| SSN 0972- 3587
-------------- STAMPS OF | NDI A COLLECTORS COVPANI ON - --------------
The First, Free & Only weekly on Philately & Postal Services of India

Awar ds Received: Silver Medal with the ‘Felicitations of the Jury’ at
‘BELA CA 2001’ World Philatelic Exhibition, Brussels, June 9-17, 2001

| ssue # 72 — July 4, 2002. Published Every Thursday
Edi ted by Madhukar and Savita Jhi ngan

To subscribe or to unsubscribe send email to stanpsofindi a@i gf oot.com

I N THI S I SSUE

New M ni sters Appoi nt ed

Venezuel a Enbassy Organi zes Exhibition
New Postal Stationery

Postal O ficers Appointnents

FI P Comm ssi ons Meeti ngs

GPA AGM

Paki st an i ssues Stanps on Mangoes

Wrl dwi de Philatelic Auction Cal endar

I ndi a Assists Uzbeki st an

Philately in Transition in India, Part 15
Also in the News — Paul MCartney Designs Stanps

If you've found this newsletter useful recormend it to a friend.
Better still forward this issue.

JHI NGANS JOTTI NGS5
Hi

We al nost missed to publish this issue as we were busy with famly
commitments for a few days and coul d not devote tinme to it.

Next issue # 73 consequently will also be little del ayed however we
sincerely hope to be back to normal by issue # 74

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.
- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and sources to this issue: Vijay Seth
from New Del hi, Mahtab Ali from Pakistan, and the Associ ated Press.

Mention this newsletter when contacting other philatelists

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEW M NI STERS APPQO NTED

Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Prime Mnster of India reshuffled his Council of
M ni sters by droping 6, inducting 13, and changing portfolios of 16

M nisters on July 1, 2002.



Sum tra Mahajan and Dr. Sanjay Paswan took charge as Mnisters of State
(MOS) for Communi cations & Information Technol ogy on July 2, 2002.

Sum tra Mahaj an was noved fromthe Mnistry of Chemical & Fertilizers
where Tapan Si kdar, the existing MOS for Communications & Information
Technol ogy, has been sent. Dr. Paswan i s new i nductee to the Counci

of Mnisters. Pranod Mahajan remains the Mnister for Conmunications &
I nformati on Technol ogy and Parlianmentary Affairs.

In her opening remarks, Sumtra Mahajan said that it would be her
endeavor to ensure connectivity to the villages of the country so that
they could reap the benefits of the ongoing revolution in the field of
IT & Telecom The Mnister also stated that the concept of connectivity
today was not just limted to tel ephones al one. The world today was
reapi ng the benefits of the nulti-dinensional uses of the tools of IT &
Telecom If policy initiatives would ensure prolific use of such tools,
the stage would be set for every village to be well connected and
net wor ked, she added.

Dr. Paswan, while assum ng charge, said that it would be his endeavor
to tackl e the problemof digital divide with the tools of people-
friendly technologies in IT & Tel ecom The need of the hour, the

M nister said was to bring about the synergy between |IT, Tel ecom and
Posts to offer val ue added services to the people. In this era of

gl obalization, it was extrenely inportant to make the departnents

gl obal ly conpetitive in products and services, enabling the country to
maintain its brand equity as a gl obal investnent destination in IT &
Tel ecom

Senior officials of the Departnent of Tel ecomunications, Departnent of
I nformati on Technol ogy and the Departnent of Posts who were present on
the occasion briefed the Mnisters about the broad policy initiatives
and prograns.

VENEZUELA EMBASSY ORGAN ZES EXH BI TI ON

The Enbassy of Venezuela in India organized an exhi bition of Venezuel an
stanps fromJuly 5 to 11, 2002 at New Del hi. The exhibition held in
cooperation with Indian Council of Cultural Relations (ICCR) and India
Post marked the 191% I|ndependence Day of Venezuela. The Anbassador of
Venezuel a, Walter Marquez, inaugurated the exhibition in the prsence of
the Director CGeneral of ICCR Surya Kanthi Tripathi and the Chief of
the Philatelic Division of India Post, Devika Kumar, and Anbassadors of
other Central and South American nations.

NEW POSTAL STATI ONERY

There are no formal dates of rel ease announced for the pre-stanped
envel ope (PSE) and Inland Letter Card (ILC) in the revised

denom nations of Rs. 5 and Rs. 2.50.

The first ILCin the denom nation of Rs. 2.50 was printed by the India
Security Press of Nashik Road and was rel eased on June 29, 2002 with an
advertisenment of the Bank of India in Hindi

The PSE in the denomination of Rs. 5 was also printed by the India
Security Press of Nashik Road on June 19 and dispatched for sale to
post offices on June 27, 2002.

POSTAL OFFI CERS APPO NTMENTS



The Deputy Director General (Mterials Managenent), Promla Ray was
appoi nted the Senior Deputy Director Ceneral (Materials Managenent)
with effect fromJune 25, 2002.

FI P COMW SSI ONS MEETI NGS
Al ten Conmm ssions of the International Philatelic Federation will hold
meeti ngs on August 8, 2002 at Seoul during PH LAKOREA 2002.

The FI P Comm ssions for Traditional Philately, Thematic Phil ately,
Philatelic Literature, and Astro Philately will neet at 9 AM The FIP
Conmi ssions for Postal Stationery, and Fight Against Forgeries, wll
meet at 12.30 PM The FI P Conm ssions for Postal H story, and

Maxi maphily are scheduled to neet at 1.30 PM The FIP Commi ssions for
Aerophil ately, and Revenues are scheduled to neet at 4 PM

Pradi p Jain of Patna whose exhi bit was adjudged “The Best Aerophilatelic
Exhi bit of the Wrld” at ITALIA 98 world philatelic exhibition held at
Mlan in 1998 has been invited to give a talk on the Indian Airmails
during the FIP Aerophilately Comm ssion neeting.

GPA AGM
The Annual General Meeting (AGWM) of the Gujarat Philatelists
Associ ati on was held on June 9, 2002 at Ahnedabad.

The el ections were held and all nenbers of the existing governing
council were re-elected for another termof three years.

PAKI STAN | SSUES STAMPS ON MANGCES

Paki stan post office issued a set of 4 special stanps on June 18, 2002
depicting varieties of Mangoes in the series of fruits of Pakistan. The
varieties of Mangoes are Anwar Ratol, Dusehri, Chunsa and Sindhri. The
denom nation of all stamps is Rs. 4.

WORLDW DE PHI LATELI C AUCTI ON CALENDAR

The Cal endar OF Worl dwi de Philatelic Auctions for the nonth is updated
in the beginning of every nonth with detailed informtion and
announcenents. The information for July 2002 is now avail abl e at

htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. coml Cont ent/ Aucti ons/ a702. ht m

| NDI A ASSI STS UZBEKI STAN

I ndi a Post and Tel econmuni cati ons Consultants India Limted (TCIL) team
is inplementing the project of conputerization of Uzbekistan Post.

The project involves conmputerisation of Point of Sale operations and
establ i shnent of Data Center. Centre For Postal Technol ogy and

Excel | ence at Postal Training Centre, Mysore, have devel oped the
software. The inauguration function of handing over of hardware and
software to Uzbek post was held on May 1, 2002. The software is
initially installed in three post offices.

VI EWS & OPI NI ONS

PHI LATELY I N TRANSI TION IN I NDI A, Part 15

Raj an Jayakar’s exhibit on British India Fiscals has won Gold nedal s at
Asian Continental philatelic exhibitions. He has served as the National
Conmi ssioner, Jury, and held various offices in several philatelic and
soci al organi zati ons. Commenting on the current philatelic scenario he
wites:



“The recent philatelic exhibitions appear to have thrown nore
controversies than pronotion of Philately. | amin receipt of copies
of correspondence from M. Shakil Ahmed with his letter dated 3.6.2002.
I do not know the nerit of his grievance. However one glaring point,

whi ch requires serious considerations by PCl, is that the judgi ng has
to be transparent and juries nust be avail able for neeting the
Exhi bitors after evaluation. |In nost of the exhibitions held in India

the Juries find the easiest way out by avoiding the exhibitors after
the results. PCl should make it conpulsory for all the juries to be
present in the exhibition hall at a previously announced tine, so that
t he exhi bitor can avail of valuable advice of the juries for future

i nprovenent and al so satisfy hinself as to why he got what he got.

There has to be settled policy that the exhibitor having received a
particul ar medal at a national exhibition should not be downgraded in
future national exhibitions on the sane exhibit. Firstly because
juries nust have consistency and the exhibitor should not be downgraded
because the juries have different opinion than the earlier juries.
Secondl y downgr adi ng shakes the confidence and ent husi asm of the
exhi bi tor and doubts of unfairness creeps into the mnd and at tines

t he exhi bitor becones so disgusted that he decides to take the extrene
step of refusing to participate at the national exhibitions, which is
harnful to the cause of philately.

Juries are al so human beings and are likely to make m st akes
individually or as a group. Hence there has to be an Appellate or
Supervi sory body of Senior-nost Philatelists in the country, who should
attend to the grievances of those exhibitors, and particularly those
who have been downgraded or inspite of participating in say 3
consecutive national exhibitions and having put better material, have
not been upgraded. It is immterial that there is no such Appea
provision in F.I.P. Rules. But atine will cone when even FIP w ||
have to make such provisions after it receives substantial nunber of
conplaints. The aimof PCl should be to keep the domestic exhibitors
i nfornmed, encouraged and satisfied and ny suggestion is a step in that
direction. In legal matters also there are atleast two appeal s

provi ded reaching upto Suprene Court. Wy should philately not have
atl east one appellate forunf?

M. Shakil Ahnmed has a point that the venue for the nationa
exh|b|t|on shoul d be rotated and should not be repeated in such quick
succession |ike at Bhubaneshwar. PC mnust frame a national policy in
consultation with Departnment of Posts as to when and how frequently
District, State and National exhibitions should be held. | suggest
that there should be district |evel exhibition every year, state |evel
every two years and national |evel every three years, so that
organi zers get sufficient tinme to organize and do not end up in a
fiasco |ike Inpex-Enpirepex 2001, where everything was wong i ncl udi ng
choice of city, choice of venue, arrangenent of franes, quality of
franmes, co-ordination between Dept. of Post and organizers etc. which
are all major factors for successfully holding an exhibition.”

W feel that Jayakar has nmade a very valid suggestion and India should
take the lead in the International forumby starting a Supervisory
Body.



We quote fromanother letter that he wote to in February 2002 to PCl
Secretary General, Dilip Shah on the | NPEX- EMPI REPEX 2001

“1 amthe life menber of Philatelic Congress of India (PCl) and was
partici pant at the above Exhi bition having participated in Chanpi onship
O ass, Postal History and OQpen Class in the said Exhibition. | was

al so specifically authorized by the Chief Justice of Bonbay H gh Court,
to carry, nmount, dismount and return H gh Court Exhibits in the Invitee
Cass. | was personally present in Nasik between 215t and 27'" Decenber
2001.

I am giving ny personal assessment of the Exhibition, since I find that
there is no forumwhere the nerits or denerits of the Exhibition could
be di scussed. People have short nenory and before people forget about
this Exhibition, it is desirable that the authorities who are invol ved
wi th the organi zati on of National Exhibitions should not ignore the
said nmerits and denerits and make an effort to inprove upon the nerits
and elimnate the denerits. | amdealing with sonme of the aspects of
the Exhibition as foll ows:

The begi nning was made with | ot of enthusiasm and various comittees
were forned which included al nbost every nane in Philately in India.
Department of Post was al so involved right fromM. Somto |ocal |evel.
The first joint neeting of all the commttees was held at G P O where
nore than 50 persons attended and vari ous questions and suggestion were
invited and the organi zers prom sed to ook into them and i npl ement
them Periodically the progress of the Exhibition was intimated in the
bi -weekly neetings of Philatelic Society of India and Enpire of India
Philatelic Society. However no meetings of any Exhibition Sub-
Committee was held and decision pertaining to Exhibition were taken in
ad- hoc manner without reference to the particular Sub-Conmttee.

The choi ce of Nasi k appears to have been nmade on the follow ng factors,
al t hough Enpire of India Philatelic society (EIPS) which was

cel ebrating its 60'" anniversary is based in Munbai with majority of its
menbers also residing in Munbai. It was cheaper to hold exhibition at
Nasi k rather than Munbai. Nasik Philatelic Society would be able to
give all the help and they had organized State Level Exhibition a few
years ago

Both the above factors proved wong. Although the expenses of the
Exhi bition were less, the facilities and infrastructure in Nasik City
were certainly lacking. Al though the cost of holding exhibition in
Bonbay is high, the type of noney a well organized exhi bition can
generate, cannot be conpared with any other city in India. Nasik does
not have corporate sponsors or big business houses and hence the
finance required for holding a grand exhibition is I acking. Nasik
Philatelic Society did strive hard to make the exhibition a success but
due to lack of proper co-ordination between Philatelists and Posta
Staff, the human resources were not used adequately and the
responsibility fell on the shoulders of few philatelists which was too
much and postal staff was not used in optinmum manner

I ndraprastha Hall was adequate in size with precincts and ancillary
areas around it being available for philately related activities.

However the venue was outside the City center and al so off the main
road and hence no passer by was aware of the same and casual visitor



preferred to visitor preferred to visit Ayurved Exhibition in the
opposi te open space rather than go off the road to visit stanp
exhi bi tion.

The pl anni ng of space at the venue, was not proper. Al though there was
sufficient place in the basement, alnost 1/3'% of the space was enpty
and the main hall and nezzanine gallery were overcrowded wth

i nsufficient noving space. There was no proper signage or floor plan
for visitor show ng arrangenent of exhibit and there was no inquiry
booth for any kind of inquiry about the exhibition. The distance

bet ween vendor boot hs and edge of the frane was so short that while
passi ng and repassing either you brushed the dealer’s table or the
frane. The toilet facilities were wholly inadequate and toilets were
dirty and stinking and were very close to the Bin room There did not
appear to be any person in charge of the nounting frames. | had
informed M. Dastur in advance in Bonbay that for mounting H gh Court
Exhibit, I will need help of carpenter, as the H gh Court Charters were
required to be screwed by drilling hole on the soft board of the frane.
M. Dastur promised ne in Munbai to nake carpenter avail able at the
venue on 21%'. | came to the venue on 21°%' Decenber and deposited ny

t hree personal exhibits and requested M. Bhargave to make carpenter
avai l abl e since | was going to nmount the Hi gh Court Exhibit nyself.

M. Bhargave told ne that he was very tired and he could not find any
carpenter and that | should take the exhibits back and get themon the
morni ng of 22" before inauguration time. | took the exhibits back and
got themat 9.00 a.m on 22" and contacted M. Bhargave, who | ooked on
the verge of coll apse due to exhaustion and |ack of sleep. M.
Bhargave told nme that he was busy in arranging the inauguration
function and that | should contact himafter the inauguration function
At about 12.00 noon | again contacted M. Bhargave, who said that has
was so tired that he was unable to give any help and | should try and
doit on ny own. | talked to M. Dastur on 22" after the inauguration
who was al so too busy and asked nme to help nyself. Eventually | caught
hold of a wireman, who was working on repairing of the philatelic
franes in the basement and got himto drill holes only for one frane,
since he could not spare much tine as had to buy sone hardware. There
was no carpenter or any person, who could help ne to nmount the frames.
Utimately out of five frames, one frane was nounted with normal sheets
and one nore frame was mounted with one huge Charter which occupied the
entire frame, since holes were drilled by the wireman. Qher three
Charters could not be nounted for |ack of co-operation fromthe

organi zers al though requirenments were conveyed much in advance. |
strongly protest that the callous treatnment nmeted out to the Invitee of
the cali ber of Bonmbay Hi gh Court and the risk | had to run by keeping

t he unnounted exhibits in nmy car during ny entire stay in Nasik. The
val ue of each exhibit was nore than the total value of all the exhibits
in the exhibition and same are unique and irrepl aceable. The High
Court exhibits were charter of King George IV of 1823, two charters of
Queen Victoria of 1862 and 1867establ i shi ng Bonbay H gh Court and
Warrant of appoi ntnent of Judges of the Suprenme Court of Bonbay of

1849. The Chief Justice M. Justice G D Patil, who granted perm ssion
to take the charters, was scheduled to come to Nasik particularly to
see the High Court Exhibit. Luckily he could not come to Nasik, which
saved enbarrassnment for ne and the organizers.

In the preparatory stage | ot of sem nars were proposed to be organized
on different aspects of philately. However two poorly attended



sem nars on Fiscals and thematics actually took place. Sem nars is
part of publicity of philately and either there was no such conmttee
or atleast none was functioning. Except for draw ng conpetition, there
was no concrete program for converting any young stanp collectors into
a hardcore philatelists. There was no publicity or periodic

announcenments at the venue about the seminars. | had even offered to
conduct tour of the exhibition on every day at specified tine but there
was no organi zer, who was interested or hel pful. Either the organizers

were part of jury or were overworked and could not organi ze genui ne
philatelic pronotional activity.

The publicity was the poorest | have ever seen. The Philatelist who
canme to the venue for the first time wasted ot of tine in searching
the sane. There were practically no banners, placards or bill boards
put up in any part of the city except the venue itself and there was no
effort to publicise such a big event with the result the attendance was
extremely poor and except for dealers, nmenbers of PCl, participants and
their famly menbers and postal staff there were hardly any visitors to
t he exhi bition and whoever visited the exhibition out of curiosity were
conpletely baffled wi thout any signage or guidance and just wal ked
through the main hall. PC should seriously consider the purpose and
achi evenents of the national exhibition, with publicity taking a back
seat.

The awards nanely the nedals and certificates are attractive and
befitting to National Exhibition standard. The judgi ng was by and | arge
sati sfactory although there are sone instances of dissatisfaction and
PCl must device sone nethod of review in genuine cases. Simlarly PC
will have to | ook into the aspect of appointnent of Jury, which was

rai sed by M. Pradeep Jain and explain as to how the officers of Posta
Departnment, who are neither em nent philatelists nor have any
experience or qualification for being appointed even as apprentice jury
for State level exhibition were appointed as July for Nationa
Exhi bi ti on.

The Philatelic frames provided by Departnent of Posts are outdated and
in extremely poor condition. Knowi ng the quality and condition of the
frames, asking for only 10% nore than the required frames was a

m scal cul ation. The result was that the damaged franmes could not be
repaired in time and it was disgusting sight, particularly for the
partici pants, whose exhibits were not nounted to see that plenty of
frames lying enpty due to disrepair and juries judging their exhibits

either in the Bin roomor by placing it on the ground. | think it is
unfair to the participant, whose exhibit is not mounted. The
partici pant expects his exhibit to be judged and al so displayed. 1| had

to make a lot effort between Bin roomin-charge and nounting staff to
ensure that ny open class exhibit was put up atleast on the second day
of the exhibition.

By and large | feel it was very poorly organized exhibition. It
failed, in alnost every departnent of orgnaisation to cone to the |evel
of national exhibition. | do not want to belittle the selfless effort

of few persons, who nade sacrifice of time, energy and | am sure noney,
to make this exhibition a success. However the enormty of the task
was beyond the effort of the dedicated handful of philatelists. Wat
| acked was nobilizati on and nanagenent of human and nonetary resources
from anong the sponsors, advertisers, philatelists and Departnent of



Post coupled with wong choice of place and venue. The net result is
that, for record a national exhibition was held at Nasik but there was
di fference between hol ding an exhibition and hol ding a good exhibition

I hope PCl will take note of the shortcom ngs and ensure that the next
Nati onal Exhibition is devoid of these shortcom ngs.”

The conplete text of both these letters is available online at
htt p: // ww. st anpsof i ndi a. coml Cont ent / Feat ur es/ j ayakar. ht m

READERS FORUM

<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evolve the
newsl etter. W strive hard to bring you conprehensi ve coverage of the

| atest on Indian philately and inprove with every issue. Please do |et
us have your thoughts and suggestions. W also would like to | earn how
our newsletter inpacts your collecting and the value you feel it
provides to you. Do send in your comments, views, reports, articles and
other features for publication>

FEATURES & RESOURCES

ALSO | N THE NEWS

PAUL MCCARTNEY DESI GNS STAMPS

Witer, nusician and conposer Sir Paul MCartney has designed a set of
post age stanps for the Isle of Man Post, which has received approval
from Queen Elizabeth.

The painted floral designs reflect McCartney's nenories of the island
where the forner Beatle visited as a child.

Stanp bureau manager Dot Til bury says she wote to McCartney to ask for
his designs after she heard himtal k about his painting on the radio.
She sent a letter and he agreed.

The stanmp bureau has printed up 170,000 copies of the stanps, which go
on sale July 1. Part of the proceeds will go to the anti-I|andm ne
charity chanpi oned by McCartney's new wife, Heather MIIs.

The Isle of Man is not part of the United Kingdombut is a dependent
territory. It nakes its own laws in its ancient parlianment but the
British governnment adnministers its defense and foreign representations.

NEWSSCAN
<W invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and electronic publications, for inclusion here>

RESEARCH NOTES

ASK US

Pl ease send your queries in detail (illustrations welconme) on al
matters related to Philately and Postal History of India and Indian
States. W will attenpt to provide an answer to you online.

CONTRI BUTORS | NVI TED

W require regul ar correspondents everywhere in India to cover the
philatelic activities in their area. W shall reinburse the costs of
phot os, covers, publications, courier and other charges. Al



contributions shall be acknow edged.

STAMPSOFI NDI A VEB S| TE UPDATES

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in followi ng segnents —
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS,
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LINKS

Updat ed Segments This Week: News, Articles,

FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS

“Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is the nost effective way to
reach the highest targeted readerships for Indian Philately worl dw de.
The advertising is FREE for the subscribers. Send in your ad, today.

Aick here to view the ads and for the Ternms for submtting your ad
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