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JHI NGANS JOTTI NGS5
Hi

W attended a stanp rel ease function, on June 22, 2002 at the residence
of the Prime Mnister of India, after a long tinme. Believe it or not,
none other than the Prine Mnister hinmself enriched our philatelic

know edge.

One of the stanps being rel eased was on Pandit Suryanarayan VWas, who
was a multi-faceted personality. One of the notable things he did was
to docunment and bring to light witings of epic poet Kalidasa to
rekindle the pride for the Ancient Indian Heritage in public during
British rule. He started organi zi ng Kal i dasa Festival every year at
U jain since 1928. Today the governnment organizes it.

In the year 1956 there was a Kalidasa Festival organized in Russia and
a conmenorative stanp was al so i ssued on this occasion due to his
efforts. India followed suit by issuing a set of 2 stanps on Kalidasa
in 1960. Not surprisingly VWyas was also a nmenber of the committee that
finalized the designs of these |Indian stanps.

Research at tinmes brings out unknown yet relevant information to the
noti ce of everyone and nakes very interesting readi ng.



Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter
- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and sources to this issue: X nhua News
Agency.

Mention this newsletter when contacting other philatelists

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

MORE ON | NPEX 2002

India Post on their official web site http://ww.indi apost.org has
published the follow ng: ‘1NPEX-2002 - An inportant Announcenent’:

It has come to the notice of this Departnment that the organizers of

| NPEX- 2002, an exhi bition being held at Bhubaneswar in Decenber 2002
have claimed that the exhibition has the patronage of the Departnent of
Posts. It is hereby clarified that the Departnment of Posts is not
connected in any way with I NPEX - 2002.

NEW STAMPS RELEASED

The M nister for Conmunications & I T, and Parlianentary Affairs, Pranod
Mahahj an, on June 16, 2002 in Pune rel eased a comenorative stanp on P
L Deshpande who made his mark for over 50 years in the fields of

Marathi literature, nusic, drama and fil ns.

The stanmp is in the denom nation of Rs. 4 that was the inland letter
rate till May 31 this year. Sankha Samanta designed the stanp and the
First Day Cover. Al ka Sharma designed the pictorial first day postmark
I nformati on Sheet containing wite-up and technical data, and the First
Day Cover, each priced at Rs. 2 were issued on the occasion. Calcutta
Security Printers Limted of Kanpur printed the stanps by photo O f set
in four colors on matt chrono paper in the quantity of 0.4 mllion. The
i ssued sheets contain 48 stanps.

[This report was erroneously left out frominclusion in the previous

i ssue.]

On June 22, 2002 three stanps were issued in two separate rel ease
functions. The Prime Mnister of India, Atal Bihari Vajpayee at his
official residence in New Del hi released a set of two commenorative
stanps in Personalities series. One stanp is on Babu Gul abrai who had
made enormous contribution to Hindi literature. The other stanp is on
Pandit Suryanarayan VWas who was a noted witer in Hindi, Marathi, and
English as well as an astrol oger of fane.

The stanps are in the denomination of Rs. 5, the first commenoratives
in the current inland letter rate. Bharti Mrchandani designed the
stanp and the First Day Cover. Al ka Sharna designed the pictorial first
day postmark. Information Sheet containing wite-up and technical data,
and the First Day Cover, each priced at Rs. 2 were issued on the
occasion. Calcutta Security Printers Limted of Kanpur printed the
stanps by photo Offset in four colors on matt chrono paper in the
quantity of 0.4 mllion each. The issued sheets contain 40 stanps.

The M nister for Conmunications & I T, and Parlianentary Affairs, Pranod
Mahahj an, on June 22, 2002 in Akola rel eased a conmenorative stanp on



Brajlal Biyani a freedomfighter, creative witer, and journalist from
Vi dar bha regi on of Maharashtra.

The stanmp is in the denom nation of Rs. 4 that was the inland letter
rate till May 31 this year. Suresh Kumar designed the stanp and the
First Day Cover. Al ka Sharma designed the pictorial first day postmark
I nformati on Sheet containing wite-up and technical data, and the First
Day Cover, each priced at Rs. 2 were issued on the occasion. Calcutta
Security Printers Limted of Kanpur printed the stanps by photo O f set
in four colors on matt chrono paper in the quantity of 0.4 mllion. The
i ssued sheets contain 40 stanps.

THAKUR SATYANANDA
India Post’s next stanp issue in the denom nation of Rs. 5 on Thakur
Sat yananda is scheduled for July 23, 2002.

The stanmp shall be produced in the quantity of 400,000 only. The stanp
along with the First Day Covers and the information sheets, at Rs. 2
each, shall be available on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post O fices
including all Philatelic Bureaus and Counters.

PLATI NUM JUBI LEE OF THE | NDI AN | NSTI TUTE OF BANKERS

The Covernor of the Reserve Bank of India, Dr. Binal Jalan released a
mul ti col or conmenorative pre-stanped envel ope (PSE) on April 30, 2002
at the inauguration of Platinumjubilee celebrations of the Indian
Institute of Bankers at Munbai. This is the second custom zed PSE

i ssued by India Post. The inprinted stanp depicts | ogo of the platinum
jubilee and inscribed *postage pre-paid for Rs. 5. The envelope is in
the size of 11 x 22 cm

The first custom zed PSE was i ssued on Decenber 1, 2001 on Wrld
Conmputer Literacy Day sponsored by National Institute of Information
Technology (NIIT). The inprinted stanp was inscribed ‘ postage pre-paid
only. The envelope is in the size of 12.5 x 19 cm

Both these issues are NOT available to public or philatelists fromthe
Post Ofice.

NEW SPECI AL POSTMARKS
We have received belated information on the foll owi ng special postmarks
provi ded at Kol kata this year

Janaury 20, 2002
The Dover Lane Music Festival, Gol den Jubil ee Year

March 30, 2002
Rot ary Peace Conference, March 29 to 31, 2002

| NDI A PCST | NVI TES OVERSEAS AGENTS
India Post is |ooking for partners in different parts of the world
to represent them and sell their products.

The established philatelic dealers may send in their trade inquires or
apply for the agency for selling stanps and other philatelic products
in their area. They should wite to India Post providing a business
Profile, the countries already represented, if any, the annual turn
over, and the desired percentage of conm ssion on sale.



The responses may be sent by post to: Devi ka Kumar, Deputy Director
Ceneral (Philately), Departnment of Posts, CGovernnment of India, Dak
Bhawan, New Del hi -110001, India

CHANGE | N TELEPHONE NUMBERS

The tel ephone nunbers for some of the officers in Philately Division of
I ndi a Post have changed, the new nunbers are:

Director — Meera Handa — 3096020

Assistant Director General — P N Ranjit Kumar — Tel ef ax 3096034

NEW EDI TI ON OF | NDI A CATALOG

Mani k Jain as the publisher inforns that the 12'" edition of Phila India
Cat al og covering the period up to June 2002 is under preparation and
shall be ready for release by the end of the year. This catal og was
first published in 1967, predictably as a pricelist.

NEW CO N VEB SI TE

Sudhi r Jain of Satna nrsudhirjai n@ahoo.com has prepared a website of
some coins fromhis collection on Bhagwan Mahaveer on the occasi on of
2600t h Janma Kal yanak Year of Bhagwan Mahaveer. In this website you can
see the following coins - Coin issued by East |India Conmpany in the year
1616. Coin issued by Government of India on 25th April 2002. Coin issued
by Government of Nepal on 13th April 2002. CGold & Silver nedallions

i ssued by Government of Punjab on 25th April 2002. Wbsite address is -
htt p: // ww. geoci ties. conl sudhi r 000i n/ coi n. ht m

FAKE STAMP SCAM UPDATE

The kingpin of the scamis Abdul Karim Telgi who is in the Bangal ore
Central Jail and his brothers Abdul Rahim Tel gi and Abdul Azi m Tel gi
were running the racket on his instructions nmeanwhile.

Kar nat aka State Government had set up a Special Investigation Team
“STAMPIT to deal with the case. StanplT has created its own website,
http://ww. stanpit.info that provides information on the racket,
details of the investigation, and the nunber of accused arrested and
wanted are available in English, Kannada and Marathi. The site is being
regul arly updated and nost news stories are provided a link there.

VI EWS & OPI NI ONS

PHI LATELY I N TRANSI TION IN I NDI A, Part 14

This issue highlights matters related to jurors, in the Indian scenario
they are no where to be found after the results are announced but nanage
to be part of the jury teamat world philatelic exhibitions under the
patronage of the International Philatelic Federation (FIP) as often as

t hey can manage.

The philatelists in India were surprised to learn from PH LAKOREA 2002
web site of the appointnment of two jurors fromindia - MG Pittie and A
R Si nghee, both from Hyderabad. Pittie shall be the Team Leader of Asia
Section of Traditional Cass and represents Korea not India? Singhee
shal |l be judging the Postal Stationery O ass, as per the web site.

The Philatelic Congress of India (PCl) has 32 menbers on its Governing
Counci |, however as per the available records no request fromthe
organi zers of PHI LAKOREA 2002 was received nor any nom nations approved.



The President of FIP, Knud Mohr and FIP Consultant to PH LAKCREA, Koh
Seow Chuan when contacted in the first week of April 2002 couldn’t
provi de satisfactory replies regardi ng appointment of Pittie and

Si nghee.

Later, there was an unsuccessful attenpt in end April 2002 to bring on
record a letter of nomination signed by Dilip Shah in Novenber 2000 nuch
after this issue was raised with Mohr and Koh.

The appoi ntnent of Pittie violates the provision of FIP GREX 31.4 as

t he approval of PCl was neither sought by the organizers nor granted.
Simlarly the appoi ntment of Singhee violates the provision of FIP GREX
31.6 and 32.3, as PCl has neither received a request fromthe

organi zers for nom nati ons nor has sent any noni nations.

Further, the appointnent of Pittie violates the ‘spirit of fair
justice’ as Danyanti Pittie, an exhibitor at PH LAKOREA 2002, is
related to him

MG Pittie has already been instrunmental in presenting her with the
“@and Prix National’ as President of the Jury during the 14'" Asian
Continental exhibition in Calcutta in Decenber 2000. There is a
conpl ai nt pendi ng agai nst the above decision with the organizers of the
exhibition, the PCl and India Post. Anil Suri, a philatelist from New
Del hi, has questioned the ownership of itenms in her exhibit. Suri says
“She illegally and immrally borrowed itenms fromDilip Shah that were
a part of his Gand Prix Collection and this enabled her to be awarded
Grand Prix National at Calcutta in 2000. Shah, the Secretary General &
President-El ect of PCl as well as a Jury at the said exhibition,
connived with Ms. Pittie in defrauding the jury into believing that
she had adhered to the Rules of the exhibition stipulating that the
exhi bi tor should be owner of the entire exhibit for 2 years (GREX
17.1).”

PCl was in the process of inplenenting a rotation system for appoi nt ment
of jurors fromlndia acting on conplaints that Pittie nanaged to get
appointed to four exhibitions in 2001 — Hong Kong, Nepal, Japan, and
Denmar k, without any reference to PCl. Appointnents such as PH LAKOREA
have not allowed PCl to inplement the policy of rotating jurors for the
I nternational Exhibitions.

W& hope the organizers of International Exhibitions in future would co-
operate with national federations and help themto adhere to their
internal policies by followi ng the FIP regul ations.

The FIP regul ati ons (GREX) guiding the appointnment of jury nenbers are
as under (The relevant portions are highlighted):

31.4

The Exhi bition Managenent appoints up to 25% of the jury nmenbers from
the accredited Jurors of its own National Federation, in accordance
with Article 31.1. Should the Menber not have sufficient accredited
jurors, the Exhibition Managenment and the FIP Consultant will agree
fromwhi ch Menbers additional accredited jurors may be drawn to fil
their quota. The Exhi bition Managenment MJST FI RST OBTAI N APPROVAL FROM



THE MEMBERS from whom addi tional accredited jurors are to be drawn
bef ore such additional accredited jurors may be invited.

31.6

The Exhi bition Managenment shall appoint the bal ance of the jury nenbers
fromthe list of accredited jurors SUBM TTED BY MEMBERS. Each Menber
shal |l have the right to nominate up to three jurors in different

di sciplines on the request of the Exhibition Managenent. If possible,
the selected jury nmenbers should cone fromthose countries which are
represented by the greatest number of exhibits. A maxi numof two jury
menbers (senior consultants and FIP quota jurors not included) with
di fferent specialised knowl edge may be appointed fromeach Menber. A
jury nmenber may not al so serve as Conm ssioner save as provi ded under
Article 22.3.

32.3

The procedure for appointnment of Jury menbers will be as follows:

THE EXH Bl TI ON MANAGEMENT W LL ASK FOR NOM NATI ONS of a short list of
accredited jurors in accordance with Article 31.6; FIP Board Menbers
and Comni ssion Chairnen should not be nom nated, they will always be
nom nees for the FIP quota.

The Exhi bition Managenment will then prepare out of the above lists a
tentative conposition of the jury;

The FIP Consultant, in consultation with the Exhibition Managenent
shall ensure that there are sufficient qualified team | eaders on the
jury and also that at least 10% of the jurors are recently qualified.
He will also indicate which jurors should be selected as FIP nom nees.

READERS FORUM

<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inportant to us as it hel ps evolve the
newsl etter. W strive hard to bring you conprehensi ve coverage of the

| atest on Indian philately and inprove with every issue. Please do |et
us have your thoughts and suggestions. W also would like to | earn how
our newsletter inpacts your collecting and the value you feel it
provides to you. Do send in your comments, views, reports, articles and
other features for publication>

UVESH KAKKERI FROM MUVBA

Kindly refer to your issue no. 70 within which you had nentioned that
Department of Post does not intend to hold next (Bhubaneshvar/Dec 2002)
exhibition as a national exhibition. Wiile | was attending the neeting
of Enpire of India Philatelic Society on Saturday June 22, 2002, | had
reveal ed the said subject in the neeting. Ohe M. M G Pittee who was
al so present in the said neeting, openly said that M. Jhingan is
witing any thing in his newsletter and the information which he is
giving is all false and basel ess, the government is now ready to hold
the exhibition. Gt herwise we (PCl) can hold the national exhibition

wi t hout government's support and surprisingly M. Vispi Dastoor also
supported Pittee. This was amazing for nme, as Dastoor had taken

gover nment support for organi zi ng the EMPI REPEX- | NPEX exhi bition at
Nasi k.

Therefore as an amateur philatelist | would like to know, on behal f of
all fellow readers, that either M. Pittee or M. Jhingan who is



m sl eading the collectors. Are you not update with news or M. Pittee
is tarnishing your image, going fromclub to club?

SHAKI L AHMED FROM CUTTACK

It cannot be admitted that the facts stated in issue # 69 were
unsubstanti ated and hearsay as M. Sinha calls themin issue # 70,

wi t hout explaining howthat is so. Inny letter June 3, 2002 to M.
Sahoo | gave exanples of not only of Ms. Moom n Sinha but also of M.

A. K Dash and M. Omprakash Jagati, why these facts are not countered?
For Ms. Moomin Sinha | thank M. Jhingan for rightly pointing out and
M. Sinha is to answer for the sanme. Regarding M. Dash and M. Jagati
facts are true as such M. Sinha has no words to say to it in his
opi ni on.

M. Sinha al so says that several points nmentioned by nme are
i nconsistent with facts and reality. He does not nention what are those
and as such |I have no scope to conment on it.

There is nothing about forged signatures in the mnute book at Nasik in
nmy letter of June 3, 2002. CQur signatures at PCl and ElI PA neetings are
for the attendance only that are taken at the commencenent of the
meeting. The confirmation or ratification of the decisions or actions
taken is the subject matter of the next neeting.

M. Sahoo has not yet replied to ny letter of 3@ June 2002 that shows
hi s acceptance, being the President of PCl, of the points raised by ne.

FEATURES & RESOURCES

ALSO | N THE NEWS

CH NA TO | SSUE PERSONALI ZED STAMPS

The State Post Bureau of China (SPB) is to issue postage stanps with a
bl ank tab on which pictures can be printed according to custoners
requi renents, starting May 10, 2002.

The China National Philatelic Corporation (CNPC) is entrusted by the
SPB to provide the service of printing pictures on the blank tabs.
These stanps cannot be sold on market, but can be used for mail

Custom zed stanps have been popul ar in sonme devel oped countries and
regi ons such as Switzerland, Canada, Australia, Singapore and Hong
Kong, said sources with the SPB, adding that the service in China would
be directed at enterprises and public figures. Custoni zed stanps are

al so made to mark international and national events.

During the Wrld Stanp and Coin Exposition to be held in Beijing in
Sept ember 2002, the CNPC will custom ze stanps for visitors, said Zhu
M ng, director of the Departnent of Personalized Stanp Services of the
CNPC.

Custom zed stanps specially designed for the 35th Annual Meeting of the
Board of CGovernors of the Asian Devel opnent Bank were issued on May 10,
2002.

NEWSSCAN
<We invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and el ectronic publications, for inclusion here>




RESEARCH NOTES

| NDI AN POSTAL ORDERS, PART 5

On January 1, 1987 the rates of comm ssion were revised upwards to 50 P
for values up to Rs. 10 and Re. 1, Rs. 1.50, Rs. 2, Rs. 2.50, and Rs. 5
respectively for higher values. The earlier stock of postal orders was
| ocal | y hand-stanmped with new rates.

The format of Indian postal orders was revised to bring it inline with
st andar di zed bank checks. The Magnetic |Ink Character Recognition (M CR)
technol ogy facilitates subsequent nechani zed handling and accounti ng.
The revision of the format al so reduced the cost of production. The
hundred plus years old Post Ofice Savings Bank was not a menber of the
bankers’ clearing house till then. During 1987 and 1988 all Head Post

O fice, roughly 450 in nunber, joined their |ocal clearinghouse. Al
banks, on the directive of the central bank, the Reserve Bank of India,
had al ready adapted the M CR technol ogy for nost of their checks and
drafts.

On Septenber 1, 1987 the first set of MCR postal orders were issued in
ni ne denom nations as follows: 50 paise, Re 1, Rs 2, 5, 7, 10, 20, 50
and 100. For the first tinme nunerical prefixes were used, single digits
from1l to 9 in serial order for denom nations beginning with 50 Pai se.
The earlier non-MCR issue, in stocks, remmined concurrently on sale
till it exhausted.

Sonetimes |ater the design was nodified. A spelling error in Hndi for
the word ‘ Commi ssion’ was corrected along with slight nodification in
the matter of the placenment of the text in the design

On May 26, 1999 the rates of comm ssion were revised upwards to Re. 1
for values up to Rs. 10, and Rs. 2, Rs. 3, Rs. 4, Rs. 5, and Rs. 10
respectively for higher values. The earlier stock of postal orders was
| ocal |y hand-stanmped with new rates. This is the currently avail able

i ssue at the post offices in India.

It seens the denom nation of 50 paise has been di sconti nued. The new
al phabetical prefixes are back. A for Re.1l, ‘B for Rs. 2, ‘C for

Rs. 5, ‘D for Rs. 7, 'E for Rs. 10, ‘F for Rs. 20, ‘G for Rs. 50

and ‘H for Rs. 100. The nunbers are now printed in the center of the
bottominstead of the left of the bottom

ASK US

Pl ease send your queries in detail (illustrations welconme) on al
matters related to Philately and Postal History of India and Indian
States. W will attenpt to provide an answer to you online.

CONTRI BUTORS | NVI TED

W require regul ar correspondents everywhere in India to cover the
philatelic activities in their area. W shall reinburse the costs of
phot os, covers, publications, courier and other charges. Al
contributions shall be acknow edged.

STAMPSOFI NDI A VEB S| TE UPDATES
The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in followi ng segnents —
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS



and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LINKS

Updat ed Segments This Week: News, Articles,
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