureau of Governnent of |ndia.

Mention this newsletter when contacting other philatelists

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEW STAMPS RELEASED

ANANDA NI LAYAM VI VANAM

Pranmod Mahaj an, the M nister of Conmunications & Information Technol ogy
and Parliamentary Affairs, released a comenorative stanp on Ananda

Ni | ayam Vi manam the gol den canopy over the sanctum sanctorum of the
Lord Venkateswara tenple at Tirumala On Cctober 11, 2002.

Speaki ng on the occasion, the Mnister said "It is the first stanp

rel eased by ne on a non-nortal subject, the first one related to God
and the first one released with ny shoes off as a mark of reverence”
Laudi ng the strides made by the Tirunmala Tirupati Devasthanans (TTD) on
the I'T front under the guidance of the |IT-savvy Chief Mnister of
Andhra Pradesh, N Chandrababu Nai du, he said that with schenes |ike e-
seva, e-hundi, e-puja and the |Iike being | aunched, Lord Venkateswara
had becone the first "e-God".

The stanmp is in the denom nation of Rs. 15, the current overseas air
letter rate. Sankha Samanta designed the stanp and the First Day Cover,
priced at Rs. 2. Al ka Sharma designed the pictorial first day postmark
I nformati on Sheet containing wite-up and technical data and priced at
Rs. 2 were issued on the occasion. Madras Security Printers Limted of
Chennai printed the stanps by photo Ofset in six colors on inported
unwat er mar ked stanp paper in the quantity of 3 mllion. The issued
sheets contain 40 stanps.



KANI KA BANDYOPADHYAY

Pramod Mahaj an, the M nister of Conmunications & Information Technol ogy
and Parliamentary Affairs, released a comenorative stanp on Kani ka
Bandyopadhyay On Cctober 12, 2002 at a special function held at

Kol kat a.

Bandyopadhyay, 1924-2000, was a great exponent of Rabindra Sangeet, a
genre of nusic created by India' s first Nobel |aureate Rabindranath
Tagore

The stanmp is in the denom nation of Rs. 5, the current inland letter
rate. Sankha Sanmanta designed the stanp and the First Day Cover, priced
at Rs. 2. Alka Sharma designed the pictorial first day postnmark

I nformati on Sheet containing wite-up and technical data and priced at
Rs. 2 were issued on the occasion. India Security Press of Nashik
printed the stanps by photogravure in multicolor on Inported un-

wat er mar ked adhesi ve gravure coated stanp paper in the quantity of 0.4
mllion. The issued sheets contain 35 stanps.

ARYA VAI DYA SALA

Dr. Sanjay Paswan, the Mnister of State for Conmunications &

I nformati on Technol ogy rel eased a comenorative stanp on Arya

Vai dyasal a, Kottakkal, on Cctober 12, 2002 at a special function held
at New Del hi

Established by P S Varier in 1902 the Vaidya Sala is an institution of
excel l ence that has contributed inmensely to the devel opnent of the
Aurvedi c nmedi cal practices in nodern tines. The ancient |ndian system
of medi ci ne, Ayurveda is perhaps the |ongest unbroken health tradition
inthe world with theory and practice that is several centuries old.

The stamp is in the denom nation of Rs. 5, the current inland letter
rate. Suresh Kumar designed the stanp and the First Day Cover, priced
at Rs. 2. Alka Sharma designed the pictorial first day postnmark

I nformati on Sheet containing wite-up and technical data and priced at
Rs. 2 were issued on the occasion. Calcutta Security Printers Limted
of Kanpur printed the stanps by photo Ofset in five colors on matt
chrono paper in the quantity of 0.8 mllion each. The issued sheets
contain 16 stanps.

BHAGMAN BABA

Pranmod Mahaj an, the M nister of Conmunications & Information Technol ogy
and Parliamentary Affairs, released a comenorative stanp on Bhagwan
Baba On October 15, 2002 at a special function held at Ahnednagar

Hailing fromthe Beed district, Bhagwan Baba (1896-1965) was an ascetic
who bel onged to the long tradition of nystics and saint poets of
Maharashtra. In many ways, he was a spiritual successor to Jnyaneshwar,
Tukaram and Randas.

The stanmp is in the denom nation of Rs. 5, the current inland letter
rate. Al ka Sharnma designed the stanp and the pictorial first day

post mar k. Brahm Prakash designed the First Day Cover, priced at Rs. 2.
I nformati on Sheet containing wite-up and technical data and priced at
Rs. 2 were issued on the occasion. Calcutta Security Printers Limted
of Kanpur printed the stanps by photo Ofset in four colors on matt



chrono paper in the quantity of 0.4 mllion each. The issued sheets
contain 40 stanps.

The stanps, First Day Covers along with the information sheets are
avai l abl e on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post O fices, including all
Phil atelic Bureaus and Counters, all over India.

SHEETLET ONCE MORE

The Arya Vai dyasal a, Kottakkal is the second comenorative that was
issued in a sheetlet of 16 with an illustrated margin all around
depicting various herbs, in place of the regular sheets of 40 or 35.
There are, believe it or not, only 50,000 sheetlets printed and we do
not foresee these lasting | ong enough. If you have not yet bought this
new addition to India Post’s line of philatelic products, hurry before
it is too |late.

There were 200, 000 sheetlets printed for the first issue released in
sheetlet format,’ 50 years of Diplomatic relations between India and
Japan’ on April 26, 2002. These are still available at philatelic
bureaus though not for |ong again as the bureaus stock and sell the
stanps only for six nmonths fromthe date of issue.

NEW SET OF GREETI NG CARDS

I ndia Post rel eased 66 new Greeting Cards on October 5, 2002 with pre-
pai d postage envel opes where the inprinted postage stanp is an exact
replica of the greeting card inside. The Geeting Cards included in
this set are 11 for Deepavali, 5 for Christmas, 16 for New Year, and 24
for other occasions. This is the eleventh set issued and the first with
new postal rate of Rs. 5 in the inprinted stanp.

DESI GN A STAMP CONTEST RESULTS

Jyot sana Di esh (Chairperson of the Judgi ng Panel and the Chief

Post master General of Del hi Postal Circle), Vishnu Saksena (Forner
Menber of Postal Services Board), Surinder Suman of Shankar’s Acadeny of
Arts, and India Post’s resident artist, Al ka Sharma judged this year’s
Design A Stanp Contest held on Cctober 11, 2002 at New Del hi.

Sunayana Coel ho of Mddern School, Vasant Vihar, won the first prize of
Rs. 1000. Tara Khilani of G D Goenka Public School, Vasant Kunj and
Ani sh Goel of Ryan International School, Vasant Kunj won the 2" and 3
prizes of Rs. 750 and Rs. 500 respectively. Paranpreet K Chadha of
Springdal es, Dhaul a Kuan and Parvi nder Singh of Mata Gujari Public
School received the consolation prizes of Rs. 250 each.

Ravi Pahwa, Assitant Superintendent of Post O fices (Philately)
coordi nated the programw th Mani sha M shra, Senior Superintendent of
Post O fices (South West).

The prize-winning entries at the national level are likely to be chosen
for the stanp and the first day cover to be rel eased on Children’ s Day
2003.

GUARANTEED DELI VERY SERVI CE

India Post recently launched the ' Guaranteed Delivery Service' targeted
to those who regularly send |large volume of mail. The service is being
provided on a mninumof 10,000 articles per posting at a service charge
of Rs. 2 per article in addition to the normal postal tariff. India Post



provi des the recipients' acknow edgenent as the proof of delivery. The
Service at present is available only in Chennnai on an experinenta
basi s and Bharat Sanchar NigamLimted (BSNL) and RPG Cel | ul ar Services
have availed the service

| NTERACTI VE VO CE RESPONSE SYSTEM FOR SPEED PCOST

The central postal region in Keral a has devel oped new software for

i nteractive voi ce response system (I VRS) for tracking the Express Mai
Service (EMS) Speedpost articles handl ed by India Post. The val ue-added
service comes with no additional charge and is currently available only
at the Kochi Speedpost Centre, being expanded soon to all Speedpost
centres in Kerala and woul d be | aunched |l ater, all over India.

The software provides a bar code and track nunber for the Speedpost
article, which can be traced at any tine on its route at the nationa
| evel by logging on to the websites ww. speedpost.org or

www. | ndi apost.org. The customer, who books the article, has just to
dial a given tel ephone nunber to know the location of the article
through the 1'VRS. The IVRS is being incorporated into the tracking
systemin existence at present. There are three | anguage options —
English, Hi ndi or Ml ayal am The new software al so provides for short
nmessage service (SM5) on the cellular phone for a return nessage on
delivery.

EMPLOYEES DEVELOP SOFTWARE FOR POSTAL OPERATI ONS

The work by a team of postal assistants has brought national and

i nternational recognition to the informal in-house computer center at
Kurnool in Andhra Pradesh and the software devel oped by themis already
in demand in South Asian countries.

On com ng across postal assistants who held formal qualifications in
conput er applications |like MCA, M5 and BCA, K V Sundara Raj an, Post
Mast er General of Kurnool Postal Region secured perm ssion fromthe HQ
to set up a conputer laboratory. The teamdid not find it difficult to
devel op the software suitable for its applications being well versed
with the functioning of the Postal Department and devel oped ‘ Head
Record Software’ to handle the core work of the departnent within two
years. The software is in application at 23 centres across the country
now. Enthused by the success, the team has now begun wor ki ng on

devel oping "circle bag accounting”, another crucial area of the posta
servi ce.

FAKE STAMPS SEI ZED AT HYDERABAD

The officers of Stanpl T (Stanmp | nvestigati on Team of Karnataka Police)
have sei zed a huge cache of fake stanps worth Rs. 94 million stored in
a godown on the outskirts of Hyderabad with the assistance of other
agenci es, including the Hyderabad City Police. They have al so arrested
seven persons in this connection

In a nightlong operation on Cctober 6, the officers raided four places
in various parts of Hyderabad. The arrested have been identified as
Sadashi va, alias Shiva, Abdul Wahid, Sadiq Kudli, Sarfarz Nawaz, Abdu
Khuddus, Illiyas, and Sachin Kal geen, a release from Stanpl T sai d.

The Madi wal a Police had arrested Badruddin, Rafi, and Byroji Rao in
Bangal ore prior to the Hyderabad raid. It followed registration of
fresh cases against KarimLala and others for running the nultibillion



stanp paper racket even when Lala was | odged in judicial custody at the
Central Jail in Parappana Agrahara, Bangal ore.

Stanpl T stated that all the arrested were the associ ates of Abdul Karim
Ladsab Tel agi, alias KarimLala, the kingpin of the racket. They were
acting on the instructions of Lala to circulate fake stanps in various
parts of the country. The Del hi Police seized fake stanps and stanp
papers worth Rs. 2.4 billion (and not Rs. 21.6 mllion as reported
erroneously in previous issue) on Cctober 4, 2002. The Chandi garh

Poli ce had al so seized fake stanp papers and stanps worth Rs. 40
mllion recently.

Al those arrested in Hyderabad were wanted by police in different
states. Sadashiva was wanted by the Hyderabad Police, Abdul Wahid by
the Chennai Police, Sarfarz Nawaz and Sachi n Kal geen by the Chandi garh
Police, and Sadiq Kudli and Illyas by the Pune and Bangal ore Police.

Wth the arrest of seven persons, the allegations that Lala was
organi sing the sale, circulation, and distribution of fake stanps and
stanp papers throughout the country even in custody are said to have
been substanti at ed.

Those arrested by the Madiwal a Police have been remanded in police
custody by the VII Additional Metropolitan Magistrate till Cctober 21

Those arrested in Hyderabad operati on were renmanded to police custody
by a Hyderabad court for being taken to Bangal ore for production before
the court before October 9. Stanpl T is conducting further

i nvestigation.

Meanwhi | e, the Karnataka Hi gh Court rejected the bail application of
Lal a on October 8, 2002. This was the second tine Lala had approached
the court for bail. Lala had preferred the present petition on health
grounds.

The case is being investigated by Stanpl T, specially fornmed by the
Kar nat aka Government in January 2002 under the Additional Director-
Ceneral of Police, R Sri Kumar. Lala, who was in the custody of the
Pune Police, was brought to Bangal ore to be produced before the

Magi strate on Cctober 7, 2002, and taken back to Pune.

NEPAL NEW | SSUES

Nepal Post issued a new Rs. 5 stanp to mark the International Year O
Mount ai ns on Cctober 9, 2002. The stanmp was printed in four colors by
of fset |ithography at Austrian Government Printing Ofice, Vienna, in
the quantity of 1 mllion in 50 stanps to each sheet. The stanp

desi gned by Mohan Narsingh Rana is in vertical format and the size of
the stanmp is 30x40 nm

Nepal Post al so issued a set of 4, Rs. 5, stanps on Visit Nepal Series
on Cctober 9, 2002. The stanps depict Pathi bhara Devi st han of
Tapl ej ung, Gal eswor Mahadevst han of Myagdi, Rangram Stupa of

Nawal parasi, and Mount Nilgiri OF Miustang. The stanps were printed in
four colors by offset |ithography at Austrian Government Printing
Ofice, Vienna, in the quantity of 1 mllion in 50 stanps to each
sheet. The stanps designed by K K Karnmacharya are in horizontal format
and the size of the stanps is 30x40 nm



PLASTI C MONEY

Nepal became 21%' country to issue a polyner bank note with the rel ease
of a Rupees 10 note on Septenber 30, 2002. The Note Printing Australia
(NPA), a subsidiary of the Reserve Bank of Australia, produced 50
mllion polyner banknotes for Nepal at the cost of $A3 nmillion. The

pol ymer note has been issued follow ng the Nepal Rastra Bank’s policy
to replace the paper notes of Re 1, Rs 2 and Rs 5 with coins and Rs 10
wi th pol ymer notes. These are the notes npbst widely used in the
country.

Pol ymer bank notes, currently used in over 20 countries, offer superior
security, machine processability, cost effectiveness and recyclability.
The Reserve Bank of Australia first issued polynmer bank notes in 1988,
setting a new world standard i n banknote technol ogy. NPA devel oped

pol ymer technology in partnership with CSI RO and has been supplyi ng

pol ymer banknotes to 15 countries

Bangl adesh was the first country in South Asia to issue a polyner note
on Decenber 14, 2000, a 10 Taka note depicting Mijibar Rahman. This was
al so produced by NPA in the quantity of 50 mllion.

It is learned that India is currently testing pol ynmer banknotes.

VI EWS & OPI NI ONS

PHI LATELY I N TRANSI TION IN | NDI A, Part 28

India is a country of 1 billion people. It is true that 35 percent are
poor and have difficulty in naking the two ends neet or even one square
meal a day. This definitely is sonmething to worry about, as 350 million
poor people are lots of poor people. The majority, 60 percent or 600
mllion of population is mddle class and provi des perhaps the |argest
mar ket for consumer goods in terms of nunbers anywhere in the world. And
the remaining 5 percent, that is 50 mllion people are rich and that is
really a large nunmber of rich people in any one country. India is at the
same time both rich and poor. Yes, India is a country of paradoxes.

Philately in India is also full of paradoxes; it started as a hobby,

wel | spread anongst educated nmiddle class. Alnpst all, who were in
school till the 1970s, were exposed to the charnms of philately. It then
gradual ly started its downhill trend and the nunber of stanp collectors

in schools today, is mniscule.

Thi s happened because Philately in India was hijacked by the rich people
for reasons other than their love for philately. Stanps as alternative

i nvest ments becanme a conveni ent place to enploy ‘black’ noney fromthe
paral | el econony. Those who had that kind of noney invested in stanps,
acquired control of philatelic organizations and events for security and
safety of their investnents and for speculations in the market.

The pronotion of philately in the masses was negl ected during the past
three decades with the result that today it is not a hobby of the
mllions it once was. The philatelic crop was reaped for years w thout
sow ng seeds and taking care of the fields. Today the yields are
natural ly poor.



During this period there were no encouragenent for the begi nners and
they were fast dwindling in nunbers while internedi ate collectors were
virtually extinct. Yet India was still winning Golds at world philatelic
exhibitions. India with all its poverty is still the |argest consumer of
gold and Indian’s Iove for gold is well known. A newconmer who coul d

i nvest noney in mllion was assured a gold nmedal even in the first
attenpt by powers that be. It did not matter whether he nerited the
sare.

The newbi e need not | earn anything about philately in the process since
an expert can select and source the material and another can

aut henticate and provide the wite up. If one has noney one could buy
not only stanps but also the awards of choice. It is part of the social
fabric of India that one can openly bid for posts in organizations and
events. This is normally done in the name of raising funds for a good
cause but in the case of philately it was sinply a matter of persona
gai ns.

Yet the free spirit of enterprise is equally strong in India and

coll ectors have strived and risen on their nerit and gai ned

i nternational acclaim The need of the hour is to encourage philately at
the grass root level to build a strong foundation for the buddi ng

phil atelists and provide them space to grow

READERS FORUM

NAVEEN K SAMUEL

Recently there was a report that the government asked Archies to stop
selling postage stanps in their outlets. | think instead of banning such
sal es they should be encouraged. Especially in selling commenorative
stanps, FDC s, etc. This will not only give postal dept nore revenue but
al so help in pronotion of philately. Commenorative stanps are avail able
at the HPO or GPO and if one is living far away from such PGCs, then
outlets like Archies will be of great help to philatelists and others.
Here service also will be pleasant. Mst of the postal dept people are
very rude and for them philatelists are annoying people. | request the
governnment to allow outlets Iike Archies to sell Indian philatelic
products brought out by the postal dept. The dept could sell these
products to such outlets at a discount to the face value so such outlets
can retail themat face value. Recently in "The H ndu" there was a
report that postal dept was going to provide facilities for philatelists
to open depository A/lc online at their "India Post” website and stanps,
FDC s, etc could be ordered online. | urge the dept to start this
facility at the earliest. | amsure this will help in the pronotion of

I ndian philatelic products worl dwi de and philatelists worldw de can
order Stanps, FDC s, etc online.

In the long run Indian philately will be the ultimte w nner

<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evolve the
newsl etter. W strive hard to bring you conprehensive coverage of the

| atest on Indian philately and inprove with every issue. Please do |et
us have your thoughts and suggestions. W also would like to | earn how
our newsletter inpacts your collecting and the value you feel it
provides to you. Do send in your comments, views, reports, articles and
other features for publication>




FEATURES & RESOURCES

I ndi an Laws Rel evant to Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. coml Cont ent s/ Gui de/ M sc/ | aws

Report Cyber Crime & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com Cont ent s/ Gui de/ M sc/ cybercri ne

RESEARCH NOTES

PI' N CODE UPDATE
W requested our readers to look at their holdings and report editions
of the All India Pin Code Directories in issue # 75 of July 25, 2002.

W have been able to add one ‘all India edition of 1992 since. W have
al so received informati on on several regional Pin Code Directories that
are however outside the scope of this docunentation

The updated |ist now stands as foll ows:

1973 — Print Line 1974 - Price Rs. 2.15

1973 (Reprint) — Print Line 1975 - Rs. 1.75

1981 — Price Rs. 3.50 (Corrected in manuscript fromRs. 0.50)

1982 — (1983) — Price not indicated (Sold for?)
1985 - Rs. 7

1992 — (1993) — Rs. 15 (i n manuscript)

2000 — Rs. 40 (hand st anped)

We once again appeal to our readers for cooperation in preparing a list
of All India Pin Code Directories. W need the m ssing information on
the above editions as well as on the editions not |isted here. W are

al so interested in buying a copy of the editions not listed here for our
reference library.

ALSO IN THE NEWS

| NTERNET PHI LATELI C DEALERS ASSCCI ATl ON
The Internet Philatelic Deal ers Association (IPDA) was inaugurated
on Feb 23, 2002.

Wth the introduction of the Internet its only natural to assune that
the stanmp industry is changing. Already, there are nunerous

el ectronically operated stanp auctions sites and hundreds of web-based
stanp dealing sites. Many stanp collecting societies and clubs al so have
an active presence on the Internet.

Wth this new nmedia a new world has opened for all philatelists and
communi cati on between them has been revol utionized. The | PDA believes
there will be nore changes as new and or changed technol ogy comes on
stream and qui cker and nore efficient nmeans of communicati on between
deal ers and col | ectors becones the norm

As a result, the IPDA believes it has an inportant role to play in
maki ng these changes acceptable to and understood by all the online
philatelic fraternity.



In this context, IPDA's first and prine objective is "to pronote stanp
collecting - as a hobby and as a comercial activity". I1PDA e see this
objective as central to the Iong-term benefit of our industry.

| PDA cordially invite all Internet based stanp deal ers, and others
engaged in the business of stanp trading, to join the |IPDA and becone
part of this exciting and very inmportant venture.

Benefits to the individual will be use of the IPDA | ogo on adverts & web
sites, discounts for |PDA nenber private buyers, a list of current
vetted nmenbers with contact e-mmil addresses, free advice, and
arbitration, a nonthly newsletter and nuch nuch nore.

For the collector, when dealing with a vetted nenber, a feeling of
safety in the know edge that the trader is honest & trustworthy.

The menbership fees have been waived until April 1, 2003. The first
year's menbership fee of US$15.00 will be due on that date. You may get
nore information at http://ipdaonline.com

Al'l your individual enquiries are al so wel cone.

The Chairperson of IPDA is Helen Fow er, ConpuChet Cachets, Four Fl ags
Stanps & Covers, P O Box 392, Niles, M 49120-0392, USA

The Secretary of IPDA is Larry Matthews, Box 354, Bracebridge, Ontario
Canada, P1L 1T7

ASK US

Pl ease send your queries in detail (illustrations welconme) on al
matters related to Philately and Postal History of India and Indian
States. W will attenpt to provide an answer to you online.

NEWSSCAN

<W invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>

CONTRI BUTORS | NVI TED

W require regul ar correspondents everywhere in India to cover the
philatelic activities in their area. W shall reinburse the costs of
phot os, covers, publications, courier and other charges. Al
contributions shall be acknow edged.

VWEB SI TE UPDATES

STAMPSOFI NDI A

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in foll owi ng segnents —
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LINKS.

Updat ed Segments This Week: News, Articles,

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://stanpsoni ndia.netfirns.com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics
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Free Advertisenents

“Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is the nost effective way to
reach the highest targeted readerships for Indian Philately worl dw de.
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