STAMPS OF INDIA COLLECTORS COMPANION
ISSN 0972-3587

The First, Free & Only Email Newsletter on Philately,
Postal History, & Postal Services of India.

Number 34, April 12, 2001
Edited by Madhukar and Savita Jhingan
Published Every Thursday

INTHIS ISSUE

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
New Stamp Released

New Issue Update

German Festival in India

New Philatelic Counters
Princely States Web Site

ALSO IN THE NEWS
India to Introduce Digital Signature by June 2001
Newspaper Scan

RESEARCH NOTES
Postal History of Pakistan — Part 16

STAMPSOFINDIA.COM UPDATES

New Issues: Stamps, Postal Stationery, Postmarks, Other Iltems
Events: District Level Exhibitions

Publications: Philately Newsletter

Links: Postal Training Centre, Mysore

READERS FORUM
R C Agarwal, Mumbai

SUBSCRIPTIONS
To subscribe send an email to subscribe@stampsofindia.com
To unsubscribe send an email to unsubscribe @stampsofindia.com

JHINGANS JOTTINGS
Hi

Our Links page http://www.stampsofindia.com/Content/Links/z00.htm now lists nearly 100 web
sites. More than half are philatelic or postal sites from India or on India. This we believe is the
largest such listing. Other sites on this page are general resources and useful online services.
While we list anything and everything related to Indian philately, we are very selective in listing
non-India related sites and these are done on the basis of their usefulness to a collector.

Being a gateway to the online world of Indian philately has been one of our aims to setup our web
venture.

Do make good use of it and let us have your feedback.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.

- M&SJ



KINDLY MENTION THIS NEWSLETTER WHEN CONTACTING
OTHER PHILATELISTS, DEALERS, AUCTIONEERS AND ORGANIZATIONS.

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEW STAMP RELEASED

Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Prime Minister of India, released the commemorative stamp in the
denomination of Rs. 3, the inland letter rate, to mark 2600" birth anniversary of Lord Mahavira,
the 24™ Tirthankar of Jainism at a large gathering at Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium on April 6,
2001. L K Advani, Minister for Home Affairs, Ananth Kumar, Minster for Tourism & Culture, Ram
Vilas Paswan, Minister for Communications were present on the occasion besides several Jain
saints.

Sankha Samanta designed the stamp and First day Cover, priced at Rs. 2. Prashant Shah
designed the pictorial first day postmark. An informative brochure containing write-up and
technical data, priced at Rs. 2, was also brought out. Madras Security Printers Limited of Chennai
printed the stamps by photo-offset in four colors on imported unwatermarked stamp paper in the
guantity of 3 million. The issued sheet contains 40 stamps.

SHOPPING ON INTERNET TONIGHT FOR PHILATELIC ITEMS/COLLECTIBLES?

Visit our online shop www.anilshop.com for Stamps of India, Indian States, Nepal, Asian
countries - Singles, Sets, Revenues, Postal Stationery & Postal History. Also Vintage Postcards,
Prints, Raja Ravi Verma Oleographs, Photographs, Posters etc. ANIL'S COLLECTIONS, 390/296
Attarsuiya, Allahabad 211003 anil@anilshop.com Telephone: 532-653272, Mobile: 9839087232

NEW ISSUE UPDATE

The following Issues have been postponed indefinitely from the earlier scheduled dates.
April 13, B P Mandal

April 14, Sant Ravidas

HELP THE DRIVE TO INCREASE READERSHIP
RECOMMEND THIS NEWSLETTER TO FRIENDS

AVAILABLE FOR SALE

Issues of American Philatelist complete years, &
Used Scott Catalogs and more. Ask for details.

R C Agarwal arcee_agwl@rediffmail.com

1 KoynaKunj, Subhashnagar, Asalfa, Mumbai 400084

GERMAN FESTIVAL IN INDIA

Government of India’s Department of Culture organized the Closing Ceremony of the German
Festival in India at the Auditorium of Nehru Memorial Museum & Library, New Delhi on March 26,
2001. Heimo Richter, the Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany was the Chief Guest
and Dr. R V Vaidyanatha Ayyar, Secretary of the Department of Culture presided on this
occasion.

A Special Cover with a Special Pictorial Postmark was brought out on the occasion. The cover is
priced at Rs. 8 each and is available from the Philatelic Bureau, Parliament Street Head Post
Office, New Delhi 110 001.

The first ever "German festival in India' was held in 26 Indian cities from October 2000 to March
2001. The German President, Johannes Rau, who was on a weeklong state visit to India
inaugurated the six-month event which gave a glimpse of traditional and contemporary German
culture. The festival was held eight years after the festival of India was organized in Germany.



The governments of Germany and India had reached an agreement in 1989 to hold such festivals
in the two countries.

INDIA & INDIAN STATES — Mint & Used

Rajesh K Agarwala, rkstamps@rediffmail.com

Capital Stamp Center, 2" Floor, Chanana Complex, 2215 Hardhyan Singh Road, Karol Bagh,
New Delhi 110005

Telephone: (91-11) 5816045, After Hours: 567 1349, Mobile: 98102-26692

NEW PHILATELIC COUNTERS

Three new Philatelic Counters were ordered to be opened in Delhi Postal Circle at Kalkaji,
Paschim Vihar, and Janakpuri post offices on March 23, 2001. There are now 29 philatelic
Counters and 1 philatelic bureau in the National Capital Territory of Delhi.

BACK ISSUES OF THIS NEWSLETTER ARE AVAILABLE FOR FREE
DOWNLOAD AT http://www.stampsofindia.com/Content/Download/SICC.htm

BUY & SELL INDIA MINT STAMPS AND POSTAL STATIONARIES

Also deal in Foreign Thematic sets and packets and Postal History items of India and South East
Asia. Send your want list in duplicate for modern Postal Stationeries along with self addressed
envelop to: Stamp Syndicate, 19, Chandni Chowk Street, Kolkata- 700072, India or mail to
beekaypoddar@123india.com

PRINCELY STATES WEB SITE

Ron Rice maintains an excellent philatelic web site on Indian Princely States
http://www.princelystates.com since October 1, 2000. It is in the format of a magazine published
quarterly over the web. Thus on April 1, 2001 the 3" issue was published. Earlier issues are also
available there. The articles are scholarly, well presented, and full of original research. It is an
easily accessible valuable resource online.

INDIA AND COUNTRIES OF SUB-CONTINENT
Mainly Postal History Material

2000 Lots First Auction Coming Soon Online

A K AGARWAL, P O Box 266, Kanpur 208001
agarwalak@hotmail.com Telephone: (91-512) 315005

FREE, PERMANENT, GLOBALLY ACCESSIBLE, PRIVATE, SPAM-FREE,
AND VERSATILE GET yourname@stampsofindia.net TODAY!

We Buy & Sell: India & Indian Princely States Stamps, Postal History Covers, Postal Stationery,
First Day Covers, Errors & Varieties, Revenues, Cinderellas, Literature, Thematics, GB & Br.
Commonwealth

SATISH MISRA, misrastampworld@usa.net

112 Punjabpura, Bareilly 243003, Fax: 91-581-448970

INDIA MINT YEAR PACKS, FOREIGN THEMATIC SETS & PACKETS
51 Year of Business - Now no regular pricelist. Enquires solicited.
Mittal Postal Auctions for Postal History Material. Ask for Catalog.
Mittal Stamp Co., PO Box 253, GPO Jaipur 302001

Email: mittalstamps@yahoo.com, www.mittalstamps.com

ALSO IN THE NEWS



INDIA TO INTRODUCE DIGITAL SIGNATURE BY JUNE 2001

Digital signature, a step towards eliminating paper work and red tapism in offices, banking and
postal services, would be available in India to internet users latest by June 2001. Controller of
certifying authorities in the Ministry of Information and Technology, K N Gupta said that the
signature would not be expensive and would be dependable and secure and no user can
repudiate it at any level.

Gupta, who has been touring different states to explore its market potential, said digital signature
is not like signature on a document, check or any legal paper but it would be an inscription of
cash value by a user privately on the internet for the purpose of transaction of business matters
and cash like money-orders secretly.

The digital signature outlet on internet would help the department of posts and an individual bank
to save at least Rs 1 billion on money orders, and Rs 100 million on cheque clearing per year
respectively, Gupta claimed

BUY OR SELL - SEND YOUR WANT LIST India, Errors, Varieties, Stationery
INDIAN STAMP CO. Chhipi Tank, Begum Bridge Road, Meerut 250001
Telephone:(91-121) 663245, Fax: (91-121) 546972

NEWSPAPER SCAN

WANTED REGULAR CORRESPONDENTS EVERYWHERE IN INDIA
We shall reimburse the costs of photos, covers, publications, courier and other charges. Your
contribution shall appear with your byline. Please Contact admin@stampsofindia.com today!

RESEARCH NOTES
Segment Coordinator: Manohar Lal mlal@stampsofindia.net
Mailing Address: 9-B/6654 Dev Nagar, Gali # 6, New Delhi 110005.

[Most of the writings here are the first time publication of Manohar Lal’s painstaking research
conducted over eight years, full time, at National Archives of India and other institutions since his
retirement as Chief Engineer of Northern Railways. He has published two books and several
articles. He won Gold with Felicitations of the Jury for his exhibit Postal History of Indian Army
1914-1922 at London in 1990 as well as for his exhibit Postal stationery of India 1855-1947 at
New Delhi in 1997.]

POSTAL HISTORY OF PAKISTAN — Part 16

Earlier parts were published in our issues # 18 to 33, except # 26. These, as well as all, back
issues of this newsletter are available for free download at
http://www.stampsofindia.com/Content/Download/SICC.htm

AIRMAIL SCHEME FOR EAST AND WEST PAKISTAN

In pursuance of the declared policy of the Government of Pakistan to bring the two wings of the
country closer together the Ministry of Communications have decided to introduce an all-up
airmail scheme between East and West Pakistan, says a press note.

Consequently with effect from April 1, 1952, all unregistered as well as registered (including
insured and VP) letters, postcards, and packets nad money orders will be transmitted exclusively
by air between East and West Pakistan at the following rates of postage — (i) Letters at two annas
per tola or part thereof, (ii) Postcards at one anna per postcard, (iii) Books, pattern and sample
packets and registered newspapers at one anna per tola or part thereof, (iv) Money orders at one
anna per money order irrespective of value excluding the money order commission. (v) Business
reply envelopes:- for a weight not exceeding one tola - .. annas; for every tola or fraction thereof
exceeding one tola — 2 annas. (vi) Business reply cards:- for a single card one anna

The registration and insurance fees will be charged extra.

From the same date the transmission by the surface routes of correspondence and money orders
posted and booked in either wing of Pakistan for delivery or payment in the other will be stopped.



The postage rates and airmail surcharge in respect of postal articles posted in one wing of
Pakistan for delivery in the same wing will continue as at present.

All articles of above categories posted or booked in one wing of Pakistan for delivery in the other
should be fully prepaid with postage at the rates indicated above and should in addition have a
blue airmail label affixed to them or superscription by airmail in bold letters.

Special arrangements have been made for the delivery of airmail articles in Karachi and Dacca.

ALL-UP AIRMAIL SCHEME DELIVERY ARRANGEMENTS

Under the All-Up Air Mail Scheme between East and West Pakistan, introduced since April 1,
1952, all unregistered articles of letter mail received in Karachi will be sent out for delivery at
about 7 am and 3:39 pm as special airmail delivery.

The Postal Authorities advise the public to put up proper letterboxes with nameplates at the
premises to facilitate prompt delivery of letters.

PLANE CRASHES NEAR EAST PAKISTAN BORDER

April 11, 1952, Dacca: Four members of the crew are reported to have died when the Kalinga
Airline freighter crashed yesterday on its way from Agartala in Tripura State to Dum Dum.
The crash reportedly took place just after the place just after the plane had taken off from
Agartala airport and caught fire near the East Pakistan border, 200 miles east of Calcutta.
Those who died were Mr. Rabidett, pilot, Mr. Patnaik, copilot, Mr. Mani, Radio Officer and an
accountant.

This is the second crash of a pane flying between Agartala and Dum Dum.

DACCA TO BE ON INTERNATIONAL AIRMAP ON MAY 5

Dacca will soon be put on the International air map when the BOAC introduce its first weekly
Argonaut service starting from London on May 5 and passing through Dacca on 7 (before noon)
on way to Hong Kong, says a BOAC announcement in Karachi.

The return flight will leave Hong Kong on May 9 transiting Dacca on the same day.

Traffic rights on this service will be available between Dacca and all station except for the Ca
sector between Karachi and Dacca.

The BOAC is understood to have already started making arrangements for its once-a-week
service via Dacca. It will be the first International airline to operate through Dacca.

NEW NON-JUDICIAL STAMPS

A press Note issued on Monday April 14, 1952 says: the Government of Pakistan have decided
to introduce with effect from April 15, 1952 the newly designed non-judicial stamps of the
denomination of Rs. 1000. The stamps of the same kind and denomination of the late
Government of India bearing the signature of the issuing authorities in Pakistan, will, till further
orders, also continue to be legal tender along with the new stamps.

SPECIAL AIRMAIL CONCESSION FOR NEWSPAPERS

April 30, 1952: A Government of Pakistan Press Note issued on Tuesday says: “With immediate
effect registered newspapers can be sent by airmail between east and west Pakistan at the
reduced rate of 1 anna for every 5 tolas or part thereof.”

“As already mentioned on April 10, registered newspapers and packets can also be sent by
surface post between East and West Pakistan at the inland surface postage rates prescribed for
these articles.”

The decision to grant airmail concession as registered newspapers makes a step further in
government decision policy to bring East and West Pakistan closer together. The Pakistan Post
and Telegraphs department pays rupees on anna eight per pound to the air company for carriage
of mails. Apart from other expenses the cost of carriage alone will be more than the charges now
announced and this the government would subsidise the airmail conveyance of newspapers
between east and west Pakistan to the extent of over Rs. 2,00,000 per annum.

The average rate of a single copy of a daily newspaper in Pakistan does not generally exceed 5
tolas. This is why the rate has been fixed at one anna for every 5 tolas.



POSTAGE RATES

The following are the rates of postage (excluded registration and insurance fees) for registered
newspapers and packets for dispatch by airmail between East and West Pakistan. Registered
Newspapers: 1 anna per 5 tolas or part thereof. Book Packets, Sample and Pattern Packets: 1
anna per tola or part thereof.

The following are inland surface postage rates: 1. Registered Newspapers: (a) In single copies
not exceeding 10 tolas — 3 pies. Exceeding 10 tolas but not exceeding 20 tolas — 6 pies. For
every additional 20 tolas or part thereof 6 pies. (b) Packets containing more than one copy of the
same issue of the newspaper - for the first 10 tolas or part thereof 6 pies. For every additional 5
tolas or part thereof 3 pies. Or calculated on the basis of each copy contained in the packet which
ever is less. 2. Sample and Pattern Packets upto 5 tolas — 1 anna. Every additional 2% tolas or
part thereof 6 pies. 3. Book Packets upto 5 tolas 1 anna. Every additional 2% tolas or part thereof
3 pies.

To be continued in the next issue.

The above is gleaned from the microfilms, available at the Nehru Memorial Library New Delhi, of
the ‘Civil & Military Gazette’ and ‘Dawn’, published from Lahore and Karachi respectively.

ASK US

Please send your queries in detail (illustrations welcome) on all matters related to Philately and
Postal History of India and Indian States. We will attempt to provide an answer to you online.
Submit here askus@stampsofindia.com

FOR STAMPS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD ON INDIAN TOPICS
VISIT www.stampsonindia.com

STAMPSOFINDIA.COM UPDATES
Check here for the Latest in the following categories: Issues, Events, Auctions, Publications,
Organizations, Dealers, Articles, and Links.

ISSUES

STAMPS
http://www.stampsofindia.com/Content/Issues/Stamps/a201-2000.htm

Next Issue:
April 12, 2001 Yuri Gagrin — The First Man in Space, Rs. 15

POSTAL STATIONERY
http://www.stampsofindia.com/Content/Issues/Stationery/a202.htm

POSTMARKS
http://www.stampsofindia.com/Content/Issues/Postmarks/a203.htm

ARMY POSTAL SERVICE — SPECIAL COVER & POSTMARK
http://www.stampsofindia.com/Content/Issues/APS/a204.htm
Price Rs. 7 Orders from civilians may be placed thru the nearest philatelic bureau.

OTHER ITEMS
http://www.stampsofindia.com/Content/Issues/Others/a205.htm

JOIN PHILATELIC DEPOSIT ACCOUNT
http://www.stampsofindia.com/Content/Links/post/d403.htm

EVENTS



http://www.stampsofindia.com/Content/Events/a300.htm

DISTRICT LEVEL EXHIBITIONS
India Post will organize a district level philatelic exhibition in Davangere in North Karnataka
Region of Karnataka Circle on August 15-17, 2001

Andhra Pradesh Circle of India Post informed that the following exhibitions were held in the
Circle:

July 2, 2000 — Eluru

July 21, 2000 — Hyderabad

August 13, 2000 — Vishakhapatnam

August 15, 2000 — Anantpur

August 28, 2000 — Vijaywada. KRISHNAPEX

September 8, 2000 — Hanamkonda

October 1, 2000 — Buckinghampet

February 18, 2001 — Anantpur

We need more information on these shows. Whether all these shows were held for 1 day only
and were they district level exhibitions? And of course details of participants, awards, jurors and
report on other activities during the show.

Join INDIAN STAMP COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION, for details
isca@stampsofindia.com

AUCTIONS
http://www.stampsofindia.com/Content/Auctions/a700.htm

PUBLICATIONS
http://www.stampsofindia.com/Content/Publications/a600.htm

PERIODICALS RECEIVED THIS WEEK

PHILATELY NEWSLETTER, Whole # 5, Oct - Dec 2000, In Hindi (Issue # 2)

Editor in Chief: B N Som, Managing Editor: M Narayanan, Executive Editor: Tilak De
Publisher: India Post

Mailing Address: Director GPO, Kolkata 700001

Annual Subscription: Not Indicated

AVAILABLE AT THE PUBLISHERS’ PRICES FROM ‘STAMPS OF INDIA’

We have a one-price policy for sales in India and abroad and the postage is charged at actuals.
We use and recommend registered airmail. Remittances may be made in Indian Rupees or US $
or equivalent by bankers cheque or similar instrument in favor of “Madhukar Jhingan” and
payable at New Delhi, India.

“Postal Stationery of India 1947-2000” by Madhukar and Savita Jhingan, May 2001, Pre-
Publication Price Rs. 500 or US $ 10, till May 31, 2001. Thereafter Rs. 950 or US $ 20

“Brahmini Dawk: History of Postal Communications in Mewar by Radha Krishan Sarawagi &
Madhukar Deogawanka”, 1999, Rs. 4750 or US$ 95

“Postal History of, Censorship in Baluchistan and North West Frontier Province 1914-1922,
Punjab Disturbances Censorship 1919, Censorship during Red Shirts Civil Disobedience
Movement 1931-1932", by Manohar Lal, 1997, Rs. 1500 or US $ 30

“Indian Air Graphs”, by Manohar Lal, 1999, Rs. 750 or US $ 15



“Slogans and Special Postmarks of India 1875-1947” by Ashok Kumar Bayanwala, first published
in 1982 and reprinted in paperback by the author in 1997, Rs. 750 or US $ 15

More titles to be added soon.

Join REVENUE PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION
for details rpa@worldrevenuestamps.com

ORGANIZATIONS
http://www.stampsofindia.com/Content/Orgs/a400.htm

Join OLYMPIC PHILATELISTS OF INDIA
for details opi@olymphil.com

DEALERS
http://www.stampsofindia.com/Content/Dealers/a800.htm

REACH MORE THAN 5000 PHILATELISTS INTERESTED IN INDIAN PHILATELY
To sponsor this newsletter; contact us at ads@stampsofindia.com

REPRODUCING CONTENT

Publishers of philatelic works and periodicals are hereby given permission to utilize and reprint
the contents freely and without charge for casual non-commercial usage. We only require that
you leave it unedited and unaltered, and that you leave the address, phone and fax numbers,
email address and Web URL intact and included. The same blanket permission to reproduce is
also extended to organizations and individuals who wish to upload this on their own Web sites or
re-post it to Internet newsgroups and mailing lists, provided that the conditions specified above
are observed.

Please email for regular use arrangements and terms.

ARTICLES
http://www.stampsofindia.com/Content/Features/a500.htm

NEW LINKS

POSTAL TRAINING CENTRE, MYSORE
http://www.ptcinfo.org/

Visit http://www.stampsofindia.com/Content/Links/z00.htm for all sites on Indian philately and
other useful sites. If you find a broken link or a site not listed there please inform
admin@stampsofindia.com

READERS FORUM

INDIA POST SHOULD RATIONALIZE THE TARIFF

The tariff for Local Letters at Rs 4 per 20 Grams or part thereof needs to be rationalized. The
rate works out to Rs12 per 60Grams that is almost equivalent to European internal rate. U.K.
rates for example are 19p for 60 Grams for second class with reliability of delivery on third day.
India has got world-class rates if not the world-class service! Local Speed Post cost Rs15 for 50
Grams while local Registered letter with new rates will be Rs.29 for 50Grams! New parcel rates
for 30 Kg Registered parcel will be almost Rs 700 higher than the same weight parcel within
Germany, only DM 30, with guarantee of delivery 3rd/4th day! Worldwide everywhere Insurance
fee is @2%, whereas in India on higher slabs it is 6%. Why? Would the authorities look into it.
- R C Agarwal, Mumbai

FEEDBACK



Your feedback is important to us as it helps evolve the newsletter. We strive hard to bring you the
comprehensive coverage of the latest on Indian philately and improve with every issue. Please let
us have your thoughts and suggestions. Also we would like to learn how our newsletter impacts
your collecting and the value you feel it provides to you. Do send your comments, questions,
news, reports, articles and other contributions to edit@stampsofindia.com We look forward to
hearing from you!

ALSO FROM STAMPS OF INDIA - COVERAGE FROM GROUP SITES

| www.stampsonindia.com | www.stampsofindia.net | www.stampsofindia.org |
www.invertedhead.com | www.olymphil.com | www.philatelicresources.com |
www.worldrevenuestamps.com | India Post | MaxCards |

DISCLAIMER

While every attempt has been made to ensure that the information presented here is accurate,
let's face it, accidents and typos happen. Be aware that should you come to grievous bodily harm
as a result of the information presented here, or worse yet, you get a philatelic question wrong on
‘Kaun Banega Crorepati?’ (Who Will Be A Millionaire's Indian version), and other similar game
shows ‘Sawaal Dus Crore Ka’' (Question of 10 million) as well as ‘Jeeto Chhappar Phaad Ke’
(Win a Windfall), just remember you were warned so we won't be held accountable.

THANK YOU.

ABOUT THE EDITORS

Madhukar and Savita Jhingan are active members of numerous philatelic organizations among
others life members of the Indian Stamp Collectors Association, Philatelic Congress of India, and
the American Philatelic Society.

ABOUT THE PUBLISHERS

www.stampsofindia.com & http://64.37.110.48

‘The Online Resource for Philately, Postal History & Postal Services of India’
Mailing Address: 18 School Lane, First Floor, New Delhi 110 001 India
Telephone & Fax: +91-11-3320052, 91-11-3356828

Email: webmaster@stampsofindia.net
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